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Bondi surf, Hawaiian spray, Mancunian 
drizzle. All water off a duck’s back to the 
world’s first splash-proof camcorder, the 
Sony SPo, 

You'll notice its bright yellow casing; 
so will everyone else. 


The SP5 is meant to stand out and it 


is outstanding in every department. 


lts fastest shutter speed snaps shut 
at 1/4000th of a second. Quick enough to 
freeze any water sport. 

lts use of third generation chips (the 
latest in CCD technology) ensures a picture 
of such clarity that the Med will always be 
crystal clear. 

As is the LCD Data Display which tells 
you to the second exactly how much tape 
has run, so you won't suddenly run out. 

lt even gets you closer to those bronzed 
beach beauties with a x6 power zoom lens. 

And so you'll never forget a name, it 
has a Digital Superimposer with a two page 
memory which allows you to title the film 
youve shot. 

Without doubt, the Sony SPS is the 
only camcorder to be seen with. 

Whether you'd want to be seen with it 


in Manchester is a different matter. 
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ATTENTION 
SATELLITE 
BUYERS! 


Our What Satellite mice 
is about to become a fully- 
fledged monthly magazine. 

It will be an invaluable guide 
for anyone keen to buy a new 
satellite TV receiving system, 
with tests, advice and 
programmes in each issue. 

For full details, see page 31. 
It goes on sale April 13 — don't 
miss it! 
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Subscribe for 12 issues, 
choose your own gift! 


WHAT VIDEO will not only keep 
you up-to-date with information 
on the new VCRs and 
camcorders — it's packed with 
bargain prices, the new films on 
video plus great competitions 
every issue. 

Subscribe for 12 months using 
the coupon below right (sorry, 
UK mainland only) and we'll send 
you a FREE video accessory gift. 

YOU CAN have an Altai video 
duplicating kit worth at least £9! 

In its own handy see-through 
wallet, this superbly-made set of 
plugs and leads gives you: 1 1.2 
metre lead — 5-pin DIN plug to 
5-pin DIN plug; 1 1.2 metre co- 
axial lead — phono plug to 
phono plug; 2 23cm screened 
leads — 5-pin DIN socket to 2x 
phono plugs; 2 adaptors — 
phono socket to BNC plug 
(male); 2 adaptors — phono 
socket to PL259 (UHF) plug; and 
2 adaptors — phono socket to 
3.5mm jack plug. 

OR SELECT a Leda VHS video 
coding kit, worth nearly £6. 

This contains a bundle of 
accessories to organise your 
video tape library including six 


month, 
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VHS video cassette slip cases, six 
sets of side and spine labels, a 
tiling pen and 20 colour-coded 
re-record tabs. 

The choice is up to you — just 
indicate which one you'd like on 
the subscription form. 

Remember, this is a limited offer 
ONLY when you subscribe using 
the coupon below — and WHAT 
VIDEO can save you £££! 


See p54 for details of our June issue 
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High-band Hi8 
in six months 


EXPECT TO see hi-band 8mm pro- 
ducts on sale in the UK before 
Christmas. 

Sanyo is the first manufacturer 
| to commit itself to launching a 
camcorder using the improved 
8mm format with the VM-H100P 
due out in November. 

It will have a 390,000 pixel in. 
CCD image sensor, digital autofo- 
cus, three fast shutter speeds (1/ 
250, 1/500 and 1/1000 second), 
8x power zoom lens with macro 
(which also retains AF), backlight 
compensator, fader, a triple-title 
superimposer and clean still, frame 
advance and slow motion, thanks 
to a DA3 head configuration. 

The H100 carries a twin-stereo 
microphone to utilise the FM ste- 
reo recording capability — and it 
will come with an infra-red remote 
control. It/ll cost £1,299. 

Sony, too, is expected to have 
products available before the 
year-end — and they may include 
home editing recorders as well as 
camcorders; its V900 VCR is about 
to go on sale in Japan, although of 
course it is NTSC format and thus 
not usable in the UK. 

Super VHS is currently grabbing 
15 per cent of the market in Japan, 
a figure which the likes of Pana- 


Large screen move 
by Ferguson 


FERGUSON HAS proudly an- 
nounced a new standard bearing 
flagship for its entire colour TV 
range. 

Employing the usual super 
planar black matrix tube, the new 
68cm set, the 68K4, represents 
Ferguson’s first foray into the large 
screen region of the market. 

The £679.99 set is blessed with 
an on-board Nicam decoder, fas- 
text and on-screen graphic 
displays. 

The remote handset has a PIN 
accessed childlock and will also 
control a VCR. 

Its anti-reflective screen works in 
conjunction with the light absorb- 
ing phosphor strips of the black 
matrix, to improve picture quality, it 
is claimed, by 25 per cent. 

Audio presents the choice of 
true stereo utilising twin, forward 
facing 6w speakers, or enhanced 
mono super sound simulated ste- 
reo — 12w external speakers can 
be added. 

Sharp also has two new large 
screen CTVs. At £499, the SV- 
2588H is a 59cm model, while the 
66cm SV-2888H goes for £599. 

Both sets are built around the 
110 Linytron Plus high contrast 


Sanyo’s high-band VM-H100P 
8mm entry. 


sonic and JVC are hoping for here 
and one which the Video 8 manu- 
facturers would also like to see for 
their advanced format. 

Other high-band 8mm players 
are likely to include Canon who 
apparently showed some products 
behind closed doors to selected 
dealers at the recent Consumer 
Electronics Show in Las Vegas, 
while Maxell, TDK, Aiwa, Hitachi, 
Fuji, Konica and Matsushita also 
participated in the standard’s intro- 
duction last year. 


tubes and have 99-channel PLL 
tuners. They come in metallic black 
cabinets. 

The sets feature on-screen dis- 
play of picture and audio param- 


The improved 8mm system (to 
be known as Hi8, mark you) offers 
picture quality to rival Super VHS. 

I's a technique for increasing 
both the resolution and audio 
quality by boosting the recording 
current to 7mHz and luminance to 
7.7mHz for white peak and 
5.7mHz for sync peak signals. 

Also like S-VHS, Hi8 needs a 


new tape to reach over 400 lines - 


of horizontal resolution, in this case 
metal evaporated. 
There have been reports that 


eters such as brightness and 
volume, a channel skipping facility 
and a two hour sleep timer with 
the Bluemute-off function. 

This mutes sound and shows a 


this tape is proving difficult to man- 
ufacture reliably but it would seem 
that these hitches have now been 
overcome. 

Note that Hi8 is forward-com- 
patible in the same way as Super 
VHS: existing 8mm tapes will play 
on new Hi8 equipment and at 
least some new recorders will be 
switchable for conventional 8mm 
recording — but the new tapes 
won't play properly on older 
equipment. 

See also Japan, p28. 


blue screen 10 seconds after the 
last AV signal is received. The set 
then switches off in 15 minutes. 

On the audio side, there are two 
25w potential speakers and output 
terminals for external speakers ca- 
pable of a stereo playback of 50w 
per channel. A super woofer am- 
plifier circuit simulates a concert 
hall ambience. 

The 83-function/66-key remote 
control can also operate a video 
recorder and can handle fastext 
operations. 


Radio Times to 
adopt barcodes 


AT LAST, the Radio Times is to 
introduce the long-awaited, and 
oft-despaired about barcodes. 

Following a deal struck between 
Panasonic and the publication, the 
BBC will now run the stripy pat- 
terns alongside movie listings. 

It is not yet certain when other 
programmes will benefit from this 
arrangement. 

Panasonic is the main producer 
of barcode programmable VCRs. 
They work by tracing a light pen 
over the supermarket-style strip 
code to set the deck’s timer. 

The TV Times still has no plans to 
bring in barcodes. 
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Philips snubs Astra NEW 


PHILIPS HAS aligned itself with 
British Satellite Broadcasting and 
announced that it will provide 
£250m worth of receiving equip- 
ment to the company, commenc- 
ing this autumn. 

It plans to supply around 
50,000 units a month throughout 
1990 for Britain’s official five 
channel DBS satellite TV service. 

However, it currently has no 
plans to supply satellite receiving 
equipment for the already oper- 
ational Astra satellite. 

The company has allied itself to 
BSB because both support the use 
of the new MAC transmission stan- 
dard as a common carrier for 
European satellite broadcasts. 

Astra programmers currently fa- 
vour conventional PAL techno- 
logy. 

‘We have nothing against the 
Astra satellite,’ marketing manager 


Rob Van Oostenbrugge told What 
Video. ‘We just have a temporary 
problem with Rupert Murdoch’s 
Sky TV network.’ 

Philips’ BSB receivers are ex- 
pected to sell for around £300, 
exclusive of the cost of the BSB 
aerial, and will initially use D-MAC 
decoding chipsets from ITT. 

Philips envisages that MAC sat- 
ellite transmissions will open the 
door to new cinema ratio high 
definition TV screens. 

The first of these 16:9 ratio sets 
will be available as early as 1990, 
for widescreen 625-line MAC-de- 
livered pictures. 

Ultra-high definition 1,250-line 
MAC broadcasting is expected to 
begin in 1992. 

Widescreen TVs are expected 
to sell for around £3,000. 

‘The interest we are experienc- 
ing in large screen PAL and NTSC 


Talking remote 
for £299 


HINARI IS to launch a VHS VCR 
with talking remote handset for just 
£299. The new VXL-12 features a 
voice synthesis microchip _nick- 
named Sarah to help coax users 
through the setting of the 8-event/ 
1-month timer. 

Also featured is twin speed re- 
cording capability and one-touch 
instant record. The company is 
also entering the satellite market 
with a £299 Astra system, tagged 
Black Star. 

The kit features full infra-red 
control and 16 channels with vari- 
able audio settings. 


Like the already available Am- 
strad and soon to be released 
Ferguson systems, the dish and 
LNB/polarotor assembly comes 
from Marconi. 

Unlike those kits, though, the 
£299 selling price includes instal- 
lation. These will be carried out 
nationwide by the  Startrak 


company. 


Mid-range VCRs 
_from Sharp 


SHARP HAS two new VCRs out 
this month, both in the middle price 
range. 

The cheaper VC-A105, at 
£299, has a 26-function infra-red 
remote and a full auto play facility, 
which switches the machine on 
when a pre-recorded tape is in- 
serted and rewinds and turns off at 
the tape’s end. 

For an extra £30, the VC- 
A111HM offers a 43-function 
LCD remote, including TV control 
functions. 

Its full auto facility works with 
any tape, not just those without 
protective tabs, as with the A105. 

It also boasts an auto recording 
return facility which, after a timer- 
controlled recording, rewinds the 
tape to its start point and ejects it 
‘ready for immediate viewing’. 
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Immediate, that is, once the tape 
has been re-inserted. 

Other features of the A111 are, 
for the absent minded, an indica- 
tor button which reminds the user 
to press the timer button after 
programming and noiseless trick 
play. 

Both new decks feature the 
Sharp Super Search trademark, 
laying down index points on re- 
cording for three modes of search 
function, a 365-day/eight-event 


sets will only heighten the interest 
in widescreen sets,’ — says 
Oostenbrugge. 

Philips joins Ferguson, Salora 
and Tatung in becoming an ‘exclu- 
sive’ supplier of BSB receiving 
equipment. 

However, it is the only one of 
the group not also supplying Astra 
compatible systems. 


Hinari’s Black Star Astra system will sell for £299 — 


including installation. 


timer, long play, tape counter and 
memory. 

In addition there are C-lock 
childproof buttons on the remote 
control. Expect a test soon. 


SATELLITE 71S REN 


The £299 Sharp VC-A105 VHS 
VCR. 


NEC upgrades its 9053 


AT NO extra cost NEC has up- 
graded its N-9053K recorder by 
adding a remote control capable 
of programming the deck’s 14- 
day/three-event timer. 


The new N-9053K, the Mark Il, 
will continue to sell at 5p under 
£300, while current owners will be 
able to buy the new remote for 
£14.95. 


THE FIRST stand-alone Nicam de- 
coder tuner will be launched in the 


middle of this year, writes Gerry: 


Hinde. 

Developed by Eldon Technol- 
ogy of Bradford and manufac- 
tured by Feltham-based AVTS Ltd, 
the Nicam decoder is aimed pri- 
marily at those people who have 
invested in expensive large screen 
televisions over the last few years 
or so, only to find that they are 
unable to receive the high quality 
Nicam digital test transmissions 
which are currently taking place. 


Accessory launch 
and update 


VIVITAR HAS entered the accesso- 
ry market in a big way with the 
launch of a range that includes 
lights, lenses, bags, microphones 
and care equipment. 

Currently available are two 
camera mounted video lights, the 
IML-1 and IVL-2 at £99.95 and 
£89.95, the main differences be- 
ing that the more expensive model 
runs for an extra 10 minutes, giv- 
ing a total running time of 25 
minutes, and that it has a tilt head. 

The £139 ZL-1 is a zoom light 
which can vary the angle of cover- 
age of the beam between 5° and 
55°. 

Vivitar has five lenses: a 0.42x 
and a 0.5 wide angle (both at 
£59.95), a2 (£69.95) and 3.5x 
(£139.95) telephoto, and a 
£59.95 0.6/1.5x two in one 
reversible. 

Other accessories include a fluid 
head tripod, two microphones, a 
gadget bag and a holster bag 
(both reasonably priced at 
£29.95) and head cleaning kits. 

Vivitar is based at Edison Road, 
Dorcan, Swindon, Wiltshire SN3 
SHL. Tel: 0793 513711. 


The unit measures 300(w) x 
40(h) x 200(d)mm. Remote con- 
trolled, it offers 32 programme 
frequency synthesis tuning, auto- 
matic switching between mono, 
stereo and bilingual transmissions, 
twin LED audio indicators and a 
standby power supply. 

Audio outputs via Scart, phono 
and Din sockets are provided, to- 
gether with video outputs via Scart 
and BNC (composite video output) 
connections. 

The price of the unit is expected 
to be around £200. In addition, an 


Video light from Unomat. 


The latest range of Vivitar accessories. 


optional press-in fourfold over- 
sampling chipset is available for a 
further £10 or so. 

The unit utilises Nicam decoder 
chips from Texas Instruments. 

John Heath at AVTS says: ‘We 
are using the Texas chipsets as 
they are a cleaner assembly and 
are much more flexible than either 
the Philips or Toshiba solutions, 
which, | understand, have seen 
problems either in their manufac- 
ture or their memory capacity.’ 

Heath expects sales of around 
5,000 units in the first year. Also 


Lamba is another company ex- 
panding its accessory range. The 
Videonics VCR 4044 enhancer is 
an upgrade of the popular 3044, 
adding a special effects generator, 
which can produce any shape 
whatsoever, and a background 


New guide to 
technology 


TWENTY-ONE chapters, 420 
pages (plus index) and a mass of 
the type of information you 
thought you'd left for dead in the 
sixth form. 

That's the Newnes Guide to TV 
and Video Technology by Eugene 
Trundle, just published by Heine- 
mann at £8.95. 

Most aspects of the technical 
side are entered into in detail. 


available — for around £300 — 
will be a 19in. version, supplied in 
a ‘prestigious’ metal mounting 
rack. 

Heath expects this to be especi- 
ally popular in professional 
studios. 

He already claims to have sold 
100 of the pre-production decod- 
ers (which can sit underneath the 
TV like a VCR or may be incorpor- 
ated into a hi-fi system) to mem- 
bers of a BBC music club. 

This demonstrates that there are 
already a number of people who 
are willing to pay the price to 
receive the superb quality digital 
test transmissions which are cur- 
rently being broadcast, without 
having to invest in a brand new TV. 

The products are expected to be 
available in June or July. Stay 
tuned for more news. 


colour generator. 

The £449.95 machine also has 
a built in colour corrector so that 
white balance problems on the 
shot footage can be rectified. 

The Hahnel video light is an- 
other Lamba product which has a 
focusable beam. It has been de- 
signed to emulate a 6X camera 
zoom lens with focusing optics. 

The 50w version costs £99.95 
while an extra £20 secures a more 
powerful 100w. 

Lamba has a dual mode cam- 
corder mic, but its new five channel 
Transceiver wireless mic won't be 
on sale in the UK until it has DTI 
approval. 

Meanwhile, Unomat accesso- 
ries, whose principal products are 
video lights, are now distributed by 
Sussex-based company Photax. 

The Unomat lighting range in- 
cludes two camera-bore rechar- 
geables, at £99.99 and £139.99, 
and a total of 11 mains models. 

Their output ranges from 50- 
2,000w and prices go from 
£39.99 to a penny under £100. 

Unomat also has a light which is 
operated by an infra-red remote 
control, which can operate eight 
such units, bringing the whole stu- 
dio under the command of a single 
remote. The IR-960GKF costs 
£189.99. 

More details soon. Contact: 
Photax Ltd, Hampden Park, East- 
bourne, East Sussex BN22 9BG. 
Tel: 0323 501197. 


Don’t expect to find chapters 
devoted to insert editing and how 
to produce digital effects — it’s not 
that kind of book. 

But if you want to know how 
light behaves, how tape records 
images, or how signals are pro- 
cessed, then it could be for you. 

It is also available from Paul 
Richards Books (no relation) at 
£9.95 inclusive of P&P at: 28 
Boscobel Road North, St Leon- 
ards-on-Sea, East Sussex TN38 
ONZ. 
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Lightest 8mm yet, 


claim Sony, Sanyo 


TWO NEW 8mm camcorders are 
laying claim to the title of the 
world’s smallest and lightest full- 
function machines. 

Both the Sanyo VEM-S1 and 
the Sony CCD-V88 weigh less 
than 1kg. (excluding battery or 
tape) and the latter measures 
300(h) x 106(w) x 112(d)mm. 

The Sony goes on sale in April 
for £1,199. It features a new ‘FL 
Mecha’ deck with a 20mm head 
drum — first seen on the Video 
Walkman VCR/TV combi unit. 

It has the normal Video 8 sys- 
tem’s FM sound recording, 6x, 
12-72mm power zoom lens, 
through-the-lens autofocus, five 
fast shutter speeds (1/120, 1/250, 
1/1000, 1/2000 and 1/4000 
second) and a two-title memory. 

This can be used to superimpose 
a title or graphic onto recordings 
in one of eight colours. 

The title can be scrolled up the 
screen while date/time can also be 
laid down on tape. 

The V88 has manual overrides 
on focus, white balance iris and 
shutter speed, black-and-white 


electronic viewfinder, macro, inte- 
gral microphone and a minimum 
light rating of 7 lux. 

The Sanyo S1 will be available 
in July at £1,099. 

It features digital autofocus, a 
470,000 pixel 7/in. CCD image 
sensor, 6X power zoom (12- 
72mm), high speed shutter (1/50 
and 1/1000 second), date imprint 
and fader on sound and vision. 

Playback controls are under a 
sloping cover on the front of the 
S1 while the battery and tape 
compartment sit either side of the 
rear end. 

lt uses a 27mm head drum, 
developed by Sanyo, to achieve its 
tiny size. 

A microphone input is included, 
as are a self-timer device and 
record-review function. 

Both companies will also shortly 
be introducing more conventional- 
ly sized camcorders at well under 
£1,000. 

The first out will be Sony’s CCD- 
F335 in June for £799; it will 
replace the popular F330 model 
— which has just been cut in price 


NTSC defeating 
VHS planned 


PANASONIC IS to launch a new 
trio of VHS VCRs, one of which is 
able to leapfrog world TV stan- 
dards by outputting a PAL video 
signal from NTSC standard tapes. 

The revolutionary £449 NVL- 
28B, which replaces the D48, fea- 
tures an advanced digital block 
able to transcode NTSC standard 
tapes into PAL, without the need 
for costly multi-standard monitor- 
ing equipment. 

Also featured are standard digi- 
tal processing tricks like picture-in- 
picture and multi-strobe; twin 
speed recording, VHS index 
search with intro scan, 8-event/1- 
month timer, digital auto tracking 
and super fine slow variable 
between 1/4 and 1/25 normal 
playback. 

Joining this NTSC defeater is the 
NVL-25, a baby edit deck which 
replaces the D45 and offers insert 
editing, synchro edit and audio 
dub (although without a flying 
erase head) for £399. 

This is also a twin speed record- 
er with an 8-event/1-month timer 
and digital auto tracking. 

Finally, there's the £349 NVL- 
20, a three head VCR with super 
still and slo-mo replay, variable 
between 1/5 and 1/25 plus time 
search. 

All three decks should be avail- 
able from April. 
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Guaranteed 
promotion 


NEC’S THREE most popular VCRs, 
the digital DX-1800 (now down 
£30 to £399.95), PX-1200K and 
the basic N-9053K are now cov- 
ered by a four year parts and 
labour guarantee, if bought be- 
fore April 30. 

And in another deal this month, 
TDK is running a tape promotion. 

Special symbols on the HS-180 
and HS-240 tapes, along with 
£1.60, secure a black Adidas 
holdall. 


Elliot's two-lens 
Videll set 


GEORGE ELLIOT has expanded 
its range of lenses with the intro- 
duction of a wide angle/telephoto 
kit. 

The Videll set, comprising a 
0.7x and a 1.4x, compares very 
favourably with other two-lens sets 
on the market. 

They come with a carrying 
pouch and two step-up rings, 
49mm and 52mm, to supplement 
the 46mm screw thread of the 
lenses, which are coated on all 
surfaces. 

The set costs £54 and is avail- 
able from George Elliot and Sons 
Ltd, London Road, Westerham, 
Kent TN16 IDR. Tel: 0959 
62198. 


to £749. 

The 335 is very similar with 
autofocus, Yin. CCD, 6x power 
zoom lens with macro, in-built mi- 
crophone, title/graphic superim- 
poser and 1.4kg. all-up weight. 

It has six shutter speeds ranging 
from 1/50 to 1/4000 second, on- 
screen display and sockets for an 
earphone, remote control and ex- 


ternal microphone. 

The Sanyo VM-D30P will be out 
in August for £899. It will have an 
8x power zoom (8.5-68mm) with 


macro, digital autofocus, a 
320,000 pixel, in. CCD image 
sensor, three-speed shuttering, a 
title memory, fade in/out and infra- 
red remote control. 

The format war continues. 


Exclusive to What Video readers 


£50 


of Sony 
video tapes 
from Tecno 


THERE'S A terrific offer on the front of this issue of 
What Video which is exclusive to our readers. 

By buying a camcorder at one of Tecno’s 15 stores, 
or by mail order, you can choose £50 worth of Sony 
video tape, absolutely free. You can mix formats if you 


like. 


To claim your £50 worth of tape, simply show this 
page of What Video AND the coupon from the cover to 
the salesperson when you buy a camcorder at Tecno 


and choose your tapes. 


Mail Order Customers — clip this panel. Offer 


closes April 29, 1989. 


Tecno locations are: 360 Kensington High Street, 
London W14; 326 Euston Road, London NW1; 120 
Moorgate, London EC2; 3 Procter Street, London WC1; 
1 Suffolk Street, Birmingham; Rupert Street, Bristol; 71 
Bridge Street, Cambridge (opens end-April); 141 High 
Street, Guildford; 34 The Headrow, Leeds; St Peter's 
Square, Manchester; 16 High Street, Oxford (opens 
mid-April); 56 Station Hill, Reading; 89 Commercial 
Road, Southampton; Unit 9, Hampton Farm Industrial 
Estate, Hampton Road West, Feltham, Middx. 

Mail Order: 9 Hampton Farm Industrial Estate, 
Feltham, Middx TW13 6BD. 24-hour hotline 01-898 
9934. Get the latest 44-page Tecno catalogue from any 
Tecno store or by calling 01-898 9934. 
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Confusion over 
Saisho stereo VCRs 


CONFUSION HAS followed the 
introduction of two new ‘stereo’ 
VCRs from Dixon's and Curry’s. 

The £349.99 Saisho VRS-4000 
and £449.99 Saisho VRS-4400 
boast a ‘superb stereo sound sys- 
tem’ using stereo linear sound. 

This method of recording stereo 
sound is entirely different from the 
more. common VHS hi-fi audio 
system which has stereo sound 
multiplexed within the video signal 
for a very wide dynamic range 
and extended _ frequency 
response. 

Stereo linear VCRs achieve two 
channel sound by splitting the con- 
ventional audio edgetrack in half. 

It was first introduced before 
VHS hi-fi was developed and has 


been largely unseen ever since. 

The new Dixon’s and Curty’s 
machines, however, can be used 
to replay pre-recorded stereo fea- 
ture films. 

Rank Duplication, which sup- 
plies films to Warner, RCA and 
Buena Vista, employs JVC BR- 
7000 and Sony Sprinter slave 
VCRs with VHS hi-fi and stereo 
linear capability. 

‘All our films are duplicated in 
twin pairs,’ said a spokesperson. 
The story is much the same with 
other duplicators. 

David Cuckman, of Fraser Pea- 
cock (which supplies films for Poly- 
gram, Channel Five and New 
World, amongst others), told What 
Video: ‘All our software is in full 


stereo, although not all tapes are 
encoded with Dolby B on the 
linear soundtrack to reduce tape 
noise. 

‘We only duplicate in Dolby B if 
a software manufacturer requests 
it! 

Neither the Matsui nor Saisho 
decks are equipped with Dolby B 
noise reduction. 

Dolby B encoded tapes which 
are played back on non-Dolby 
decks have a slightly lifted fre- 
quency response and sound 
brighter, although background 
noise is more evident. 

Cuckman added: ‘Introducing a 
stereo linear machine at this time 
though is very strange. It repre- 
sents a definite step backwards. 


NEAND 
FF 


STEREO 


OO [oocey system |” 


Most video tapes wear their sound 
system on their sleeve. 


“VHS hi-fi machines give dra- 
matically better results, and they're 
not a lot more expensive.’ 


VHS-C camcorder 
from Toshiba 


JUNE SEES the introduction of 
Toshiba's first VHS-C camcorder 
since its SK-60P in February 1987. 

Unlike that model, which was a 
clone of JVC's GR-C7, the new 
A1-420BK is all the company’s 
own work. 

The main feature of the 
£1,099.99 camcorder is a unique 
four page digital title superim- 
poser, which not only gives a 
choice of eight colours, but also 
allows the titles to be scrolled and 
wiped. 

The lens is an 8.5-68mm 8x 
twin speed zoom with macro: 
camera controls are auto iris/fo- 
cus/white balance, backlight com- 
pensator, and a single fast shutter 
of 1/1000 second. 

Focusing can also be done 
manually. 

A feature which many camera- 
men will find useful is the one shot 
focus button positioned just behind 
the zoom rocker control. 

When depressed, the focus is 
locked, and the main subject can 
be taken off-centre without it 
defocusing. 

Including battery and tape, the 
420BK weighs about 1.7kg and 
has a low light rating of almost 
ubiquitous 10 lux. 

It is also endowed with a date/ 
time generator, a self timer of 20 
or 60 second delay, a fader, and 
record/review facility — but there 
is no insert edit or audio dub, 
which comparably priced ma- 
chines can offer. 

The chassis of the 420 is Toshi- 
ba’s own development as is the 
420,000 pixel CCD imaging chip. 

The camcorder will come with a 
soft carrying case. 
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A NEW product in the pipeline 
from Aico is the Video Script 50 
from the German company Hama. 

The system is a lot more user- 
friendly than the computer gener- 
ated graphics of the Commodore 
Amiga, but, at £649.95, around 
£200 more expensive. 

The Video Script 50 connects 
between the camcorder and a 
VCR. 


Eltime introduces 
the videofax 


ESSEX FIRM Eltime Vision Systems 
has written a new chapter in the 
on going still video saga. 

It has developed a system 
whereby still images taken off a 
camcorder can be transmitted to a 
fax machine. 

The videofax system utilises two 
IBM personal computer boards: 
one to capture a single video 
image and display it on-screen, the 
other to convert the video signal to 
a standard fax signal for phone 
line transmission. 

Videofax has already been 
used to send X-rays between hos- 
pitals and should find an apprecia- 
tive audience. 

Eltime can be contacted on 
0621 59500. 


Uueetrienelly titling keyboard 


The finished tape is then record- 
ed on to a second tape in the VCR 
via the Video Script, adding titles 
and graphics with the typewriter 
style keyboard. 

However, it must be pointed out 
that the keyboard is the German 
type qwertz, not the British qwerty. 

Effects available include flashing 
characters, moving text, graphics, 
diagrams, wipes, windows, scrolls 


The £650 Video Script unit. 


and rolls, the speed of which is 
variable. 

It has a memory capable of 
storing 72 pages. 

There is also a choice of two 
character styles, four sizes and 
eight colours. 

But, the future for the Video 
Script 50 is a little uncertain, with 
Aico undecided as to what extent 
it will be imported. 


What Video and its companion magazine Camcorder User will be 
on show at the Photography & Video '89 exhibition at the NEC 
near Birmingham from Saturday April 29 to Monday May 1. 

The show is organised by the Jessop group of photo and video 
stores and promises to bring together the largest range of 
camcorders under one roof in the UK. 

You can try out the latest models from JVC, Panasonic, Sony, 
Canon, Fuji, Baver-Bosch, Pentax, Minolta, Ricoh and Amstrad. 
Video accessories on display will include editing equipment, 
tripods, lights, filters, converter lenses, batteries and filters. 

What Video staff will be demonstrating our range of title and 
technique tapes, as well as giving advice on all aspects of buying 


and using video equipment. 


For details on obtaining advance tickets for the show by post, 
see p53; for a list of Jessop branches where you can also get 


tickets, see p93. 


We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the 
NEC on the May Bank Holiday weekend. 
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£1100 S-VHS with 
digital FX 


SANYO'S FIRST S-VHS recorder is 
due out this month at £1,099. 

The VHR-D4890 features twin 
speed recording/playback, Nicam 
stereo tuner, VHS hi-fi sound, pic- 
ture-in-picture (with memory/recall 
— and sound via headphones), an 
8-event/1-year timer and pro- 
grammable infra-red remote con- 
trol with LCD display. 

It also has insert edit (with flying 
erase head), audio dub, digital 
tracking, index and go to tape 
search, simulcast recording, real 
time counter, tape remaining dis- 
play and several automatic tape 
transport functions. 

Sanyo will also be launching no 
less than six new VCRs from Sep- 
tember onwards, ranging in price 
from £319 to £499. Full details 
next month in our trade show 
report. 

Also hitting the shops around 
now is the Sanyo CBP-2558 59cm 
stereo FST television with fastext 
(including 16-page program- 
mable memory), integral 2x 12w 
speakers, S-VHS input, on-screen 


Bauer Bosch offers 
new guarantee 


BUYERS OF Bauer Bosch cam- 
corders will henceforth find a 
credit card sized registration card 
among all the post-purchase 
bumpf. 

This is Bauer's Safeguard guar- 
antee system. With the card com- 
pleted and returned to the 
company’s service department, the 
holder will then be loaned a cam- 
corder, while the original is re- 
paired, should there be problems 
during the warranty period. 

Problems also include any acci- 
dental damage. Unfortunately, the 
service doesn't apply to the Chan- 
nel Islands, the Isle of Man or 
Ireland, north or south. 

Philips has a no deposit, interest 
free credit promotion on all its FST 
TVs running until the end of April. 


£100 Loewe 
TV/video link 


LOEWE OPTA has a new linking 
device which will enable two or 
more TV sets to show a single 
image from the same VCR. 

The £99.90 digital TV linking set 
consists of 25m of telephone thick- 
ness Scart lead for connection to 
the second TV and a Scart adaptor 
for connection to the first. 

It is also possible to operate a 
VCR through the second TV from 
anywhere in the house, with no 
aerial required for normal TV re- 
ception on that set. 
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display, automatic switch-off timer 
and AV Scart and headphone 
sockets. 

It comes with a TV/VCR stand, 
remote control and costs £499. 
The CBP-2559, which adds pic- 
ture-in-picture, costs £579 while 
both sets can be upgraded to 
decode Nicam stereo broadcasts 
for around £80. 

Again, full details of the whole 
range coming along in the autumn 
will be in next month's What Vid- 
eo, but we must just mention the 
truly awesome (sic) CBP-3272. 

This 81cm monster has a Dolby 
Pro-Logic surround sound decod- 
er, five on-board speakers (two at 
the side, one at the top and two 
sub-woofers in the ‘feet’), optional 
wireless rear surround speakers, 
Nicam decoder, fastext, double 
Scart plus S-VHS sockets, a host of 
‘standard’ features like a com- 
bined TV/VCR remote control, on- 
screen display and headphone 
output, plus multi-standard (PAL/ 
NTSC/Secam) playback. 

Yours for £2,300 in 1990. 


Free video book 
with Canon E77 


FOR A limited period, Canon will 
be throwing in a copy of The ABC 
of Video Movies with its E77 con- 
trol 8mm camcorder. 

The book is written by Alan 
Cleave, a movie-making journalist 
for 25 years. 

Cleave's style is a personal one 
which concentrates on the me- 
chanics of video making, with 
chapters on lighting, shooting, 
post-production, the visual lan- 
guage and project areas such as 
sports events and, of course, the 
wedding. 


Anti-dumping 
agreement 


THE ANTI-dumping saga contin- 
ues. After the imposition of duties 
of up to 30 per cent late last year, 
the European Community has ac- 
cepted guarantees from Far East 
VCR manufacturers to halt unfairly 
low exportation prices. 

These price increases will inevi- 
tably be passed on to the 
consumer. 

South Korea’s Daewoo, Sam- 
sung and Goldstar, which com- 
prise that country’s entire video 
industry, and Funai of Japan, have 
agreed to raise their prices to 
avoid the find. 

However, a fifth Japanese com- 
pany, Orion, opted for duties of 
13 per cent. 


The stylish £2,300 33in. TV (top) and advanced S-VHS VCR (below). 


Anti-dumping duiies were ori- 
ginally imposed in response to 
European manufacturers’ claims 
that their Eastern counterparts 
were deliberately under-pricing 
their machines in order to undercut 
the European market. 

The companies concerned have 
had to pay less tax than originally 
thought in the light of further 
evidence. 

Those giving assurances have to 
provide bank guarantees that they 
will meet provisional levies, while 
Orion’s definitive duty will have to 
be paid in cash on importation. 


{(0 
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Special offer on 
blank tapes 


CLASSIC 2 is a company new to 
the buoyantly competitive, or even 
competitively buoyant, blank tape 
market. 

The Classic 2 VHS Professional 
High Grade tape is sold exclusive- 
ly by mail order. 

Classic 2 is offering an introduc- 
tory offer of a minimum of 10 
E180 tapes for £27.50. 

These are available from Unit 
2A, 5 Green Lane, Hendon, Lon- 
don NW4 2NL. 


Nordmende points and shoots 


NORDMENDE HAS. introduced 
the Spectra Movie RP-300 VHS-C 
camcorder, a clone of its Ferguson 
stablemate’s FCO7, itself a clone of 
the JVC GR-A30. 

It is a full auto point and shoot 
model with automatic focus, white 


balance and an optional fast shut- 
ter of 1/1000 second. 

It is fronted by an 8.5-51mm 6x 
zoom and has a low light rating of 
10 lux. 

The RP-300 costs £899.99 and 


is available now. 
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Panasonic NVF70B New. 


ACCESSORY 


CREDIT 
AVAILABLE* 


Philips VR-6185... 
ilips VR-6548 .. 
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VIDEO PROCESSORS 
Videonics Direct Ed video edi 
ped VCR2044 ... 


KEWMODE 2 x TELEPHOTO LENS 
KEWMODE SEMI-FISH EYE LENS 
KEWMODE FILTER KIT (6 FILTERS WITH RINGS 


KEWMODE UNIVERSAL COPY/DUPLICATING LEADS KIT .£4. 
KEWMODE UNIVERSAL VIDEO GRIP f 


Sale on full range of top name 


CAMCORDERS, VIDEO RECORDERS, TELEVISIONS, HIFI 
JUST LOOK AT THE RANGE 


Acoustic Research, Akai, Amstrad, Bauer Bosch, Bose, Canon, 


Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, Pioneer, Philips, 
fl U/) 344 REGENTS PARK ROAD 
“OC __sFINCHLEY CENTRAL 
[Tl LONDON N3 2LJ 


Telex: 25247 “Attn: NUT” 


electronics Fax: 01-346 2268 
Open 6 days 
9.30 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. Monday — Saturday 
Closed Friday lunchtimes only 
from 12.45 p.m. — 2.15 p.m. 


Ferguson, Grundig, Harman Kardon, Hitachi, ITT, JBL, JVC, 
Sanyo, Sony, StudioPower, Technics, Vivanco, Wharfedale. 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT* 

We are currently offering INTEREST FREE CREDIT over six or 
nine months. It can be obtained by callers or by mail order as 
well. Minimum purchase to qualify for interest free credit is 
£199.90 ( not applicable to accessories). Payment is by 
payment book or standing order. Ask for details. 


EXTENDED CREDIT TERMS 

If you would like to have credit over a longer period of time, 
we can offer a very special rate of interest over 12, 18, 24, 
30, 36 or 60 months at 21-6% APR. Ask for details. 


EXTENTION WARRANTIES 

We can offer extended warranties on all products on top of 
the normal manufacturers warranties provided. Please ask 
for details. 


MAIL ORDER 

If you want to order by mail, just call and quote your credit 
card details and allow 4-5 days for delivery which costs only 
£6 for delivery by Securicor. Its fast and efficient! 


FINANCE 


oe br 


FINANCE 
0 
FINANCE | 

re 
FINAN 
0° 
FINAN 
0° 
FINAN 
0° 
FINAN 
0 
FINANCE | 
0% | 
FINANCE 
0 
FINAN 


E 


ex) 


E 


eX) 


E 1 


50™ 


E| 


red cual 
pa o~ 


ek =) 


oe 
o~ 


Fl 


AN 


2) 
Sa, Lines 


° 
o~ 


FINANCE} 


2 20 


2 
4 
> 
2 
Q 
m 


More confusion 
over stereo... 


| WAS interested to read your 
reply to Mr Alberts’ letter in the 
March issue concerning the 
meaning of ‘Dolby Stereo on 
linear tracks only’. 

| too have been confused 
about the meaning of this logo, 
but, whatever it does mean, it 
seems unlikely that the pre- 
recorded tape is not also a true 
VHS hi-fi tape. 

| own several pre-recorded 
video tapes with this logo which 
are also described as ‘hi-fi stereo’ 
on the side of the box. 

| know that these tapes are true 
hi-fi tapes because my hi-fi video 
player has an indicator light 
which illuminates when a true hi- 
fi tape is inserted. 

Furthermore, all of these tapes 
are encoded for Dolby Surround 
Sound. 

What | suspect the logo means 
is that the original film was made 
in Dolby Stereo and also that the 
linear, non hi-fi tracks are 
encoded with the Dolby noise 
reduction system. 

This is clearly confusing and | 
wonder whether pressure could 
be brought to bear on the 
manufacturers of pre-recorded 
tapes to clear things up. 

In particular, it would be useful 
not only to know whether a pre- 
recorded tape was a true VHS 
hi-fi tape, but also whether it was 
encoded for Dolby Surround 
Sound. 

Many such tapes have no 
indication that this is so. 

N Beecham, 
Hockley 


See following letter from 
Dolby... 


... Dolby 
clarification 


TO AVOID further confusion 
amongst your readers | thought | 
should write to clarify the use of 
the ‘Dolby Stereo on linear tracks 
only’ logo on pre-recorded VHS 
material as mentioned in the letter 
from Gideon Alberts in your 
March issue. 

The logo is used only under 
the following circumstances: the 
film is an original Dolby Stereo 
cinema release; the film is 
duplicated in stereo in the linear 
tracks; and the linear tracks are 
encoded with Dolby B-type 
noise reduction. 

In most examples duplicated 
in the last four or five years the 
hi-fi tracks will also be in stereo, 
but of course do not use Dolby 
noise reduction — hence the 
phrase ‘or linear tracks only’. 

To alleviate confusion and to 


Teen camcorder 
a good deal 


YOU MIGHT be interested to 
hear about a camcorder outfit, 
including monitor, which | got 
about a week from 
Innovations (Mail Order) Lid of 
Euroway Business Park, Swindon, 
which was advertising them 
priced £125! 

The PXL 3305 from Fisher- 
Price reproduces pictures in 
monochrome only and, as to be 
expected, their quality is not to 
the standard of those obtained 
with equipment costing from eight 
to 10 times as much. 

Nevertheless, it is quite 
remarkable considering the 
relatively low tape-to-head 
velocity which | calculate to be 
16.875 IPS. The pictures are 
particularly good on close to 
medium shots. 

No technical info is given in 
the instruction book, but | suspect 
that the camera operates on a 
medium definition, narrow- 
bandwidth system, and some 
electronic wizardry enables the 
images to be displayed on a 
high-definition TV set. 

The tape transport system 
looks the same as in audio 
cassette recorders, except that 
thé capstan spindle is fitted with a 
sleeve which increases its 
diameter and hence the tape 


The tape heads also appear to. 
be standard stereo record/ 
replay and erase, presumably 
vision on one track and sound 
on the other. 

A CCD is the image sensor 
and the lens is a tiny fixed focus 
one with an enormous depth of 
field — from extreme close-up 
(an inch or two) to infinity. 

| don’t know what the lens 
aperture is but the camera works 


match the logos appearing on 
Dolby Surround hardware now 
available, we are encouraging 
video cassette distributors to use 
the Dolby Surround logo on their 
packaging and your readers 
should see this appearing on 
tapes in the near future. 
Graham Carter, 

Dolby broadcast projects 
manager 


Sound advice for a 
happy marriage 


HERE'S A tip for wedding video- 
makers. If you want to monitor 
the sound but find the earphone 
socket is pretty useless, purchase 
the following two items from 
Tandy. 

An Archer mini amplifier/ 


well in surprisingly low light levels. 

The microphone is very 
sensitive and the sound 
recordings are spoilt by the pick- 
up of motor noise. 

Unfo: there is no 
socket for an external mic, which 
would improve matters 
considerably, but | propose to fit 
one. 

The five minute a side 
recording time per C90 cassette 
does not seem so restrictive when 
one remembers that 8mm cine 
cameras, except the most 
sophisticated ones, provide only 
about four minutes running time 
per film. 

And given the right equipment 
the PXL recordings can be 
copied/edited onto ‘another 
format tape’ for longer 
recordings. 

Incidentally, although high 
bias (chrome) tape is 
recommended, | tried a normal 
bias tape (actually a C60 
Memorex dBS1) and the results 
seemed the same. 

The monitor is actually a TV 


speaker and lightweight mono 
headphones — you will need 
the appropriate leads of course. 

The above are particularly 
useful if you are well away from 
the action and your camera mic 
is not picking up the sound. 

The mini amp is really 
excellent — the sound is boosted 
as you listen. The little speaker 
on the amp is muted when you 
plug in your earphones. An 
excellent buy. 

Eric Pepperell, 
Warrington 


Wide coverage of 
video scene 


| HAVE been a reader of What 
Video for many more years than 
Roy Summerfield (March issue) 


Teenage rampage — a camcorder 
outfit for £125. 


set which is tunable over UHF 
channels 14-83 and two VHF 
bands covering channels 2-6 and 
9-13 (the camera offers a 
choice of two outputs — channels 
3 or 4). 

| can get good pictures from 
BBC] and 2, ITV and C4 when 
tuning the UHF band, but without 
the accompanying sound. 

| think this is due to equipment 
being incompatible with UK 
standards rather than a fault. 

By the way, the outfit came 
with an AC adaptor suited to the 
UK 240v mains supply. 

To sum up: the PXL 3305 was 
evidently designed mainly for the 
US teenage market, but at £125 
it would seem ideal for those 
adults over here who would like 
to have a go at video recording 
but can’t really afford the high 
initial cost of the ‘adult’ gear. 

J Franklin, 
Basildon 


@ Tape Winner 


and disagree that the magazine 
is not as good as it used to be. 

The present combination, with 
Camcorder User as a monthly, 
gives a very wide coverage of 
the video scene. 

However, | do sympathise with 
him in his statement about the 
volume of advertising matter. 
This would be acceptable if the 
advertisements gave some 
information. 

All we get now is page after 
page stating that firms are 
stocking the same item, claiming 
that their's is the lowest price and 
inviting us to telephone for a 
quote. 

This is all very well for local 
firms, but one can spend a 
fortune on calls, only to find that 
the difference between charges 
for an item is so small it is 
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Share your video viewpoints with the rest of our readers. There’s a 
free Fuji tape for the best letter published each month. Send your 
contributions to WHAT VIDEO Letters, 57-59 Rochester Place, London 
NW1 9JU. Please keep your letters short and typed if possible 


Ley Tt 


swallowed up in the phone 
charges. 

| found this recently in getting a 
battery and finished up buying 
one at a store not five miles away 
after making at least five phone 
calls. 

Oh for the days when one 
could see each supplier listing his 
stock with the price appended on 
every model. 

Some of your advertisers do 
this. Why not others? 

A Jenkins, 
West Molesey 


The video market is very 
competitive and dealers fear 
missing out on sales if they state 
prices which may be undercut. 
However, we do agree that 
more stated figures would be a 
great help to readers. 


VCR reliability 
testing 


| WONDER how many owners 
have had the misfortune to own a 
NEC DX-1000 video recorder? 

The first one that | had had a 
picture head fault producing a 
snow storm with weak sound. 
This was returned to NEC for 
service and after a month, while 
in transit back to the shop from 
where it was bought, was stolen. 

It was replaced, and after 
about five months the sound on 
record began to get pro- 
gressively weaker. 

Now the replacement is back 
with NEC for servicing. 

Both machines have only had 
intermittent use over five months. 
Perhaps if stringent reliability 

tests were conducted and 
published, there would be few 
survivors left in the market. 
Neville Kan, 

Chiswick 


Old recordings and 
audio noise 


| RECENTLY began renting a 
Ferguson FV-14T Nicam stereo 
recorder and so far I’m very 
pleased with it. 

The sound quality on hi-fi is 
much better than on the 3V43 | 
was renting previously. 

Unfortunately, the new 
machine refuses to play 
recordings from the old one 
without audio noise and 
distortion, no matter how much | 
adjust the push button tracking 
control. 

If you know any way of 
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correcting this problem | would 
like to know about it. 

| really hate to think that | 
rented a hi-fi machine for three 
years, only to have all the 
recordings | made with it 
rendered obsolete. 

The linear soundtracks are no 
substitute, particularly since the 
FV-14T doesn’t use Dolby and 
can’t even play linear stereo 
tapes. 

You'd think that a modern high 
tech machine like this would 
include Dolby Stereo linear tapes. 

The picture quality is every bit 
as good as the 3V43. 

| was happy to discover that 
the timer can be set from remote 
control. 

| was slightly less impressed to 
discover that it can only be set 
by remote control. 

Suppose the handset breaks, 
or the battery goes flat. 

I've also found that the 
machine sometimes responds 
sluggishly, or not at all, to 
remote commands, which can be 
very bad for the nerves. 

The cue search system works 
well enough, but | haven't 
figured out how to make the 
machine stop, instead of playing, 
once one finds the cue. 

Also, unless I’m mistaken, the 
cue system on this machine is 
incompatible with the old one’s 
tapes. 

And | still haven't figured out 
how to work the numerical go-to 
search system. 

OK, enough of the gripes. | 
said | was pleased and | am. 

The sound quality on the hi-fi 
tracks is, as | said, excellent — 
especially when recording Nicam 
sound. 

The first programme | recorded 
with Nicam was an episode of 
Phil Silvers’ Bilko. 

Even on a crackly old episode 
there was a noticeable difference. 
Then | taped 2007 with stereo 


sound... and I’m still in orbit! 

My only quibble is that Nicam 
material has a lower volume than 
the analogue soundtracks on 
other channels. 

When the Nicam is on it will 
automatically switch back to 
analogue on non-Nicam 
channels. 

This means that the level 
control has to be continually 
adjusted up and down to find 
the optimum level on each 
channel. 

This is another inconvenience 
and I'm worried that the sliders 


‘will eventually wear out and 


become crackly. 

I's a pity that the analogue 
and Nicam levels can’t be 
individually present for each 
channel. 

| refuse to use the audio limiter 
switch because it introduces an 
unpleasant clipping effect. 

Now here is a brief 
cautionary tale. Because of 
improved sound quality | 
decided to leave the Nicam 
switch on while recording BBC 
programmes. 

But when | played back a 
recording of Horizon | discovered 
that the first five minutes of the 
hi-fi soundtrack consisted of 
instrumental music in stereo, 
completely unrelated to the 
picture. 

Fortunately the analogue 
sound was recorded on the 
linear soundtrack and only after 
the first five minutes did the 
documentary soundtrack take 
over from the music on the hi-fi 
tracks. 

Obviously the BBC engineers 
are still doing tests with the 
Nicam system and occasionally 
replace the TV sound with CD or 
DAT sourced music on Nicam. 

Since the system doesn’t 
receive any official publicity 
there’s obviously no telling just 
when this sort of thing will occur, 


although presumably it's more 

common during the daytime. 
The moral: don't take anything 

for granted. 

Lee Mendham, 

Chatham 


Recurring theme of 
battery life 


WHILE READING the March 
issue | noticed a fairly common, 
recurring theme regarding 
battery life following recharging. 

| own a Fuji P600 8mm 
camcorder and had the same? 
experience. Perhaps other 
readers can benefit from my 
discovery. 

Atter your camcorder has 
exhausted the battery, before 
recharging it, connect a simple 
car flasher bulb with holder and 
two leads across the contacts of 
the battery. 

The bulb will stay alight for 
approximately 30-40 minutes. 

When this bulb has gone out, 
then recharge the battery as 
normal and my experience is 
that the batteries then last 
considerably longer. 

In my case a 12v/21w bulb 
was used but the theory will 
prove true if reduced battery 
voltage and bulbs are used. 

A very basic solution to an 
exasperating problem! 

If this is followed each time 
before recharging, the problem 
of short battery life, ‘memory loss’, 
can be avoided. 

G Cornford, 
Brighton 


The Ferguson FV-14T poses a threat to one reader’s recordings — ‘the moral: don’t take anything for granted’. 
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CENTRE CARD 


Sony Centres offer a wide range of credit 

facilities to suit your requirements. These 

include the unique Centre Card — the easy 

way to make regular monthly repayments. 
Just ask for full written details. 


GIFT TOKENS 
<oN 


Sony 
Centre 


100 Ballards Lane, 503734 123456789 0 
. COUNTY SONY CENTRE 

Finchley N3 MR AB ALLGOOD 
01-349 4046 HOME STUDIO 


CCD F330 Handycam £749 


CCD F340 Handycam with variable 
speed shutter £999 


Centre Card 
Centre Card 
Centre Card 


Sony Centre gift tokens make the ideal 
present for anyone who appreciates that 
extra Sony quality. 

Available in £5 and £10 denominations, 
they can be exchanged for any goods or 
services from your local Sony Centre. 


CCD SP5 Splash resistant sports 
Handycam £1199 


CCD V90_ Handycam Pro £999 computer 
CCD V200 Full Feature 21699 XVT500 Video Title 


superimposer 
OR CHOOSE ONE ITEM 
FROM HOME STUDIO 
(i.e. XVT600, XVT500 or XVC700) 


Call us for best price, 
service, delivery, 
warranty on TV’s 

CALL FOR OUR FULL 


COLOUR BROCHURE Sony Centre’s special extended 
HOME VIDEO DECKS — VHS Su2"ntee means extra pro- 


tection for your Sony. 
SLV401 1 month, 8 event VHS Video It is available for 3 or 5 years 
Recorder £459 and covers the cost of parts and 


labour. Your Sony Centre will 
SLV801 365 day, 8 event VHS Video provide further details. 


Recorder £744 


£599.95 
£449.95 


XVC700 Colour correction unit £599.95 
£1399.95 


EXTENDED GUARANTEE 


Special Kit price 


CALL NOW FOR OUR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 


For immediate despatch and prompt 
delivery, simply telephone with your Access, 
Barclaycard, Diners Club or American 
Express Card Number. All stocks are 
computerised, to ensure immediate 
despatch. 


Comprehensive personal and direct export 


facilities are available on several Sony product 


ranges. We can organise payment, 
shipment and delivery worldwide. Please 
telephone, fax or telex for full details. 


The Sony Centre is only yards from Finchley 


Central Station on the Northern Line of the 


London Underground. 13, 26 and 260 buses 


stop outside our front door, and foreign 
visitors will be pleased to learn that our 
showroom is just 30 minutes from London's 


3 ALLOUR GOODSHAVE THE OPTION OF 


4 WE OFFER THE BEST PRODUCTS 


REMEMBER BEFORE YOU BUY A SONY 
1 ALLOUR GOODS ARE GENUINE SONY 
SUPPLIED. 


SONY EXPORTS 
01-349 4046 
TELEX: 261272 
FAX: 01-346 9840 


| _ Sony 


2 ALL OUR GOODS HAVE PROPER 


DEALER AND MANUFACTURER 
Ee PHONE AND CHECK IF IN 
T 


A GENUINE SONY CENTRE 
EXTENDED WARRANTY. 


WITH THE BEST PRICES WITH THE 
BEST SERVICE AND A CREDIT 
SCHEME TO SUIT NEARLY EVERYONE 
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Heathrow Airport. 


THE NORTH’S LEADING CAMCORDER DEALER 


A great new monthly magazine 
from the publishers of WHAT VIDEO 


The great new vid 
e0 photography Mapazi 
gazine from the publish 
€rs of WHAT VID 
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YOUR OWN 
PLUS AN UNBEATABLE 


£990 


WORTH OF ACCESSORIES 


DEPTH 
OF 


Panasonic MC10 


FIELD 


FREE BUYER 
POCKET auine 


21099.3; 


OR ONLY £37 A MONTH’ 
WALSO AVAILABLE ¥V 


ge. Panasonic MC6 


Ma LOW PRICE! 
Plus Accessory 
Oe Package Deal 


weigil 


Panasonic 


% AC/Power Adaptor/Charger 
% Motorised Cassette Adaptor 
* 5 x EC30 Cassettes 

* Tripod 

* Briefcase Style Carry Case 

% 2 Rechargeable Batteries 

% Shoulder Strap 

yx RF Convertor for TV Playback 


PLUS PLUS PLUS PLUS 


* Character Generator worth 
over £120 


video magazine from the same great team. 


Wi WHAT VIDEO is your hottest bet for tests, prices and up- 
to-the minute news of video. But now there’s a new monthly 


A glossy terrific value publication packed with colour, 
Camcorder User is essential reading for all present or 
intending video photographers. 
@ APRIL’S Camcorder User — on sale at newsagents now 
— includes the form for the UK’s biggest movie-making 
competition with £10,000 worth of prizes to be won. 
Features include a timely look at how to shoot a wedding, 
an in-depth convertor lens survey, tips on making a horror 
movie and a head-to-head test of the first Super VHS-C 


M7 


Plus Accessory 
Package Deal 


save £200 £1099.95 


Panasonic 
NVMS1B- 
NEW SUPER 
*S” VHS 


— Call in for 
details and price 


camcorders. 
@ The MAY issue — on sale April 20 — will carry a guide to 
video courses for improving your techniques, a look at how 
the professionals create sound effects, the secrets of how to 
fake a storm sequence, and a test of the Panasonic and 
Sony editing decks. 
Like all new magazines, it may sometimes be hard to find. 
@ Either place a order with your newsagent; 
or send just £21.00 (pp included) to receive your hot-off- 
the-press issue every month for the next year. 

As a special offer, we'll also extend your year’s subscrip- 
tion for two extra months — 14 issues for the price of 12! 


14-FOR-12 SUBSCRIPTION 


Now, you need never lose 
those precious moments 

— birthdays, holidays, 
weddings and anniversaries 
can all be captured on your 
own video and enjoyed 
over and over again. 


Panasonic 


“BALANCE OVER 30 MONTHS APR. 30.6% 
Established over 40 years 


@ Send to: Camcorder User, Infonet, 5 Riverpark Estate, Billet Lane, 
Berkhampstead, Herts HP4 1HL. 


YES. Please send me my annual subscription for which | enclose my 
cheque/PO for £21.00. Please allow approximately 4-6 weeks for 
commencement. 


i Ld 
AUDIO VISUAL }-¢53-- 
44 High Street, Cheadle. Tel 061 428 8180 
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CCD F340 


...one step ahead 


CAMCORDERS [Plit: VIDEOS [PI HI-FI Pi: TELEVISIONS 


SALE SALE SALE SALE 


CANON VME 70 VIDEO 8 
CANON VME 708 VIDEO 8 

FUJI P610 VIDEO 8 (CLONE,SONY, 
FERGUSON FCO5 VHS-C 
FERGUSON FCO7 VHS-C 
FERGUSON FCO8 FULL 


HITACHI VM 600 FULL 
JVC GR45EK VHS-C ... 


JVC GRA30 VHS-C ... 


PANASONIC NVM7B VHS. 

Piepe tbe NVM10B VHS-C 
PANASONIC NVMS1B SUPER VHS... 

SANYO VMD 3 VIDEO 8 

SANYO VMD 5 VIDEO8. 

SHARP VCL 73 VHS-C 

SHARP VL-C650 8x1 ZOOM VHS-C 

SHARP. VL-C750 12x1 ZOOM VHS-C 

SONY CCDF330 Free Batt + 5 Tapes... 


New Low Price 
New Low Price 


“£1079.95 


AKAI VS23EK 

AKAI VS35EK 
AKAI VS55EK 

AKAI VS66EK 
AKAI VS77EK..... 
FERGUSON FV20B . 
FERGUSON FV21R. 
FERGUSON FV26L 
FERGUSON FV30! 
FERGUSON FV14T.. 
FERGUSON FV39S 
HITACHI VT420... 
HITACHI VT43 
HITACHI VT520. 
HITACHI VT530 . 
HITACHI VT522 .. 
HITACHI VT580. 


JVC HRD 330. 
JVC HRD 530 NICAM. 
RD 750. 


MITSUBISHI HSB10.... 

MITSUBISHI HSB20 

MITSUBISHI HSB30. 

byes aN esthy ‘SUPER VHS... 

PANASONIC NVG40 ..New Low Price 

PANASONIC NVG45.... ..New Low Price 

PANASONIC NVG25... ..New Low Price 

fae SONIC NVG80 .. New Low Price 
PANASONIC NVD80 NICAM 

PANASONIC NV180 PORTABI 

PANASONIC NVFS1B SUPER VH:; 

SANYO VHR 4160 

SANYO VHR 4350.. 


.. New Low Price 

..New Low Price 

.. New Low Price 
New Low Price. 


SONY SLV 801 VHS 

SHARP VCA 105 HM. 
SHARP VCA 111 HM. 
SHARP VCA 5011 HM 
SHARP VCT 310 H...... 
SHARP VCA 502 HM. 
SHARP VCT 510 HM.. 
SHARP VCD 810H.. 


SHARP VCD 805H.. 


PANASONIC WVP-F10 15! 
PANASONIC WVP-F10 200 
PANASONIC WVF 200E (3 Chip 


SONY XVT500 DIGITAL VIDEO SUPERIMPOSER.. 
INY XVT600 PICTURE COMPUTER....... 
SONY XVC700 COLOUR CORRECTOR 


VIVANCO VCR 2044 ENHANCER 
VIVANCO VCR 3044 ENHANCER... 


REFLECTA 300 WATT aT 
REFLECTA 1000 WATT (MAINS 
REFLECTA 2000 WATT (MAINS)... 

REFLECTA 100W PORTABLE (12 VOLT) 
REFLECTA PORT LIGHT & CHARGER... 
SUNPAK CV300 PORTABLE ...nsssrses 
LUXON VL 100 (PORTABLE Pitas CHARGER) 


PANASONIC AG500B (SYSTEM) 


PANASONIC AG1000B 
PANASONIC AG6100B. 
PANASONIC AG6500B. 


VHS TAPES 
FUJI E180 SHG.. 
FUJI E240 SHG... 
FUJI E30 SXG PRO, 


FUJI E120 SXG PRO £5.39 
FUJI E180 SXG PRO... 
JVC E120 PRO.... 

E180 PRO.... 


TDK E180 HD-XPRO.... 


VHS-C TAPES 


JVC EC30 SHG... 


JVC EC30 PRO 

FUJI EC30 HG £3.99 
MAXELL EC30 EX... £3.85 
PANASONIC EC30 SHG £3, 
TDK EC30 EHG.... 


TDK EC30 PRO... 


SPECIAL OFFER 
FUJI P610 CAMCORDER 


WITH FREE TRIPOD WORTH £29.95 
NORMALLY 
£899.95 


GOODS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


01-470 3499 


* SONY P590... 


VIDEO 8 TAPES 


FUJI P590.... 
MAXELL P5: 


PANASONIC F10/100 + NV180 + ACC... 


PANASONIC F10/150 + NV180 + ACC... 
PANASONIC F10/200 + NV180 + A/C... 
bey abs F10/100 OR F10/150 or F1 


PANASONIC WVF200E + AG6400 + A/C... 


If you require any other Camera System 
please phone for details. 


TELEVISIONS: 
a) aes of 


MITSUBISHI, RITACA 


Televisions are available from stock. 
Please phone for price. 


LENS FILTER KIT G TELE 

KEWMODE WIDE + TELEPHOTO LENS (BOTH). £59.95 
KEWMODE TELECINE AD 
PANASONIC WV J20E HOME TENE ADAPTOR......£199.95 


VID | : 


Complete 4 of Kewmode, Manfrotto and 
Silk Tripods are available. 

We believe that we’re very competitive in 
the UK for TV’s, CAMCORDERS, VIDEOS, 
VIDEO CAMERA SYSTEMS, VIDEO ACCES- 
SORIES and HI-FI. 

We have a huge range from all the quality 
manufacturers along with comprehensive 
stocks and manufacturers back 
GUARANTEES. 

Optional 5 year extended guarantees are 
also available. ‘See for yourselves and for 
that personal touch, come and visit our 
showrooms on the ROMFORD ROAD, FOR- 
EST GATE 


“PRICE PROMISE 


The PRC PRICE PROMISE, if prior to 
purchase you can find any of our products 
advertised elsewhere cheai 42 (and in stock), 
we will beat the PRICE at the time of 
purchase. 


FAST MAIL ORDER 


We also have a super fast efficient mail order 
service available. When you place your 
order, give credit card details and leave the 
rest to us. Our securicor delivery costs £6 
per parcel. It’s as easy as it is effective. 


Ite 


HI-FI & VIDEO 
450 ROMFORD ROAD 
FOREST GATE 
LONDON E7 8DF 


(open MON-SAT. 10am to 6pm) 


EN = 


01-552 2903 


Showrooms open Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm 
223 Tottenham Court Road, London 15 Tottenham Court Road, London W1 43 Church Street, Croydon, Surrey 


SALE — SALE — SALE — SALE — SALE — SALE 


Akai VS-23EK 
Akai VS-35EK... 
Akai VS-55EK... 
Akai VS-66EK... 


Akai VS-77EK 
Jvc 

JVC HRD 320EK 
JVC HRD 400EK . 
JVC HRD SOOEK . 
JVC HRD 700EK . 
JVC HRD 750EK . 
JVC HRD 530EK 
SANYO 

Sanyo VHR-4150 
Sanyo VHR-4350 


Sanyo VHR-P500 PIP 


VIDEO RECORDERS | 


FERGUSON 


Ferguson FV20R 
Ferguson FV21R... 
Ferguson FV22L.... 
Ferguson FV 26 PIP..... 
Ferguson FV14 NICAM 


SHARP 

Sharp VC A140 

Sharp VC 5011 BEST BUY. 
Sharp VC D801 


PANASONIC 
Panasonic NV G21B. 
Panasonic NV G40B. 
Panasonic NV G45B. 
Panasonic NV G48B. 
Panasonic NV D80B. 
Panasonic NV FSI 


HITACHI 
Hitachi VT-520 
Hitachi VT-536.... 
Hitachi VT-522.... 
Hitachi VT-580..... 
Hitachi VT-430 


SONY 

Sony SLF2SUB. 
Sony SL-V201 . 
Sony SL-V401 . 
Sony SLV801... 
EUS-800UB. 
Sony EVDTI 


NEC 

NEC DX-1000 
NEC DxX-3000 
NEC DX-1200.... 


L 


VIDEO MIXERS | 


Vivanco 1044 ¢ 
Vivanco 2044 .. 
Vivanco 3044 


MAIL ORDER HOTLINE — 01-637 1619 FIVE LINES 


Sony CCDV 90... 
Sony CCD F330... 
Sony CCD F340 
Sony CCD FSP5 
Sony 100E 


Panasonic NVMC10B. esi 
Panasonic NVMC6B........cccscesessesesneeneene 
TVG GRASSO INEW .. cxscsseansttsanssisspstteosnsantios 


PANASONIC TVS 
TC-13G 3" 
TC-1100G 11” 
TC1480-1485 
TC-1675-16".... 
TC-1785-17".... 
TC-2185-21".... 


TX-C84-24" NICAM 
TX-C78-28" NICAM.... 
TX-3570-33" NICAM 


PORTABLE VIDEOS & 
CAMERA SYSTEMS 


; Panasonic NV 180B.. 


Panasonic AG6400B 
Hitachi VT-8E. 
Panasonic F10-100... 
Panasonic F10-200 
Panasonic F10-150 
Hitachi VKC1600E.... 


Sony CCD V200E.. 
Fuji P610 Free Tri 
Sanyo VMD1 
Sanyo VMD3 
Sanyo VMD5 


CAMCORDER VHS/C | 


AVG CER Sa ices ceccnacticeesssapeensanar tet? 
Hitachi VMCC30.. 

Hitachi VMC40 . 

Hitachi VM500.. fi 
Hitachi VIMGOO i scitiiasoicccteanicheanapornateieee 


KV-M19XMT-TEXT .. 
KV-M211-R/C......... 
KV-X21T-TEXT.. 


KV-27XRT-STEREO .. 


| KV-DX-271-STEREO Se 


Sony NP77 
JVC Batteries 
Panasonic Batteries 


Canon E708. 
Canon E70 
Bauer Bosch 82 


CAMCORDER VHS/C 
Sharp VLC73A 
Telefunken 292 .. 
Bauer BO8N VC61 
Philips (JVC Clone) 


- We can try ‘to beat or match any 
_ prices at your time of purchase 


~ ALL PRICES AVAILABLE ON 
MAIL ORDER & SHOWROOM 


GULTRONICS 


217-218 Tottenham Court Road 
London W1. 
Tel: 01-637 1619 
All prices correct at time of going to 
press and are subject to change 
without prior notice 


What Video May 1989 


Every month Barry Fox looks into the 
direction of video, its technical 
development and its brief history 


March May be the last 


EVERY YEAR in May the 
electronics companies show off 
their wares to the retail trade, 
who place orders for Christmas. 

These May trade shows are a 
pain in the neck for everyone. 
Because no-one can agree on 
a single venue, like Olympia or 
Earls Court, each firm hires a 
hotel suite. So the ‘show’ 
straggles through literally 
dozens of hotels, all across 
London. 

This year the trade decided 
to have its May show in March, 
because the big multiple dealers 
say they need more time to 
plan for Christmas. Many of the 
major manufacturers dropped 
out and staged road shows 
instead. With a bit of luck, this 
year’s will have been the last 
hotel show. 

The BBC called a meeting, 
along with trade body BREMA, 
to offer its Radio Show as a 
venue for next year’s March 
‘May’ trade show. But everyone 
invited knew that the BBC 
organisers and publicists had 
made a terrible mess of last 
year’s Radio Show. 

And the manufacturers who 
went to the meeting 
complained that the BBC 
publicity people were still 
playing ostrich — they wouldn't 
admit their past mistakes; they 
will only reluctantly embrace 
BBC television; and they won't 
allow satellite or high definition 
TV exhibits at their Radio Show. 

The March trade show was 
notable for the way the large 
firms are playing a waiting 
game on satellite. They reckon 
that dish and receiver sales will 
be far, far slower than 
predicted. 

They are far more interested 
in Nicam stereo, with ITV and 
Channel Four due to start a 
service in London and Yorkshire 
this September and the BBC 
then bound to follow. 

BSB dummy squarials were 
everywhere, but the trade was 
buzzing with tales of a very 
disappointing demonstration of 
a prototype squarial given by 
BSB at ERA Labs in 
Leatherhead on the Friday 
before the show. 

The prototype turned out to 
be a thick metal unit, more like 
a biscuit tin, housing 144 
separate horns, with a 
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waveguide and LNB on the 
back. 

No-one wants to spend the 
millions it will cost to make the 
moulds needed to press this 
clumsy beast from plastic — 
and time is fast running out for 
BSB. 

All eyes are now on Marconi 
which is developing a truly flat 
plate aerial. But this will be 
much larger — nearly twice the 
size originally promised by BSB. 

All the firms supplying BSB 
with receivers are already 
making contingency plans to 
use ordinary dish aerials instead 
of the squarial. 

Most interesting product at 
the show was Panasonic’s latest 
VHS digital VCR. It will play 
NTSC tapes through most PAL 
TV sets. More details later. 


EARLY IN February, a glossy PR 
man was busy rounding up 
beautiful people to attend a 
lunchtime party at the swish Les 
Ambassadeurs Club in Mayfair. 
Gossip columnists and travel 
puffers got invites, too. So did a 
very few of the technical press. 
When we got there, we 


The SkyView 8mm film system in 
first class passenger service on 
board a British Airways 747. 


found a roomful of winter tans 
and an army of smooth sales 
folk from a string of interlocking 
companies demonstrating a 
new inflight entertainment 
system for airlines. 


To cut a confusing story short, 
a company called IMC had tied 
up with another company 
called Curtis and Green and 
another company called 
Fieldtech to try to sell the 
airlines the idea of building a 
Video Walkman into each seat 
on a plane. 

This will start with first class, 
then business class and finally 
cattle class. 

The idea is that passengers 
will choose films from a 
selection of 50 cassettes, plug 
in, play and watch on an LCD 
colour screen. 

The IMC/Curtis and Green/ 
Fieldtech system is called 
SkyView and the beautiful 
people (some of whom turned 
less than beautiful when the 
food ran out) were there to 


hear that British Airways had 
kitted out 18 first class seats on 
two Jumbo 747s as a trial. 

But there was quite a lot that 
the beautiful people were never 
told. 4 

Firstly, the SkyView launch 
coincided with a press 
conference held by British 
Airways to announce a £24 
million re-fit on all first class 
cabins in all BA’s 56 wide- 
bodied planes. 

True, two 747s are being 
equipped with SkyView systems 
for a six-month trial period, but 
two more are being equipped 
with a rival system developed 
by Avicom, a subsidiary of 
Lockheed. 

The airline will then decide 
who gets the contract. 

Superficially the two systems 
are much of a muchness. Both 
use a colour LCD screen 
measuring around 10cm across, 
pivoted to the armrest. Both use 
an 8mm video cassette player 
built into the armrest with 
individual controls for the 
passenger. 

The 8mm system is used 


instead of VHS because it offers p> 
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CRAZY 
CLEAROUT! 


This month we’ve some crazy offers on 
selected models from JVC, AKA, 
PANASONIC, SONY, HITACHI. Study 
the extra special prices below on ex- 
display Camcorders & VCRs, all of 
which are in perfect condition with full 
guarantee — Brand new sealed box 
models are available for a small 
additional cost. 


PANASONIC NVMC6B 
PANASONIC NVMC10B 
PANASONIC NVM7B 
JVC GR45EK 

JVC GRASOEK 

SONY CCDF330 

SONY CCDF340 

SONY CCDV90E 


SONY CCDV200 
HITACHI VT520 
HITACHI VT522 
HITACHI VT530 


109-113 London Road (0732) 51 Beckenham Road 
SEVENOAKS kent 459555 BECKENHAM ken 658 3450 
Sevenoaks Branch only (0732) 4 Railway Street (0634) 
MAIL ORDER 458985 CHATHAM kent 46859 
73b North Street (World Wide Export) (0483) 162 Powis Street, Woolwich (01) 
GUILDFORD surrey 36666 LONDON seis 855 8016 
34 Mount Ephraim (0892) 55 Preston Street (0273) 


TUN. WELLSkent 31543 BRIGHTON sussex 733338 


In-flight movie menu for SkyView’s system. 


<4 at least two hours of continuous 


playing time from a cassette the 
same size as a conventional 
audio cassette. 

Both SkyView and Avicom 
are buying in the vital 
components, ready-made. 
Avicom buys its LCD screens 
from NEC, SkyView from 
Toshiba. Avicom has bought its 
8mm video tape deck from 
Sanyo. SkyView proudly says it 
has bought from Kodak in the 
US. There is some interesting 
history here. 

In January 1984, Kodak 
grandly announced ‘the 
beginning of another new era’, 
a range of 8mm video products 
which turned out to be made 
for Kodak by Matsushita in 
Japan. 

Sales in the US were slow, 
and Kodak never went ahead 
with the planned European 
launch. By 1987 Kodak's 8mm 
video equipment units were 
being sold off for a few 
hundred dollars each. 

Exactly four years after 
launch, the company made it 
official and abandoned 8mm. 

SkyView has been able to 
buy some of Kodak's unsold 
hardware and use it as the 


basis of the trial systems sold to 
BA. SkyView talks about 
Matsushita already having the 
production tools necessary to 
start making the Kodak units 
again if there is demand. 

But at what price? Matsushita 
owns Panasonic, which is firmly 
committed to VHS. 

By buying from Sanyo, which 
routinely makes both 8mm and 
VHS equipment, Avicom may 
well be on safer ground. 

At the press conference, 
Vincent Donohoe, who founded 
IMC a year ago, was showing 
a prototype of ‘future products’ 
— a bulky lap-top unit which 
combines an 8mm player and 
flip-top LCD screen. 

Those who visited the 
consumer electronics trade 
show in London in the spring of 
1987 will remember the same 
Vincent Donohoe showing the 
same prototype. 

Because both Avicom and 
SkyView are buying equipment 
originally designed for the US 
market, it is of NTSC format. So 
any European passenger 
pinching BA's cassettes will find 
they are of NTSC format and 
will not play on a European 
PAL player O 
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Robert Angus reports every month 
on the American video scene 


enbit 


$18m bill for Panasonic 


IN ONE of the largest price- 
fixing cases yet to hit the audio/ 
video industry in the US, 
Panasonic has agreed to pay 
cash refunds of from $17 
(£9.45)-$45 (£25) each to about 
83,000 customers in New York. 

The company has offered a 
similar arrangement for customers 
in most other states, a maximum 
of about 665,000 people. The 
total bill, including $2m (£1.1m) 
in handling costs and advertising 
the rebates to customers, will be 
about $18m (£10m). 

What Panasonic is alleged to 
have done was to tell dealers that 
if they sold the company’s 
products for less than its 
suggested retail prices, they 
would have trouble getting more. 

That programme, enforced 
during a five month period in 
1988, is said to have added $19 
(£10.50)-$26 (£14.45) to the 
price of six video cassette 
recorder models, $20 (£11.10)- 
$45 (£25) to the price of three 
camcorders and $18 (£10)-$24 
(£13.35) to various audio 
products. 

New York state attorney 
general Robert Abrams said that 
his investigation is continuing in 
the case of two other 
manufacturers, Hitachi and 
Thomson Consumer Electronics. 

In addition to price-fixing, 
Abrams said, his office is also 
looking into the possibility that the 
companies agreed among 
themselves to keep prices 
artificially high. 


A HOT new trend in the hotel 
business got a shot in the arm last 
month when the 9th US Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco ruled in 
favour of innkeepers’ right to rent 
movies on video cassette to 
guests without paying a 
performance fee. 

The suit, brought by CBS, 
Columbia Pictures, Disney, 
Embassy Features, Paramount, 
20th Century-Fox, Universal and 
Warner Brothers, claimed that 
hotel rentals constitute a public 
performance, unlike the home- 
use-only limitation put on most 
video rentals. 

The court, in a 3-0 decision, 
echoed that by the US District 
Court in Los Angeles, brought 
three years ago by the same 
plaintiffs. 

Makers of single-piece video 
cassette players and TV monitors 


What Video May 1989 


expect this to be a boom year as 
hotels and motels rush to equip 
their guest rooms with units 
capable of playing rented 
movies. 

The hotels expect to make a 
significant profit from the movie 
rentals. 


US POLICE departments will get 
their own TV network in June. 

For 18 hours a day, the 
satellite-delivered Law 
Enforcement TV Network will 
deliver video training 
programmes for law enforcement 
officers. 

The schedule will include daily 
newscasts of special interest to 
the police, and will be available 
to local and state police 
departments on a subscription 
basis. 

Programmes will be scrambled, 
to prevent owners of satellite 
dishes from eavesdropping. 

For about $500 (£280) per 
month (for each police location), 
a department would receive a 
2m antenna, receiver, 
programme guide and other 
services. 

Westcott Communications, the 
company which operates LETN, 
hopes to have another network 
for lawyers on the air by the end 
of the year. 

Westcott now operates the 
Automotive Satellite Television 
Network for automobile dealers. 


SHORTLY AFTER 9pm on the 
night of January 19, a Mexican- 
registered cargo plane built 
before World War II rolled down 
the runway at Laredo 
International Airport in Texas with 
freelance pilot Rick Block at the 
controls. 


Aboard, according to the 
manifest, was a cargo of video 
cassette recorders and other 
electronic products from a local 
electronics dealer. 

Seconds after take off, the 
plane plummeted out of the sky, 
belly-landing on the runway 
where it cracked open spilling 
cartons of electronics and jet fuel. 

Within seconds, the wreckage 
was in flames. The co-pilot ran 
for help, his clothes on fire. 

Somehow pilot Block managed 
to walk away, but was admitted 
to hospital shortly thereafter with 
a collapsed lung. 

Investigators descended on the 
scene within seconds, trying to 
determine what had happened 
— the weather that night was 
beautiful. No wind gusts and no 
clouds. 

Then, the authorities found 
something they weren't expecting 
— more than 300 VideoCipher II 
satellite TV decoders, most of 
them aflame. 

Firefighters struggled to put out 
the blaze, but, according to one 
eyewitness, ‘as soon as they 
thought they'd extinguished one 
section and moved on to another, 
the first would blaze up again.’ 

Notified by Federal Aviation 
Agency investigators, customs 
agents came running. 

The reason: it requires an 
export licence to ship VC Il 
decoders out of the country 
under the terms of the Arms 
Export Control Act, and licences 
are granted only for Canada. 

The VC Il contains data 
encryption standards covered by 
category XIII (b) of the Munitions 
List, which in turn is covered by 
the Arms Export Control Act. 

In any event, there proved to 


be no export licence for the 
decoders, which apparently were 
destined for Mexico. 

Then the investigators learned 
that the plane seemed to belong 
to nobody. 

The cargo apparently came 
from Jett Sales, a company which 
Operates two consumer 
electronics shops in the Laredo 
area. 

Its owned by Wolf Hoffman, 
who also owns American Air 
Freight (a cargo carrier) and 
Laredo Air (a commuter airline). 

The control tower assumed that 
the plane belonged to American 
Air Freight — an assumption the 
company challenged. 

Seeking more information, the 
investigators went to visit pilot 
Block in the hospital, but by the 
time they got there, he had 
disappeared. 

However, they learned that 
Block's name and address were 
in a notebook carried by Contra 
pilot Eugene Hasenfus when he 
was shot down over Nicaragua a 
few years ago. 

Within days, the FBI had joined 
the investigation. It was 
attempting to determine where 
the decoders were headed, who 
they belonged to, whose plane 
was involved and who Block was 
working for. 

The FBI was also interested in 
whether the decoders had been 
altered before shipment to allow 
unauthorised reception of 
scrambled American TV 
programming. 

A brisk trade has developed 
along the border in altered 
decoders, with Customs and the 
FBI investigating a number of less 
glamorous cases in recent 
months CE 


Panasonic faces a big bill in the States. 
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I ARKON“STAY COOL” |\NiVANCO 
§ PORTABLE LIGHT KIT Jocees 
a 295 Bae veR1044 sate 


FREE DELIVERY eR Controls for VIDEO BOOST/CUT, SHARPNESS, VIDEO NOISE i 


i REDUCTION, SWITCH for VCR1 to VCR2 or VCR2 to VCR1 allows permanent 
3 FEATURES INCLUDE 


connection to TV with A/V input. 2169) fo 
Xs, 
© Pro style (12v) 100W head inc. pip (Hy ae 
VCR2044 i (o, Noy Bagg \ | 


© Can be camera mounted or stand mounted 4 Ig | 
ilts/Swi Controls for COLQUR. CONTRAST. SHARPNESS, NOISE REDUCTION. ON \ | 
pce ea Bo A alae VIDEO FADER, AUDIO FADER, 4 INPUT AUDIO/VIDEO SWITCH, bib? Op 7004. \ ; 


phe bene Sal Riera 5 OUTPUT DISTRIBUTION AMP. Pa, er 
A io / i 
VCR3044 inc. p/p ee S 


@ H/R Prot. filter (included) 
© Optional lighting stand available only £29 
: — Y Controls as VCR2044 plus BRIGHTNESS CONTROL, SPLITLINE ON-SCREEN COMPARISON 


© 6.5ah S.L.A. pack with strap (inc. battery-charger) 
nn ee 
| CR FATIVE Vi D EG Fi LTER KITS facility. plus AUDIO MIXER with MIC/LINE/VCR/ inputs and extra A/V output 
$$ ET 
: 66 55 
NEUTRAL DENSITY. Improves GRADUATED GREY: Enhances FOG EFFECT: Used to create 
results under very bright the overall results of shots mood or re apron 


ling eee be mean ean 6) arene amu Designed & built in Italy by Dr Leo Cattozo 
S the amount of ey or whil y 
EEE WALLET | ih passing tough Pome ete @ Seer Gein yes Transfers cine film or slides onto video via your video camera 


lens. Ideal for beach or balanced result than by 


days when used on 


snow locations using back light control landscapes 
es | SOFL spor: Produces a diffused | STARBURST: Generat CULDURBURST Siar i 
SET 2 outer fraled acer : c of light Srmaatiny worn Starburs' shart ts 
é . central image. any bright point light produces light rays or 
including Emphasizes the centre of source such as distant car G repeat hightights which cy 
FREE WALLET | the picture area. Used for headlights, sunlight break up into the spectral 
y flashbacks’ or dream twinkling on water etc. colours of the rainbow. 
4 4 sequences. ae) 
4) : Special Offer cl 
| he. 
i INCLUDING FREE DELIVERY INC. FREE P/P Bes 
i FEATURES INCLUDE: © Non double image. ; ‘ 
eat SPECIAL OFFER: Order with mos U.V/Sky £32.95 © Optical mirror with silver plated © Special screen for super bright daylight 
is a Light Filter (Total of 7 Filters) only surface. images. : i 
ge Please state make & model of your camera (for filter size) © No centrol spot and no grain. ¢ High fidelity colour. ¢ Wide angle vision. 


Ac i URTECH VIDEO LENSES FLUID-ACTION 
q ¢ TELEPHOTO 1.4x Bi Pe \e 49 PRO. VIDEO TRIPOD 


3 (Both 2 Element/2 Gr f oi, © FLUID ACTION MULTI-CONTROL HEAD 
3 os revo cn es" 
4 WIDE ANGLE 0. 7x £350" eet FOR BOTH | BOTH Vari-angle pan handle £ «95 
fe Ps ili 6, ate aawuripice saat sanwlnebkats si faba ase i4en tuts IRL oR ioe pn INCLUDING 
(iiss ingnut fitting. FREE DELIVERY 
a zt TELEPHOTO 1.5x = £49 eacn eee 
i (3 Element/3 Group W/A) £ Variable elevator friction & locking tri-brace 

| © 32mm ALLUMINIUM TUBULAR LEGS 

WIDE ANGLE 0.5x £49 can FOR BOTH Extends to an extra-high 73 


Soe OO RCO Oe or COU ARO ee EEG Osta iy Get ite. All black satinized 


TELEPHOTO 2x ti-esotution £69 eacn ell G Spiked or rubber feet 


(4 Element/4 Group) ¢ OPTIONAL DOLLY AVAILABLE ONLY £69. 


WIDE ANGLE 0.42x seni tish eye £65 eae SUPER-DIRECTIONAL MIC 


(3 Element/3 Group) 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE DELIVERY 


(Please state make & model of your camera with order) © Designed specifically for use with video (3.5mm jack 


plug fitted). 
VID = O N]/ é S Increases sensitivity and improves general sound 
quality. 
és ” © One-point super-cardoid directivity. — i 
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li’s a date for Hi8 


IT’S OFFICIAL. Hi-band 8mm 
video format camcorders, decks 
and tapes have been launched 
in Japan. 

Sony led the spearhead 
against S-VHS-C with one Hi8 
camcorder, a home deck and a 
range of tapes, closely followed 
by Kyocera, Fuji and Ricoh. 

Though the S-VHS-C camp, led 
valiantly by Matsushita and JVC, 
has yet to prove itself in technical 
or marketing muscle terms, Sony 
has already taken off its gloves in 
the fight to achieve market 
dominance. 

Sony seems to have learnt 
from JVC's method of winning the 
VHS vs Betamax battle and is 
employing similar techniques. That 
is to license many other 
manufacturers to make Hi8 
products quickly and in big 
numbers. 

For the uninitiated, Hi8 will 
deliver up to 450 lines of 
(horizontal) resolution. This is the 
same as S-VHS on average. 

However, where Hi8 is likely 
to score brownie points is in the 
length of tape, hence longer 
recording time. 

S-VHS-C tape for NTSC 
machines still only has a typical 
maximum of about 20 minutes in 
SP (standard play) mode; 8mm 
now offers 45 minutes in SP; Hi8 
offers up to 120 minutes. 

Technicians are saying that the 
limits are rapidly being reached 
in the development of the VHS 
tape materials. 

Also, given the longer Hi8 
tape length and early emergence 
of home decks in the new 
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format, Hi8 is already a viable TV 
time-shifting and TV movie 
recording medium. 

Indeed, in an early reaction to 
counter public ‘wows’ of 
amazement over reports of Fuji’s 
new Fantasy home edit 
masterpiece (see Japan, April), 
Sony has been moved to pre- 
announce its digital special 
effects generator, XV-Z1000 (for 
around £3,200). 

Those with the dosh can have 
image frame synthesis, chroma 
key, overlap and wipe features 
for the utmost in home movies or 
home dramas. 

It also has professional tricks 
like picture divide into as many as 
144 pieces, with the ability to 
plug a different frame image into 
each ‘hole’. 

Not content? All right, then add 
the ability to do mosaic effects, 
solarization, reverse pictures and 
zoom frame. 

Interestingly, it also has an 
S-terminal, probably a bold but 
open-minded approach to 
appeal to all S-VHS fans, too. 

The SFX generator offers user 
control of an optional colour 
corrector, plus on-board chroma, 
noise reduction, auto-wipe and 
fades, white balance and black 
balance. 


SO WHAT of the Hi8 
camcorders themselves? 

Sony’s CCD-V900 (at only 
£1,100) has a %in. CCD image 
pick-up chip offering 450 lines 
of horizontal resolution, multi- 
speed shutter, index search and 
8x macro zoom. 


A second model with digital 
PCM stereo sound is being 
momentarily held back from the 
market. 

Sony also released Hi8 tapes 
with recording times of 20, 60 
and 120 minutes. Prices go from 
£6.75 to £12 for the Hi8 Metal-E 
tapes. A range of slightly lower 
grade Hi8 Metal-P tape costs a 
little less. 

The tapes’ metal particles that 
cover the base material and 
determine the amount of signal 
(hence sharpness, etc) that is 
successfully recorded, are 2/3 the 
size of the new tapes compared 
to the older MP (metal particle) 
tapes. 

Sony is claiming 50 per cent 
better signal retention on the 
new Hi8 tapes. 

Sony has stood the metal 
particles on end, rather than lying 
down, which helps get more 
metal onto the tape, hence better 
picture and sound quality. 

Kyocera’s KD-H130 Hi8 
camcorder costs the same as 
Sony’s. It has a 420k pixel CCD 
image pick-up device and a 
multi-directional mic, plus variable 
shutter speeds. 

Kyocera also released a range 
of tapes, also exactly the same 
price as Sony’s Hi8-E tapes. 

Fuji’s Hi8 camcorder is a 
whole £13 dearer but it does 
come with a Y/C separating 
connection. 

This is the principle that S-VHS 
uses, to separate the chrominance 
and luminance (colour and 
brightness) picture elements, for 
better quality. 


Tomorrow’s news today on the latest AV 
fashion gadgets from the land of the rising 
yen, brought to you by Allan Shriver 


Hi8 camcorders, using the 
advanced 8mm recording 
system, are now available 
in Japan and America. This 
is Sony’s CCD-V99, bound 
for the States at $2200. 


No resolution figures were 
available for Fuji’s M830HR, but 
picture quality is said to exceed 
450 lines. 

This is as near as darn it to 
broadcast quality — and in your 
own home movies! And for only 
£1,100. 

Ricoh’s Hi8 camcorder, the 
R-800H (also at £1,100), weighs 
1.5kg, measures 123 x 136 x 
352mm, has an 8x macro 
zoom, 7 lux minimum light 
capability, tape indexing, index 
search and a dual capsule mic 
(for omni-directional and tightly- 
directional sensitivities). 

Meanwhile, in the relatively 
ho-hum world of standard 8mm, 
Fuji Photo has released its first 
self-produced 8mm camcorder, 
the F630DX, for around £750 
with a 6X zoom lens, delay timer, 
intervalmeter time-lapse 
recording timer, two-frame 
memory for editing in titles, 
autofocus and flying erase head. 

Oh yes, and a wireless 
microphone for the taped subject 
in addition to a commentator’s 
mic for the cameraman! 

As well as a planned 30 
minute long S-VHS-C tape, the 
VHS camp also announced a 
VHS VCR which can play back 
VHS-C tape without the need for 
a separate adaptor. 

Dewa nichi hodo © 


NOTE: Prices and availability in Allan's column 
refer only to Japan. UK arrival may well be some 
time off, while prices, with freight, VAT and import 
duty added, will certainly be substantially higher. 
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TWO EVENTS intertwined; the 
annual Financial Times 
conference on satellite and 
cable — and the press 
conference called shortly 
afterwards by Philips and BSB to 
announce that Philips is backing 
BSB and turning back on Astra. 

Andrew Neil, executive 
chairman of Sky, told the FT’s 
audience that ‘the revolution has 

un’. 

In March and April, he 
promised, dishes for Astra will 
‘pour in’ and there will be a 
‘minimum of 1.25 million’ sold by 
the end of this year. Everyone 
else, he says, is underestimating. 
Time will tell. 

Neil then made national news 
with the announcement that 
Rupert Murdoch’s News 
International will manufacture 
the smart cards needed for de- 
scrambling Sky movies in Britain. 

Thoroughly confusing the 
audience, he called the Sky 
scranibling system Videocrypt 
instead of Palcrypt. 

Afterwards Neil confirmed that 
it was not a slip of the tongue. 
He has changed the name. 
When? ‘Today’. 

Subscribers who pay £12 a 
month to watch Sky’s film 
channel will be given smart cards 
which control their set-top 
decoders. Each card will last for 
three months and then be 
thrown away. So Murdoch must 
keep the cost of each card 
down to £1. 

After negotiating with existing 
card manufacturers in France, he 
decided that the best bet was to 
build its own factory. 

This will double European 
production,’ says Neil. ‘We will 
make more money from making 
cards than satellite broadcasting 
— and we mean to make a lot 
out of that.’ 

Philips makes smart cards and 
favours their use with satellite 
encryption. But as Neil spoke, 
the Dutch company was just 
about to sign a deal to supply 
BSB, Sky's deadly rival, with a 
million satellite receivers. Philips 
later vehemently denied reports 
from the conference that Philips 
will cooperate with Sky on card 
manufacture. 


AT THE FT conference, BSB’s 
chief executive Anthony Simonds- 
Gooding revealed that he was 
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Barry Fox reports on the latest 
developments in the world of satellite 


soon to start an advertising 
campaign which draws attention 
to the muddle over transmission 
standards on Astra and urges 
consumers to wait for BSB’s 
simple solution. 

But with the help of Philips, BSB 
then proceded to undermine this 
simple message by creating 
wholly unnecessary confusion 
about future changes in BSB’s 
transmission standards. 

The joint press conference held 
by BSB and Philips to announce 
Philips as fourth supplier of set- 
top receivers (along with Salora, 
Ferguson and Tatung) left even 
seasoned satellite campaigners 
scratching their heads. 

The absurdity is that the 
confusion is wholly unnecessary 
and stems from a desire by 
Philips to save face after signing 
the deal to supply receivers for 
BSB. 

Without face-saving fudge, the 
situation is actually very clear. 

Philips has a long-running 
commitment to the MAC TV 
format. Says Philips’ Peter 
Groenenboom: ‘MAC is the 
engine of TV's future, PAL is the 
steam engine.’ 

This is true, MACis a stepping- 
stone to widescreen and high 
definition TV in the future. 
Patents on MAC can be used to 
shield the European electronics 
industry from Far Eastern 
competition. 

The snag is that the original 
MAC system (C-MAC) and the 
British system to be used by BSB 
(D-MAC) will not work on the 
Continent, because the eight- 
channel digital sound signal has 
too broad a bandwidth to be 
distributed by their extensive, old 
cable systems. 

So Philips backed D2-MAC, 
which has half the number of 
sound channels and half the 
bandwidth. 

At the same time Philips, 
Plessey and Norwegian company 
Nordic VLSI set about designing 
a chip set which would cope with 
all MAC formats. 

Two years ago Philips and 
Thomson (with software 
company Logica) formed the 
Euromac consortium to develop 
a scrambling and encryption 
system for MAC. In 1988 it 
crystallised into Eurocrypt. The 
decoder is controlled by a smart 
card. 


But, fearing delays in 
availability of MAC-Eurocrypt 
chips from Philips, BSB signed 
with ITT Intermetall to produce D- 
MAC chips and with General 
Instruments in America to provide 
an encryption system called 
Eurocypher. 

This is derived from Gl's 
Videocypher system, the de facto 
satellite encryption system in 
North America. 

This created a split between 
Britain (with D-MAC and 
Eurocypher) and Continental 
Europe (with D2-MAC and 
Eurocrypt). It was this split that 
drove Rupert Murdoch to use 
PAL on Astra. 


AT A standards meeting in Oslo 
last November, Philips objected 
that the BSB/ITT deal was a 
restrictive practice — illegal in 
Europe — because BSB’s chips 
from ITT will be tailored (with 
software) to stop British viewers 
receiving D2-MAC from 
Continental satellites. 

Now that Philips has signed 
with BSB to produce one million 
receivers, initially buying the same 
chips from ITT, this objection has 
been conveniently forgotten. 

But Philips cannot bear to 
admit the hard truth — that it has 
also had to turn against 
Eurocrypt and use Gl's 
Eurocypher instead. 


WITH UNBOUNDED optimism, 
Peter Groenenboom now tells the 


sel Wl 


ryptic cross words 


Ferguson SBPI system for D- 
MAC-only BSB reception. 


UK government what it should 
do; adopt a common MAC 
standard and a common 
scrambling system by January 1, 
1991, 
Politically this is pie in the sky. It 
is technical nonsense too. 

If BSB’s predictions are to be 
believed, three million D-MAC 
BSB receivers with Eurocypher 
will have been sold by the time 
Groenenboom’s deadline for the 
British government runs out. 

The Eurocrypt and Eurocypher 
systems are quite different. Both 
cut the picture lines into odd 
lengths and juggle them, but 
whereas Eurocrypt needs a smart 
card reader in the receiver, 
Eurocypher sends all the 
necessary decoding signals over 
the air. And there is no 
compatibility between dedicated 
D and D2-MAC systems. 

When asked to clarify the 
situation, Groenenboom and 
Graham Grist of BSB could talk 
only vaguely of a ‘Eurosolution’ 
which would in some unspecified 
way combine the two different 
transmission systems and 
scrambling systems, with 
backwards compatibility. 

Engineers say that the only 
hope of bringing the two systems 
together into a common 
Eurosolution, is to make it an 
integral part of a new high 
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<4 definition service in the 1990s. 


Talk of this beginning in 1992 


is wildly optimistic, if only 
because the equipment will be 
foo expensive. 


So far, BSB has had one thing 


going for it — the promise of a 


simple, single set-top receiver with 


no confusion over transmission 
and reception standards. 
If BSB and Philips continue to 


talk about changes in transmission 


standard even before BSB goes 
on the air, the trade and public 
will simply turn their backs in 
dismay. 

Significantly, Francis Baron, 
MD of W H Smith Television, 
could not disguise from the FT 


audience the clear fact that WHS 


is already back-pedalling on the 


plan to switch from clear PAL to 


D-MAC scrambled with 
Eurocrypt. Originally the switch 
was to be made this year. Now 


it will not be made until ‘we are 


convinced there are MAC 
receivers in the marketplace’. 


SOON AFTER, Jon Davey, 
director general of the Cable 
Authority, admitted that the 


* Transat Receiver 
* Genuine HEMT 
* DECODERS 

* VIDEOSENDERS 


N E W 
* “All in One” 
Decoder 


NEW 
* S.A.M. 


NE Ww 
* THE SNAPPER 


TRANSAT LTD. 


Berrycroft House, Ashbury Nr Swindon SN6 8LX, England 
Tel: (0793) 71353/452 — Fax No (0793) 71264 


Authority has ‘a duty’ to enforce 
the bizarre law which prohibits 
even two homes sharing a dish 
aerial. 

‘But there may be substantial 
enforcement problems,’ admitted 
Davey to the FT audience. ‘We 
don't intend to employ our own 
police force and check where 
every dish aerial runs.’ 

Graham Lawson, MD of 
Megasat, described the asinine 
law on dish-sharing as ‘a 
restriction on civil liberty’. Early in 
the conference he had tackled 
Timothy Renton MP, Minister of 
State at the Home Office, about 
the anomaly. Renton would say 
only ‘It’s under review’. 

Megasat believes there are so 
many new satellites (eg Eutelsat 
Il) coming on stream that there is 
a ‘sizeable niche’ for motorised 
systems (from Uniden and 
Maspro) costing up to £600 
each. These, says Lawson, are 
‘the systems of the future’. 

Lawson warns that these 
systems take a day, even for 
experts, to fit. Unskilled crews 
may well fail. 

Skilled fitters should be able to 
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erect three fixed dish systems a 
day. Unskilled crews may succeed 
but take longer. 


BILL COTTON’S talk proved most 
entertaining. 

The jolly bandleader’s son was 
formerly head of light 
entertainment at the BBC and in 
charge of the BBC’s chaotic DBS 
venture. Cotton was speaking at 
the FT conference as director of 
Alba, and predicted delivery of 
up to 1.6 million dishes to the 
trade this year. 

He made people sit up and 
take notice by revealing that all 
the major mail order companies 
will be featuring satellite 
equipment in their next 
catalogues. 

What will happen when mail 
order customers try to erect 
dishes that arrive by post? Has 
Bill Cotton ever got his hands 
dirty going up a ladder to erect 
a dish? 

‘Funny you should ask that. But 
no,’ admitted Cotton, adding 
vaguely that ‘my feeling is they 
will get to where they need to be 
one way or another’. 


SATELLITE TV SYSTEMS & ACCESSORIES 
QUALITY AND VALUE FOR MONEY 


* PRECISION SPUN = Aluminium dishes, chromated with fine epoxy finish. 60 cm, 90 cm and 
120 cm. Rust proof, Polar, Azel mounts and stands. 


Low Threshold 6db max 
1.6 db max LNB with Matched Polarotor & Feed by Echosphere 


Filmnet — Premiere & BBC. 


Transmit video and audio from your video cassette or satellite 
receiver to any TV set(s) in the home or offfice. Installed in seconds, 


no wiring required. 


Filmnet — Premiere and BBC. 


The Satellite Dish Alignment Meter — makes satellite TV 


installations easy 


With The Snapper you simply ‘Snap n’ Seal’ instead of 


crimping connectors. 


Trade and Export Enquiries welcome 


How will Alba cope with 
upgrades to MAC and 
encryption, asked a member of 
the audience? Bill Cotton was 
plainly flummoxed. 

All he could manage to say 
was: 

‘When we get to that we will 
have to find a way to deal with 
it! 

At this point the audience 
collapsed with laughter. 

Poor Bill didn’t seem to realise 
what he had said. 

Later | sought out Alba who 
were clearly embarrassed by 
what Cotton had said. Alba has 
done a deal with the mail order 
companies to offer delivery and 
fitting for £100. 


IT HAD to happen. At the FT 
conference, one well-heeled 
delegate told me how thieves 
had climbed on his roof, and 
stolen a dish. 

The insurance company doubts 
whether it is covered. The police 
have not yet sent round anyone 
to look for clues. 

The owner is now out with 
binoculars. To keep the local 
council happy, the dish had been 
painted the colour of his roof, so 
it will stand out like a sore thumb 
anywhere else. 

Be warned, if you are offered 
a freshly-painted secondhand 
dish! O 
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THE SATELLITE BUYERS GUIDE FROM 
THE PUBLISHERS OF WHAT VIDEO 


FOR ALMOST three years, WHAT SATELLITE has been a 
free extra magazine with Britain’s biggest-selling video 
monthly, What Video. 


But now satellite TV is booming. We need more space for 
wider coverage. And What Video itself has exciting plans for 
expanded reporting of the latest VCRs, camcorders, 

CD Video and still video. 


As part of these changes WHAT SATELLITE is becoming a 
major glossy magazine in its own right. 


Packed with features, advice, at-a-glance guides and more, it 
will be the ONLY regular guide to satellite equipment you 
can buy. 


Astra or BSB? Dish or squarial? Rent now and pay later? 
How many channels? How equipment can go wrong — and 
how to prevent troubles? Do you need a licence? One dish or 

two? How to prevent poor installation. Who’s offering the 
best prices? You'll find questions like this answered every 

month in WHAT SATELLITE. 


Watch out for the first May issue of this fact-packed new 
magazine on Thursday April 13; make sure of your copy by 
placing a firm order with your local newsagent now; OR why 
not take advantage of the limited-offer subscription of TWO 

FREE ISSUES (details below)? 


Ts | 
: 
Please order me a copy of WHAT SATELLITE every month, § TO: WHAT SATELLITE, Infonet, 5 Riverpark Estate, Billet Lane, Berkhampstead, Herts HP4 
starting with the May issue, out on April 13. TH. Please supply................-....... bonus subscriptions to WHAT SATELLITE: 1 year 
j U.K. £21, Eire and Europe £35 sterling; U.S.A. or rest of world £45 sterling airmail. 
‘eis i (Note: For Eire or Europe we need a Eurocheque or Sterling cheque drawn on a U.K. 
CH a DCTS ro OPE RD ORE ee 5 bank or branch.) | enclose cheque for......................-.(Please make all cheques payable 
i to WV Publicatons Ltd.). Allow 4-6 weeks for subscription to start. SAT/MAY 
IRMAIGSS 135 Sos cs esasadeecocdisis MMI heheh a ee eae 
i NGQITIO sc os. 2<c0estadss Soak Mick cla Sos aa ta eet ens Da pn ssaskck notes 
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sseneeananneneneneunenenensnsensneibeanenvoneses, ne ne SN Perea tiene 
I 
i 


SHINTO Seas cM aye De eet eltong SIR. oS ceswansaevederertyan tayo Raa Postodets je: Sifakis. 


What Video May 1989 31 


SANYO VMD1 
“Award Winner 
Camcorder” 
Complete with standard 
accessories & case. 
MRP £1099.99 


Bargain at £699.99 
SAVE £300— 


HITACHI VM600E 
Full Size VHS. Power 
Zoom. Autofocus, 
with Accessories. 


MRP £1299.00 


Bargain at £999 


SAVE £300— 


PANASONIC MC10 
VHS-C Camcorder 
including character 

generator and standard 

accessories. 


MRP £1299 


Bargain at £999 


SONY CCDV200 SAVE £250— 


Pro-8mm Camcorder 
at a Knockout Price! 


‘PHONE 
MINOLTA 8100 
8mm Autofocus 
with accessories. 
MRP £999 


Bargain at £749 


FERGUSON 
2.6" LCD Pocket TV 
with AV input & 
accessones 
MRP £269.99 
Our Price £239 


Six Inch Supra TV 
Monitors/Receivers 


Batt/Mains 
£169 — Superb Value 


SUPER VHS TAPES 
SE60 from £8.50 
SE120 from £8.95 
SE180 from £9.95 
ALL IN STOCK 


TAMRON CX-7 MOVIE 8 
8mm oe wae 


Autofocus, 6 
MRP £999, 9 
Bargain at £799.99 


SAVE £500— 


SONY CCD-V90 
mm Handycam Pro 
MRP £1499.95 


Bargain at £999.90 
SAVE £300— 


PANASONIC NVM7 
Full size VHS camcorder 
complete cated character 
generator & accessories 
MRP £1299.95 


Bargain at £999 


SAVE Poems 
LARGEST SELECTION 
OF CAMCORDERS 
COUNTRY 


SAVE £200— 


SONY CCDF330 or Fire P610 
» 8mm, Power Zoom, Autofocus 
MRP £899.95 


Bargain at £699.95 
SAVE £300— 
SANYO VM-D3 
8mm, Autofocus, Fast Shutter. 
Com with accessories. 
P £1099 
Bargain at £799 


WOTAN, REFLECTA, 
JVC & SONY LIGHTS. 
BATTERY PACKS 


Sony NP 4000 
Nicod, inc. Charger. 


Ambico, JVC, Sony, BDB. 


a 


PANASONIC MC6 
VHS-C, lightweight, autofocus, complete 


accessones. 
MRP £1111.50 
Bargain at £829 


SAVE £200— 


a 


CANON VME70 | 


IVC GR-45 
TELEFUNKEN VM2892 
Complete with standard accessories. 


Bargain at £849 


SAVE £300— 


SONY SPS 


Splashproof, 8mm camcorder, including 


accessories. 
MRP £1299 


Bargain at £999 


Soft and hard by 
Sony, Fuji, Panasonic, 
Ambico, JVC, etc. 
Sony hard cases 
from £14.95 


FILTERS 
Set of 6 Filters 
for Camcorders. 
Fantastic value at £17.95. 
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VIDEO 
ACCESSORIES 
Largest Selection 
WE HAVE THEM 
ALL! 


SONY SLF25 
Beta recorders 
in stock. 
‘Phone for a 
Special Price 


‘Phone now your 
requirements 


CAMCORDER BATTERIES 
Largest stock in 
the country. Try US! 
All at 
Fantastic Prices! 


POCKET 
LCD TELEVISIONS 
by Hitachi, Casio, 
Ferguson, Panasonic 
All in stock. 
All at Discount Prices 


SONY LCV 85 
Camera Jacket for 
Sony o mnie CCDV7AF, 

neer VEM 800 
ae $34.95 
£9.95 


PANASONIC 
AG 6400B 
Pro-Portable 
Special Price 
‘Phone 


PART 
EXCHANGES 
CONSIDERED! 
‘Phone for 
details 


VIDEO TAPES 
ALL FORMATS 
ALL GRADES 
ALL SIZES 
ALL MAKES 
All at Discount Prices 


GENUINE 
SONY NP22 
Rechargeable 

camcorder battery 
MRP £34.95 


BARGAIN AT 
£24.95 


SONY VFA 80 
Viewfinder enlarger 
for CCDV200, 
CCDV8AF, 


CCDV7 etc. 
MRP £39.95 


Our Price £9.95 
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in Stock 
£9.99 each 


Universal 
Video Copy Kits 
MRP £9.500ur Price £4.95 
Kit induding Scart connector 
MRP £12.500ur Price £6.95 


CAMCORDER 
FILTER KIT 
Set of six 
MRP £29.95 


Our Price £17.95 


SHARP 
VCD 801 H Digital 
Pidure in Picture 
TV Still. Digital 
Strobe etc. 


onty £499 


SANYO VMD5 
5 lux 5-high Speed 
shutters up to 1/4000 
£1199 


SLV 201, SLV 401, SLV801 
ideo Recorders 


indudi 
brush, 


LCD T/V Monitor 
with AV input 


Bargain at £109.95 


ALL EQUIPMENT BRAND 
NEW & GUARANTEED 
for 12 months. 
Extended Warranties 
available 


Lm 


WORLDWI 
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LARGEST SELECTION OF S-VHS VIDEO 
RECORDERS NOW IN STOCK. 
JVC HRS 500 
PANASONIC NVFS1 


FERGUSON FV39S 
MITSUBISHI HSB70 


S-VHS Camcorders 


PANASONIC MS1 
JVC GF-S1000 


All at discount pi 


Remember we have the largest selection of S- 
VHS equipment! 


Nicad rechargeable battery 
and charger. 4 A/H. Designed 
for camcorders with optional 
connectors. 


NORMALLY £199.95 
Bargain at £99.95 


PANASONIC 
VCR's 


NV-G45B, 


Complete range 
in Stock 
All at 
KNOCKOUT 
PRICES! 
‘Phone 


character sets (fonts), 2 text sizes, upper and lower cases, sub title facility, titles & 
graphics can be wiped on and off in 8 different modes and colours and can be 
displayed or SUPERIMPOSED manually or automatically. 


Our price for all this technology including full instructions and 
guarantee is an incredible 


£199.90 inc VAT (plus £10.00 for insured carriage) 


IF YOU DON'T CALL US 
YOU'LL PAY TOO MUCH 


FOR YOUR 
VIDEO EQUIPMENT. 


rices. NORMALLY £499.95 Digital 
Absolute Bargain at Picture-in-Picture 
£299.95 


A UNIQUE VIDEO TITLING SYSTEM 


DE EXPORT OUR SPECIALITY | 


SONY SPKMS 
Sports Pack for 
Sony CCD M8/M10 , 

rgain at 
£74.95 


JVC GRA30 
Ferguson FCO7 
vid Ge aiicn VHS-C lightweight 

fe ‘Phone for a 
VIDEO RECORDER lightweight price! 


Remote Control, HQ, Auto tracking, Reverse play, 
Still, Picture Search, Instant timer recording, Multi- 
ple programming facility, Eight-hour hi-fi stereo 
audio — a truly Hi-Fi stereo for video enthusiasts. 
Brand new with full 12 months Guarantee. 


SANYO VHD 4410 
Home Video 


Special at £439 


SANSUI VX99 


Audio/Video Processor 


SAVE £150— 
SONY TTV8 Tuner/Timer 


Convert your camcorder into a 
home video machine. Ideal for 
Son CCDV8/CCDV8AF/ 
CCDV100/Pioneer VEM800/ 
Aiwa. Can also be used as an 
AC Adaptor/Charger. Includes 
agen remote control. 


MRP £199.95 
Bargain £49.95 


FERGUSON FCOS 
Full-size VHS 
with Animation & 
Insert facilities 


Only £899 


A unique colour video proces- 
sor with digital art. 8 colour 
wipes. Audio fade and mix ca- 
pability etc. 
MRP £499.90 
SAVE £250— 
Half-Price Bargain at 


£249.90 


AMIGA 
Computer Titling & 
Graphics System 
Now in Stock 
Phone for details 


Video Camera 
Power Supply Unit 
Connects any camera with 10 pin 
plug to your video recorder. 


SONY EV-S800 
8mm — What Video 
Award Winner 


MRP £89.00 Special Price 
Bargain at £20.00 ‘Phone 
SUNPAK CV300 MAIL ORDER 
save (Gh. None o's 
a Combined LCD TV Pepe - 
Lightweight Camcorder. & Video 8 Recorder/Player avallability 
Light with integral power pack. Ph fo x 
Coniclale wilh mains charger. jone tor eee 
MRP £112.00 availability = w ec 
Bargain at £89.95 & price Ome 


Here it is! The first video/audio computer for home, 
made by the famous Pioneer. Superimpose titles and 
graphics on video footage whilst editing. Comes com- 
plete with a sophisticated, but easy to use colour video 
titling program, on ROM cartridge. 8 different types of 


5 FOSSE ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER LE3 OLP 
TEL: 0533 558818 BS So"ore 
TELEX: 342291 FAX:600348 E&OE 9.30-5.30 
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WIN AN £800 SONY 


VIDEO WALKMAN 


Start the revolution with 
this amazing portable unit 


‘Don't be daft, nobody's going to walk around with a pair 
of diddy headphones stuck on their head and a cassette 
player in their pocket.’ 

That's what everyone said when Sony first introduced the 
audio Walkman nine years ago for over £100. But they 
persevered and, to coin a cliche, the rest is history. 

Now Sony is launching the Video Walkman, the first 
example of the ‘personal video’ revolution offering 
convenient, handheld video viewing of what you want, 
when you want, where you want. 

The £800 Sony GV-8 plays 8mm cassettes with a 
maximum running time of three hours on long play. It uses a 
new, much-reduced 20mm head drum to bring its overall 
size down to 67mm wide by 138mm high and weight to 
1.4kg — about the bulk of a big, if solid, paperback book. 

Images are viewed on a 3in. liquid crystal screen which 
angles up from the base unit. 

But you are not restricted just to watching pre-recorded 
material, thanks to the GV-8's inbuilt TV tuner — and timer. 
It can thus be used for watching television and/or set to 
record one programme over the next 24 hours. 

The amazing Sony also has audio-visual inputs for 
viewing other sources, such as a camcorder, for example. 

TV reception is effected either through the unit's telescopic 
aerial or by sharing a normal domestic aerial. Power 
comes from a supplied battery pack, a mains adaptor or 
from a car battery. 

The sound can be heard either from the inbuilt 


loudspeaker or on a pair of (supplied) headphones. 

Read more about the Sony Video Walkman in our sneak 
preview on page 48, but here we offer you the chance to 
be in at the start of the portable video revolution. 

We've got one of the first GV-8s to give away in our 
simple competition. Just answer the five simple questions 
about Sony video equipment, complete the tie-break 
slogan and you could be the first on your train with a 
portable video. 


The questions are: 
1. How many pixels does the Sony GV-8 screen have? 
2. What is the number of the GV-8’s standard battery? 


3. What sound recording system does the Video Walkman 
use? 


4. Name a current Sony camcorder and its price. 


5. List a Sony VHS recorder — and its price. 


COMPETITION RULES 


No employees of WV Publications or Sony UK are eligible. The 

winner will be drawn from all the correct entries and decided on 
the best tie-break slogan. The Editor's decision is final. Complete 

the entry coupon in BLOCK CAPITALS and send to: Sony Video 

Walkman Competition, 57/59 Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 
Entries must be in by May 20, 1989. 


i re ee EE CU ee ee 
mm SONY VIDEO WALKMAN ENTRY FORM 

§ Send to: Sony Video Walkman Competition, What Video, 57/59 Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 

g The Sony answers are: 

| 

GD cssssssteessceccnnssnsececcensnnnnseeecesensennsnueseesscnsessssssessecssesesssnssecsssacenss  Q.sssensennssssctesseeeennunnsseeesecennnsnsecenssnnnnasssssensnnasenecaceesansesasecesesssnanantnen 
RSME ee MOS SOE eA tree SALTER SOTO ag, Fe: adh ro niet renee a Sure Utrenent fer ot een 
q 

BO seetencctcbentertcananenecosssbaasccesetendyeeeebetboegschnoeotadtngeadennaptgek teedeaaee 

| 

g TIE-BREAK SLOGAN: Complete the following sentence in not more than ten words: 

: ‘idilove. aSony Video Walkman because :siies:d:s.osscsccteateienrenitectchghreiseaseas tele wncsesacchaecerssccstucesoseatonsdéetoesddecgoncedenestanesstanbeaeictergptents 
| 

po rreerteietemnngtntnnntnnnaieeaancnnnnteenennnnennnannnrneannnannenmeeetneeceenteaet 
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ROBINSON 0. DILLEY c. SONY 


A difficult catch to take? Pah. The Sony V200 has them 


for lunch. No, before lunch. 


Then again, it is the most complete camcorder ever. A quick 


run through its statistics and it's not hard to see why, 
For openers, it is the quickest. 
Of its six electronic shutter speeds 
the fastest is a staggering 1/4000th 
of a second. 
Fast enough 
to freeze any cut, glance or village green 


hoick perfectly. 


490,000 gross, 440,000 net. So no one else 


can take catches more cleanly. 


And a variable speed power zoom x 8 


No other camcorder has more pixels, 


(not the normal 6) means any close-in fielding can really be 
captured in close-up. 

Even if bad light should encroach, the minimum light 
requirement is an astonishingly low 6 lux. Essential for Old 
Trafford tests. 

So, catches it can take, but can 
it catch atmosphere? Pah again. 

The Sony V200 is the first ever 
camcorder to record in digital stereo. 

. Imagine it. Whistles, pebbles in empty cans pulsating to 
a Caribbean beat through one speaker, sozzled strains of ‘Here 
we go through the other. Bliss. 

You have to take your cap off to the Sony V200. It is 
the Don of camcorders, and it makes any opposition look 


SONY. 


very Minor Counties indeed. 


BUDGET VHS 
QUINTET 


Five VHS recorders under £340 


WHAT VIDEO always gives you the cream of the VCRs, 


While the top machines from most of the major 


the ‘champagne decks’. It’s what we're famous for and manufacturers soar ever upwards — towards, or even 

what we're good at. past, the £1,000 mark — as even finer specifications are 
In these pages you'll always find the latest dreamed up, stagnation might seem to have set in at the 

developments, the forefront of technology, built into top bread-and-butter end of the spectrum. 

of the range recorders — the flagships and standard- Basic models with ‘blue chip’ names have tended to 

bearers. weigh in at around £330. That, apparently, is the price 
But just as every range has its top, it also has its the ‘average’ consumer is prepared to pay for his basic 

bottom. The mass-market budget models, the gunships video pleasures. 

and foot-soldiers that Joe Public buys by the tens of But is he getting value for money? And is he getting 

thousands. more now than he was for the same money last year? 
Alongside its ‘champagne deck’, every company also To find out, Paul Andrews took home five budget 


has its ‘lager deck’. decks with big names. His findings may surprise you...  » 
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* Ferguson FV2IR £330 


THE FIRST machine in our round-up also weighs in as 
marginally the biggest. The Fergie measures a pretty 
hefty 95(h) x 435(w) x 341(d)mm. But it looks even 
bigger. 

That's a side effect of the bulky construction and rather 
curious styling. Aping the rest of the company’s range, 
large tape transport buttons dominate a forward-curving 
fascia. 

The LED counter-clock display looks almost lost above 
a plain, button-hiding flap. Other LEDs show the state of 
play, record and pause. 

By contrast, the large transmittable remote control 
looks bang up-to-date. Up to four programmes (over 
two weeks) can be entered onto its LCD display, then 
fired into the deck’s memory in a single burst. 

With the help of a consistently clear instruction book, 
its dead easy to master — a pity it can’t handle more 
shows. 

The remote also carries the usual tape control 
functions and as a bonus will also control a number of 
late-model Ferguson TVs. 

Picture quality at its single speed is superb compared 
with previous machines in this price range, with a 
horizontal resolution of around 250 lines — as good as 
top-flight £600 decks. 

Only a slight hint of instability was visible; colour 
registration and dynamic range were excellent. Faithful 
transition to the screen is helped by feeding output via 
the Ferguson's Scart connector. 

Through the basic trick-play functions — a fast-ish (x9) 
picture search and still frame — the picture remains fairly 
clear of noise. Frame advance and slo-mo are 
unsophisticated, operating via the still frame mode, and 


Grundig VS500 £330 


A TYPICALLY spartan-looking contribution from Grundig. 
The 500 has the cleanest lines of all the VCRs we tested: 
its blank fascia is relieved only by a bright LED time- 
counter display, with sleek tape transport buttons 
discreetly tucked below. 

There's not even a flap to hide the usual range of 
tuning and setting controls — all that is done direct from 
the remote. 

Vital statistics are 80(h) x 434(w) x 340(d)mm, and 
while it may be no beauty queen, the Grundig’s (and its 
remote’s) designer looks grow on you surprisingly. 

With most setting up done from your armchair, the 
Grundig manifests a very different operating logic from 
the rest of this stack of decks. 

Fortunately, the manual is fairly clear, since it could 
require careful scrutiny to sort out the oddities. 

The on-board four-digit display isn’t much help: it 
doesn’t clarify whether the numbers displayed are clock, 
counter, channel, countdown or tuning indicators. 

Confusion may not be far away: for instance, it’s quite 
easy to inadvertently set the tuner off channel hunting 
from the remote. 

Incidentally, the Grundig’s tuner was far and away’ the 
worst we looked at. Even after plenty of fine adjustment, 
RF modulation remains poor and off-air colours turgid. 

But actual recording quality was very respectable. 
Resolution clocked in at around 260 lines; a good 
dynamic range resulted in true colours. 

To nitpick, some agitation was noted in areas of high 
contrast and very minor registration problems occurred 
— slight smudging of bright colours, especially reds and 
yellows. Neither really eatied viewing, though — 
particularly when the Scart was used. 


 cceamiilas 


— 
coment 


Vis = 


ee | 
forme star 


introduce more annoying rolling noise bars. 

A crude indexing system needs to be switched on 
manually on the deck and only operates during cue or 
review picture search. 

The tape counter is analogue, rather than the (in our 
view) more useful real time indication. A ‘time remaining’ 
function can be activated during recording, though. 


Pictures hold up pretty well in forward and reverse 
search modes; still frame pic is quite good given a few 
stabs at the button — effectively a crude frame advance. 


Fey. ‘e Thy: sy 


Unfortunately, the rest of the feature spec was quite 
sparse. In particular, the one-year timer doesn’t seem 
much use if it can only handle four events. 

As well as the numerical counter, an automatic tape 
remaining indicator lets you know whether there’s 
enough room to get another episode of Neighbours 
onto the cassette. 

The only adverse side effect is a fairly long wait on 
every cassette insertion while the system works out how 
long the tape is. 

Neatest gimmick is the deck’s electronic lock. When a 
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four-digit PIN number is entered it becomes impossible to 


eject any cassette from the machine. 


It's supposed to make the machine worthless if stolen 


— though it's bound to be long gone before your 
burglar finds that out. 
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Value Rating 


» Value Rating 


The only other major function is one touch record, 
common to all the machines featured. Unlike some of the 
others, which can be set to begin any time within the 
next 24 hours, the Ferguson’s can only work from an 
immediate off. 

Learning your way around is easy: if the logical 
manual weren't enough, a handy separate installation 
leaflet is provided. 

However, this is the only VCR tested that doesn’t have 
a ‘sweep’ tuner that hunts down TV stations with a single 
stab at a button. 

On the other hand, the Fergie was the only machine 
to have a child lock to stop the little rascals watching all 
your ‘15s’ and ‘18s’ when your back’s turned. 

Overall, the verdict on the FV21, while not flashy 
enough for the style-conscious videophile, may be ideal 
for the average home wanting an easy-to-use, no-frills 
living room VCR that will still guarantee comfortable 


time-shift and rental viewing. 
kkk 
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Mitsubishi B10 £339 


AT A tenner more than the rest, the Mitsubishi could be 
described as this test's champagne deck. But it also 
proves that ten quid can still go a pretty long way. 

For a start it buys a lot of gold trim, breaking up the 
deck’s classical black lines — mostly cryptic messages like 
‘twin digital tracking system’. It doesn’t mean much, but it 
looks impressive. Dimensions are 80(h) x 420(w) x 
306(d)mm. 

And then there’s the remote — a staggering 40 button 


>> BEST BUY<< 


array that looks like it'll do just about everything short of 
making the tea (which isn’t far wrong). Fortunately, it’s all 
fairly straightforward, though a bit of a muddle towards 
the bottom end. 

As far as features go, lovers of video trickery will find 
that over its rivals, this deck gives them possibly the best 
tenner’s worth they could ever spend. 

It's the only one of the pack to offer: full index search 
facilities, including skip search (showing the first five 
seconds of each recording on the tape); variable speed 
slo-mo (1/5 to 1/30 speed); dual speed picture search 
(x7 and x14), plus fast play (x2); and on-screen 
programming. 

Thanks to the latter, setting up the one-month/eight- 
event timer is simplicity itself. On-screen data also 
includes tape control functions, the elapsed time counter 
and time. 

This is backed up by a large on-board display which 
can handle, simultaneously, the time and counter, plus a 
clear ‘state of play’ graphic. 

One touch record can be set to start, as well as stop, 
on any quarter-hour within 24 hours, and its timer can 
be used during playback as an auto-off facility — so 
there are no worries if you fall asleep during boring 
movies. 

But these are about the only functions that can't be set 
from the remote, the necessaries staying hidden behind 
the set-front flap. 

Naturally, something with this much packed inside 
needs quite a weighty instruction manual. While certainly 
comprehensive, the Mitsubishi's is unfortunately very 
daunting, and sometimes impenetrable at first reading; 
faint-hearts should not give up, it does repay careful 
scrutiny. 

As for pictures, the B10 eked the highest horizontal 
resolution figure out of our test charts — clearly over 
260 lines. Curiously, that didn’t make it the best picture. 

Despite good dynamic range, colour reproduction and 
registration, a high level of grain and agitation was 
noticeable, especially on bright colours and deep blacks. 

It looked as though the deck’s luminance signal had 
been pumped up, at the expense of its quality. As ever, 
the Scart feed helps. 

Back in trick-play, however, picture quality was 
amazing: even on fast picture search, images were 
steady and noise bars not obtrusive enough to make the 
picture unwatchable. 

Thanks presumably to the ‘mysterious’ twin digital 
tracking, still frames were noiseless and rock steady. 

For that extra tenner, the B10 certainly delivers a 
good deal. On features alone, definitely a best buy. 


Value Rating *kweKK os 
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H ere it is: the What Video- 
Camcorder User Make-A- 
Video search for The Top Ten 
Amateur Video Movies of 1989. 
It is, simply, the biggest and most 
prestigious annual awards event 
for video photography ever 
organised in Britain. 

Every entrant will receive a 
written appraisal. And to 
underline the importance of the 
competition, more than £10,000 
in prizes will be on offer includin 
cash, holidays and a bonanza o 
equipment and accessories 
donated by some of the finest 
brand names in video. 

Like you, we enjoy the fun of 
video and the informality of 
random shooting on holiday and 
at family occasions. But this is a 
serious search for amateur-made 
video films with a beginning, 
middle and end; which use 
imagination and style; and which 
reflect the growing craftsmanship 
of this booming new hobby. 

This is not to say that the What 
Video-Camcorder User Top Ten 
Amateur Video Awards are a 
safe bet for the video-maker with 
a £2,000 camcorder and every 
bell, whistle and accessory under 
the sun. 

We'd like to see imagination 
and structure. And if your 
camcorder isn’t the latest and 
finest on the market, don’t worry. 
Use ideas, energy, drama or 
humour to convince us that super 
technology isn’t always 
everything. 

The eminent judges will include 
John Wright and Tony Rose, 
respected contributors to the 
magazine with a long and 
honoured experience of the 
world of amateur film making. 

The closing date of the 
competition, for which overseas 
readers are also eligible provided 
that the entries are in English, will 
be October 10 1989 (October 
30 overseas). Tapes must be UK 
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PAL compatible and on S-VHS, 
VHS, VHS-C or 8mm. 

Apart from the valuable cash I 
and equipment prizes on offer, I 


ER ae eel Baro Bin ve woke sa satus gens sancesaetueed ieasuneoeodoead ter favemeras 
each entrant selected for the Top I Format: VHS O VHS-C 0 VIDEO 8 
Ten will receive a Certificate of I f oa bi 
Mert or Trophy. Rack cil the i SUPER VHS ( Please tick appropriate box 


awards will be presented by a BM Rumming Time ....................cccsesessesseseseteeenneneneenssesnenseneeneasenes 


major show business personality 
at public screenings of the 
winning entries at the National 
Film Theatre in London. 

The entry form will appear 
regularly before the closing date 
and, month by month, we'll 
announce new prizes and other 
details. 

Why not begin to think about 
your entry now in this, the 
biggest-ever competition for the 
creative amateur video user? And 
watch out for the entry form and 
full conditions in next month’s 
issue @ 


Video Camera or Camcorder USeG.............:.:0::00:ccresiees 
I Type of Video Tape USed .............:.+::ccccccecsieteieieereeieeiseien 
| Brief Synopsis or Description of Entry ...............00.0010 


PHGAUGCOES: NATE 5.0 <sissadoes seu veab id onopovontebotet labepotmmeeraaes 
(If entry is a club production give name of club) 


| (if a club production, give address of secretary) 


Telephone NamMber, ...:.......:......cccscsesesctesssscavecresecsseneneeseneses 

I To: John Wright, What Video Video-Makers 

| Competition, P.O. Box 252, Southend-on-Sea, 

| SS1 2QE. 

| I enclose a cheque/postal order® for &............0.0.. 
crossed and made out to Top Ten Competition. The 
entry fee is £9.95 plus return postage *as applicable 
and determined by the sender. Unless sufficient 


The What Video Top Ten Amateur 
Video Movies Competition is 
organised in conjunction with our 
sister magazine Camcorder User. 


i money is enclosed to cover the cost of registration, 


8 entries will be returned by ordinary post. 
I accept the conditions of entry as specified. 


-plervsacachencnsuhererdemnslanvolarans mae: messiah mbeusdlees at (ae 


MINOLTA 8100E 
CAMCORDER 


£744.99 


MINOLTA 8100E OUTFIT 
*COMPRISING 8100E 
CAMCORDER*TE NBA 

TV-1 BAG*KEWMODE 
VIDEO TRIPOD 


£79999 


PV840E 6xZOOM 

LENS MACRO 
*VIDEO 8*FULL AUTO 
EXPOSURE* INCLUDES 
HARD CASE 


£749.99 


TOKINA VIDEO 
ACCESSORIES Now from 


a major lens manufacturer 
a range of Video Accessories | 
at very good retail prices..... @ 


BxESron £39.99 
peo tens £94.99 
tHanoren ser 1 39.99 
pupcicaron eh 44,99 


_ mail order to 8-10 Trinity Walk, delivery service ensures prompt 
pe a jottingham. Hotline No 472912 — delivery of requirements. SAE with 
at ert a Postage accessories 75p, cam- all enquiries. All items subject to 
moe | as | eee | oe eras/lenses £3, enlarger/projectors availability and unsold. Prices sub- 

|e | i £5. Not all items stocked at all ject to change. E & OE. Credit 
jee | GY S| ee | Ge branches so please check before terms with pleasure. Ask for details 
ea ita it ac ~ travelling. However, our speedy at any CAMEO branch. 


«Philips VR6185 


£330 


OF ALL the VCRs we looked at, the Philips is the 
brashest. Where others discreetly tuck their most intimate 
parts away behind a plain black facade, its fascia 
proudly flaunts an array of buttons up front. 

All the tuning and setting controls are here for the 
world to see, and picked out in red and blue and green 
plastic. 

In fact, it’s all rather tacky, really... 

Which isn’t to say that the same goes for the machine 
underneath. Though you do have to dig a little deep to 
find out just what it is about: the VR6185 shares its 
manual and impressive-looking remote with other 
machines, leaving the former a bit daunting in parts, the 
latter with some redundant buttons. 

In fact, the 6185 is a fairly basic deck, though what it 
does is undoubtedly done well. 

None of the luxuries of indexing are to be found, but 
there is a one month timer capable of recording up to 
four programmes. It’s relatively easy to set up, but once 
again the manual manages to fog things. 

On deck programming is described in detail, but the 
most convenient to most users — via the LCD 
transmittable remote — isn’t described in one easily 
digestible lump. 

Having to combine notes from several parts of the 
booklet seems bound to prevent some inexperienced 
users making the most of their recorder. 


On the other hand, ‘one touch’ record for up to four 


hours, in 15-minute increments, can be activated from 


the handset. 

Also thoroughly user-friendly is the large display which 
can handle not only counter and channel, but also 
indicates when a remote command has been received 
and even has large, friendly letters to literally spell out 
exactly what it’s doing to the tape — ‘play’, ‘wind’, etc. 

Other ‘features’ as such are confined to the usual trick- 
play modes — forward and reverse picture search, still 
frame and frame advance (but no slo-mo) — plus fast 
play and, unusually, reverse play. 

That is, the picture plays backwards at normal speed, 
without sound. 

Minimal interference makes all these functions easily 
usable in the role for which they were intended. 

As with all the decks in this test, picture quality itself 
se stunning compared with previous entrants at its price 
level. 

On the Philips, picture resolution worked out at about 
250 lines; this combined with an excellent dynamic 
range and great stability to give a fully-rounded and 
thoroughly pleasing image. 

In use, with RF connection (though a Scart socket is 
fitted), very slight grain and colour registration problems 
were noticed. 

All in all, a very good machine. But, in some 
remarkable company, perhaps not a great one. 


Value Rating «xxx 


Sanyo 4160E £330 


THE ONLY twin-speeder on show, the Sanyo sports the 
classic black box design and measures 79(h) x 420(w) 
x 317(d)mm. Total minimalism is avoided by gold-picked 
wording, stylish false feet and a large display. 

Like the Mitsubishi, this can show both real-time 
counter and clock at once, plus channel. There’s also a 
bright red LED which shines as long as the recorder is 
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plugged into the mains, but apparently serves no other 
purpose. 

No such embellishments on the remote control. It’s a 
simple 15 button affair without even numbers, just 
channel up and down. Those are also used for keying 
into the one-year/eight-programme timer — which can 
be quite a user-unfriendly experience. 
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BUDGET QUINTET 


The logic involved is easy enough, but you have to run 
through all the numbers involved to reach the ones you 
want, while squinting across the room at the deck. An 
on-screen display or programmable remote are sadly 
missed. 

But stick a tape on and it’s soon clear what you're 
paying for: there may be no frills, but the basics haven't 
been skimped on. 

On SP, resolution nudged above 260 lines, but with 
an excellent dynamic range and no appreciable grain or 
agitation the picture is nigh on perfect. Bright, clear 
colours make it a joy to watch. 

More significantly, despite a touch more grain, there is 
no real drop in definition in LP. Obviously optimised for 
long play, it quite simply delivers one of the best LP 
pictures we've ever seen in regular VHS. What more 
could you ask? 

But other features are thin on the ground. The usual 
cue and review facilities are available, but four heavy 
noise bars blight both — though less so in LP. 

Still frame and frame advance (the latter cleverly 
reproduced by repeated pressing of the pause button) 
can be very noisy and unsteady. In LP, colour drop-out is 
thrown into the bargain. 

There is quick start record, but no refinements in the 


>> BEST BUY<< 


indexing department. The Mitsubishi's feature feast is but 
a distant memory . . . 

Rewind is slow and sound also seemed marginall 
worse than the rock bottom low-fi offered by all the 
decks in this price bracket. 

However, the 4160 does take the prize for the 
bizzarest feature offer. Called lesson repeat, this allows a 
selected sequence to be automatically repeated five 
times for no adequately explained reason. If anybody 
out there can think of a genuine domestic use for it, do 
let us know... 

In the meantime, for anyone looking for optimum 
picture quality, especially in long play, this Sanyo must 
qualify for best buy status. 


Value Rating x«kxxx 


SO MUCH alike, and yet so different. That has to be the 
verdict on this little collection of VCRs. 

Similarities boil down to looks and picture 
performance. All nestle within those ubiquitous black 
boxes, at once so stylish and so anonymous, with which 
all electronics designers are so in love these days. 

Each, in its own way, looks chic, and (posers take note) 
most look a lot more expensive than they actually are... 

But it's those pictures that must be the talking point. 
Frankly, and without exception, they're astounding. 

All clocked up more than 250 lines of horizontal 
resolution on our test charts — that’s up with any 
standard VHS machine we've seen to date, at any price 
— while registration, clarity and dynamic range are all 
superb on every machine. 

Even last year’s rave model, Akai’s VS-23, looks... 
well, ordinary, alongside. 

Undoubtedly, one of the reasons for optimum 
performance is the welcome provision of Scart output on 
every one of these budget machines. 

This direct AV link makes the most of the picture, giving 
excellent colour and detail replay. 

By a nose, best picture of all was the Sanyo. Even 
more remarkable was that it could virtually duplicate the 
performance in long play. 

Definitely one for the viewer who likes his time-shift 
picture to look just like the real thing. 


Unfortunately, £330 can’t buy much more than 
superlative dual speed, and the deck is rather under- 
featured. 

For that reason, each of the other machines stays in 
with a chance to satisfy personal tastes and prejudices. 

The Ferguson, for instance, is without doubt very easy 
to use, and both the Grundig and the Philips could 
appeal to those for whom a slightly distinctive look and 
familiar name appeals, in the knowledge that their 
viewing won't suffer as a result. 

Personal favourite was the Mitsubishi, though — 
ironically despite having marginally more picture 
iat than the rest (in use they really don’t notice that 
much). 

What appealed, of course, was its excellent range of 
features. Not just a variety of trick-play guaranteed to 
keep the simple tester happy for hours on end, but also 
more practical functions, like indexing and on-screen 
displays. 

Even a confirmed videophile could indeed be happy 
with any of these machines. But one final niggle: while 
picture quality soars to new heights, sound stays firmly in 
the dark ages. 

Without exception, it's bog-standard, ultra low-fi 
mono, that gets completely lost in any half-decent TV 
amplifier. 

It might be nice if the manufacturers had a go at 
getting hi-fi sound on their budget decks. Then we'd have 
something to rave about next year O 
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The smallest show on 


Sony's tiny combination TV/VCR looks set to 
revolutionise the video market. Steve May takes an 
early look at the remarkable £800 GV-8 


he £800 Sony GV-8 Video 

Walkman heralds a new era in 

video technology ... and opens 
a new chapter in the seemingly un- 
ceasing format war. For the first time, 
tape replay has been ushered out of 
the living room and placed firmly into 
the pocket. 

For commuters, who regularly spend 
hours shuttling back and forth from 
work, it’s a palm-sized revolution. 

Now coming under increasing pres- 
sure from the higher resolution Super 
VHS-C variant as a camcorder format, 
8mm seems the perfect vehicle for 
personal video. 

The cassettes are tiny, the running 
time long (three hours in LP), and its 
sound and vision quality high. 

However, the VHS camp is refusing 
to relinquish its grip on a potentially 
huge new market without a vigorous 
fight. 

Within hours of the first working PAL 
Sony example arriving in the UK, both 
Panasonic and Hitachi unveiled VHS 
personal video equivalents designed to 
steal its thunder. 

The former uses the S-VHS-C format 
and incorporates a 3in. liquid crystal 
screen, VHS hi-fi sound system and 
integral TV tuner. Called the NV-V1 it’s 
expected to sell for around £1,000 on 
the Japanese market. 

Interestingly, it also has a full-line 
input with audio dubbing and insert 
edit capability, so can double as a 
slave edit deck in a post production 
situation. 

The Hitachi VT-LC50 alternative uses 
full-size regular VHS tape and displays 
its images on a larger Sin. LCD screen. 
Like the Panasonic it has VHS hi-fi 
audio, but no tuner. 

Hitachi sensibly assumes that any 
time-shifted viewing will originate on a 
home-based VCR. 

Ironically, both VHS samples serve 
only to emphasise Sony's achievement 
with its paperback-sized GV-8 Video 
Walkman. 

The alternative C-format machine is 
larger and restricted by tape length. 
Even when longer playing compact 
tapes arrive, it will only be able to 
squeeze out 90 minutes of replay in LP 
— which is too short for most feature 
films. 

The Hitachi full-sizer offers four hour 
playing time, but is physically huge in 
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comparison. The firm calls it a ‘lap-top’ 
VCR/TV unit rather than a personal 
video, for obvious reasons. 

Few would choose to haul such a 
monster (not much smaller than a regu- 
lar, albeit titchy, VCR) about when they 
travel. 

Compared to both, the 8mm Sony is 
laughably petite. Measuring just 67mm 
wide and 138mm tall, and weighing 
1.4kg (including tape and battery), it’s 
clearly a masterful piece of 
engineering. 

The tape transport mechanism is 
placed at the base of the unit, near the 
external speaker, while the TV tuner 
and 3in. liquid crystal screen, which 
comprises 92,160 pixels, sit above it. 

The LCD can be snapped up for a 
more convenient angle of viewing. 

Ranged around this are picture con- 
trols for brightness and colour intensity. 


he GV-8 can be used in a variety 

of ways. At its simplest, it's a pocket 
colour TV with switchable UHF/VHF 
tuner. Like many such sets, it has a 
sweep tuner for locating channels. 

If you want C4, you prod the +/— 
keys and the set finds the channel. A 
red bar graphically shows the tuner 
scouring the frequency band for the 
desired station. 

A telescopic aerial extends from the 
top of the set, to aid reception. 

The GV-8 is also a fully fledged 
8mm VCR, with play and record capa- 
bility. If you want fo view TV pro- 
grammes you simply record them using 
the GV-8's tuner. 

The system is not dependent on you 
owning any other 8mm format equip- 
ment. The machine even has its own 
one-event/24-hour programmable 
timer. 

If you’re unable to obtain a satisfac- 
tory standard of reception (and tele- 
scopic aerials can be a bit finnicky), 
then the GV-8 can share your domestic 
aerial signal by using a simple aerial 
splitter (one is supplied). 

Alternatively it can take a direct line 
feed from other home-based video 
equipment. 

The Video Walkman has phono in- 
puts and outputs for both sound and 
vision. Consequently it can be used to 
view camcorder footage, either in- 
doors or in the field. 

Interestingly, the unit features a multi- 


pin camera connector which allows a 
video camera to be connected. 

Sony plans to market a small CCD 
imager for just this purpose, called the 
CCD-G1. 

Obviously, with both TV and VCR in 
operation, power drain is a major 
problem. Standard fuel is the slim NP- 
55 (or longer life NP-77) camcorder 
Nicad battery which nestles in a slot on 
the backside of the screen. 

When playing back a tape, an NP- 
55 runs for around 40-45 minutes; the 
more expensive 77 will last for about 
80-90 minutes. 

An NPA-22 battery adaptor pack 
can be used to run the Videoman off 
the older, larger NP-22-style cam- 
corder batteries. 

The unit can also be powered from 
the mains or via a car battery. 

My guess is those unlucky commut- 
ers with a movie-long journey to and 
from work will need to invest in at least 
two NP-55s, perhaps recharging them 
during the day for their journey home. 


Ithough the machine has a loud- 

speaker, most will prefer to use the 
supplied headphones to listen to 
programmes. 

This is just as well, as the built-in 
speaker option is rather poor. 

Audio through ‘phones is dramati- 
cally better, making the most of the 
mono FM 8mm sound system, which 
gives a very clear, bright sound. 

There is no stereo sound capability; 
the GV-8 does not acknowledge any 
PCM stereo soundtracks that might be 
on a tape (this will doubtless be an 
addition to future generations of 
Videoman). 

Picture quality is very good — al- 
though it must be said that it’s difficult 
obtaining a satisfactory picture via the 
telescopic aerial. 

Hooking the little machine into a 
proper home system would seem to be 
essential for long term enjoyment. 

Fed with tapes sourced from (in my 
case) a JVC RX-1001 AV amp-cum- 
AV-control-centre, its little pictures 
were admirably acceptable. 

Even at the slower LP recording 
speed, images remained perfectly wat- 
chable. Given the constraints on pic- 
ture resolution it was actually quite 
difficult to tell recorded pictures from 
live off-air material. 
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| can't say that I’d opt to watch an 
‘important’ movie on the Videoman, 
nor a favourite TV show — but there’s 
plenty of disposable telly that | would 
quite happily consign to its titchy 
screen. 

Indeed, given its portability | dare 
say that the Video Walkman would 
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enable me to tune in and sample a 
whole range of programming that | 
might never normally find time to 
watch. 

Despite a very short acquaintance, 
the GV-8 struck me as a quite extra- 
ordinary piece of equipment; it will 
doubtless do much to boost 8mm mo- 


Internal workings of the £800 Sony Video 
Walkman show its miniaturised 20mm head 
drum. 


rale overall. 

Given the state of the competition, | 
think it will take the VHS camp several 
generations to begin to match it for size 
and performance O 


@ Stay tuned for more personal video 
next month... 
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Weather proof and 
fit to drop 


They call it sky-diving, the most fun you can have in one 
minute, a two-mile plummet to earth. lan Barraclough of 
the Red Devils test drives Sony’s latest offering, the all- 


Ready — Ian Barraclough climbs aboard 
the Britten Norman Islander . . . 


: Steady — climbing out onto handrail ready 
‘to jump... 


Go — into the wild blue yonder to link up 
with team mates. 
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weather SP5 8mm camcorder 


hrough the deafening roar of 
two turbine engines, the familiar 
= scream of ‘cut’ is an unmistak- 
able signal. 

Over the next 60 seconds five men 
and a Sony SP5 camcorder will be 
tested to the limit. 

Climbing out of the sliding door, the 
video-equipped paratrooper edges his 
way along the shiny red fuselage of a 
Britten Norman Islander aircraft. 

Supported by only a handrail and a 
2in. ledge, 12,000ft. of excitement 
beckons below. All of it must be cap- 
tured on tape. 

The 7Omph slipstream lifting the 
camera helmet is just a hint of what's in 
store. 

‘Ready-steady-go,’ comes the team 
captain’s cry. In the doorway four 
black jump suits swaying in unison are 
the cameraman’s only cue to let go. 
When it comes to jump, timing is 
paramount. 

With the rush of air everything else is 
forgotten as the task of filling the 
helmet-mounted ring-sight with four 
accelerating bodies takes priority. 

Arching to catch the formation while 
cupping air to stay away from it and 
keep on a constant heading are the 
major considerations. Actually operat- 
ing the video equipment has to take a 
back seat. 

As the seconds race by, the competi- 
tion team switches from one human 
pattern to the next with military 
precision. 

An apparent disinterest in the ever- 
increasing geography below belies 
their inevitable reunion with terra 
firma. 

Enveloped by a mind-numbing wind 
roar, the SP5‘s on-board mic is made 
redundant. 

Meanwhile, a barely audible but 
persistent high-pitched bleep nags its 
way through the cameraman’s 
concentration. 

A sophisticated barometric alarm 
clock, it tells him what his altimeter 
would read .. . if he could afford to 
move his head and look. He's at 


3,000ft. and it's time to deploy his 
parachute. 

By the time the competition team has 
split to the four winds and reached for 
their own ‘chutes, Sony's weather 
proofed yellow SP5 is already pointing 
skyward, witnessing the three-second 
birth of a billowing red, white and blue 
canopy. It’s all over! 

So how does the video market's 
prettiest camcorder stand up to this 


extreme treatment? 


Speaking as a cameraman in a 
parachute regiment free fall team, | 
was most impressed. 


: ) bviously the unusual environment 
7 | work in makes my equipment 
needs rather special, and as the war to 
corner the free fall sky-diving video 
market hasn't started yet, | always have 
to settle for the best compromise. 

What | carry on my helmet should be 
small and light. The amount my head 
gets pushed about in the slipstream is 
reduced with the size of the kit, and by 
keeping the weight to a minimum as 
well there's less chance of whiplash 
during a hard opening. 

In the past this has meant using a 
separate system, with a chest-mounted 
recorder and battery. 

But having used this camcorder, | 
won't go back to my Sony DX101 
camera and 8mm recorder unit with- 
outa fight : 

To begin with, the SP5’s picture 
quality is excellent. As soon as | re- 
played the first day’s jumps on our 
Panasonic the lads were impressed. 

Everything seemed larger than life 
— bright, clear and very detailed. The 
What Video lab report rates horizontal 
picture resolution at around 260 lines 
in standard play. 

And using the SP5’s slow-mo func- 
tion, the benefits this camcorder brings 
to our free fall training stands out a 
mile. 

We can pinpoint every dropped 
grip, over-rotation or unnecessary 
movement with ease — and by apply- 


ing that knowledge to improve our > 
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It’s all over — the SP5 is brought back to 
earth after 12,000ft. of sky-diving fun. 


performance, we can have all the new 
lads ready for the display season faster 
than ever before. 

As for the competition team, its train- 
ing jumps are often filmed by a reserve 
who is unlikely to be a cameraman. 

For this reason the SP5's easy to use 
controls are ideal — autofocus, auto 
white balance and auto exposure set- 
tings are essential. 

Free fall cameramen will also appre- 
ciate the chunky, positive feeling of the 
SP5’s stand-by and record buttons. 

With the video camera helmet 
strapped on we can only feel for them 
(we are already wearing gloves in 
readiness to dive oul). 

Time is of the essence. The aircraft is 
only over the right exit point for a few 
seconds, and although | like Guildford, 
| certainly don’t want to land there. 


here is another reason why free 

fall cameramen don’t want the 
main controls to be touch sensitive. On 
the run-up to the jump we select pause- 
record, and release it just prior to 
climbing out. 
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After that, any slight bump against 
the door frame, or simply the slip- 
stream passing over the sensitive but- 
tons can switch the recorder off. 

That would spoil a whole jump, but 
with SP5's positive switches you can 
guarantee results every time. 

However, the area where the SP5 
stands out the most is, of course, its 
weather proof armoured casing. 

Robust to the point of being soldier 
proof (well nearly), its greatest asset is 
to keep out both light rain and wind. 

I've wanted to switch from separates 
to a camcorder for a long time, but my 
top speed in a no-lift dive (head down) 
is about 180mph and a camcorder just 
can't take it. 

| tried the original Sony M8 Handy- 
cam over a year ago but the slipstream 
kept entering the cassette housing and 
moving the tape against the head. 

All my efforts with polythene and 
masking tape failed to stop the prob- 
lem, but by contrast this Sports Handy- 
cam is totally unaffected. 

Now I've experienced all the bene- 
fits of carrying a single piece of kit | 
won't be changing back. 

| no longer have wires winding 
through my jump suit and flapping 
against my neck. | can control my fall 
rate much easier without a massive box 
strapped to my chest. 

And best of all, the ride up to altitude 
in the aircraft is actually quite 
comfortable. 


f t's slightly disappointing that the SP5 
isn't waterproof enough to be sub- 
merged, because then it would truly be 
a ‘go anywhere’ camcorder. 

But everyone can get caught in a 
storm, including us, and the confidence 
that any amount of rain won't ruin your 
investment is very reassuring. 

It is actually safe enough to take to 
the beach, go sailing, water skiing or 
surfing, and still survive a dunking or 
two. 

However, | would advise you to 
apply a bit of silicon grease, or mask- 
ing tape, to the least resistant areas (eg 
earphone jack cover and remote con- 
nector cover), and keep your head 
above water. 

Scuba divers are better off buying a 
Sony F330 or 340 and the relevant 
underwater housing. Rain jackets are 
available for these models too. 

The SP5 is really a Sony 340 with a 
£200 plastic coat on and in my opin- 
ion it's well worth the extra cash. But as 
everyone who buys one is likely to use 
it outdoors more than in, | would advise 
‘budgeting for an extra £100 shortly 
after purchase. 

The NP-55 battery supplied will only 
last about 30 minutes and the more 
substantial NP-77s cost an extra £55 
each (but last over an hour). - 

While on spare batteries, don’t for- 
get to keep them warm if you want to 


get the fullest possible use. 

On the piste a bit of soft grey 
polystyrene material wrapped around 
the batteries in your pocket will go a 
long way towards extra recording 
time. 

Action cameramen should also 
make sure that the camcorder is fully 
acclimatised before use. 

Rushing from a warm hotel to a 
warm chairlift and then trying to film as 
you ski down a cold slope will result in 
a pea soup fog misting up the lens. 

| have the same problem when 
jumping in winter, but the lads don’t 
appreciate it when | ask the pilot to turn 
the heater off. 

An anti-mist cloth used inside and 
outside of the lens cover should help to 
some extent. 

If the lens cover is on when you pan 
the camcorder across the sun, reflec- 
tions of the sunlight may be visible on it. 

If it's a dry day then drop the lens 
cover, but if you're near a sea spray, 
for instance, and can't afford the risk, 
then try using a blue gelatin filter to cut 
out the offending ultra violet. 


[: the Red Devils we don’t have 
much use for many of the usual 
high-tech features of today’s advanced 
camcorders, but the SP5’s backlight 
compensator is invaluable. 

It's very effective when skiing, of 
course, but when used to video a 
tandem passenger (a novice strapped 
to an instructor in free fall) against a 
very bright sky, it helps to reduce the 
shadows and expose the facial 
expressions. 

The fast shutter speeds add to the 
versatility of the machine. 

The FM mono audio quality of 8mm 
is very high, but no use to us, once 
again, with our special conditions. | did 
record a Christmas play though and | 
was very impressed with the results. 

The only time | could detect any 
motor hum on the playback was during 
periods of absolute silence, and that 
was only very slight. 

Obviously, when there is no noise at 
all the automatic gain control is search- 
ing for something to pick up. 

To conclude, this is an excellent 
machine for anyone looking to buy a 
camcorder, but especially so for sky- 
divers. 

It's small and light enough for the 
task, reasonably streamlined and 100 
per cent airtight. 

It also has a low light recording 
capability of 7 lux which is great for 
inside the aircraft, and an external 
‘recording’ lamp so your partner can 
confirm that you've pressed the right 
buttons at a glance. 

For those of you who haven't been 
smitten by the free falling bug, you get 
a fist full of accessories and unlimited 
pose potential thrown in for the 
price O 
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WHATEVER ELSE YOU MISS, DON'T MISS 
THE UN'S BIGGEST 
PHOTOGRAPHIC AND VIDEO EXHIBITION. 


SELLE LILLE LUE 


m Sponsored by Amateur 
and Jessop, Photography & Video ‘89 is 
your chance to see, try and buy the most 
comprehensive range of photographic and 
video equipment 
ever assembled. 

You'll find all the latest in cameras, 
lenses, film, flash, darkroom accessories, 
video equipment and much more. 


That's not all. We've a host of special 


Photographer 


Gea Nth ht LOL LL ALLL LAAN iss. 


OANA NLL ERA EERE 


the Amateur Photo- 


JESSOP 


Photography '89 — hosted by Suzanne Dando, 


attractions, including 


grapher Glamour Studio, live 


stage performances, Miss 


Lenses in Action Roadshow, Children’s 


celebrity seminars, Christie’s, 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


& VIDEO "89 
N.E.C. BIRMINGHAM 


SATURDAY 29th APRIL, to MONDAY ist MAY. 


créche, 


All the top names, all the latest equipment H ASS £L81LAOD Konica Polaroid GB EIPHESIN BRONICA PENTAX OLYMPUS 


Vivitar Nikon MINOLTA AMSTRAD 
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Panasonic AGFA Canon PRAKTICA HDurst RICOH @ and much more. 


competitions, and lots of special offers. 
Don’t miss out. Send for our special 
rate advance tickets now, or call in at your 


local Jessop branch. 


| 98 Scudamore Road, Leicester LE3 11Z. 


Please send me ____ tickets at the special rate of £3 per adult 
(price on the day, £4), and £1 per child under 14. Under 5's free. 


| enclose a cheque/postal order for £ made | 
| payable to Jessop of Leicester Ltd. l 


| Name 


| Address 


Credit card payments can be made by telephoning 0533 320033. 
ccess, Visa, American Express or Jessop Photomaster Card are accepted. | 
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VIDEO PROCESSORS 


THE ‘AVP’ IS PACKED WITH FEATURES — OFFERING ‘TRUE’ VALUE FOR MONEY! 


— VIDEO — 


* VIDEO FADER — Professional Fade to Black 

* Switchable, Dual Direction, VIDEO WIPE GENERATOR 

* WIPES can be DISSOLVED Into the Picture 

* Adjustable picture DETAIL ENHANCER — Soft to Sharp 

* COLOUR SATURATION CONTROL with SPLIT SCREEN MONITORING 
* ENHANCER BY-PASS SWITCH 

x TWO SWITCHABLE VIDEO INPUTS — to Avoid Lead Swapping 
* TWO VIDEO OUTPUTS — For Duplication or Monitoring 

* FULL Sync-Pulse and Colour-Burst RESTORATION 

* ALL CIRCUITRY is ‘ACTIVE’ C.M.0.S. 

* MAINS POWERED — Mains Adapter Supplied 

* For sure with ANY combination of VIDEO FORMAT 


* THE VE1 « 


WITH THE ‘VE1’ YOU CAN MAKE VIDEO 
COPIES AS GOOD AS OR EVENBETTER THAN 
THE ORIGINAL TAPE! GUARANTEED! 


FEATURES 

* COLOUR SATURATION CONTROL — From nearly Black & White to Full Colour 
* VIDEO DETAIL ENHANCER — From ‘Soft to Sharp’ 

* Automatic SYNC-PULSE RESTORATION — For more stable copies 

* Connects between ANY two VCRs or Camcorder and VCR 

* Mains Powered — Adapter Supplied 


VIDEO COPY LEAD KITS ONLY 


SCART £6 inc P&P + VAT FA9 5 
| 


NORMAL £5 inc P&P + VAT 
AS & x THE VAF M3 & 
KY A STRAIGHT ‘NO FRILLS’ VIDEO AUDIO FADER 


ALL THIS 
FEATURES 


FOR ONLY! 

* Simultaneous video + audio fade using 

one control 
* Independent video fade 
* Independent audio fade 
* Audio dub 
* Phono inputs + outputs 
* Full one year guarantee 


* * * A MUST FOR ALL VIDEO ENTHUSIASTS * x * 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


— PHONE NOW — 
FOR DETAILS OF OTHER PRODUCTS 
NOT SHOWN ON THIS PAGE! 


— CREDIT CARD HOTLINE — 
— 0637-881319 — 


!!! FOR SAME DAY DISPATCH !!! 
* *% * A MUST FOR ALL VIDEO ENTHUSIASTS * * * 


— AUDIO — 


%* ‘ACTIVE’ TWO CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER — two inputs 

* MICROPHONE INPUT and PRE-AMP LEVEL CONTROL For Superimposing VOICE-OVERS 
* MASTER VOLUME FADER and GAIN CONTROL for Boosting Lo-Level Sounds 

* FULL AUDIO MIX and CROSS-FADE CAPABILITIES 

* TWO AUDIO OUTPUTS for Duplication and Monitoring 

* ALL CIRCUITRY is ‘ACTIVE’ C.M.0.S. 


FOR ONLY INC. 


£99.00 i: 


— A.C.T. LEADS THE WAY — 
ALL OF THESE FEATURES 


VIDEQOENHANCER® 
/ / 


es 
COLOUR DETAIL 


ACT.- ELECTRONICS 


THE ‘VE1’ IS THE BEST VIDEO-ENHANCER 
THAT YOU CAN BUY! 


* AMSTRAD « VIDEO TITLING PROGRAM + 


FOR USE WITH THE AMSTRAD CPC — 464-664-6128 COMPUTERS 


FEATURING — 

* 4 FONTS 

* MULTI-COLOUR SCREEN and TEXT 

* VARIABLE SPEED DISPLAY 

* DOUBLE or NORMAL HEIGHT CHARACTERS 

* SELF-CENTERING TEXT 

* WORKS IN MODE 1 or MODE 2 

* SCROLL 

* FULL EDIT, VIEW, LOAD and SAVE FUNCTIONS 


ta FOR THESE NEW PRODUCTS — COMING SOON 


New redesigned VAF MK1 Video Fader — with extra features. Audio/Video 
Distribution Centre — 1 in and 6 out. Positive to negative image reversal unit. 
Video mixer — mix any two video pictures without Genlock Video special effects 
unit. 


* INCLUDES VIDEO 
CONVERSION KIT 
FOR MP-1 OR MP-2 
DISC ONLY 


£19.95, inc pap vaT 


— ALL OF THESE UNITS DUE FOR RELEASE IN ‘89’ — 


ALL PRODUCTS ARE DESPATCHED BY RETURN WITH FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


MAIL ORDER ONLY 
To order or for details please contact: 


FES A.C.T. ELECTRONICS cto: ws mai 


UNIT 6/7 — BLUE LANTERN ARCADE — ST. COLUMB MAJOR — CORNWALL — TR9 6RL 


What Video May 1989 


TECHNIQUE TAPES 


Great value 
instruction 
cassettes 


HAT VIDEO and its 

companion magazine 

Camcorder User have 
joined forces to bring readers a 
great new series of video 
techniques tapes for the home or 
professional enthusiast. 

Terrific value for all is our 
VIDEO CAPTIONS tape, featuring 
no less than 85 mix ‘n’ match 
captions and backgrounds to give 
your productions that professional 
look. 

The completely new format 
covers titles for every major area 
of interest — weddings, 
anniversaries, family occasions of 
all kinds — and lets you use the 
electronic miracle of Quantel to 
produce zoom, flip, slide and 
tumble captions. Many are in 
chrome effect. They come 
complete with a brand new range 
of exciting jingles and are 
supplied on Super High Grade 
tape at no extra cost. 

@ Also an absolute must for either 
the intending or experienced 
creative video maker is the WHAT 
VIDEO-Camcorder User series of 
techniques tapes. 

Made in association with JVC — 
but applicable to all formats and 
aspects of video — they form the 
most comprehensive set of home 
training programmes ever offered. 

The five separately available 
cassettes each cover two subjects 
and are professionally written. 
They are presented by TV 
personality Lesley Judd in clear, 
easy-to-follow language to help 
you get the very best from your 
camcorder. 

The two subjects are covered 
thoroughly on every tape — real 
star value — with step-by-step 
visual explanation of camcorder 
capabilities. You're shown the skills 
of using filters, close-up work, 
programme planning, sound 
tracking and more. 

Choose either the new TITLES 
tape, or any one of the two part 
TECHNIQUES tapes (nos 1-5) 
listed here. Or take this 
opportunity to acquire a thorough 
encylopaedia of video-making by 
buying all six tapes at the special 
price of £109.70 plus pp. 


What Video May 1989 


nnn nnn nn nnn nnn nnn ne 5 - $= += -- 75 


THE TWO-PART TAPES 


@ PROGRAMME 1 

KNOW YOUR CAMCORDER: A guide 
to the features on a modern camcorder 
and the reasons for the various 
settings and adjustments. PLUS 
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES: A 
guide to the techniques employed in 
video production. 


@ PROGRAMME 2 

CREATIVE TECHNIQUES: A look at the 
creative techniques that can make 
your programmes look more 
professional. PLUS LIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES: How to illuminate your 
subjects and use lighting to the best 
creative effect. 


@ PROGRAMME 3 
SPECIAL EFFECTS: Impressive-looking 
special effects, animation and creative 


|__| copylies) of VIDEO CAPTIONS @ £19.95 (8mm @£24.95)|£ 
|__| copylies) of PROGRAMME 1 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @£19.95|£ | 
|_| copylies) of PROGRAMME 2 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @£19.95/£ | 
|__| copylies) of PROGRAMME 3 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @ £19.95|£ | 
|__| copylies) of PROGRAMME 4 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @ £19.95|£ | 
|__| copylies) of PROGRAMME 5 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @ £19.95/£ 
|__ALL SIX TAPES £109.70 (or £114.70 with 8mm ‘Video Captions’) _—|£_— 
| PLUS POSTAGE AND PACKING x See note below|£ | 

poss 


NB: Available on VHS ONLY, except ‘Video Captions’ TOTAL 


titles, all achieved with a single 
camcorder. PLUS SOUND 
TECHNIQUES: How to gain better 
sound quality on your recordings. 


@ PROGRAMME 4 

USING EFFECT FILTERS: How filters 
can create moods and images and how 
to use them to combat adverse lighting 
conditions. PLUS MACRO AND 
CLOSE-UP: Discover the exciting 
world of macro and close-up video 
photography. 


@ PROGRAMME 5 

PROGRAMME PLANNING: The 
importance of planning your shots and 
how to produce a shooting script. PLUS 
TWO-MACHINE EDITING, 
SOUNDTRACKING: An in-depth look 
at creative editing using two machines 
and how to create and add a new 
soundtrack. 


*UMUZOLSNUEE Post and packing — for 1 tape, ADD £1.95. For 2 tapes, ADD £2.45. 
For 3 tapes, ADD £2.95. For 4 tapes, ADD £3.65. For 5 tapes, ADD £3.95. For 6 tapes, ADD 


£4.45. 
NAME: (CAPITALS) 


ADDRESS: 


SIGNED: 


POSTCODE: 
DATE OF ORDER: 


Send complete order form to: Tapes Offer, WV Publications, 57-59 Rochester Place, 
London NW1 9JU. Please allow 28 days. Cheques payable to WV Publications Ltd. 
OVERSEAS ORDERS: note payment in pounds sterling only. 
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“Tremendous 
value and 
performance!” 


VEC1050 — VIDEO FADER/ENHANCER+ AUDIO MIXER 
@ SLIDER CONTROLS for ease of use. 
FADES picture RELIABLY to BLACK, WHITE or any shade of GREY. 
Adjustable PICTURE ENHANCER for first class copies. 
Picture can be lightened or darkened. 
DOES NOT DISTORT syncs or colour burst like inferior models. 
Active 3 CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER with stereo inputs. 
GAIN control for increasing volume of quiet sounds. 
MICROPHONE input for adding commentaries. 
Complete with mains adaptor and comprehensive 12 page manual. 


quality and 
versatility!” 


VEC2000 — VIDEO FADER/WIPER+AUDIO MIXER 


SLIDER CONTROLS for ease of use. 

26 WIPE and MASKING PATTERNS in BLACK or WHITE. 

FADES picture to BLACK or WHITE. 

Masking patterns can be DISSOLVED into picture. 

Unique push-button AUTOMATIC WIPES, with adjustable speeds, for smooth scene 
changes. 

Wipes can be done manually to mask out parts of the picture. 

2 switchable video inputs. 

3 video outputs for duplication / monitoring. 

Active 3 CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER with stereo inputs. 

Individual GAIN controls on each audio channel for matching different sources, and 
increasing the volume of quiet sounds. 

VU METER for accurate level setting. 

MASTER audio FADER control. 

MICROPHONE input for adding commentaries. 

HEADPHONE socket with separate volume control. 


£135 


“Amazing 

creative 
possibilities!” 

VTS700 - VIDEO TITLE STORE 


This unique accessory, which ONLY works with the VEC2000, will superimpose titles 

and effects over the picture WITHOUT requiring ‘GENLOCK’. 

@ Title source can be a camcorder, camera, computer or video tape. 

@ Up to 3 titles can be stored or recalled in ANY order. 

@ Titles can be DISSOLVED or WIPED into the picture. 

@ Titles can be superimposed in BLACK, WHITE, NORMAL or REVERSED, and the 
edges can be shaded, regardless of the source material. 

@ Complete with special leads to the VEC2000. 


Pr cotession™ 


& Retail 


photographer? 


_ VAL Video Store 


68 -70 St. Thomas Street - SCARBOROUGH - you 1DU Tel: (0723) 365024 


ARE THE LARGEST PHOTO-VIDEO 
STORE IN THE AREA & STOCK A 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 
CAMCORDERS & ACCESSORIES 


8mm CAMCORDERS Canon E7 7 


CANON E70 
8mm VIDEO CAMERA 


CANON E77 
CANON E708 
& RECORDER 


MINOLTA 8100E 
SONY F340 
SONY V200 


VHS/VHS-C 
Panasonic M7 
Panasonic MC6 
Panasonic MS1 
Ferguson FCO7 
Ferguson FC08 
Minolta C50 


* Vivanco Enhancers & Editors * Videonics Editor * Copy Kits * 
Mikes * Lens Converters * Copy Kits * Mikes * 


* Secondhand *« Secondhand *« 
Please phone for details (0723) 365024 


=SAMBICO 


World of Video Innovations 


ADD 67% MORE FIELD OF 
VIEW TO YOUR CAMCORDER 
. AND FOR UNDER sige 


Ambico's best selling V-0311 Close- 
up/Wide View Lens. Great for indoors 
or outdoor videos. 


ADD 50% ZOOMING POWER § 
T0 YOUR CAMCORDER 


The unique shape of Ambico's 

V-0312 makes it the only 1.5x telephoto lens 
that lets a go from full wide to full tele- 
zoom with no vignetting. Around £90. 


These products are designed by us, manufactured in the UK, and have a one year ‘no quibble’ guarantee 
Our professional quality circuitry ensures full compatibility with ANY combination of VHS, VHSc, 8mm, Beta 
and U-matic machines. They are ideal for use with camcorders. Every unit is supplied with a detailed 
instruction manual and supp rted by our unrivalled after-sales service and technical back-up. We can 
supply leads and adaptors Ss 

Callers welcome, but by appointr ent i 


Ask for our free information pack or simply order directly from: 


rat Aakatacrecey Apt super wide effects 
isheye lens for around £50 


ees Ph oh hg 


ase send Te AmbToO's CaaToqie — —) hn 
+ paadapecaamman a Bat outy 
lights, portable 


ower packs, 

amcorder Batteries, 
VIDEO TECH DESIGNS Video transfer a 
6 Trellyn Close, Barming, prt mn 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 9EF our catalogue. 


_ es) tile Distributed in UK by Fotolynx, CCS Centre, Vale Lane, BRISTOL BS3 5RU (0272 635263) 
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New and Used 
Professional 
Equipment Sales 


Good equipment — with good advice, 
good prices, good service 


STOP! 


BUYING INFERIOR QUALITY TAPES! 
YOU KNOW, THOSE SO-CALLED 
BRANDED NAMES! 


CLASSIC 2 LTD, 
ANNOUNCES THE LAUNCH OF THEIR 


Part-exchanges welcome — equipment bought 


CUT-PRICE PROFESSIONAL HIGH GRADE E180. 
(well below trade — KRAM bers (MADE IN THE UK) 
unrepeatable offers) 

E THE TAP. 1 
VMA Chroma Correctors — only £199 ! ! WS a ee een ATS 
VS11 Video Processors _— only £299 ! ! 


= = 


£27.50 FOR 10 


including VAT, P&P 


all inclusive prices (U.K. mainland delivery) 


Very limited quantities. Phone your order NOW! 


Other specials this month for the “early bird” 
Good choice of 3-tube cameras and portable VCRs 
Good choice of TVs/Monitor/View data terminals 


Send cheques and 
postal orders to 


CLASSIC 2 LTD, 


EYECATCHERS AUDIO VISUAL maeieane Mi 5 eee 
oo HENDON, 


062 081 611 (anytime) 


A uniquely flexible 
VIDEO PRODUCTION TOOLKIT 


VideoStudio 


EXCLUSIVE TO AMIGA. 500 + 2000 


VideoStudio’s modular software approach provides twelve COPYRIGHT WARNING 
of the most commonly required video production utilities in 

one easy-to-use package. No previous computer experience 

is required. VideoStudio is supplied on two 312" floppy discs 

to run on your Amiga A500 or A2000. 


* May be used with, or without, a genlock. 
* 625-line PAL high-resolution INTERLACED output. 
* Wide repertoire of titling options. 
* 20 broadcast quality fonts. 
* Nine wipe patterns. Fades, scrolling. 
* Comprehensive suite of standard test signals. 
* Customisable Clock/Logo/Copyright screens. 
’ * Broadcast-style VTR startclock/frame display. 
HC he wedding ~ t * Selection of timefunctions (e.g. stopwatch etc). 
‘18m , of a * We also supply Amiga Hardware & Genlocks. 
Farol Choriwood ’ 
and re Until now, many of these features have only been available 
=3Simon iGurton se. 2 on very expensive equipment. VideoStudio brings you the 
facilities that you need, at a price that you can afford. 
VideoStudio is exclusively written for the Amiga so that it can 
fully explore the specialised power of this remarkable com- 
puter in video applications. 
Hardware: 1Mb RAM and two disc drives is assumed. 
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£85 + VAT available ex-stock from 


PROBE MARKETING LTD icin 
UNIT 12A, SPRINGFIELD IND EST, many wu 
BURNHAM On CROUCH, ESSEX CMO 8AT 
TEL: 0621 783504 
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AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Picture quality 
Hi-fi stereo sound 
Audio dub 


What's Bad 


Er, mono earphone jack? 


Our Ratings 

Price | Adddiad 
Picture | Added 
Sound >>P>Pp 
Features | Adi dicdlad 
Ease of use > > > > 
Looks Ad ds 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good > PP Fair 


>> Basic > Poor 
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'V Zoom LEM’ 
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@vVideo Audio @ 


“While no on-board titling is pro- 
vided, nor image superimposing, it is 
possible to hook the firm's familiar 
optional character generator into the 
MS50. 

This allows four font sizes, and 10 
frames of text (credits or titles), to be 
overlaid on live footage. 


Performance 


Clearly, a machine of this calibre 
should deliver remarkable results — 
and the MS50 doesn’t disappoint. 
Using industry standard resolution 
measurements, we found the Pana- 
sonic resolved an effortless 400 lines of 
horizontal resolution (please don't 
write in and ask where the other 225 
lines went, this definition rating system 


Mix TIMER/ 
INTERVAL REC 


1.Edit switch. 2.Audio select switch. 3.Operation on/off 
switch. 4.Reset. 5.Display/memory. 6.Fast forward cue. 
7.Rewind/review. 8.Index signal recording. 9.Timer/ 
interval recording. 10.Eject. 11.Recording speed selector. 
12.S-VHS system selector with indicator. 13.Audio 
dubbing. 14.Pause/still. 15.Insert. 16.Play. 17.Stop. 
18.Camera/VTR selector cover. 


AV 9-head system — amorphous pro heads 
(1, 3, 6 and 8), rotary audio heads (2, 4, 7 
and 9) and flying erase head (5). 


has nothing to do with our 625 line TV 
standard) in SP, dropping to around 
380 in long play (as an S-terminal 
output). 

Its composite video performance 
(the quality of picture you'll get when 
viewing on a regular, non S-VHS TV or 
copying down to regular VHS) is 
around 350 lines in SP, dropping to 
330 in LP. fs 

Contrast is excellent, with little dot 
interference evident when viewed as a 
composite signal. 

Pictures are bright and painstakingly 
drawn. The clarity is considerable. 

Unlike the JVC Super compact, only 
four of the nine heads in this camera 


 *ON/ 
OPAUSE/o 
STILL = ADUB 


FF 


are used for video recording and 


~ playback. 


Like 8mm camcorders, they're opti- 
mised for long play recording... and 
like the full-size MS1 camcorder 
they're made of laminated amorphous 
material, the same as that used in 
Panasonic's broadcast standard M11 
video equipment. Other firms use the 
more familiar ferrite heads. 

However, having just four heads has 
patently not compromised _perfor- 
mance at either recording speed. 

Unoptimised SP recordings are quite 
splendid. For the record, regular VHS 
resolution approaches around 270 
lines. 

Colour reproduction is also superb, 
and | think noticeably better than other 
C format cameras. Hues are rich and 
true, with a vibrancy that’s quite 
unusual. 

Intrigued by this, | secured and inves- 
tigated some detailed technical specifi- 
cations for the camera. 

It transpires that the machine em- 
ploys a new integrated circuit sensitive 
to three (rather than two) colour 
temperatures. 

This RGB sensor makes its colour 
adjustments based upon a white dis- 
persion board beneath the white bal- 
ance window on the camera. 

The window itself has been recast in 
smoked glass to minimise any reflection 
it might cast on the dispersion board. 

In addition to all this wizardry, the 
camera also sees the debut of a wide 
band comb filter with a 30 per cent 
broader frequency range for tighter 
colour registration. Ergo: cracking col- 
our pictures! 

Sonically, the MS50 also shines. Its 
VHS hi-fi sound system confidently 
does away with C format’s greatest 
weakness — naff audio. At both re- 
cording speeds, the soundtrack is 
bright and detailed. 

With a frequency response that 
peaks at 20kHz (better than 8mm PCM 
digital), and a dramatic decrease in 
low-level distortion, recorded sounds 
are well up to editing (although the 


. extra definition makes a meal of re- 


cording handling noises). 

Although stereophonic, the on- 
board mic does not really create a 
broad stereo soundstage (the on- 
board mics on both the JVC GF-S1000 
and Sony V-200 do a better job) — 
but that unmistakable enveloping am- 
bience is there. 

| suspect that it would take some very 
careful external micing to create a 
genuinely convincing stereo effect, and 
the job is not made easy by the silly 
provision of a mono headphone jack. 

Followers of our long running tape 
slap noise distortion story will also be 
pleased to hear that Panasonic has 
made a good deal of progress in 
reducing the picture kink effect that 
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1.Built-in microphone. 2.Accessory shoe. 3.Start/stop. 
4.White balance sensor window. 5.Tally indicator. 
6.Accessory shoe. 7.Lens cap. 8.Lens hood. 9.Focus ring. 
10.Manual zoom lever with macro. 11.Cassette 
compartment, 12.Fade. 13.Date/time. 14.Focus adjusting 
zone. 15.Focus mode. 16.High speed shutter. 17.White 
balance mode. 18.Iris close/open control. 19.Electronic 
viewfinder. 20.Eyepiece corrector control. 21.Metal fitting 
for shoulder strap. 22.EVF/character generator terminal. 


HIGH SPEED 
FOCUS. SHUTTER 


23.Date shift. 24.Date set. 25.Power zoom control. 
26.Microphone sensitivity selector. 27.DC power output 
socket. 28.External microphone socket. 29.General 
operation controls. 30.Metal fitting for shoulder strap. 
31.Tracking up/down. 32.DC input socket. 33.Remote 
control socket. 34.RF/AV adaptor socket. 35.S-Video 
output connector. 36.Earphone socket. 37.Start/stop. 
38.Battery compartment for auto date/clock. 39.Tripod 
receptacle. 40.Battery holder. 41.Grip belt. 42.Battery 


locking lever. 
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occurs’ when C format tapes are 
played back on conventional VCRs. 

This new model sees the arrival of a 
unique twin projection cylinder which 
has two solid projections at the leading 
and trailing edges of the tape wrap to 
ease the transport of the contacting 
video tape. 

When cassettes are played back in 
an adaptor on a home deck, vertical 
distortion is reduced. 

It's a shame that the system wasn't 
introduced in time for the full-size MS1 
Super VHS camcorder. 


Conclusion 


Quite obviously, the MS50 is a mighty 


machine. In many respects | find it a 
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good deal more impressive than the 
new JVC GR-S77, and that’s no slouch 
either. 

Picture quality is superb, as good as 
that on the £1,700 MS1 and colour 
rendition is marvellous, while the intro- 
duction of hi-fi sound is a massive boost 
for the compact format. 

What's more, material shot on the 
camera stands up to editing well and 
there is a range of creative control 
available, although I’d have loved to 
have seen a full line input. 

In many respects this model repre- 
sents VHS-C’s ascension from infancy 
to adolescence, and is a titanic exam- 
ple of current home video technology. 

All in all, | guess you could say that | 
kinda liked it O 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: Panasonic NV-MS50 

Format: VHS, PAL standard, S-VHS, PAL/Secam 
Price: £1,400 

Market Position: Top end compact camcorder 
Features: 6 power zoom, day/time character 
generator, fader, 1/250, 1/500, 1/1000 high speed 
shutter, high gain CCD, macro, SP/LP recording, hi-fi 
stereo sound, self-timer/interval recorder, index search 
marker, audio dub 

Camera Controls: Power zoom, auto white balance 
(two presets), record-review 

General Controls: Record, play, pause, rewind, fast 
forward, hi-fi/mono sound mix 

Inputs & Outputs: Earphone, external mic, S-terminal 
out, AV out 

Lens: 49mm 1.2, 9-54mm zoom 

Power Requirements: DC 9.6V 

Dimensions: 125(w) x 159%(h) x 283(d) mm 
Weight (with battery and tape): 1.8kg 


MPS CAMCORDERS & ACCESSORIES 


Canon 


NEW CANON E77 


Brand New Canon 8mm, 7 Lux, /R Remote, 
Self Timer, rgd he Facility, High Speed 
utter. 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


canon V/M/ oE70 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER 
C= 


W CANON E70 
1/1000th second shutter speed, very low 7 Lux, auto 
focus, self timer and interval timer, shift, 6x power 
zoom, 
NOW IN STOCK 
PHONE MPS FOR A GOOD DEAL — we've been 
Canon dealers for nearly 20 years and we're the 
world's best tryers. 
Canon E70 Kit, Camera, Battery Pack, Charge 
Coupler, Wrist Strap, Power Adaptor, RF Unit, PS. 
Ti 


‘ape. 
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 
Also available limited quantities of VME2. 


ACCESSORIES FOR VME2 
CBE2 Car Adpt & Charger i 
BPE22 90Min Batt 

CUE2 4 Metre Remote Control 

EUF Arm II Left Eye Viewfinder Atch. 

SCE2 Soft Case 

MPS Soft Case 


8mm CAMCORDER ACCS. GENERAL 
TC 46 Tele 1.4x & 
MPS Tele 1.5x 

Multi Convertor, Wide Tele & Close-up £69.95 
WC46 Wide 0.7 x x 
Filter Set 46 

Filter Set 46U 

CGE1 10 Page Character Generator 
DM200 Microphone Directional 

JVC Equiv. 

MM100 Mixing Mic. 

SBE1 Shoulder Brace 

CPE3 Chest Pod 

MB100 Mic Boom 


£129.95 


ae aes at 
10 Metre Ext. i 
BP1vE Battery 


BP32E Battery 
Tele & Wide 


PANASONIC 


PANASONIC NWM10 


FANTASTIC NEW CAMCORDER 
from PANASONIC 
Very Special at £1169 


NEW PANASONIC 
M7 


PHONE 
FOR PRICE ‘ 


CAMCORDER ACCESSORIES 
Car Cord M5/M1/M3 


From £39.95 
From £49.95 
£49.95 


Tele/Wide Converter 
Battery for M3/M1 (2 hrs.) 


HOME VIDEOS 


HRD-530K Digital Stereo 

HRD-370EK Hi-Fi 

HRD-400 Prog. Handset 

HRD-700 Digital 

HRD-330EK 4 Head 

HRD-230EK Long Play Remote Program 
HRD-320EK Budget Beater 


Phone for Very Best Prices 


MPS SPECIALS & BARGAINS 


Car Cord for NV100/NV200 Olympus 
& Canon VR10 Rec. £20.00 
JVC BBP3EK Batt. Charger for HRC3 

& HRS10 1 hour £29.95 
Telecine Adaptors £29.95 


FINANCE 
Finance can be arranged. Callers with Access or 
Barclaycard can take advantage of our instant 
credit scheme. Mail Order customers (send 10% 
deposit) with your requirements and we will do 
the rest. (Subject to approval by Tricity Lombard.) 
Non acceptable customers full refund. 


SONY. 


SONY V90 HANDYCAM 


PHONE FOR PRICE 
on this excellent new 


camcorder from Sony 
Bek 
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Accessories and Case) DEAL PHONE 
V90 Pro 
New V30 Handycam 
New F330 
New F340 
v200 
ACP 88 Multi Voltage AC Pack 
Battery Charge 100v-240v 
DCC 16AE Car Battery Cord 
DCP 80 DC Adapter 
ACV8 Incl. NP22 Battery 
BP 400 Batt Belt 
NP22 Batt V8 & Pro 8 — Fuji 
NP55 Batt 
NP77 Batt 
Pro 8 MPS Belt Direct Fit 
BCA 80/85 Charger 
NP4000 Batt. Pack V8 
New V90 Belt £89.95 
RM 84 Wired Remote Controller £59.95 
RMT E1S Transmitter Controller £29.95 
HVR 200 Pan Tilter £269.95 
New Wireless RM151K £79.95 
OTHER PLEASE PHONE 
MICROPHONES 
ECM K100 Electret Condenser 
SAD 100 External Microphone 
Shoe 
Sony Tie Clip Mic 
ECM K120 3 Way 


MPS ARE THE NORTHS LEADING 
JVC DEALER 


JVC GRC7 CAMCORDER 
Voted Camcorder of the Year 
Full Kit 


£39.95 


SMALL QUANTITY — £849 


JVC GR45 CAMCORDER 


EXCELLENT NEW OFFERING 
FROM JVC 
PHONE FOR BEST PRICE 


— 
ve 
] = gancnaavig 


ACCESSORIES FOR 
CAMERAS & CAMCORDERS 
£89.95 
£39.95 
2 hour £49.95 
1 hour £39.95 


45mins £29.95 


CGP50 Character Gen. 
Soft Case for Camcorders 
battery 

Battery 

Battery 

MZ320 Directional Mic. for all Cameras 


£49.95 
£24.95 

each £59.95 
£29.95 
£9.95 
£16.95 
£109.95 
£49.95 
£69.95 


Camcorder to 10 pin lead 

Tele and Wide Converter 
Compact VHS Cassette Adapt. 
Wired Remote 

TL37 Mic. Boom 

AC Adapter & Batt. Charger 
Car Cord 

Car Charger & Power Supply 


JVC 


NOW IN STOCK 


SUPER VHS 
FROM JVC 


For Details and Information Phone 


TAMRON CX-7 


NOW IN STOCK 


NEW ULTRA SMALL CAMCORDER, 
TAMRON CX-7 MOVIE. 
COMPLETE KIT. 


Phone for details 


R P/EXCHA 
PHIC ( 


DIS 


VE 


mm, 


CAMCORDERS 
SALE PRICES ON 
FERGUSON VIDEOS 
FV10B, 
FV11R, FV12, FV13, FV14 
FC04 Camcorder 
FCO5 VHS Camcorder 
FCO6 VHS Camcorder, Record 
Only 
PHONE FOR KNOCKOUT PRICES 


SHARP VL-C73MA 
New from SHARP, 8x zoom ‘C’ 
Format 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


(Clone of Sony V30) 
VERY SPECIAL PRICE 
PHONE 


CANON E708 


a 
New Camcorder Flagship from Canon. 


Full remote, lo-lux, hi-speed shutter. 
PHONE FOR SPECIAL PRICE 


JVC HRS5000 


EXCELLENT NEW 
SVHS FORMAT 
NOW IN STOCK 
PLEASE NOTE 
MPS STOCK A FULL 
RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 
FOR ALL OUR PRODUCTS 
AND MANY SALES LINES 


OUNT TAPE PRIC 


MAXELL Boxes of 10 


E30 £19.60 E60 £22.80 E90 £24.60 E105 £26.50 
E120 £27.40 £135 £28.80 £150 £31.10 E180 £33.10 


NEW LOWER PRICES ON VIDEO TAPE 
MPS OFFER THE LOWEST PRICES ON QUANTITY VIDEO TAPE 
SAME DAY DESPATCH WHERE POSSIBLE — PHONE UP & STOCK UP 


STANDARD FUJI 


Each 


10 Plus 


SONY 
10 Plus 


EXTRA HIGH GRADE 
3.41 3.24 
3.68 3.51 
4.09 3.90 
4.62 4.42 
5.66 5.39 


Hi Fi HG Hi Fl SOUND HIGH GRADE TAPE 


E120 SHG 


E120 


E180 6.20 


ASK ABOUT SPECIALS ON VARIOUS NON-STOCK LINES 
E.G. HIGH GRADE E180 @ £2.99 WHILE STOCKS LAST 
8mm HEAD CLEANER £9.95 
ROCK BOTTOM PRICES ON 8mm TAPE 
FUJI METAL PARTICLI 


8mm FUJI 
P5.15 

P5.30 

P5.60 

P5.90 

VHS-C 

High Grade 

Super HG 

Pro Grade 


3 Pack SHG 


4.95 
5.76 
7.02 
EACH 
4.13 
4.60 
5.99 
12.99 


5.29 
SONY PRO X 


6.55 6.24 6.46 6.15 
L500 PRO X 
£5.15 in 10's 
£5.49 each 


SONY 


5.83 


4.69 
5.51 
6.72 
10+ 
3.75 
4.18 
5.23 
11.99 


TO ORDER TAPE TEL 091 261 8166 


Access/Bcard Orders Welcome All Prices. Schools, Colleges 
etc. Order No Problem. Incl. VAT. P&P on All Orders. 

10 Tapes £2.50 30 Tapes £4.50 

20 Tapes £3.50 40 Tapes plus £5.00 per order 


BULK ORDERS = EXTRA DISCOUNTS 


MPS” Professional 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 
Image House, 17 Carliol Square 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 


Tel: 


91 261 8166 


MAIL ORDER A SPECIALITY 
We take a pride in our fast turnround. Most items in 
stock will be despatched within 24 hours. Items out of 
stock — customers have the option of refund. 
Securicor deliver any size pace for only £7.95 — small 
items by post £2.50 p&p. lers from Is, 
Colleges, Government . & Companies welcome. 
Access & B/Card tel orders welcome. All prices 
inclusive VAT. 
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THE MPS VIDEO ACCESSORIES PAGE 


TALK TO THE PEOPLE THE 
PROFESSIONALS TALK TO 


FOR THE BEST DEALS AROUND ON VIDEO ACCESSORIES MPS HAVE THE ANSWER 


LIGHTING ACCESSORIES 
Sra mor Nea | 


9 

95 
95 
95 


TRIPODS 


To make sense of yuur Video-Photography you need a Fluid Head 
Tripod. MPS have a selection for all your requirements. Contact 
THE EXPERTS. 

Would you like a Pro Video Fluid Tripod at a price you can afford. 
We've got one, in fact several. 


MANFROTTO OF ITALY 
Probably the worlds largest Tripod Factory 
only make Professional Tripods 
MANFROTTO (heads only) 
MN136 Fluid Junior Head as illust. Pty neyastna ines: 
MN200 Lightweight Fluid Head...... 
MN128 Mini Video Head .......... 
MN116 Super Pro-Head ....... 


TRIPODS (legs only) - 
MN144 Basic ......... easing 


NM028 Twin Leg Cine larg 

NM074 With Centre Braces 

NM190 Mini-Pro.. 

MN132 Heavy Movie....... 

Many more to choose from. 

For advice phone MPS for a chat or send for leaflet. 


SLIK TRIPODS ALSO STOCKED 
Silk Easi £129.95 complete 
Silk D2 Vid » 88.85 


Silk Do! 
Kewmode Profess. Fluid.. 


-_ MPS CONVERTOR LENSES 


Direct import from the worlds leading manufacturer as made for 
leading Video Camera makers, e.g. Panasonic, Sony, JVC, 
Olympus etc. These lenses are unsurpassed for quality. Don't 
waste your time on inferior products. 


2x TELE (new 
New from Kenko. 2x Tele convertor, offering an 
astounding 100% multiplication of your zoom. This, 
remarkable piece of suprpent doubles your zoom. § 
No light loss or quality drop. Truly amazing, 
fits all smaller type cameras and virtually 
all Camcorders 


£69.95 (P&P £2.50) 


4x TELE (new product 


Never before possible, multiplys your max 
telephoto setting by an incredible 4x. Ideal for |e 
Naturalists, Sports, Private Investigation, 


Survaillance, and of course Peeping Tomis! A must 
for anyone with Long Lens Application. 
wesepeassrgaguatoanssiranilicsdigusateuecrcstit LOOCOU [RMR OOO) 
(NB for serious tele work only). 
TELE x<1.5 
Gives 50% more lens power without any quality 
loss. Ideal for general purpose work. Many 
hundreds sold, excellent value for money. 
For Camcorders and smaller type Cameras 
Hedovassavsovsssstisestacesadecssvboneiensyiet ERO OO (OIE ee OO 
For larger type Cameras up to 58mm £69.95 (P& 
(NB both allow zoom throughout your lens range). 


WIDE 0.7 


Two wide convertors gi useful increase over 

wide end of your zoom, while still allowing you to 

zoom in and out. 

0.7 gives approx. 30% more and fits Cameras YP 

to 52mm, and all Camcorders £59.95 (P&P £2.50) 

0.6 fits all Cameras and Camcorders and give 40% 

overall. Suitable for all Cameras up to 58mm .. £69.95 (P&P £2.50) 


TELE & WIDE KITS 


Tele 1.5 and wide 0.7 ...... .. £99.95 
Tele 1.5 large and wide 0.6 ......... wee £109.95 
All lens can be mixed to get extra discount. 

(P&P all order £2.50) 


NEW 5x TELEPHOTO 


New 5x telephoto from Kenko. Suitable for wildlife 
photography £149.95 


NEW TELE + WIDE KIT 


New small size tele and wide kit from Kenko suitable for 
camcorders, retains autofocus on most models _—- £69.95 per kit 


Video dealers please note MPS require 
Stockists for their convertors, for details 
please write 


FINANCE 
Finance can be arranged. Callers with Access or 
Barclaycard can take advantage of our instant 
credit scheme. Mail Order customers (send 10% 
deposit) with your requirements and we will do 
the rest. (Subject to approval by Tricity Lombard.) 
Non acceptable customers full refund. 
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MPS BATTERY PACKS 
AND BELTS 
INTRODUCTION 


MPS belts and packs are made by one of the UKs leading 
manufacturers, chosen by us for there quality and reliability, plus 
simplicity or use. All packs and cells are top quality. Guaranteed 
belts are hand made from the best quality Cordura Nylon with 
double stitching and Velcro fasteners. Belt straps are unbreakable 
nylon webbing, fully adjustable with quick-fit snap buckles. Packs 
have webbing straps with comfortable shoulder pad. 
MPS offer unconditional 2 year warranty on all packs and belts. All 
belts and packs come complete with charger. 
Simple attachment by DC lead or Car Cord, consult with MPS. 
OUR PRICES we believe are the BEST in the Country. 


JVC CAMCORDER 


Direct fit to any JVC Camcorder. Also fits Ferguson, Philips, Akai, 
Telefunken, ITT and many others. Gives up to four hours 
FECOPMING CME ooo... ee eeeeceeseeeseeseeee only £68.95 (P&P £2.50) 


SONY CAMCORDER 
New from MPS. The Sony Camcorder belt comes with direct fit 
battery. Shape for all Sony Camcorders CCDV8, CCOU100 pro, 
CCOV30, and all Sony equipment using NP22 type batteries, using 
Nicad cells. Its very lit and gives up to 5 hours poery. 
Excellent value .........0...c0.ccccccceee £79.95 (P&P £2.50) 


6.5AMP SLA PACK 


Star value, many hundreds sold all over 
UK. This standard shoulder pack gives 
years of trouble free use. Unbeatable 
value for money. Can give up to 412 
hours of recording 

sestesueessessvesereeseeee £41.95 (P&P £2.50) 


6AMP SLA BELT 
Star value belt 4 x SLA cells, giving up to 42 hours recording. 
Our biggest Seer... ..cceeccseeesssseeesssseessssneeee £99.95 (P&P £2.50) 


4AMP NICAD BELT 


aig t belt you'll hardly even notice your wearing. Gives 
approx. 3 hours recording on most Video systems 

SE appeal rert owe ants eves £79.95 (P&P £2.50 
N.B All belts and pack are simply connected by 

means of a DC lead or car cord (except 

camcorder type). If you don't already have a 

cord, consult with MPS, most types are in stock 
at reasonable prices! 


LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


MPS offer a range of Lighting Equipment to suit all requirements, 
chosen by us for quality features and value for money. Large 
quantity of all units have already been sold, with many satisfied 
customers. 


PORTABLE LIGHTS 
MPS MINILIGHT 


Ultra nfs oy simple attachment to 
Camera Shoe, small enough to slip into 
your pocket when not required. 1 
watts of light for 30-40 minutes when 
used with 6.5 belt or pack 

only £29.95 (spare bulb £3.95 

(50 watt bulb £3.95 i 

(NB. Not suitable for more than 10 minutes continuous use, due 
to heat factor). 


MPS SUPALIGHT 


A compact 12 volt top or side mount 

light with focus and 4 Barn Doors. 

Excellent quality. 100 watts output 

Rated for continuous use, while battery 

power available. Rugged design give 

years of reliable use. 

Only £59.95 (spare bulb £3.95) (50 or 100 watt.) 


MPS PORTABLE LIGHTING KITS 


Minilight Plus 6.5 Shoulder Pack, including Charger........... £69.95 
With 6 Amp Belt ooo... cece ¥ i 
As above with Supalight ADD. 
Other kits to order please enquire. 


PORTABLE MAINS LIGHTS 
300 WATT MAINS 


Feature as per Supalight but with powerful 300 watt output, very 
compact and portable ......... , £49.95. (spare Bulbs £9.95) 


1000 WATT MAINS 


Silent, blower cooled, budget ‘bene Made in Germany by Flecta 
Lighting Co. Offers exceptional value @ £39.95. 


UNOMAT Lx901 GxPRO 
Packed with features: Superb quality. 4 barn doors, blower 
cooled, focusing beam, half power economy switch, side grip 
supplied, bounce grip and head. Very affordable @ £34.98 
(spare bulbs £9.95) 


MPS~ Professional 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 


Image House, 17 Carliol Square 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Tel: 091 261 8166 


Studio Stand Foldaway .. £2. 
Super Compact Foldaway ............. aie £34. 
Microphone attachment Shoe ; ae £5. 
Folding Brolly white....................... sripsisteaeads 19. 
Brolly attachment, Clamp and Boom Arm Clamp, fully 
MOSM Rarity wih ks caspn cis osshitnnaseoneosias Re oe 
Boom Arm for Lights and Mics. sda essere £15.95 
. £9.95 


VIDEO BAGS & CASES 
MPS CAMERA CASE 


As above but larger, suitable for many bigger type Cameras and 
Camcorders, e.g. JVC GXN70, Sony Pro 8, Panasonic F10 100 on 
MVM5 Camcorders and many more..................... ... Only £49.95 


MPS CAMCORDER CASE 


A universal case of very high quality, a = 
with adjustable compartment to 4 

accommodate virtually all: Medium size} | 

Grey in colour, high a Cordura, 

with many spare pockets for accs. 

Absolutely impeccable quality. Very 

unobtrusive ...................-.-... OMly £39.95 


VIDEO KIT CASES 


Throw about ultimate protection. Suitable for transporting 
valueable Video equipment. Shoulder strap, Foam inserts to 
customize to your own requirements, lock-up Catches and Keys 
Large 2114" 1714"8" we scatitonSresnaasaeg waa a 
Medium 201%" 15"« 71/4" .. 

Small 18" 13%" 6"... 


fades. Black to White Two Channel 
Audio mixing. Complete with Mains 
Adapter. Many other features. Send for 
leaflet... vse £79.00 (incl. del.) 


Basic Enhancer with Sharpness Control 
and Video Signal Level Control. Made in 
Japan. Outstanding value. Leaflet on 
request ... DEAR res 

REFLECTA 5002 
Excellent quality, packed with features. 1000W mains video lamp. 
Blower cooled, barn doors, focusing beam, full & half power 
settings, with detachable grip £74.95 


MICROPHONES 
MS OMG oe 


Fits virtually all Cameras. By Universal Shoe Fitting, Directional 
Switch sensitivity. Condenser type supplied with wind sock and 
fitted case. Banish unwanted Video noise ... only £29.95 


Ideal for Reportace Commentaries, sound dubbing etc. A quality 
Hand Mic with directional characteristics. Very affordable at £24.95 


VIVANCO 


VCR 3044 AUDIO VIDEO 
PROCESSOR 
— Many Excellent Facilities — 
PHONE 
Also available: VCR1044, VCR2044 


PLEASE NOTE 


FAR MORE ACCESSORIES 
IN STOCK TO FIT 
VIRTUALLY ALL BRANDS 


Please Phone 


MAIL ORDER A SPECIALITY 
We take a pride in our fast turnround. Most items in 
stock will be despatched within 24 hours. Items out of 
stock — customers have the option of refund. 
Securicor deliver any size parcel for only £7.95 — small 
items by post £2.50 p&p. Orders from Schools, 
Col , Government s. & Companies welcome. 
/ & B/Card tel orders welcome. All prices 
inclusive VAT. 


JVC GR-S77 — S-VHS-C camcorder — £1300 


MAJOR MINOR 


Super compact S-VHS-C camcorders have arrived with a 
bang, offering high resolution recordings in a handy 
package at an attractive price. JVC's offering is the 

£1300 GR-S77 which dropped into Steve May’s clutches 


PRICED AT a very competitive £1,300, 
JVC's GR-S77 compact camcorder is 
the first of a new breed of Super VHS 
equipment to bring high resolution 
home movie-making within the grasp 
of the enthusiast. 

The arrival of Super C has massive 
ramifications for the entire camcorder 
market. Regular C format and 8mm 
machines are almost certain to be 
forced uniformly beneath the £1,000 
barrier. With Video 8 now under pres- 
sure Sony has sliced yet more off its 
F330 model — it now sells for just 
£749 — while the 8mm camp is racing 
to launch its own high band variant, the 
Hi-8 system. 

But does the arrival of Super C 
models like the S77 really justify such 


panic? 


The GR-S77 — not unlike an armoured version of the GR-45. 


Description 


The GR-S77 looks not unlike an ar- 
moured edition of the popular GR-45. 
The camera uses tank-like angularity 
for a more serious, semi-pro profile. 

Left of the lens barrel is the control 
panel LCD (a good deal smaller than 
that found on its predecessor) and full- 
auto button (for no-hassle control), plus 
manual focus/white balance overrides 
and a fast shutter speed selector. 

Four shuttering speeds are available 
— 1/50, 1/250, 1/500, 1/1000 — 
allowing a degree of control over 
depth of field, exposure and move- 
ment during filming. On the right lie the 
now familiar battery-cum-handgrip 
and telephoto/wide angle rocker 
controls. 


The camera has a variety of image 
manipulating tricks that set it apart from 
the rest of the JVC stable. In addition to 
a date/time generator (which super- 
imposes numerical data into the bot- 
tom right of the screen), there’s a three- 
screen digital superimposer that allows 
titles or artwork to be memorised and 
then superimposed over live footage. 

On the flat base of the camera, 
beneath the white balance sensor and 
autofocus infra-red transmit and re- 
ceive window, are a dedicated sound 
and vision fader and fixed backlight 
compensator. 

The former fades to and from black, 
for easy professional-style scene transi- 
tions, while the latter compensates sub- 
jects silhouetted with strong 
backlighting by automatically opening 
up the iris some two f-stops. 

Fronting all this is a 52mm f1.4 lens 
with 8x, 8.5-68mm power zoom and 
macro filming capability. 

Build quality throughout is high. 


Operation 


Much like a 35mm compact camera, 
the GR-S77 is extremely easy to use. 
Weighing just 1.6kg all up, it’s relatively 
light and comfortable to wield and the 
one-touch auto-pilot mode makes it 
possible to shoot sharp and correctly 
colour balanced subjects with nary a 
thought. 

It does, though, also offer imagina- 
tive videographers a fair level of cre- 
ative control. The title superimposer, 
pioneered by Sony and now being 
adopted by a number of manufactur- 
ers, is an excellent tool which can be 
harnessed quickly to produce low- 
resolution titles, credits and graphic 
effects. 

A day's outing at the zoo can be 
granted a title sequence with little more 
than a white card and black felt tip 
pen. Once an image has been memor- 
ised, it can be coloured either black, 
white, yellow, blue, red, magenta, 
green or cyan blue. 

Similarly, keyhole-style screen masks 
can be created alongside comic 
speech bubbles, for various effects. 

A home video drama can be greatly 
enhanced by simply intercutting, say, a 


What Video May 1989 


police surveillance scene with a care- 
fully drawn binocular screen mask re- 
vealing the spied-upon perpetrators. 
The various shutter speeds are also a 
welcome embellishment (despite being 
much maligned in some quarters). Ex- 
posure can be subtly altered when 
shooting in good natural light by 
shooting at 1/250 second rather than 
the standard 1/50 mode. When it 
comes to high speed shutters, forget 
the sales pitch. There’s more to them p& 69 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

Design and handling 
Three-screen digital superimposer 
Picture quality 


What's Bad 

Mono sound 

Low-fi audio in long play 
No audio dub 


Our Ratings 

Price dda 
Picture >>> p> p> 
Sound >> 

Features > Ph 
Ease of use > > > > > 
Looks >>> > bp 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good > PP Fair 
>P Basic >» Poor 
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>> BEST BUY<<« 


VS-75EK 


Most of us have different pieces of equip- 
ment at home needing separate remote controls 
- TVs, video recorders, midi systems etc. 

Being an audio/visual company, Akai looked 
at the problem of how to integrate them and 
came up with the perfect solution. 

The Universal Remote Control. 

It’s a new concept that allows 
you to control your complete audio and 
visual system with one remote control. 

It comes not as a costly option, but as a 
standard feature on four of our new 1988 
video cassette recorders. 


By following the simple programming pro- 
cedures you can transfer the control signals from 
all your existing (infra-red) remote controls 
onto our Universal Remote Control (up to 45 
functions can be operated). After that you can 
throw your old ones away. 

Any person who has juggled with two or 
three remote controls can appreciate the benefit 
of our Universal Remote Control. However, this 
is only the latest example in Akai’s leading 
position in audio/visual technology. 


Choose one of our new video recorders and 
you'll find other Akai features that will pleasantly 
surprise you. Like IMS which gives you pro- 
gramming instructions clearly displayed on your 
TV screen, with the 
controls at your 
fingertips...or finding I 
the beginning of A: ECT PROG NO 
recordings now made ie Abe iEmenar 
simple (thanks to our 
“Index Search” and “Intro Scan”) and fast, 
because of our QSS “Quick Start*System 
which cuts the delay betweert selecting “Play” 
or “Record” and actiOn to a remarkable 1.5 
seconds,all of which means you spend less time 
searching mofe time enjoying. 


PROGRAM] 


So nom, with an Akai video recorder and 
Universal Remote Control, you can integrate 
your auflio/visual system, sit back, relax and 
enjoy it.| 


For more information on the Akai range of products, 


please phone our Sales Desk on: 01-897 0951. 


1988 AWARDS 1987 AWARDS 1988 AWARDS 1988 AWARDS 1988 AWARDS 
>> WINNER<< 
IS- S-AT77 
VS-23EK VS-35EK VS-SSEK Satie WS ce 
Best VCR Best Budget VCR Recommended (E5004750) on 


(under £350) (under £400) (VCRs £350-£400) 


Compact 8mm 
camcorder. 9-54/f1.4 
6x power zoom, 
1/1000 sec shutter, 

7 lux operation. 10 second se! 


timer, time lapse — cram 12 hours int 
6 minutes. Fade hs eae 1; ye | £7 
Il accessory kit. Reduced 


Canon E708 8mm oer a IR remote. 
i ies, was £1490 now £1170. 


VHS-C camcorder 
with new wide-field 
autofocus system. 
9-54/f1.6 6x power 
zoom, 1/1099 second 
shutter, interval-timer, backlight compensation. 
Optional converters give 24x zoom range. Case 


and accessories supplied. A free 
Kept. £NID 
Minolta 8100E | JVC JX-C7 


8mm compact. 6x Video enhancer/colour 
zoom. With hard case | corrector. Joystick 
and full control and 


ery £778 fade. £245 


New VHS! 1S, 

over 400 lines resdlution 
using S-connection, 

2 speed 6x power zoom 
1.2 lens. Stereo sound, 
improved picture and 
edit quality. Time lapse 
interval timer, self timer & search 
control. Full accessory ki 


# Full size SVHS camcorder 
with 6x power zoom lens 

and 3” LCD 100,000 pixel 
full colour high resolution 
(TFT) monitor. Total 


Panasonic VHS-C, 9-54/ 
f1.2 6x power zoom, dual 
speed shutter and plug-in 
charater generator. Free 
£100 video 


MC6 VHS-C. Save £100, now £890. M7B VHS, 
with character generator, New low price! £1099, 


Pro. specification 8mm 
with PCM stereo. record/ 
playback. 8x power zoom 
with macro, narration 
microphone. 1/50- 
1/4000.see:shutter, 
440,000 CCD. lux. 
Witlt accessory kit 


H/ VHS-C camcorder. 


£50 of Sony Video tape 
free when you buy any 
camcorder at Tecno. 


This offer is exclusive 
to What Video readers, 
and is additional to any 
of the published offers 
on this page. 


ei 8mm camcorder Pro. specification 8mm camcorder with variable 

with 2 image digital superimposition. speed electronic shutter and high resolution CCD 

12-72/f1.6 6x power zoom AF lens. LCD data imager. 12—72/f1.6 6x power zoom lens, 7 lux oper- 
display. Includes accessories a, case. ation. Includes full accessory co UK guarantee 


Free £100 ht Ba and hard system case. RRP £14 
ree £100 ig 
F340 Higher resolution £/% pixel or tripod: 
CCD, 6x zoom, variable speed 
shutter, 2-image vidoolght 
7 lux. Free £1 ry / 
or tripod! 


EDIT DECKS | FREE Simm TAPE RACK 


Sony EV S800 Digital ............ | Free 8mm Tape Rack worth £6.99 (holds 
Sony:SE.V401 VAS ees ci. 0 | 20 tapes) with every 5 Sony P5-90MP tapes 
Panasonic NVF70BHi-Fi ......... | you buy at Tecno. Instant redemption. 

JVC HR-D750EK Nicam........... Sony P5-90MP 5pack ............ £3 
Panasonic FS-1BS-VHS ......... aca P5-90MP (single price) ......... 


TECNO ; 
360 Kensington High St, London W14. 01-602 5311 


390,000 pixel high 


Mi TECNO EUSTON 

res. CCD, 8-head 326 Euston Road, London NW1. 01-388 2871 
recording, vari- TECNO CITY 
speed (1/50-1/1000 120 Moorgate, London EC2. 01-588 4831 
second) shutter. TECNO HOLBORN 
Two-speed 9-54/ 3 Procter Street, London WC1. 01-831 9398 
f1.4 6x power zoom, audio/video TECNO BIRMINGHAM J 
fade in/out, Master Eos Control 1 Suffolk Street, Birmingham. 021-632 5737 
and soft case. RRP £1099. TECNO BRISTOL 

Rupert Street, aioee 0272-214421 
JVC SVus) TEENO CAMBRI 

71 Bridge Street, Camry OPENS LATE APRIL! 
GR-S$77 - GUILDFOR 

141 High Street, Cundtord. 0483-302011 


Super VHS-C circuitry 
gives superlative 
horizontal picture 
resolution. 3-page 


Digital Superimposer, TECNO NO’ 
2 speed 8x power zoom, 3 Cheapside Nottinata Nottingham. 0602-506151 


and vari-speed shutter. TECNO OXFORD >t pines cemianeui 
ei lete with pay and te Ea Steet Se saline 
100 tripod or light! TECNO READING 
56 Station Hill, Reading. 0734-591005 


AC Be Commorcat ne cov 
89 Commercial Rd, Southampton: 0703-229227 


01-898 9934 


TECNO LEEDS 
34 The Headrow, Leeds. 0532-425010 


TECNO MANCHESTER 
St. Peter's Se AM Manchester. 061-228 0461 


TECNO MAIL ORDER SHOP 
Hampton Road West, Feltham. 


CG-E1 CHARACTER GENERATOR 
BP-E77 NICAD BATTERY E70 & E77 
WC46 WIDE ANGLE CONVERTER 
TC46 1.4X CONVERTER. 

4-200 BOOM MICROPHONE 


Postage, packing and insurance, £2 per item. Call us 
using Access/Visa on our 24 hour Hotline or send 
cheques or postal orders. Same day despatch. 

9 Hampton Farm Ind. Est, Feltham, Middx TW13 6DB. 


CG-P50E CHARACTER GENERATOR 89.00 01 9934. Open Monday to Saturday 9am—5pm. 
JX-C7 VIDEO PROCESSOR... 245.00 Teeno Charge Card. 
MZ-320 MONO MICROPHONE... 39.00 §M@@ERO} £1500 on-the-spot credit! 
PANASONIC SESS §Subject to status. 
CAD BATT M7 ere 29.90 Ask for written details at any Tecno. 
OUT NOW! 


Free Camera & Video catalogue 
From any Tecno or call... 


ICAD BATTERY MC10 


ICAD BATTERY . . ; 
RM94 REMOTE CONTROL FOR V90. 
ECMK 120 MICROPHONE 


01-898 9934 


than slo-mo golf swing analysis. 

The GR-S77 (like many other cam- 
corders) does not have a’ quality still 
frame or slow motion facility on-board 
for such pursuits anyway. 

Other operational niceties include a 
two-speed power zoom and a trigger 
alarm which beeps when the camera is 
placed in record/pause. 

For difficult lighting conditions (sun- 
sets, fires, etc); three white balance 
presets are available: one for indoor 
halogen/tungsten lighting, another for 
indoor fluorescent strip lighting and a 
third for exterior daylight. 

There’s also a ‘0000’ counter mem- 
ory stop, external mic jack (for those 
who want their sounds to come from 
something other than the ‘on-board 
omni-directional mic); earphone jack 
and manoeuvrable viewfinder with on- 
screen low light/battery warnings and 
a real-time tape counter. 

Official minimum lighting require- 
ment is set at 10 lux. However, the 
camera ceases to give anything like its 
best performance in less than 600 lux. 


Performance 


Super VHS achieves a higher level of 
picture clarity by bumping the FM 
carrier frequency .of the luminance 
signal from the 3.8/4.8MHz range to 
5.4/7MHz. This enables.a greater level 
of black and white picture detail to be 
recorded. 

The format also processes the colour 
and black and white information sepa- 
rately to prevent irksome cross colour 
effects, like moiré. patterning on her- 
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ringbone jackets. 

However, to see these benefits you 
need to watch your S-VHS footage via 
a dedicated S-connector lead, on an 
S-terminal equipped TV. 

Picture quality via this route is ex- 
tremely impressive. Standard play re- 
solves around a whopping 400 lines of 
resolution (conventional VHS and 
8mm brickwalls at around 270) and 
the dynamic range between the deep- 
est blacks and whitest whites of the 
picture is quite extraordinary. Objects 
are resolved with a fullness and depth 
never seen on regular '/2in. tape. 

We did note, though, a low level of 
agitation in areas of high contrast. 

Colour reproduction is good, com- 
parable with the kind of results seen on 
regular vanilla-flavoured camcorders. 
There are minor registration errors, 
with colours spilling free of their 
boundaries, but this is a normal VHS 
trait. A good 8mm camcorder, like the 
Sony F340, gives slightly tighter colour 
reproduction. 

Exterior trials also revealed a slight 
tendency to over-expose the picture. 
Strongly lit whites bleached out, ob- 
scuring detail. This is not an uncommon 
effect, indeed | seem to recall the GR- 
45 doing much the same thing, so care 
should be taken when filming in strong 
light (using a neutral density filter over 
the lens might not be a bad idea). 

In long play, resolution dips to 
around 380 lines. Other than that, 
pictures look much the same — say, 
pretty darn good. 

Internally, JVC has opted for a nine- 
head configuration on this model 


The GR-S77 offers three white balance 
presets and a ‘0000’ counter memory ‘stop. 


which is quite unlike that found on the 
rival Panasonic MS-50 S-VHS-C 
model. 

Eight of these heads are assigned to 
video duties — four for standard play, 
four for long play. Each ‘group is 
optimised for its designated recording 
speed: the SP heads ride a track width 
of 49 microns, the LP heads teeter on.a 
track of just 25 ‘microns. JVC claims this 
approach guarantees ‘the best possi- 
ble picture quality’. 

' Unfortunately, the consequence of 
this approach is that there is little room 
left on the tiny 41mm drum for much 
else. The remaining head provides only 
mono linear edge sound. 

Of course, if you want to copy your 
S-VHS recordings (for post production 
or just to pass them around to friends), 
you will need to copy from the com- 
posite video output of the camera. 

Composite’ SP pictures record 
around 350 lines of horizontal defini- 
tion, dropping to 330 lines in LP. The 
dynamic range of these images is not 
so pronounced as an S-terminal pic- 
ture, but the results are still remarkably 
good. 

When fed a regular C format cas- 
seétte, the camcorder manages around 
260° lines in’ SP, which is quite 
respectable. 

The GR-S77's sonic performance is 
predictably the weak link in the chain. 
With a limited dynamic range and 
frequency response, it gives less than 
pertect audio reproduction. 
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FACT PACK 


Camcorder: JVC GR-S77 

Format: VHS, PAL standard, S-VHS PAL/Secam 

Price: £1,300 

Market Position: Top end compact camcorder 
Features: 8x power zoom, day/time ‘character generator, 
fader, 1/250,. 1/500, 1/1000 high speed shutter, real time 
tape counter, high gain CCD, macro, three-screen. digital 
superimposer, SP/LP recording 

Camera Controls: Power zoom, auto white balance (three 
presets), colour phase, manual iris 

General Controls: Record, play, pause, rewind, fast 
forward 

Inputs & Outputs: Earphone, external mic, S-terminal out, 
AN out 

Lens: 52mm, f1.4, 8.5-68mm zoom 

Power Requirements: DC 9.6V 

Dimensions: 111(w) < 150(h) x 256(d) mm 
Weight: (with battery and tape): 1.6kg 


< 


in 


In standard play results are accept- 
able, with tape noise and distortion 
kept low, but by slowing the recording 
speed down for LP, problems with the 
linear edgetrack come to the fore. 
Wow and flutter is clearly evident, 
along with tape hiss. This rather dra- 
matically undermines all the efforts 
made by JVC to maintain picture qual- 
ity at the slower speed. 

LP S-VHS-C is fine for casual fun 
shoots, but | simply wouldn't record 
anything important on LP because the 
soundtrack is not really up to dubbing. 

An audio dub facility on the cam- 
corder would have been a crafty way 
of easily disguising the failings of the 
mono track, but the facility has not 
been provided. 

What Video has written much about 
the now-confirmed: phenomenon of 


As with many camcorders, 
the date/time generator is 
located beneath the 
viewfinder. 


tape slap noise — the picture distorting 
effect incurred when C format tapes 
are played back on full-size VHS home 
VCRs with a different diameter drum. 
To conquer this, JVC has developed 
what it calls a ‘bulge’ drum, designed to 
even the tape path to reduce the ‘slap’ 
effect. In our comparative playback 
tests, in-camera and in-VCR, JVC seems 
to have largely cured the problem. 
VCR playback is impressively true 
and stable and certainly much better 
than we've seen on previous models. 
However, the most accurate reproduc- 
tion continues to come from the cam- 
corder’ that provided the pictures. 
There’s a lesson in there somewhere. 


Conclusion 


Despite niggles over the low-resolution 
audio, the GR-S77 is a remarkable 
camera that offers a quantum leap 
over the GR-45 in terms of picture 
performance (the full-size JVC GF- 
$1000 camcorder gives a better pic- 
ture, but it costs £2,000 and so is an 
altogether different proposition). 

The S77 is light, beautifully designed 
and can give excellent results without 
undue effort. The three-page digital 
superimposer is superb, the shuttering 
options welcome and the two-speed 
zoom and dedicated fader nice pro- 
fessional embellishments. What's more, 
picture quality at both speeds is very 
good indeed. 

While regular VHS performance is 
fine, we recommend that you shoot the 
bulk of your material in S-VHS mode 
(tape permitting), because the’ benefits 
to be gleaned from the format.are so 
enormous. 

However, this may well cost you the 
flexibility that swayed you to C format 
in the first place. If you have a regular 
VHS homedeck you will not be able to 
slip your mini S-VHS cassettes into a 
VHS adaptor and play them back in 
your normal VHS lounge VCR! 

That said, do we still recommend it? 
Most certainly! Especially if you want to 
shoot the sharpest ‘possible video 
pictures. 

But also see p58 for the dearer S- 
VHS-C Panasonic MS-50, which lacks 
the superimposer and is a tad larger, 
but has hi-fi sound and through-the- 
lens insert editing O 
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Panasonic NV-F70B — VHS hi-fi recorder — £600 


ACE SHUTTLE 


With a generous dose of features, the £600 F70B gives 
Nick Bellenberg an invigorating workout 


YES FOLKS, it’s back again — but at a 
price. What's back, | hear you cry. 
Insert edit, that’s what! 

Also gracing this £600 package is 
hi-fi stereo sound,.a Nicam decoder, 
long play, bar code reading remote 
handset and a jog/shutle tape cueing 
control — as seen on top pro decks. 


Description 


Being of an uncomplicated, though 
some (unkindly) say simple, demean- 
our, the fascia of the NV-F7OB present- 
ed an initial problem. There's no slot in 
which to post the cassette. 

However, never being one to give in 
easily, | eventually discovered this vital 
orifice nestling behind one of the beef- 
iest VCR coritrol flaps yet created. 

Once flipped down, the flap’s rash 
of buttons makes the fascia a little 
busier, to say the least. 

Everything is close to hand, and 
ensures convenient table-top oper- 
ation when dubbing one’s latest mas- 
terpiece of video art. 

And it’s as.an editing deck that this 
VCR really scores. Certainly it’s a very 
nice general-use machine, what with 
Nicam et al, but the insert edit and that 
strangely named dial are the real 
business. 
‘So what's this jog/shuttle bit? Well, in 
that mode of operation, the large knob 
on the right of the fascia enables you to 
quickly and accurately move to any 
part of your tape, and to view it at 
almost any speed. 

It works in two ways. The outer 
shuttle ring of the dial moves the tape 
forwards and backwards at any of 10 
speeds from 1/25 to nine times normal 
speed. In the centre position the picture 
is paused. 
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You shuttle the tape back and forth, 
until you're in the vicinity of your next 
edit point. Then you pause the tape by 
putting the ring in the central position. 

Next the central jog dial is used to 
advance or'retard the tape frame-by- 
frame, until it’s exactly where you want 
it. 

Not bad eh? And neither are the rest 
of the NV-F70B’s features. Nicam ste- 
reo is rather interesting in my opinion. 

While we wait for the day when the 
BBC actually tells us which shows are 
stereo, listening out for tell-tale sounds 
of channel shift and separation puts the 
pep back into live broadcasts. 

For instance, Jasper Carrots Satur- 
day show is in stereo, or rather the 
audience is — the gags are steadfastly 
centre stage. 

And as you'd expect from a hi-fi 
editing deck, the back panel is covered 
in a multitude of sockets. There’s little 
chance of missing your connection. 

Timer recording has eight events 
over a month. Setting these can be 
done with the handset and Panasonic's 
set of bar codes, or conventionally 
from the front panel. 

Hopefully, when a TV listings mag to 
rival the TV and Radio Times comes 
along, they'll have the nous to print little 
zebra patterns with all the real info! 


Operation 


All reasonably straightforward, really. 
My main niggles concerned the very 
small buttons used on the handset. 

It's especially daft considering the 
huge plastic sheet of bar codes with 
which it has to be used. 

Setting up the tuner could have been 
made easier if it were possible to 


directly enter the transmitted channel > 


. The Panasonic F70 fascia is dominated 
* by its novel jog shuttle dial: 


>> BEST BUY<< 


AT A GLANCE 
What's Good 

Range of features! 

Picture quality 

Nicam sound 

Insert’ edit 

Jog/shuttle tape positioning 


What's Bad 


Small buttons on remote control 
Otherwise not a lot... 


Our Ratings 


Price >> b> > bP 
Picture | Added 
Sound | Ad didi 
Features  ddaddd 
Ease of use > > > > 
Looks >>P>p 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good > PP Fair 
>P Basic > Poor 
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FACT PACK 


Machine: Panasonic NV-F70B 

Format: VHS, PAL standard 

Price: £600 

Market Position: Top range 

Tape Functions: Record, play, fast forward, rewind, 
picture search, VISS/VASS indexing, intro scan, time 
search 

Features: Hi-fi stereo, Nicam decoder, long play, real- 
time counter, jog/shuttle tape positioning, insert editing, 
audio dub, comprehensive indexing facilities, interval 
recording, counter memory, one touch record 

Remote Control: Infra red 

Timer Options: Eight programmes/one month 

Audio System: Hi-fi stereo with mono linear track. On- 
board Nicam decoder 

Sockets: Scart AV in/out, phono audio in/out, BNC video 
in/out, RF in/out, headphones, microphone 
Dimensions: 430(w) x 86(h) x 376(d)mm 
Weight: 6.2kg 


Bar code list and comprehensive remote for the F70. 


numbers. Setting the clock, like the time, 
can be done directly from the front 
panel controls or via the bar code 
handset. 

Those poor unfortunates who have 
too much TV signal will be pleased by 
the attenuator switch. 

All the regular VCR functions work 
just like any ordinary deck. Tape 
navigation is made less dependent on 
the heavens and your astrolabe by the 
cunning deployment of a real-time 
counter and the comprehensive index- 
ing facility. 

Even if you didn’t start from the very 
beginning, you can still find the length 
of the tape remaining at the press of a 
single button. 

As mentioned, this Panasonic han- 
dles a prodigious range of speeds, 
from dead slow to bloody quick. 

If you're too lazy to leave your 
armchair to twiddle the shuttle ring, 
you can get the same effects from the 
remote control. 

There's no digital gimmickry on this 
deck, but those who might want PIP, to 
keep an eye on broadcast telly while 
absorbing a tape, may use the re- 
mote’s monitor button. 

Broadcast telly replaces the playing 
tape for as long as you hold down the 
button. 

Editing tape is so simple, the only 
thing that could be made better would 
be another NV-F7OB, so’s not to 


scrimp on the quality ‘of your slave . 


machine. 

Dropping in insert edits is a breeze. 
Audio dub is a doddle. And all this 
without any visible signs of distress! 

One improvement, though, would 
be fixing the deck to drop out of insert 
mode automatically at counter zero — 
instead of doing it manually as the 
book of destructions suggests. Howev- 
er, I'm probably being pernickety. 


Performance 


Now you may have heard this before, 
and it would have been true at the 
time, but the NV-F70B has been one of 
the best VCRs to rest under my telly. 
Why do | make such ‘an exuberant 
exclamation? 

On top of its fine fund of features, 
this little beaut has a tip-top picture for 
a standard VHS deck. Lab res tests give 
over 260 horizontal lines. 

Now this isn’t the absolute record for 
a VHS deck, but its pictures are excel- 
lent. I's also notable that the aerial 
loop-through is not disabled when the 
deck is in play. 

Colours are accurate, and era's a 
fair to good dynamic range visible. 
Areas of high contrast exhibit some 
slight dot interference, which is seen as 
a sort of mobile fuzziness. 

Nevertheless, it’s got a great stable 
picture and superb sound. 

Slipping down a gear into long play 
mode, the picture is bearable. Resolu- 
tion drops to just over 250 lines, but 
there's a very noticeable rise in fuzz 
and grain. 

Verticals aren't too stable either. Stil 
if you‘re making a lot of timer record- 
ings you shouldn't complain. 


Conclusion 


OK, I'll come clean — | liked it. Picture 
and sound quality are high. 

Nicam stereo is a nice bonus that wil 
hopefully become less of a novelty in 
time. 

The deck’s editing attributes are ex- 
cellent, and the choice ‘of back panel 
inputs saves a lot of plug swapping. 

And don't forget, it’s one of only a 
few decks in the What Video ening 
Guide with insert edit. Who knows, it 
might start a trend! O 
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Toshiba 289-T6B — 67cm stereo TV — £700 


FIRST CLASS DELIVERY 


FST TVs now dominate the television market — thanks to 
pioneering work by Toshiba. Steve May looks at one of 
the latest large screen sets from the company 


WHEN TOSHIBA first introduced the 
flatter, squarer tube as a promotional 
device to increase its brand share of 
the TV market in 1985, few could have 
predicted the dramatic consequence. 

’ Within a year FST TVs earned them- 
selves 25 per cent of the market. 

In 1988, with virtually every com- 
pany of note promoting FSTs, the new 
look sets grabbed 75 per cent of the 
market. This year that’s set to rise to 90 
per cent. 

Ironically, this swing to the new look 
picture tube was not fuelled by any 
real improvement in picture perfor- 
mance. Early FST sets all failed to 
match the definition, convergence and 
brightness of ‘old fashioned’ curvy 
screens. 

People simply liked the look of 
square tubes, the flatter the better. 

Now things are improving. Time to 
take a fresh look at a set from the 
company that changed the way we all 
view our TVs. 


Description 
The £699.99 Toshiba 289-T6B is one 
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of the top-end models from a seeming- 
ly vast range of modernist Tosh TVs. 

It’s just 64cm wide, yet boasts a big, 
big picture (67cm diagonal) and a 
discreet five watt per channel stereo 
sound system. 

There’s surprisingly little in the way of 
obvious chassis. Viewed from the front, 
it’s little more than an expanse of glass 
framed by a token black plastic border. 

To add a wheeze of visual flash 
there’s a slight run of silver trim above 
two plastic feet. 

All the user controls and set-up sys- 
tems are hidden under a small, central 
fascia flap beneath the brand badge. 

The look is minimal — even the 
power on switch is disguised as part of 
the silver trim — but stylish. 

In addition to the standard aerial 
connector, Tosh offers a choice of 
Scart connector (which can be confi- 
gured to give a full RGB input) or 
phono audio/video inputs. 

There are also two external speaker 
terminals for those that prefer to listen 
to their own speaker boxes. 

This particular model has neither an 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

Picture definition 

Design 

What's Bad 

Basic teletext 

No S-terminal for SuperVHS 


Our Ratings 
Price >>P>p 


>>> > p> 
Sound | ddd 
Features > > 

Ease of use > > > > > 
Looks adddd 


\Adddd Excellent >P>PP Good PPP Fair 
>> Basic > Poor 


Picture 


S-terminal input for a Super VHS VCR, 
nor a Nicam digital sound decoder, 
although Toshiba does include these 
features on: a selection of its more 
expensive sets. 


The new, unostentatious 
289T6B from Toshiba. 
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FRONT VIEW 
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This Toshiba is not 

over endowed with 
features, but it’s 
attractive and gives a 
tremendous performance. 


Operation 


A simple sweep tuner makes short 
work of garaging all the available TV 
stations, while on-screen bar chart 
graphics are available to fine tune 
colour, brightness and contrast levels, 
alongside the bass and treble elements 
of the audio. 

The set also has a basic teletext 
decoder with all the usual text mix, 
rotate, browse facilities — it also beeps 
when a page number is keyed in. 

However, it doesn’t have any com- 
puter controlled memory or fastext 
colour coding to make the jungle of 
Oracle and Ceefax pages more user- 
friendly. 

Other operational refinements in- 
clude a headphone jack and a Timer 
Off facility, accessed via the full-func- 
tion infra-red remote control. 

This can be programmed to auto 
matically turn the set off after 30, 60, 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Toshiba 289-T6B 

Price: £699.99 

Market position: Prestige large screen 

Visible Screen Area: 67cm 

Features: Stereo sound, Teletext, Spatial sound, Auto 
timer-off, Headphone jack 

Remote Control: Full function, infra-red 

Sockets: Scart, Phono audio/video, RF 
Dimensions: 64(w) x 59(h) x 47(d) cm 


MSSS INDICATOR (ORANGE) 


Behind the door 


LEVEL MEMORY © 


90 or 120 minutes. 

Unfortunately, there’s no provision 
to program the set to turn itself on, 
which is obviously more useful. 


Performance 


It’s in this category that the set really 
begins to shine. It may not have every 
bell and whistle, but it certainly delivers 
the goods. 

Picture quality is excellent. My bet is 
the set combines a Philips tube (Philips 
supplies Toshiba with components for 
its European CD players, ‘so ‘it’s likely 
the agreement extends to televisions), 
with Toshiba signal processing. 

Definition is certainly stunningly 
good. The set has a frequency re- 
sponse well in excess of 4mHz, and is 
able to cleanly render the first four 
resolution grids on the broadcast 
Channel 4 test card. 

The remaining two grids are also 
resolved, albeit with minor cross colour 
effects. 

Picture geometry on the review sam- 
ple was found to be fine, with enviable 
colour reproduction and registration. 

Difficult hues like reds and blues are 
richly and vibrantly reproduced, with 
no gratuitous noise; the Toshiba pro- 
cessing? Subtle skin tones and natural 
graduations also seemed to present 
few problems. 

The set avoids the hard, almost un- 
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natural, aspect of some large screen sets. 

By way of comparison, picture per- 
formance is definitely better than that 
from rival large screen sets from Sanyo 
(the £760 CBP-2866) and Fisher (the 
£700 FTS-7115). 

It sounds pretty good too. Although 
the on-board speakers fire port and 
starboard, they create a fair spread of 
detailed sound. Provided it’s not 
pushed too hard, the set does a fair 
sonic job. 

Even the spatial sound preset im- 
presses. Spatial sound, in case you're 
not familiar with it, is a processing 
tweak generally used to give a more 
ambient feel to mono TV broadcasts. 

It often ends up making the sound all 
muddy, but this one works reasonably 
well. Indeed, | often found myself leav- 
ing the thing engaged. 


Conclusion 


Although not spectacularly endowed, 
the £700-ish Toshiba 289-T6B is a fine 
television, capable of giving a superb 
picture. 

Of course, with technology currently 
on the trot it makes grand sense to 
consider carefully future requirements 
like S-terminals, Nicam and fastext. 

But beyond that qualification, we 
give it the thumbs up. 

It looks great, and is great to look 
atO 
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Can on E 708 


This special model incorporates a 420,000 Pixel 
CCD, “7” lux. low light capability. 
8xF1.4 zoom lens, flying erase video 
heads, high speed shutters and new 
circuitry to provide excellent picture 
quality under all light conditions. 
Built-in title and auto date 

function together with a 

wireless remote control for all 
camera functions. 


[man 


ASONIC , { 
‘industital Ravheclon Super VHS ful size conkortes NOW IN STOCK. 
This camcorder offers manual override). 


WVP F10E 


semi pro video AG6400B resolution of 400+ lines, with We supply this unit complete | 
camera. (KT100/ Professional VHS | a7" lux. CCD. 10x power with professional carrying case, | 
KT150 or KT200 kit) _ portable | zoom, 4 shutter speeds, auto battery pack, AC adaptor, 
| iris (with manual override), battery charger, shoulder strap | 
High grade VHS equipment for the professional/en |_auto colour balance (with and all necessary leads. 


the ca camera incorporates a high resolution 
CCD chip 8:1 auto focus or 12:1 non-auto 
focus lens with or without Genlock. Features 


“Sie recorder weighs only 3kg but iis 2 a 
high grade chassis with framing servo. 2 
channel hi-fi plus 2 channel linear audio with 
include. Video/Audio fade. Title/date and time —_level adjustments. Dolby. High power output. 
insert, Neg/pos, On-camera recorder function — Multiple AV connectors and time code input. 
controls. Many accessories available including 


character generator. pa CyAGES FROM [: £2, 300 | 


WWvF200E/AG64008 | Packages 


‘SUPER VHS’ 


PANASONIC NVMS1B ~ Super VAS full size tape 
PANASONIC NVM7B - Full size VHS. CCD auto focus. 
Variable speed shutter. Complete with character 
generator. System case. Shoulder strap. AV/TV 
connections. 

CANON E70 8mm lightweight, 6x power zoom 
CANON £77 8mm with |.R. remote control 


| Now in stock, n new Panasonic WVF200E ‘< 


| 3 chip camera with horizontal resolution exceeding 
| 600 lines, 12:1 servo zoom and super VHS compatability. 


only mH [E5, 100] 


HITACHI VM600 - High resolution full size VHS. 
HITACHI VMC40- High resolution VHS “’C’’. 
SONY CCDF330E 8mm: - High resolution CCD. Digital. 


SONY CCDV 200E 8mm —- High performance PCM audio. 


we sti ne VIDEO PRINTER 


Superb hard colour prints from any video 
tape/computer or camera. Capture any image from 
your video tapes or other equipment in colour. RGB or 
standard composite inputs. Four different images 
possible on one print. Transparencies, stick-ons and 
iron-on available. 


(£6, 850) / ~ SYSTEMS AT f 
pEneert ORPER PRICES 5 
SUPER VHS EDIT SUITE 


The new Super VHS Panasonic AG7500 Editing 
Video Recorder and AG-A750 Editing Controller are 


The Panasonic VHS Edit Suite to compare 


VIDEO DEMONSTRATION 
SYSTEMS 


PANASONIC now in stock. ss com 
a Offering greatly enhanced picture quality (over 400 professional 

snipe lines of horizontal resolution) with reduced costs. portable VHS 

2 machine and controller suite This superb equipment, developed from Panasonic's presenter. 

Superb results. Ease of use. Full rofessional specification well known broadcast equipment, produces truly Special offers on 

including Hi-Fi audio makes this HS Edit Suite a must for all professional results. this system 

serious Video users. Send for bi ochure. Amstrad TVR2 


and TVR3 video/TV monitor units 


ALSO AVAILABLE . . . VHS EDIT SUITES FOR STUDIO HIRE Sore cea eek 


CCTV VIDEO OBSERVATION AND LOW COST VHS EDIT SUITE, 
INDUSTRIAL VHS EQUIPMENT FOR THE ENTHUSIAST & LOW BUDGET PRO. 


We supply systems to domestic, trade and commercial users. 


| SYSTEM 1 comprises CCTV camera with lens, 
audio cable and fixing bracket, plus 12” 
| monitor with in- _ camera switcher. 


onty | £270 


| SYSTEM 2 JVC COLOUR CCTV/ | 

OBSERVATION SYSTEM comprising colour | 
| camera, lens, camera control unit, | 
| mounting bracket and cables. th 


ONLY |_ £465 | 


We have many other systems in our extensive range. These include B & W or colour 
securitylobservation cameras with or without external sync and Quad Systems. 


Send for our latest Video and CCTV Price List or contact us for a quotation on any combination of Video Equipment. Delivery and insurance anywhere UK Mainland only £8. 
Small accessories only £2 delivery. Worldwide export facilities available. Offers subject to availability. 


01-863 0666 [ii] FINEPLAN Yivec 


in 5 Masons Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex 
Buy it with Access 


Tel: 01-863 0666. Fax: 01-427 3368. 
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Video editing is now possible on an amateur budget. Fineplan 
System FX4 combines 2 Panasonic NV180B VHS recorders with 
integrated power supplies. The recorders are controlled by a 
VE10 video editor and linked through a video fader which 
nemporaies an enhancer and 3 channel audio mixer. 


wie [£1,595] 


Systems are 
for indoor use 
only. We recommend 
protective cover and auto 

iris lens if mounted externally. 


Monday to Friday 10am -—6.30 pm. 
PROPRIETOR FINEPLAN SECURITIES LTD 


(OPPOSITE HARROW & WEALDSTONE STATION) 


.. with quality products from Ohnar. 
Double your zoom and more than double 
your wide angle, simply and economically 


Video Long 


The Ohnar 2x, 
4 element converter 
doubles your zoom i.e. 
6 x zoom becomes 12 x i 
zoom! Brings images into 
close-up that are normally too far away. 


Video Wide 


The Ohnar 0.5x, 3 element 
wide angle converter doubles 


Electret Condenser 
Wired Video Microphone 


SoundCatcher™ catches the sound where the action 
is and adds new dimension in sound to your home video 


ff productions. sound to your 
our an le of view. P Ci The SoundCatcher™ microphone clips to the subject The sma C Sirs ar sudo ayay NC) ears 
y & 4 erfect for being taped and picks up the sound i the igh ee Wae> Tapes wi 3 See 8,000 Hz frecy 
landscapes and indoor record- not af the camera Cambie § supple wth Sawin two detachable audio 
z: 3 4 The lightweight receiver atiaches easily fo any video ds. A 25 in Cord allows clear 
ing. Available soon Ultra wide camera of camcorder and records with no wires—-up con foot lig! yet} lug 
to 200 feet away. 


angle 0.35x macro lens for fish- -eye style recording. Fittings Complete with earphone monitor and batteries in a 
convenient soft case as 
available for virtually all video cameras. aN ar 


Car iPod: 


Lightweight, Video Camera Monopod 


— 


VIDEO SIGNAL 


Now we’ve got Aunt Mary taped _ BoosterBox” 
By attaching the ‘Ohnar Video Slide Duplicator’ to your Amplifier Plus Dubbing — 

video camera, you can simply transfer your slide show to 
video tape. Drop your transparency into the holder, rotate 
for accurate positioning and select either the whole or 
part of the slide. That’s all there is to it. So if you 
always thought that Aunt Mary should be 
on television — : 
you’ve got 
her taped! 


= * Multiplies focal length by 5 times 

* Fits directly to 52mm filter thread 

* 46 and 49mm adaptors supplied 

* Achromatic close-up lens supplied 

* Including case MEY 

* Usasble with 50mm or ere with 14" 

tube or 68mm or longer with 74" tube 

& 
f 


: 
Peal e 
| focus acral LOF on BRIDGE | 


fe Allitems on this page | Free 
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LEKTROPACKS MAIL ORDER VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


SWITCHING UNITS BATTERY PACKS 


TV Selector. Pushbutton unit allows 12 Volt 6.SAmpHour 8.LA. 

‘ SAIOUNIDT OE PAK ..o.ssnceoerseseijiwns dao sdBed aleagss is cabtyesasevwcceeesebccbe’s £40 + £2.50 
en n of 3 signal sources. 5-6 hours Recording time. Price includes charger. 

ndard c0-ax bho A 2 Volt 4 wee Ligstneiatt Wiced Nicad 
CONNECTIONS .............ssssecsssssessessnseeee 3-4 hours Recording. Curved shape pack. Extremely comanien: Liscictews £60 + £2.50 
Audio-Video Switching Unit. di = " Price includes charger. 
to 4A/V inputs to be switched to either of 2 6 Volt 7AmpHour Lightweight Nicad Pack 
AV outputs, or 2 AV inputs to be Ideal for Sony Camcorders “air ices Seat oe eae Sata OF eRe £80 + £2.50 
pp vlad a A scans ate For Professional users a REPLACEMENT 12Volt 4AH pack NOW AVAILABLE for less 
3 videos to be connected and any combi than HALF the SONY 
nation of inputs/outputs to be switched. i ae 
. 4 ‘ ONLY £89.00 each 
dene supplied. All connections. ; : cl. NI-CAD RE-Cell SERVICE 
ee ee seaane ten inc. p.p. AV Switcher © ~~ - have you a WORN OUT oF or USED NI-CAD pack. Send it to us and we can open it up and pack it with new cells at'a cheaper price 
‘i an buying a replace 
Allows permanent connection of 2 videos HIGH QUALITY NI-CAD CELLS 
to a TV with Video and Audio As well as making epg for Video use we manufacture thousands of packs for Industrial and Telecomms use. 
COMNCRIONS oeecccccccceccccccccsceeceeccen £39.95 al offer a custom service. Further details on request. For those who wish to make or repair their own packs we are 
ring the following popular sizes with or without solder tags. 

2 WAY AW SWITCH. 2 + 2 PHONO INPUTS to 2 PHONO Outputs. Aliows either of 2 Tag 
Mono videos to be connected to one TV with A/V input. Alternatively can be used as Eee spe ald ao ABS 
Stereo sound Input selector ... £10 + £1 p.p C 1.2V_2000maH 2265 £2. 
2 WAY LOUDSPEAKER SELECTOR. Allows 2 sets of Stero ‘Speakers to be connected D 1.2V.4000maH £4.00 £4.15 
to Audio Amplifier and lets you select 1 or 2 or Both pairs. Suitable for any Stereo Quantity discounts on request. 
Amp. Terminals Spring loaded - no special connectors necessary .. £10 + £1 p.p. 12V. 6.5AH. SEALEDLEAD ACID CELL. As used in our Belt/Shoulder pack now available seperaily fp for the D.L.Y. 
AVAILABLE SHORTLY. 5 Input to 1 Output SCART Selector. Videographer... £24 + £2.60p.p. 


UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 


Ween any remote. Can operate 
VIDEO, TV, rita etc. i.e. An unt that 


Operates with Wireless infrared. Handles ad- 
vanced functions such as tint control, picture 
in picture, On-screen programming, étc. Just 
4 keystrokes will program it to operate each 
appliance. Ready to use in seconds. Full 

to understand instructions supplied. £89. 


MICROPHONES 


MTLS10 Super Directive Video Mic. Elimi- 
nate background noise, Short/long distance 


FILM TO VIDEO 
TRANSFER EQUIPMENT 
switch. Supplies with Windshield/Battery/ 


Transfer Slides/Films to Video using 
ed le ees Ot pa 
Director Moc wih iting i E9488 iss skate lla 


Imager Photo print to Bh sn. WIRELESS MICROPHONES 


unit .. 
v0623 £59.95 


TRIPODS culos ee arora a0 Comet VIDEO ENHANCERS AND PROCESSORS 
“a loss free distribution nnections 
. Cadet FT Fluid Head, Quick GUT Bui in his Flr network 2 2 dupa. Cote Contecios: PHONG. 8 ANG ore eee 
thant nscale areal 95 Volt operation. Mains Adaptor £5.75 


VCR1044 £75.00. Controls for VIDEO BOOST/CUT, SHARPNESS, 
VIDEO NOISE REDUCTION, SWITCH for VCR1 to VCR2 or VCR2 to 
ge prtralh connection to TV with AV Input. Connections: 


£44, 
Master FT Geared Elevator, Leg brace, 
Fluid Head, Quick Release .. . £49.95 
te CC Heavy Duty, Spring 

. £79.95 


VCR2044 £165.00. Controls for COLOUR, CONTRAST, SHARPNESS, 
Led REDUCTION, VIDEO Pa ‘AUDIO FADER, 4'INPUT AUDIO/ 
uf Reo SUI, 12D. OUTED ISTRIBUTION AMP. Connections: 


VIDEO CAMERA POWER 
SUPPLY UNIT 8PS 1203 


Allows you to connect any camera with 10 pin lead to MG eee ek au eds te tea sate Toe 
videos not fitted with camera socket. Unit fitted with BNC bolus! 
video + phono audio +3.5mm. Plugs (other fittings also 


- Automatic 
Kramer Professional Range. Superb performance. 10 MHz 
available) £39.50 + £3.50 p.p VS2E £224.96, VS4E £324.58, VS11E £486.38. effects. 
r) 


GET THE RIGHT CONNECTION * * x CONTACT US OPTEX VIDEO LENSES OPTEX CAMCORDER 
BATTERIES 


ams FOR YOUR VIDEO, TV AND AUDIO CONNECTION LEADS. 
TV AND VIDEO CONNECTING LEAD: NP2260 mins Fits Sony 8mm Camcorders inc. V200 
D lsh Seay VA0314 Autofocus telephoto lens... A NP25 120 mins Fits Hitachi type full size VHS 


VCR3044 £265.00. Controls cope lus BRIGHTNESS CON- 
TROL, SPLITLINE ON-SCREEN, COMPARI: Nery Phnced fun: 


Use regularly to mr * i ‘Abhi from 


SL1 SCARTTV — 1BNC + 1PHONO £6.50 
ae St ee | Ee eons NP2880 mins Fitch ype HSC" 
_ + ‘ 
SL4 SCARTTV — 1PHONO+1PHONO £5.50 VAQ320 2x telephoto lens ... NP20 90 mins Fits JVC/Ferguson/Philips/Panasonic VHS.C... £49.00 
SL5 SCART TV — 1PHONO + 2PHONO £7.00 VA0312 Standard telephoto lens .... NP30 90 mins Fits Olympus/Bauer .... . £45.00 
oo coe”, <a valine VA0310 Fisheye lens................ NP31 120 mins Fits PanasoncFerqusonBaverPhips ‘fullsize 
SL7_ SCART SCAR £750 , palibR g "£36.00 
Suitable for Video. Video or TV-Video VA0311 Close up/wide angle lens .. Wara3t rin ts ico Pebies conmenraore err 
a eee C an... eens VA0317 Autofocus wide angle lens NPE 90 mins Fs SonyV80 COOF 380 FBO COD SP5 5 pe 
SL10 SCART — 2PHONO + 2PHONO £7.50 VA0341 Super wide/hemipheric lens camcorders .. : 
SLI SCART = SPHONO + SDIN E80 
- 2 + 
$L13 SCART — 2BNC + 5DIN SL16  7DIN TV — SCART Video £ MINI 8 pin — 1PHONO + 1PHONO £11.50 
SL14 Fully Connected © - SCART-SCART £12.50 VL19 8DIN TV —  2PHONO £6.00 MINI 8 pin — 1BNC + 5DIN £12.50 
1 BNC = BNC 1.2m £3.50 VL20 8DIN TV —  3PHONO £7.00 MINI 8 pin — 6DIN £12.00 
VL1/5 BNC — BNC 5m £6.50 VL21_—8DIN TV — 1BNC+1PHONO £7.50 MINI 8 pin — SCART £14.50 
BNC — PHONO £3.50 VL22— BDIN TV - 1BNC+2PHONO £8.00 10 PIN CAMERA LEADS 
VL2/5 BNC — PHONO 5m £6.50 VL23.« BDIN TV —  4BNC + 5DIN £8.00 seve ree pear 
VL3. BNC — UHF £3.50 SL17__ 8DIN TV SCART Video £9.50 ‘Goin Camera plug - SPHONO £40 
VL4 PHONO — PHONO £2.50 VIDEO TO AUDIO Hi-Fi LEADS et Sane one ABN ee yen 
ve eon Ly = Palle ae SLi9_ SCART —  2PHONO 1.5m. £5.50 £3 to above for additional 3.5mm pause control lead 
VL7 6DINTV — BNC + PHONO £650 | SL19/5 SCART = _ 2PHONO 5m. £7.50 40pin CAMERA EXTENSION LEAD 10m 
VL8 6DIN TV — {BNC + SDIN £6.50 SL20 SCART —  SDIN 1.5m. £5.50 10pin SOCKET TO 1BNC+ 1PHONO+3.5mm+DC lead £18.50 
SL15 6DIN TV = SCART Video £250  S120/5 SCART = SDIN Sm £7.50 12pin CAMERA SION 1 
6DIN Video  — 2PHONO 2550 AL! 2PHONO ~ 2PHONO 1.2m. £1.70 WE WILL BE HAPPY TO QUOTE FOR ANY LEAD NOT 
VL10 6DIN Vi = 3PHONO £6.50 AL1/5 2PHONO -—  2PHONO 5m. £3.70 LISTED OR FOR ANY SPECIAL LENGTH 
VL11. 6DIN Vid — BNC + 1PHONO epso | AL4 SDIN ~ 4PHONO 1.2m. £2.90 UNIVERSAL COPY KIT £7.95 
VLi2 6DIN Video — 1BNC + SDIN e6so AL46 SDIN —  4BHONO 5m. £6.50 UNIVERSAL SCART COPY KIT £12.95 
SL18 6DIN Video  — SCART TV epso 0 ALS SDIN - 2PHONO 1.2m. £1.70 SCART ADAPTOR-SCART PLUG-2PHONO SOCKETS + 
VL13 6DIN Video  — 6DIN TV cane he? EN ee £5.50 
VL14_ 7DIN TV — 2PHONO £6.00 : GOLD PLATED VIDEO LEADS Superior leads for the 
VLi5. 7DIN TV — 3PHONO 7.00 — ALGIS_IPHONO 2PHONO Sm. £3.70 £12, GSL3 
VL16 7DIN TV — 1BNC + 1PHONO £7.00 CAMCORDER DUBBING LEADS £12, fe Gay pest GSL9 slog orn) 1 14.50, GSL13 £14.50, 
VL17_ 7DIN TV — {BNC + 2PHONO £8.00 For transferring from Camcorder to standard Video or TV GSL18 £12.50, GVL1 £7.90, GVL2 £6.00, GVL4 £4.90. GOLD 
VL18 7DIN TV — 1BNC +5DIN £8.00 MINI 8 pin MeeIBNC + 1PHONO £12.50 COPY KIT £14.50, GOLD SCART COPY KIT £18.50. 


LEKTROPACKS 


MAIL ORDER 


141 BATH ROAD 


HOUNSLOW, MIDDX TW3 3BT 
Tel:01-572 9737 CHEQUE/P.O. ACCESS/VISA No 


CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT TELEPHONE ORDERS PLEASE STATE ABOVE DETAILS. 
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Sharp VL-C750 — VHS-C camcorder — £1099 


ZOOMER’S REVENGE 


Sharp's £1100 VHS-C debutant sports the biggest zoom 
lens yet on a domestic camcorder — and it packs in a 
lot of other useful features. But Colin Goode discovers 


FOR ITS new range of VHS-C cam- 
corders, Sharp has completely 
eschewed the old boxy styling of the 
VL-C73 and gone for a much larger, 
sleeker look. 

The smaller of the two, the VL-C650, 
earned high praise from us and in fact 
took our Best VHS-C camcorder 
award for ‘88. 

Now its VL-C750 big brother is 
available, adding an even wider zoom 
range and flying erase head for clean 
in-camera insert edits. 


Description 


The Sharp 750 is no midget, being 
20mm longer than its stablemate at 
300mm. The difference is accounted 
for by the extra space needed for the 
massive 12x zoom lens apparatus 
which forms a notably chunky barrel at 
the front end. 

In many other respects, it is almost 
identical to the 650. The left side is 
dominated by an LCD panel giving 
camera mode and tape status; the 
indicators appear neatly above their 
respective function buttons — focus or 
recording speed, for example. 

A long row of goodly-sized buttons 
control the backlight compensator, 


A rear view of the VL-C650’s big brother. 


it’s not all plus points... 


fader, full auto mode, focus (auto, 
manual, or instant ‘push’ auto), white 
balance (auto or three presets — out- 
doors, plus fluorescent or tungsten/ 
halogen indoor lighting), fast shutter (a 
single 1/1000 second option), and 
recording speed (standard, or long 
play which doubles an EC30 cassette 
to a maximum of 60 minutes). 

On the right hand side, the battery 
pack clips into the back corner while 
remote pause and DC current inputs 
bracket the recording trigger. 

The normal wide angle/telephoto 
rocker bar lies above the sculptured 
handgrip. This operates the zoom at 
two speeds, taking either six seconds or 
25 seconds from one end of the zoom 
to the other. 

There are four controls and/or sock- 
ets surrounding the standard omni- 
directional microphone: a_ subsidiary 
record trigger for low-level shooting; a 
self-timer button; an earphone socket; 
and a background music input which 
allows sound from the mic and another 
audio source to be mixed together. 

An external microphone can be 
inserted into the normal mic socket. 

The f1.6, 8-96mm 12x zoom lens 
naturally dominates the front end al- 
though it is underpinned by white bal- 


Eyelet tabs 
* Pause Remote Control jack 
* REC START/STOP button 


Sub REC START/STOP button 


¢ Earphone jack 


BGM (Background 
Music) jack 


© DC input jack 


¢Grip strap 


* Battery Pack 
Compartment 


ance and autofocus sensor windows. 

The back of the 750 houses all the 
tape transport controls including eject, 
play, stop, rewind, fast forward and 
pause, plus subsidiary operations such 
as insert edit, audio dub, date/time 
recording and record review for in- 
stant playback. 

There is also an index marker to lay 
down indicators on tape which can be 
recognised by a VCR with the VHS 
index system for rapid access in search 
mode. 

The back end also houses an edit 
switch to clean up the output when 
dubbing material onto another record- 
er, and an audio/video out socket. 


Operation 


Charging’the battery takes a maximum 
of one hour on the supplied AC adapt- 
or/charger. Clip it on, insert a tape, flick 
the operate button on the back and 
you're ready to go. 

The Sharp can be used in fully 
automatic mode so that the camera 
takes care of exposure, focus and 
white balance. 

Alternatively, the last two can be 
overridden for creative purposes or in 
difficult lighting conditions. The buttons 
ranged along the left side can all be 
operated easily by the left thumb — 
one advantage of a_ bigger 
camcorder. 

Manual focusing, however, is not so 
easy. Whether you try rotating the lens 
hood or the gnurled ring just behind it, 
movement is hampered by the sensor 
windows below the lens. 

Manual zooming is easier but to go 
to the extreme wide angle end necessi- 
tates taking the left hand off the bottom 
of the camcorder which introduces 
unsteadiness into the shots. 

The VL-C750 is no lightweight, tip- 
ping the scales at 1.8kg. with battery 
and tape. As such it really needs two- 
handed handling and even then it 
rapidly tires the arms. 

The adjustable handgrip and view- 
finder make a convenient holding posi- 
tion achievable but not sustainable. 

The backlight compensator is either 
in or out and does not make a great 
deal of difference to heavily silhouet- 
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ted subjects. 

Note that the fader works on vision 
and sound but only when used with 
record pause — it will not fade out and 
back in if the tape is still running. 

Date and time are set via a small 
compartment bottom right and can 
then be called onto the ‘viewfinder 
screen for recording simply by pressing 
the button on the back panel. 

There are two options with the self 
timer; one press will give just 20 sec- 
onds recording, two let the tape run on 
— both after allowing 10 seconds for 
the operator to leap into shot. 

_The combination of indicators on the 
LCD side panel and in the viewfinder is 
very comprehensive covering low light, 
weak battery, tape shortage, SP/LP 
mode, focus, white balance and shutter 
status, fader, date/time, elapsed re- 
cording time and tape counter. . 

Incidentally, the 0.7in. viewfinder is 
very bright and clear, and particularly 
useful when in manual focus, giving an 
accurate image for sharp shots. 

Using the insert edit function, new 
scenes can be recorded over existing 
footage and the ‘in’ and ‘out’ points are 
very clean. Indeed, all the assemble 
edits are tight too with no visible 
glitches. 


Performance 


Shooting test charts in the What Video 
laboratory produced a good perfor- 
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mance from the Sharp VL-C750. 

In standard play, it resolved around 
260 lines with no intrusive grain, and 
produced a very stable image. 

In long play, resolution was still good 
with no appreciable drop in resolution. 
Grain did increase and there was 
agitation in areas of high contrast. 

Location filming confirmed some of 
these results. Certainly SP recordings 
were very.clear and detailed — even 
at the full telephoto end of the zoom. 
But in LP, grain was far more evident. 
Stick to SP,.1 say! : 

.With automatic white balance, col- 
ours tended to be oversaturated — 
although not unpleasantly so except in 
the case of some pretty lurid greens. 
Switching to one of the presets (in this 
case, outdoors) calmed things down to 
more acceptable levels. 

Overall, images were strong and 
crisp.and held up well even in overcast 
conditions or poorly lit rooms. 

On pronounced vertical subjects — 
lampposts, drainpipes, chair legs, etc 
— there was yet more evidence of 
what is now revealed as ‘tape slap’ 
noise (see What Video News, April 
‘89). 
Four small kinks appear on vertical 
subjects when the tape is played back 
in its adaptor on a full-size VHS deck. 
Sometimes they don’t spoil the scene, 
but it’s annoying once you've spotted it. 

Autofocus was accurate although, 
with quick scene changes, it was some- 
times a little slow to lock on — but this 
did mean it avoided hunting. 


Macro shots were lovely with great > 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 

Picture performance (SP) 
Range of features 
Control layout 


What's Bad 
Bulky handling 
Still frame playback 
Noisy tape transport 


Our Ratings 

Price >>> p> 
Picture >>P>p 
Sound >> 
Features >>> Pp 
Ease of use > > > 
Looks ddd 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good > PP Fair 
>> Basic > Poor 


HANDS FREE 
CAM SUPPOR 


e “Hands Free” the Cam Support cameras or telescopes, with an 
sits securely on your shoulder. optional adaptor. 
You can direct the action, join in ; 
pec Z ‘  @ The Body Strap provides extra 
or relax between "takes. stability for action-packed 


e Adjustable Spring Mechanism situations. 
for a custom, comfortable fit. © Soft, non-slip padding on all 


e Can be used with 35 mm contact parts. 


©prex) 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
OPTEX, Tasco House, 17 Mill Lane, Cld Welwyn, Herts AL6 9EU Telephone: (043871) 8671 
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OPTEX LOCAL DEALERS 


LONDON & SOUTH 

ALDERSHOT, Bryants Hi Fi, 81 High Street, Tel, 0252 20728 
BASINGSTOKE, Fishers of Basingstoke, 2-3 Market Place, 
Tel. 0256.29001/22079 

BOURNEMOUTH, Costie Cameras, 329 Wimbourne Rd, 
Tel. 0202 526606 

CAMBERLEY, R.A.P. Leisurebase, 36 High Street, Surrey, 

Te!, 0276 65848 

CHISWICK, Jatala Electronics, 490 High Road, 

Tel, 01-995,8535 

CROYDON, Mr Cad, 68 Windmill Rd, Tel. 01-684 8282 
EDGWARE RD, Hi-Way HI-FI, 313/315 Edgware Rd, 

Tel. 01-402 2441 

FAREHAM, Fareham Cameras, 135 West St, Hants. 

Tel. 0329 236441 

FINCHLEY CENTRAL, Hi-Spek Electronics, 344 Regent Park 
Road, Tel. 01-349 1166 

FOREST GATE, PRC, 450 Romford Rd. E7, Tel. 01-552 2903 
NORTHOLT, Colourama 2000, 32 Church Rd, 01-841 4321 
READING, Station Cameras, 3] Station Rd, Berks. 

Tel. 0734 597795 

SHEPHERDS BUSH GREEN, SDB, 120 Uxbridge Road W12, 
Tel, 01-749'7355 

SWINDON, Gt. Western Cameras, 49 The Arcade, 

Brunel Centre, Tel. 0793 37436 

SWINDON, Photo-Topics at Antics, 8 Regent Circus, 

Tel. 0793 611253 

TOTTENHAM COURT RD, Ask Electronics, 248 Tottenham Crt 
Road W1, Tel. 0t-637 0353 

TOTTENHAM COURT RD, Harp Electronics, 237 Tottenham Crt 
Road W1, Tel. 01-636 4611 

TOTTENHAM COURT RD, Hi-Fi Care, 245 Tottenham Crt 
Road W1, Tel. 01-637 8913 

TOTTENHAM COURT RD, Musical Vision, 20/21 Tottenham Crt 
Road W1, Tel. 01-636 6025 


TOTTENHAM COURT RD, Sonic Foto Centre, 256 Tottenham Court 


Rd W1, Tel. 01-580 5826 

UXBRIDGE, Euro Foto Centre, High Road, Cowley, 

Tel, 0895 448224 

VAUXHALL BRIDGE ROAD, The Camera Co. Ltd., 320 Vauxhall 
Bridge Rd, Tel,.01-834 5482 

WINCHESTER, London Camera Exchange, 15 The Square, 
Tel. 0962 66203 

SOUTH WEST 

DEVON, Castle Camera Centres, 140 Union Street, Torquay, 
Tel. 0803 25802 

MIDLANDS 

BIRMINGHAM, Sherwoods, 11-13 Gt Western Arcade, 

Tel, 021, 2356 7211 

COALVILLE, The Video Warehouse, PO Box 19. Video Helpline 
0836 266364, Tel. 0530 813000 

GAINSBOROUGH, Photron, 28 Caskgate St, Tel. 0427 616341 
LEICESTER, Videoquip, 5 Fosse Rd, South, Tel. 0533 558818 
UNCOLN, Photron 18, Corporation St, Tel. 0522 510415 
NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME, Clement Wain, 42 Merrie! St, 

Tel. 0782 613119 » 

NOTTINGHAM, Cameo Cameras, 8-9 Trinity Walk, 

Tel, 0602 472912 

STAFFORD, John Todd, 32 Marsh St, Tel. 0785 48202 
STOKE-ON-TRENT, John Martin, 76 Piccadilly, Hanley, 

Tel. 0782 24069 

TEWKESBURY, Photo-Topic, 154 High Street, Tel. 0684 298109 
WEST BROMWICH, Bell & Jones, 39 Queens Parade, 

Tel. 021-553 0820 

WOLVERHAMPTON, Karma Audio Visual, 26-28 Schoo! St, 

Tel. 0902 773338 

WORCESTER, Photo-Topic at Antics, 16 St Swithin Street, 

Tel. 0905 22335 

NORTHEAST 

BRADFORD, Empire Electro Centres, 783/789 Leeds Rd, 

Tel. 0274 662476 

BRADFORD, Empire Electro Centres, Victoria Shopping 
Centre, 441 Thornton Rd, Tel. 0274'492190 

BRADFORD, Erricks of Bradford, Rawson Square, 

Tel. 0274 309266 

HARROGATE, John H. Preston, 39 James St, Tel. 0423 50317 
HUDDERSFIELD, Arcade Cameras, Imperial Arcade, 

Tel. 0484 25912 

HUDDERSFIELD, Empire Electro Centres, 11 John William St., 
Tel. 0484 513955 

HULL, Hilton Photographic, 43/45 Ferensway, Tel, 0482 227833 
LEEDS, Co-op Camera Centres, 10 Albion St, Tel. 0532 431333 
LEEDS, Camio Cameras, 5 The Merrion Centre, 

Tel. 0532 44238) 

MANSFIELD, Cameo Cameras, 69 Westgate, Tel. 0623 22086 
ROTHERHAM, Jeffersons, Cascades Centres, 7 Fredrick St, 
Tel, 0709 363097 

SCUNTHORPE, Tom Dennis Carneras, 16 Laneham St, 

Tel. 0724'867302 

SHEFFIELD, Cameo Cameras, 28 Union Street, 

Tel: 0742 750924 

WAKEFIELD, Empire Electro Centres, 94 Kirkgate, 

Tel. 0924 361736 

YORK, Coverdale & Fletcher, 22 Colliergate, Tel. 0904 622346 
YORK, Saville Photo-Hi-Fi, 7 Goodramgate, Tel. 0904 625755 
NORTHWEST 

BLACKPOOL, Whiteleys, 4 Deansgate, Tel, 0253 28357 
CHESTER, Crowe Camera Exchange, Friarsgate, 

Grosvenor St, Tel. 0244 311607 

CLEETHORPES, 1] Ravenscroft, 61 Grimsby Rd, Tel, 0472 42007 
LIVERPOOL, Hargreaves Photography, 31/37 Warbeck Moor, 
Aintree, Tel, 051 922 1504 

NORTHWICH, lan Haughton, 84 Witton St, Tel. 0606 49873 
$T ANNS, Fyide Cameras, 8 The Square, Tel, 0253 723519 
STHELENS, Kamera Photographic, 6/8 Cotham St, 

Tel, 0744 26246 

WALES 

CARDIFF, Camera Centre, 13-15 Morgan Arcade, 

Tel, 0222 238623 

WEST 

BRISTOL, Ace Cameras, 2 North Parade, Yate, 

Tel, 0454 325302 

GLOUCESTER, Phototopic, 79-81 Northgate St, 

Tel; 0452 503691 


SCOTLAND 

ABERDEEN, Elena Mae Ltd, 209 Union Street, Tel, 0224 580774 
AYR, Vennal Cameras, The Forum, 46 High Street, 

Tel. 0292 610370 

EDINBURGH, Edinburgh Cameras, 55 Lothian Rd. 

Tel. 031 229 4416 

EDINBURGH, Edinburgh Video Centre. 151/155 Morrison St, 
Tel. 031 229 4116 

EDINBURGH, Elena Mae Ltd, 89 Princes Street, 

Tel. 031 220 1007 

HAMILTON, Tom Dickson Cameras, 8 Cadzow St, 

Tel. 0698 283193 

CHANNEL ISLES 

GUERNSEY, Gruts, 40 The High St, St Peter Port, Tel. 0481 710956 
JERSEY, Foto Sound, 5 Charring Cross, St Helier, Tel, 0534 74382 
NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST, Camera Video Nook, 38 Ann Street, Tel. 0232 322117 


* OPERATE on/off switch 


EJECT button 


¢ PLAY button 


e FF/Forward Search 
button 


« REW/Reverse Search 
button 


¢ INSERT button 
¢ REC REVIEW button 


¢ DATE-TIME DISPLAY: 
button 


¢ EDIT switch 


<4 detail and texture rendition. 


Sound recording on VHS-C ma- 
chines has always been a bugbear. 
The microphone on the 750 is a rea- 
sonably strong performer, picking up 
treble tweetings and basso profundo 
voices with clarity — but it also faithful- 
ly records a continuous whir coming 
from the noisy tape transport 
mechanism. 

Using an external microphone 
helped but was very awkward since 
there is no place to mount it. 

The ‘background music’ input, which 
allows sound from another audio 
source such as a cassette player to be 
recorded along with the standard mic, 
is a bit hit and miss since you have little 
control over the mix. 

Playback in camera produces three 
slim noise bars in search and one hefty 
one in pause. This can sometimes be 
positioned almost off screen but it does 
undermine the value of a 1/1000 
second fast shutter when it has to be 
seen on another machine with good 
still frame for best effect. 

The Sharp's USP (adspeak for 
Unique Selling Proposition) is, of 
course, the massive 12 zoom range. 
The pictures it records at full zoom are, 
as noted, excellent but | can’t help 
having misgivings about the trend to- 
wards longer telephotos. 

Physically they add weight and bulk 
and, more importantly, when shooting 
at full zoom it’s almost impossible to 
hold the camera steady enough with- 
out a tripod for rock-solid images. 

In visual terms, the difference 
between the 8 extent at 68mm focal 
length and 96mm is not a lot to write 
home about. Conversely, the wide an- 
gle setting on the Sharp is not better 
than most other camcorders and this is 
the area where many users feel 
restricted. 

It is difficult to frame all the action in 
an average sized living room with the 
current wide angle limits. Perhaps man- 
ufacturers should be looking more at 
this end instead of zooming in on the 
other (geddit?). 


* OPERATE indicator 


CAMERA REC/VCR PLAY 
switch 


¢ STOP button 


¢PAUSE/STILL button 


* AUDIO DUB. button 


© INDEX MARK 
REC button 


¢ AV output terminal 


The Sharp VL-C750 packs a lot of features 
into its hefty body. 


Conclusion 


There is no doubt that the Sharp packs 
an awful lot of features into its hefty 
body. 

Manual overrides on all main pa- 
rameters, detailed display and view- 
finder information and_ thoughtful 
editing functions are allied to a strong 
recording performance in standard 
play. 
The layout of the controls is excellent 
but manual focus and a heavy weight 
take some of the gloss away from 
handling. 

If you're looking for a top-flight 
VHS-C camcorder and are prepared 
to also invest in a sturdy tripod and 
boom mic to get the best from the 
super zoom and audio facilities, then 
give it a close look. 

At £1,099 it represents pretty good 
value for money but we expect the 
arrival of Super VHS-C machines at just 
a couple of hundred pounds more — 
and indeed the concomitant reduction 
in other, less well-specified standard 
C-format camcorders — to put a lot of 
pressure on this price O 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: Sharp VL-C750 

Format: VHS-C, PAL standard 

Price: £1,099 

Market Position: Top-end, full function 

Features: Full auto operation, manual focus, auto 
white (or three presets) 1/1000 second fast shutter, 
audio dub, insert edit, self timer, twin speed power 
zoom, date/time recording, VISS index marketing, SP/ 
LP recording, counter with memory 

Camera Controls: Power zoom, twin record trigger, 
auto/manual focus, backlight compensator, fader 
General Controls: Power on/off, play, stop, rewind, 
fast. forward, search, pause, tracking, record review 
Inputs & Outputs: Earphone jack, background music 
input, DC power in 

Lens: f1.6, 8-96mm 

Power Requirements: 8.5w, DC 9.6v 

Dimensions: 131(w) x 157(h) x 301(d) mm 
Weight (with battery and tape): 1.8kg 
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Ricoh R-610/Baver VCC 606AF — 8mm and 
VHS-C camcorders — £800/£899 


SEND IN THE CLONES 


On the face of it the R-610 and 606AF would seem to 
differ only in format. Nick Bellenberg puts them to the 


AT A GLANCE 
What's Good — Ricoh R-610 


Picture in both SP and LP 

Insert edits 

Ease of use 

Real-time counter 

Variable mains voltage AC/DC adaptor/charger 


What's Bad 


No microphone socket 
Not supplied with battery 


Our Ratings 

Price >>> Pp 
Picture Added 
Sound >>Prp 
Features >> Pp 
Looks | Addie 
Ease of use > > > > > 


>PPPP Excellent >> >> Good »PP Fair 
>P Basic >» Poor 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: Ricoh R-610 

Format: 8mm, Pal standard 

Price: £799.95 

Market Position: Mid-range Video 8 

Features: Twin speed recording, backlight 
compensator, edit search facility to review ‘recorded 
footage while. in record mode, two superimposable/ 
colourable titles, ‘memorised’ from b/w a/w or similar, 
superimposable. date/time, real-time tape counter, red 
light record indicators in viewfinder and on camera 
Camera Controls: Power-zoom, auto white balance, 
macro, backlight compensation, title facility, date/time 
General: Controls: Record, play, rewind fast-forward, 
pause, edit search review of recorded footage 
Inputs & Outputs: Phono audio/video, RF adaptor, 
earphone, remote control 

Lens: f1.6 12-72mm 

Power Requirements: 6V/DC 

Dimensions: 116(w) x 130(h) x 312(d)mm 
Weight (with tape): 1.3kg (battery extra!) 


acid test 


PITTING AN 8mm against a VHS-C 
camcorder makes for a more interest- 
ing fight than just letting two similarly- 
equipped contenders slug it out. 
Similarly priced, sized and equipped 
with comparable features — will there 
be an outright format winner here? 


Description 


Both units are compact and similar in 
styling — just look at the pix to prove 
that to yourself. 

In fact, as far as similarities go, the 
keen-eyed amongst you may have 
noticed more than a passing resem- 
blance between the Ricoh and the 
Sony CCD-F330. 

The Bauer on the other hand has an 
uncanny similarity to the Panasonic 
NV-MC6. 

In use, one of the most immediate 
practical differences between the ma- 
chines is that unless you have an 8mm 
VCR as your home base machine, you 
will have to replay/dub from the Ricoh 
itself. 

The Bauer's tapes, of course, can be 
slipped into an adaptor for use in VHS 
units. 

Operationally, the Ricoh 8mm is 
distinguished by -its long play facility, 
enabling up to three hours recording 
from a P5-90 cassette. 

This may, however, be more difficult 
for the casual buyer to achieve, as the 
R-610 is supplied without a battery. 

No doubt Ricoh felt that buyers 
would appreciate the freedom of 
choice, and 40 and 80 minute capacity 
batteries are available. 

Both camcorders can superimpose 
time/date information, but the Ricoh 
can also store two captions in memory, 
for use when the occasion demands. 

Basically, a black caption on a white 
background is stored and can be su- 
perd in one of eight colours. 

The Bauer has a caption generator 
available as an optional accessory. 

Backlight compensation is available 
on both. Focus is switchable auto/ 
manual, although the Bauer offers dual 
zone autofocus. 


The Bauer's white balance is swit- 
chable inside/outside/automatic, while 
the Ricoh’s is purely auto. 

Both machines leave the zoom and 
focus lens controls accessible for man- 
ual use, which can only be a good 
thing as far as I’m concerned. ; 

Counter-zero memory is featured.on 
both units, but the Ricoh has the added 
highly practical refinement of counting 
in real-time. 

This display is visible on an LCD 
panel atop the camcorder, while all the 
Bauer's indications are through-the- 
viewfinder. 


Operation 


All is reasonably straightforward, with 
the Ricoh offering more in the way of 
barriers to accidental operation with 
all major switches being protected by 
safety catches. 

In both cases, powering up in cam- 
era mode, removing the lens cap, then 
triggering the thumb control will start 
the tape rolling. 

Quite standard stuff, bar the extra 
tape record button that the Ricoh has 
mounted under its lens. 

Also not exactly standard is the 
Ricoh’s title facility. As mentioned, you 
focus on a b/w (or similarly contrast) 
title card, and memorise it. 

Two such titles can be stored and a 
selection of small title and graphics 
cards are supplied. 

The black bits of the card are stored 
electronically and can be revived in 
one of eight colours. 

When replayed, whatever the lens is 
eyeballing goes behind the title. 

Of course, you're not stuck with titles 
. .. | stored my face in two poses of 
smile/grimace, and switching between 
the two while swapping -the colours 
around came up with something that 
would have been well at home on the 
Old Grey Whistle Test, 15 years ago. 

Also worth a mention is the Ricoh’s 
edit search facility. Without leaving the 
camcorder record mode, this will play/ 
replay your previously recorded foot- 
age, letting you choose the point you 
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Two clones of popular compact camcorders. 
The VHS-C Bauer 606 is based on 
Panasonic’s MC6, while the 8mm Ricoh R- 
610 (below) is identical to Sony’s F330 (and 
Fuji’s F610). 


want the next bit to begin with absolute 
precision. 

| found that this let me perform in- 
camera insert edits with ease — and 
very good visual results. 

The Bauer on the other hand has a 
record review function that replays the 
last few seconds of recorded footage. 
Insert edits are impossible on the 
Bauer. 


Performance 


The acid. test comes with use. Both 
camcorders were. used to take a selec- 
tion of similar shots both out in the field 
and on the test bench. 

Without dwelling too much on the 
small details, | found that of the two, | 
preferred the Ricoh’s picture. 


Colours were resolved naturally, but 


with a slight registration displacement 
visible on reds. 

The Bauer, on the other hand, even 
with manipulation of its inside/outside/ 
auto white balance’ control seemed to 
over-colour, witha distinct emphasis 
on the blue, 

Great for enhancing grey days, but 
the over-coloured results seem to be 
‘tricksy’ when viewed at length. 

Ricoh’s handling of different expo- 


st 
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ante! 
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er 
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sure conditions meant 8mm won 
again, and it also made better use of 
available light, living up to its lower 
minimum exposure value (10 lux versus 
13). 

Backlit subjects responded better to 
the Ricoh with the Bauer showing a 
tendency to overdo things, either by 
bleaching out the light parts or darken-" _ 
ing the subdued. 


Accessory shoe 


Microphone Display window 


Focus ring Power switch 


Viewfinder 


Standby switch 


Start/Stop button 


Video/audio out jacks 


FACT PACK 


Camcorder: Baver-Bosch VCC 606AF 

Format: VHS-C, PAL standard 

Price: £899 

Market Position: Mid-range 

Features: Audio/video fade, backlight compensation, 
selectable: zone autofocus, superimposable. date/time, 
record review, selectable white balance, selectable 
microphone: sensitivity, adjustable/removable viewfinder 
Camera Controls: Power-zoom, auto/switchable 
manual white balance, backlight compensation, zone 
select autofocus, date/time, fader 

General Controls: Record, play, rewind, fast-forward, 
pause, record review, tracking adjust 

Inputs & Outputs: Special VHS-C connector audio/ 
video: out, remote control, mic input, RF adaptor 
Lens: 1.2 9-54mm 

Power: Requirements: 9.6V/DC 

Dimensions: 121(w) x 151(h) > 275(d)mm 
Weight (with battery and tape): 1.4kg 
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Tape transport controls” 


Cassette eject button 


Power zoom. button 


Zoom lever 


Start/stop button 


Indicates the time or the 
tape count. 


Lights when the head gap 
is clogged. 


Control layout on the Ricoh is easy to use while the small display carries a lot of status info. 


<The Ricoh’s backlight exposure func- 


tion seemed more controlled. Sensibly, 
Ricoh’s manual advised the use of 
graduated filters to knock back skies. 

Although both units scored similar 
results in the resolution tests, | felt that 
the Ricoh’s picture was better detailed. 

Results were 260 horizontal lines of 
resolution for the Ricoh and approach- 
ing that for the Bauer. 

In. LP mode, the Ricoh’s. res only 
dropped slightly. An increase in grain 
was visible and some slight disturbance 
in verticals, but overall the LP picture 
was one of the best I’ve seen in a 
camcorder. 

The Ricoh had the best dynamic 
range of the two (very good indeed), 
while the Bauer displayed a small 
amount of smudging (blacks greying 
into whites). 

Sound-wise, the Ricoh wins with its 


AT A GLANCE 
What's Good — Bauer 606 


Variable mains voltage AC/DC adaptor charger 
takes two batteries 
Ease of use 


What's Bad 


No earphone socket 


Our Ratings 

Price >>pP 
Picture Add 
Sound >>prp 


Features > PP 
Ease of use > > > > > 
Looks Adadd 


>PPPP Excellent >> >> Good PP Fair 
>> Basic > Poor 


Titler controls 


Back light button 


COUNTER indicator 


Fore sts CS 
mae 


LULU LI-LILI 
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Tape operation mode 
indicators 


Tape speed indicator 


Focus selector Battery eject knob 


ZERO MEM (memory) indicator 


Moisture condensation 
inside the unit. 


Blinks when the battery 
is low. 


Blinks when moisture has 
condensed on the tape, when 
the tape approaches its end 
during camera recording. 


Lights steadily when no 

cassette is inserted. Blinks 
when the tape approaches 
its end. 


mono FM hi-fi track, even though there 
is no additional microphone socket. 
Tsk, Tsk! 

However, the Bauer's is as good as 
you'll get from a conventional lo-fi set- 
up, and its mic is adjustable for 
sensitivity. 


Conclusion 


The Ricoh 8mm has it. Although both 
are competent machines, the picture 
and sound quality that this unit origi- 
nates makes it the clear choice — and 
is cheaper. 

Minus points concern the viewfinder, 
which | thought cropped the edges of 
the frame needlessly. 

Also, spectacle wearers (like myself) 
will find the view further restricted by 
the circular aspect lens. Finders with 
rectangular lenses give a better ocular 
start. 

Both camcorders came with the ab- 
solute minimum of bits and_ pieces 
(there were no carrying bags, for in- 
stance) — although the manufacturers 
will kid you they're giving freedom of 
choice. . 

A baffling feature of identical ma- 
chines is that they can be priced higher 
than the models they‘re cloned from. 
Weird. 

The Sony CCD-F330 is now at a list 
price of £50 less than the Ricoh, for 
example. 

But look out for discounts from deal- 
ers selling the clones, who have just 
realised that they need a solid reason 
to sell something called Ricoh, rather 
than Sony. 

You'll need all your spare cash to 
buy the necessary accessories () 
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Video Necessities FROM THE EXPERTS 


For all your Video Accessory needs 

CHOOSE FROM OVER 4000 LINES AT: HI-Fl CARE LTD. 

245, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON, W1P 9AD. 
Telephone: 01-637 8913/8911 e Helpful and knowledgeable staff 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 

MAIL ORDER WORLDWIDE a 


@ If in stock, items despatched Pee ee csehae icant 
within 24 hours Seas ee CHARACTER GENERATOR! 
aeenes— -pep Pf FOR ALL TYPES | 


Be oe eee “into your Video 8 movies. _ OF VIDEO SYSTEMS 


with the... 


Videoscript t 50 


1 aes TEXT INSERTS & GRAPHICS 


HIGH-TECH ‘VIDEO 
EDITING CONSOLE ee a oon ScAgLLa: 


INTERACTIVE CONTROL 


‘VIDEO SCENES 
. CAN BE TAKEN 
FROM A MOVING CAR. 


VIDEO 8-CAMCORDER @ WIPES 
un wos | —— © 16S 
@ WITH SAFETY VIDEO RECORDER | @ TEXT BLINK EFFECTS 
CORD AUTOMATICALLY | @ KEY EFFECTS IMAGES 


@ CAMERAS UP @ SPECIAL— | @ WINDOW EFFECT + TEXT 
TO 1.7KG WEIGHT | STORES UP TO 50- EFFECTS | @ SIMPLE OPERATION 
» P&P DIFFERENT SCENES "9@@ ag P&P CAO ac 
9 INANY SEQUENCE. /O9°%9 


| @ BALL & SOCKET. 


@ ANATOMICALLY © @ HEAVY DUTY © 


| TILT HEAD 

| @ QUICK RELEASE . BE STAGLE i @ OIL DAMPED HEAD 
| @ ADJUSTABLE LENGTH @ QUICK RELEASE 

1 _ GRIP @ SPRING MOUNT e 3 SECTION 

wh nen STRAP e QUICK RELEASE ; 


@ P&P 
? 2.00 


» P&P 


Lt Re 
2 Mi 


| @5 SECTION 
@ FOLDED-470mm 
@ EXTENDED-1570mm 
| @ WEIGHT 660g 

@ QUICK RELEASE 


@ QUICK FOLD OUT 
UP TO 510mm 

@ NECK STRAP 

~ @ QUICK RELEASE 

sath hi eaten 560G 


al 


@ LIGHTWEIGHT 
@ RIGID CONSTRUCTION t 
@ SMOOTH PAN ACTION 

@ QUICK RELEASE 


a 


44-99 pap 3.00 


44 1°99 pap 3.00 


&! (AICO) SLIDE COPIER 


FQ .ag P&P 


“ TRANSFERS YOUR D999 4.00 
' SLIDE COLLECTION ONTO 
| VIDEO CASSETTE .. . . LIMITED 
' COMPLETE WITH RING Camnevine _ OFFER 
| SIZES: al Sg Fecrote utlen UK3 pn plug)” (WHILE STOCKS LAST) 
| 46/49/52 Bam Doors (4 Side) : CALCULATOR! 
; mm © 20rnns. continuous vee rom one charge AS WITH EVERY CAMERAMAN 

: & Ph @ Light Swivels and Tilts y= P&P } TRIPOD. SHAPED LIKE A 


@ Rechargeable Battery can also be used tos =a ° 99 
power your Camcorder ae 


P&P 3.00 BOOK OF MATCHES 


| TELEPHOTO (2.0x) 59.99 
| TELE/WIDE (1.4x/0.7x) Cc 
' COMPACT SET 69.99 


TELE/WIDE SET FOR JVC GRC9/FCO06 
CAMCORDERS 49.99 


' 

J 

MANY MORE AVAILABLE. STATE 
; YOUR REQUIREMENTS — P&P 2.00 
1 


VIDEO USERS PAYABLE 10: HI-FI CARE iD. | 


AVAILABLE IN | ENCLOSE PAYMENT 
P ; : 
46/49/52mm INCLUDING P& £ VISA - ACCESS 


PLEASE DEBIT CREDIT CARD A/C DINERS - AMEX - 


FOR CREATIVE TRICK, hes md aie iene Ee 


FROM 13°99 
PAP 1.00 


WIDE RANGE OF 
FILTERS AVAILABLE 


Philips 33CE-7533 — 79cm stereo TV — £2000 


GOING VISTAVISION 


Champagne is the order of the day as televisions 
continue to grow in size. Steve May samples the latest 


AT A GLANCE 


What's Good 
Picture quality 
Nicam sound 
Four video inputs 
Design 


What's Bad 


No S-terminal! 


Our Ratings 
Price | A dd 


Picture dd ae 
Sound | dh ddidied 
Features >>Prp 
Ease of use > > > > 
Looks  dddiadad 


>PPPP Excellent >>> Good PPP Fair 
>» Basic > Poor 
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offering 


THE MOVE toward large screen view- 
ing continues apace. No sooner is the 
59cm+ TV accepted (66cm sets are in 
short supply because of demand) 
when a new generation of even bigger 
TVs lumbers into view. 

These latest titans measure in excess 
of 33in/79cm and strive to embody 
the very best in cathode ray tube 
technology. 

All the major TV players are now 
looking to bring out such champagne 
sets. The first from Philips is the £2,000 
33CE-7533... 


Description 
This Philips flagship is a monumental 


piece of engineering, both technically 


‘and physically. 


It’s quite obviously a sizable box — 
78cm wide, 69cm high and 58cm 
deep — yet given the acreage of glass 
these dimensions are io from 
excessive. 

The grey monitor styling, with the 
stereo pod speakers recessed behind 
the screen, creates a sleek, unfussy, 
modest facade. 

That said, | don’t think that this is the 
kind of TV that stands to be placed 
apart in a room; if it were it would 
resemble more an outcrop of Stone- 
henge than a domestic telly. 

For greatest effect it needs to have 
the bulk of its cabinet cloaked by wall 
units and the like, the screen flush 
against cabinets and carpentry. 

Such a disguise would conceal the 
box and greatly heighten the illusion of 
home cinema. 

As you would expect, it has no great 
profusion of obvious user controls. 
These are hidden behind a flap be- 
neath the Philips insignia. 

This flap also conceals direct video 
phono inputs. The set is well endowed 
with such inputs. 

In addition to these two front facing 
AV inputs, the back of the box boasts 
two Scart connectors, one of which is 
fully RGB wired. 

The satellite company BSB will make 
great play of enhanced picture quality 
through Scart connectors when it 
comes on stream this autumn. 

In reality, these advantages can only 


be realised via an RGB connection; all 
BSB receivers have an RGB Scart 


output, 
RGB BSB satellite pictures will be 
better than composite video satellite 


. pictures because, like the S-VHS for- 


mat, they will be free from troublesome 
PAL TV cross-colour effects. 

Unfortunately, the satellite company 
doesn't seem to have realised that 
many Scart equipped TV sets do not 
have wired RGB pins, and without 
these its transmitted pictures will be no 
better than those from rivals Astra. 

Sadly, this set seems less ready for 
the arrival of high-band tape formats, 
than it is for satellite, because it has no 
dedicated S-terminal input for Super 
VHS VCRs. 

There is an on-board Nicam stereo 
decoder though, able to deliver the 
very high quality digital sound TV trans- 
missions currently being tested by both 
the IBA and BBC. 

Stereo phono outputs on the back of 
the set allow Nicam sound to be routed 
out of the TV into a separate amplifier/ 
sound system, should it be required. 


Operation 


Run of the mill goggle boxes require 
no great consideration once they are 
up and running. 

A beast like this, though, is a rather 
different affair. One particularly useful 
trick it has is an ability to re-route AV 
sources for remote recording. 

Nicam TV broadcasts can be sent 
out of the set for recording on a hi-fi 
VCR, via one of the Scart connectors. 

Similarly, a video source coming in 
on another direct line (CD Video, satel- 
lite, a second VCR) can be routed out 
and recorded. 

The 7533 also allows considerable 
scope for audio jollity. In addition to its 
intemal 2 x 5 watt stereo sound 
system, there are detachable 2 x 30 


. watt pod speakers that can be individ- 


ually placed to create a greater sound 
stage. 

There is also provision for two more 
speakers, to create what the Philips 
manual describes as ‘surround sound’. 

This is, of course, somewhat mislead- 
ing as the set has no true Dolby 
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The enormous 
£2,000 Philips 33CE- 
7533. 


The Philips picture-in-picture can be swapped between main and inset images. 
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Arranging speakers for the 
best surround sound effect. 


<4 Surround Sound decoder, and cannot 
give authentic sound in the cinematic 
sense of the word. 

It can, however, surround the viewer 
with sounds, which is slightly different. 

The set is also supplied with a smart 
matching cabinet which has its own, 
even bolder, 2 x 45 watt sound system 
from 2 x 5in. woofers and 2 x 2in. 
tweeter loudspeakers. — 

There's even a spatial sound option, 
designed to artificially widen the sound 
field of mono ibe a 

However, | found that this mode 
effectively muddied the sound and was 
best left unengaged. 

A useful addition to any TV's ar- 
moury is picture-in-picture, and it’s 
available here from all four video 
inputs, plus the TV tuner. 

A colour coded border around the 
PIP screen pinpoints the source of the 
screen. ( 

There's also an on-screen display 
which can be requested in the form of 
a full-screen menu covering param- 
eters like colour and volume. 

Channel selection gives rise to a 
descriptive on-screen logo. It’s possible 
to customise this for your own system. 

If you're a dual format household it’s 
possible to code one channel ‘5 VHS’ 
and another ‘6 BETA’, which is a 
welcome homely touch. 

One final operational nicety is the 
improved teletext service Fastext, 
which allows the viewer to use colour- 
coded stepping-stones to _ string 


FACT PACK 


Machine: Philips 33CE-7533 

Price: £2,000 

Visible Screen-Area: 79cm 

Features: Nicam stereo sound, Spatial sound, four- 


speaker sound capability, Fastext, four video inputs, 
customisable channel idents, picture-in-picture, stereo 
headphone jack 

Remote Control: Full function, infra-red 
Dimensions: 78(w) x 69(h) x 58(d)mm 
Weight: 70kg 
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through the often impenetrable Ceefax 
and Oracle databases. 


Performance 


A luxury set such as this will survive 
principally on its video performance, as 
its gargantuan screen size will be wick- 
edly intolerant of even minor errors. 

Thankfully, from a technical point of 
view, the 7533 is quite splendid. 

Picture geometry and convergence 
are excellent and its pictures are stun- 
ningly bright and sharp. 

The fares a TV frequency response 
greater than 4MHz, shown by an 
ability to resolve the first four resolution 
grids on the BBC 2 test card, with cross- 
colour effects (where high frequency 
signals are mistakenly interpreted as 
colour information) noticeable only on 
the fifth, 4.5MHz, grating. 

The set employs Colour Transient 
Improvement (CTI) circuitry to help 
keep colour registration tight, and 
demonstrates an admirable range of 
colour subtly. Contrast is excellent. 

Skin tones and fine black and white 
detail combine to create realistic facial 
images, while metals shine and glint 
with almost three dimensional 
confidence. 

The only debit point is noise, pre- 
dominantly in vivid reds, which fidgets 
with agitation within the wide screen. 

Of course, watching television on a 
screen of this size is an altogether 
different experience than comparative 
viewing on smaller sets. 

Suddenly, individual sfogrammes 
have a hitherto unseen technical char- 
acter. Movies struck from 35mm prints 
are glorious to behold, while trans- 
ferred-to-tape NTSC-sourced Ameri- 
can shows are gloomy and dull. 

On the big screen, Channel 4’s Lost 
In Space, transferred to tape from a 
new film print, is awash with bright 
colour and new detail; while the BBC’s 
Dallas, edited on video tape from film 
stock and then transferred from NTSC 


to PAL, is almost unwatchably awful. 

Similarly, news readers suddenly be- 
come life-sized intrusions into the front 
room. 

For the first time you'll find yourself 
looking at Nicholas Witchell’s watch 
and Jeremy Paxman’s blood-shot eyes. 

Still, | found my viewing experience 
heightened by these added complex- 
ities, not diminished. 

Sceptics may also be surprised to 
learn that this set, with its visible screen 
area of 79cm, does not suffer from 
obvious line structure. 

| found myself regularly viewing 
from a comfy chair distance of around 
3m, without problems. 

Interestingly, regular VHS looks pal- 
atable on this large screen, despite the 
shortfall in definition. 

Composite video pictures from Su- 
per VHS obviously look better though, 
and direct connection CD Video looks 
the best of all. 

Sonically, the set is undeniably su- 
perb. The wide range of audio options 
available makes it suitable for almost 
any requirement, and Nicam digital 
stereo sound is delivered with ruthless 
clarity. 

Unfortunately the manual makes no 
reference to the Nicam sound stan- 
dard whatsoever. 

It transpires to be selectable via a 
dual language ‘I/II’ switch on the re- 
mote controller; when engaged a 
‘Digital Stereo’ legend comes up 
alongside the channel idents. 

A more helpful explanation of this 
innovation would not have gone amiss. 


Conclusion 


In many respects this is the most impres- 
sive television | have seen. 

There are more awesome sets, 
(Sony's prototype 45in. Trinitron and 
TVs based around Mitsubishi’s 37in. 


_tube spring readily to mind) but this is 


the first TV of its type that I've really had 
a chance to luxuriate in. 

Comparative judgements are diffi- 
cult to make because the 33in. screen 
market is a new phenomenon, but the 
set has obvious attractions: its picture is 
excellent, the various audio options are 
superb and it’s undeniably versatile. 

However, the omission of a dedi- 
cated S-terminal is a sad and lament- 
able debit, 

The videophile looking for VistaVi- 
sion will almost certainly have shortlist- 
ed both an S-terminal and ay, 
sound for his ideal large screen set — 
and with both Still Video cameras and 
CD Video now sporting S-connections, 
alongside S-VHS and ED Beta, in 
Japan it would be foolish to overlook 


_ the importance of the new.connection. 


That said, this TV is well on its way to 
being a winner. I’ve yet to have a set 
that has given me greater pleasure O 
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JESSOP VIDEO) yids shapid 


CENTRES 


The Full-Size VHS 


Movie Camera's remarkably 
=> wide functions and | 
superb performance 
spring from 
— Panasonic's pursuit of 
—s - shooting ease, creative freedom 
and viewing fun 


—_-" a. 
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BEER eh 


Canon VIDEO 


Canon E77 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA & RECORDER 


&.. : er : 


FREE 
CREDIT 


9months 


PHONE FOR 
THE LOWEST PRICE 


FULL AUTOMATION, OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE AND 


SINGLE-HANDED OPERATION 


@ SWITCH ON AND SHOOT 


Focus, exposure and white balance are all set to AUTO when the E77 is turned ON- then all you have to do is shoot 


@ SUPERIOR IMAGE QUALITY 


A precision Canon lens, high-performance CCD and unique colour filter combine to provide outstanding images 


@ AUTO EXPOSURE SYSTEM 


Correlated Two-field Metering System optimizes exposure of any subject against any background 


@ WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL | 
A Wireless Controller is standard equipment with the E77, offering an extra margin of operating convenience 


@ CLEAN REPRODUCTION OF FAST-MOVING SUBJECTS 


A 100/th second shutter captures fast-moving subjects without blurring 


@ TWO TIMER FUNCTIONS 


Self Timer and Interval Timer functions enhance recording versatility 


@ EXTENDED RECORDING TIME 


Record for up to 3 hours:on a single video cassette in LP mode 


All mail order enquiries only to our NATIONWIDE COMPETITIVE PRICES -HUGE INSTANT CREDIT Due to circumstances 
Distribution Warehouse: Jessop SECURITY DELIVERY STOCKS AVAILABLE INALL | AVAILABLE beyond our control all our 
House, Scudamore Rd., Leicester Main model video JESSOP BRANCHES Licensed credit broker. prices are subject to avail- 


LE3 1TZ Tel 0533 320033 £5.00 (Stocks may be limited oe eh ability & change without 
TELEX 347110 FAX 0533 320060 — Accessories (post) Please ring for details). APR 32.3%. prior notice. E & OE 
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JESSOP VIDEO bn 

JESSOB = CENTRES Wo stop video shoppurg 
| LATEST MODEL JVC 

Jve GR - A30E rare 


GFS1000 
@ CAMCORDER/PLAYER @ | s vis CAMCORDER 
@ NEW AUTOFOCUS ail 


£1999 


SYSTEM 
@ HIGH-TECH 
& VAVS2 
SPECIFICATION "§ S VHS a MONITOR 


@ 6:1 ZOOM LENS £599.95 


JVHRS5000 
S VHS RECORDER 
£999.90 


canon EZO8 rmmimi CAMCORDER KIT 


8mm VIDEO CAMERA _ Z 
& RECORDER —2= 
Advanced features include: =) i 


@ X8 ZOOM LENS WITH oo 


& RECORDER 


3 A | Compact, lightweight, 

A | easy-to-use design, giving 
alla ff single-handed shooting 
for up to 3 hours on a 
single cassette! Just 2 
steps to catch the action! 


1 turn on - 2 shoot. 
Everything you need to 
shoot and play. 


PHONE FOR 
THE LOWEST 
PRICE 


MINOLTA 


MOVIE C-5OE 


ala ketone AUTOFOCUS cece 5 


FACILITY 


PHONE FOR 
THE LOWEST 


Wide Angle............ m £59.99 
Telephoto Zoom.. ch £79.99 


HONE FOR @& 
i PRICE \ 


a 
> y J cal 
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JESSOP VIDEO 
CENTRES /:-// 
XK A VIDEONICS DirectED |. coir vour own tares 


makes you the director and producer. 


SEE THE DIRECT-ED SYSTEM AT YOUR NEAREST JESSOP VIDEO CENTRE 
TRY IT FOR YOURSELF AND SEE HOW EASY IT IS TO EDIT YOUR OWN 
HOME VIDEO MOVIES! 


@Automatic video editor allows anyone who owns a camcorder and VCR to make professional looking movies, 
complete with titles, graphics and special effects. 


@ Works with all tape formats (VHS, Beta, 8mm, Super VHS, ED-Beta). Can make movies in one format from 
Original tapes made in a different format. 


RING OR WRITE 


@Place scenes in any order, mix with digitally-generated colour graphics, Genny lacus 
titles in multiple styles and 64 colours. YOUR 


@ Easy to use with wireless remote control, 
on-screen instructions, built-in help. 


Ystieu scene M=zMoule: Picnic at Frenz lake 
Done  S= Scene: Suzie and the Bear 


[<J Now at 0:08:00 
=Mark scene start7end rntart= 0:08.50 
PTH =Save scene as marked tnd= 0:09:00 


Loe, £499-% 


9months 


Jessop of Leicester Ltd., Jessop House, Scudamore Road, Leicester LE3 1TZ. Tel: 0533 320033. *Licensed Credit Broker. 
Written quotations available on request. Offer available for a limited period & subject to availability. and status. 


VANCO AV IVANCO i 


In addition to the functions of the VCR 


VIDEO ENHANCERS 2044 this model has a sound mixing facility £29.95 
(micro, tape, video). Headphone terminal 

: VIVANCO VCR 2044 for controlling the sound quality. Due to DM 26 M ICROPHONE 
Video amplifier and enhancer. Supplies the variable screen division facility you £8.95 
signals to up to 4 video recorders achieve possibility of direct picture aa ra | 
simultaneously. The enhancer facility comparison on one monitor. a . " 
reduces any quality loss. Controls for K 
separate colouring, brightness and contrast. £279.96 Cash Bac 
Soft fade-in or fade-out of picture and 


sound. 


£179.94 


_ | WHEN YOU PURCHASE THE 


 VIDEONICS | 


DirectED 
: ON PRODUCTION OF THIS. VOUCHER. 
B78 £79.95 Only. 1 voucher per person per purchase. 
Universal Scart Lead Set 19.95 Voucher expires 31st March 1989 i 
This Cash Back Voucher will be authorised if 


payment for the goods has been received in full. 
FEE LST BSE Boe 
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JESSOP VIDEO 
CENTRES 


BLANK TAPES noon sar torino) Nea 


E30 E60 E120 E180 E195 E240 

AGFA + ie 279° 200 4.50 Me keeweys 500 L750 
FUJI 2.96 3.30 3.75 2.99 4.50 5.26 AGFA : ee 
JVC 3.09 3.34 3.35 2.99 3.90 4.20 KODAK (HGX) — j 
KODAK — 2.99 3.50 2.99 550 | FUJI TAPE BZIP) 1125 1250 L500 SCOTCH (EXG) 4.26 4.99 


SPECIAL AGFA ; 
SCOTCH (EG) — 3.00 2.95 3.75 6.25. |° croneegn avi ohh een Ganvaas Gale L500 L750 


lata ee ere 4 3.72 | E180 Twin pack KODAK 199 275 365 SCOTCH 5.90 6.95 
7 hae aa ani a: " £5.99 SCOTCH(EG) 3.35 3.75 (Ed) 5001750 
Cie Read £120 £180 E240 E120 £180 EC30S || BASF = i SCOTCH 3.50 4.99 
AGFA 3.80 3.99 - JVC 5.95 6.95 5.35 POLAROID - : KODAK — __ 3.99 
BASF 274 299 449 SCOTCH 5.90 695 — U MATIC FUJI 


POLAROID —- 399 — KODAK E180 } SCOTCH TWIN PACKS Fixcs.20 10.27 


SUPER KCA- ; 
E60 £120 E180 E240 EC30 TRIPLE PACK] = £180 £5.98 CA-20.. 8.83 


2 £4.26 [| KCA-30 10.99 
FUJI 3.75 4.75 5.26 - 4.99 KODAK E180 £9.99 — KCA-60 14.81 


Jvc — 435 4.49 i (Eastman Pro) VCC TAPES : 
KODAK (XHG) — -—- 4.60 £6.54 FREE BASF 480 £7.90 pees Nig 
SCOTCH (EXG) — 4.26 499 ne SG eo ee 
E120 E180 E240 ry, RETURN J kodak 6.50 8.25 9.95 | visc £8.95 
EC30 SUPER SUPER XG Scotch 6.35 8.25 9.95 

3.99 Pe ae COMPACT [ET[ela) ruie1s0f FLIGHT Sony 5.99 6.99 8.99 § VIDEO TAPES 
5:26: 6: PSSamESS GRADE PRO _6.90 Bauer — 875 11.50) POST & 

= 895 - TO THE 


SCOTCH 5.26 - — POLAROID Fuji 6.24 7.95 8.95 PACKING 


=." 6.867: 
: Jvc 4.60 5.35 4.99 Polaroid 6.25 7.95 8.95 £2.00 
4.50 4.90 FUJI 4.99 USA 


POLAROID. - 3.35 


SONY DSSONY90BB 
Oo Sm Barrer CCDF340 CCDF330 £65.95 


BELTS CCDV90 
DS4AHSONYB 


SONY 
CCDV100 CCDV50 £78.99 
CCDV30 CCDV7/8 


sve DS4AHCB 
GRC 1, 2, 7,9, 11 GR 45/GRA30 £69.00 


PANASONIC DS4AHNCB 


MC6/M7 MSI/MS1 £69.00 
JESSOP VIDEO CENTRES 


ABERDEEN 31/33 Market Street 0224 573 140 LONDON 67-69 New Oxford Street WC1 01 240 6077 
BIRMINGHAM 69 Smallbrook Queensway 021 632 6831 LONDON (City Branch) 121 Cannon St EC4 01 626 1021 
BOURNEMOUTH 10 Albert Road 0202 296021 MANCHESTER 11 St Mary's Gate 061 834 8132 
BRADFORD 6 Bank Street 0274 393262 MIDDLESBROUGH 7 Newport Road 0642 230707 
BRIGHTON 125 Queens Road 0273 21493 NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 17 Newgate St 091 261 8280 
BRISTOL 98 Whiteladies Road Clifton 0272 742914 NORTHAMPTON 1 Abington Square 0604 230490 
BRISTOL 8 St Augustine's Parade 0272 293978 NORWICH.9 Westlegate 0603 617724 
CAMBRIDGE 38-39 Green Street 0223 323511 NOTTINGHAM 32 Market Street 0602 418586 
CARDIFF 41 The Hayes 0222 394567 OXFORD 63 George Street 0865 790086 
COVENTRY 21A Cross Cheaping 0203 229528 PETERBOROUGH 8 Cowgate 0733 558728 
CROYDON 12 Norfolk House Wellesley Road 01 686 9565 PLYMOUTH Armada Centre 0752 672287 
DERBY 1 The Spot 0332 290419 PLYMOUTH 102 Cornwall Street 0752 669282 
DONCASTER 12 Cleveland Street 0302 341323 POOLE 91 The Dolphin Centre 0202 676289 
DUNDEE 33 Overgate 0382 202763 = PORTSMOUTH 15 Arundel Street 0705 822831 
EDINBURGH 27 Shandwick Place 031 2299854 READING 7 Duke Street 0734 508755 


GLASGOW 167 Hope Street 041 248 2457 = SHEFFIELD 21 Market Place 0742 755275 
GLOUCESTER The Oxbode 0452 300689 SLOUGH 26 Queensmere Centre 0753 693094 
HANLEY (S-O-T) 6 Charles St East Precinct 0782 286621 SOUTHAMPTON 19 East Street 0703 638753 


HULL 15 Jameson Street 0482 226956 SUNDERLAND 57A Fawcett Street 091 510 0881 


IPSWICH 51 Buttermarket 0473 210436 SWANSEA 6 Bellevue Way 0792 456332 
uaran ee an KINGSTON-ON-THAMES Ceres Court Fife Rd 015465622 TAUNTON 1 St James Street 0823 272986 
LEEDS 51-53 Wade Lane Merrion Centre 0532 430900 WINCHESTER 75 Parchment Street 0962 53982 
LEICESTER Photo Centre Hinckley Road 0533 530121 WOLVERHAMPTON 10/11 Queen Street 0902 310758 
LEICESTER 43 Granby Street 0533 556468 WORCESTER 30 The Cross 0905 723400 


for TV, video and audio equipment LIVERPOOL 19/21 Williamson Street 051.709 7887 YEOVIL 57 Middle Street 0935 76776 


LONDON 11 Frognal Parade.Finchley Rd NW3 =-01 794.8786. YORK 2 Piccadilly 0904 645126 


All mail order enquiries only to our NATIONWIDE COMPETITIVE PRICES -HUGE INSTANTCREDIT Due to circumstances 

Distribution Warehouse: Jessop SECURITY DELIVERY STOCKSAVAILABLEINALL . AVAILABLE beyond our control all our 
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The versatile AT9000 
series mono/stereo 
range 


in case of product unavailability call our credit card tele- 
sales PRY Sem. adding £2.00 ptp. 


The only complete transducer family 
CARTRIDGE * HEADPHONE ¢ MICROPHONE ® VITAL LINKS 


(/) audio-technica’ 


CUINNOVATION CIPRECISION [INTEGRITY 
Technica House, Lockwood Close, LEEDS LS11 5UU. Tel 0532 771441 


MAIL ORDER WELCOMED — QUOTE THE PRODUCT, & CREDIT CARD NO. 


SOLAR ELECTRONICS 


MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 
1 ROSSINGTON STREET, LONDON E5 8SP DELIVERY UK & MAINLAND 


TEL: 01-806 0646 TELEX: 266826 FAX: 01-806 7723 


@ HITACHI 


SONY Panasonic @sanvo JIVE FUJIX aim + Caner 


SAVE Lif’ —/YN 
CCDF330 CCDF340 CCD9P5 CCDV200 
CAMCORDER VIDEO 8 CAMCORDER VHS & VHS/C 
Sori COB AID: esac nc casetinl gu fedvag Babs wee £745 PME chee cck-ove ae sccenpar tin sacha atten £780 
Sony CCD F340 In Stock..........:0c0c0eeee £899 DASGRAS cee ail eee cdoaans £SALE 
Sony CCD SP5 NEW .....5....--:sseeeeeee res £985 Panasonic NVMGG vi is siecais ses cengneibaeeess £799 
Sony COUVIOOR a6 2.22 hog th ee £1265 Panasonic NVMC10. .........ccccceeereeeeeeees £935 
Sony EV-DT1 NEW ........ceseoeedoectesrerete £750 hits GREE : bac Lous seasbaominn dyurever ems £800 ¢ 
SanyOWMPSP. ov ccavgciescsckscores Mb aaces £825 Eibachi VIMAT bv nciag sp ous tewentate £799 
Sanyo VMP5P NEW. ..........0:0ceeeee £SALE EiHeihy VIMEO baa bss wdevecnewvsenateanatins £SALE | 
Fuji PG10 ...........ceeceeeaeteceseeeneeeeetee denne £789 Panasonic NVM7 _ .........-.cseeeeeeeenee eee es £1055 
CAA 1O. ate HRD a eves oat dee ae £799 Panasonic NVM sii sss esa cswecer sede cer eceas £1330 
CaHNOMPOD, cncsciecll YS Mi ecdn onesies ESALE —- FerguSonFCO8 ............secceeereees £SALE re 
AKAI NEC PANASONIC 
Akai VS-23EK  ............ £285. NECDX1000............... £360 PanasonicNVG40......... £315 
Akai VS-35EK ......... SALE NECDX3000................ £599  PanasonicNVG45......... £345 
Akai VS-55EK ....2....-- £345. NECDX1200PIP ......... £350 Panasonic NVD48 PIP... £420: ea 
Akai VS-66EK PIP......... £465 NECNQ0565 ...............- £250 Panasonic NVD50......... £699 
Akai VS-H77EK Nicam £SALE Panasonic NVF51...... £SALE 
Maver i wo 
Eon ap ‘a B10 £329 WG ) 
Ferguson FV20R ...... £SALE > JVC HRD 370EK ......... £289 
Ferguson FV21R ...... ESALE MITM17SUHS-B20 ... £355  jVCHRD4OOEK ...... £SALE O 
Ferguson FV22L. ...... fSALE MIT M17SUHS-B30_ ... £389 JVC HRD SOOEK ......... £335 & 
Ferguson FV26D ......... £415 JVC HRD 700EK PIP ... £415 rl 
Ferguson FV14M .......... £620 JVC HRD 750EK Nicam£SALE 
HITACHI SHARP JVC HRD 530EK Nicam £620: OEE: 
aves Sharp VCA140 ...........- £255 JVC HR-S5000 S/VHS...- £900 
Hitachi VT-520 ............ £299 Sharp VCA5011_......... £330 ] 
Hitachi VT-530. ......... £SALE Sharp VCD501 ......... £SALE ey 
Hitachi VT-522 ......... €SALE Sharp VC7310H .......... 365 SOLAR ELECTRONICS WILL TRY = 
Hitachi VT-550 ............ £699 TO BEAT OR MATCH ANY | DN 
SONY PRICE AT YOUR TIME OF 
Sony SLF25VB .........-+: cosg - SANYO PURCHASE 
Sony SLV201.........5+: SALE. VHR-3100 ............... SSALE 
Sony SLV401...........0+. £535. VHR-3300 ............... £SAL 
Sony SLV801 PIP ...... €SALE VHR-DS500............... £SALE MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 
Sony SLV800VB. ........- £865 _ VHR-D4350 ............ £SALE TEL: 01-806 0646 


DISCOUNT VIDEO TAPES 


MAXELL & SONY P590 


MAXELL EC-30 
JVC E180 CASSETTE 
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SNILLOH 
Y3dHO TIVIN 


9790 908-10 


Tokina 
VIDEO CONVERTERS 
S ACCESSORIES 


Fill the frame with Tokina Converters. 
Give yourself a wider angle for indoor 
parties or bring your nature & sports 
subjects closer. 

Tokina already No. 1 for SLR cameras 
bring you their new Video range. 


vC-40 4X 


Teleconverter 


Gives you a four 

times bigger picture, 
making you feel your 
right up in the sports 
action. 


VC-55 5.5X 


Teleconverter 


With 5.5 
magnification even 
the moon seems 

closer. 


1.5X 0.68X 


Twin Pack Tele and 
Wide Angle Converter 


1.5X for Sports Shoots 


0.6SX for party and 
indoor scenes 


Teleconverter 


vC-50 
2.5 - 5X Zoom 
Teleconverter 


Total freedom for 
animal observation 
using the zoom. 


Capture your child in 
a double-size close- 
up or pin point your 
sports stars. 


Video 
Duplicator 


Transer your 
35mm slides 
on to Video tape. 


Is your attic and cupboards full of 
cine film & 35mm slides? 


We'll transfer them with Tokina’s 
Video Duplicators and transfer kit. 


For further details on the above products just fill in the 
coupon below and send it to: Introphoto, Priors Way. 
Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2HR 


Video 
Transfer Kit 


Transfer the whole 
image without hot 
spots from 

cine-film, slides or 
photos. 


Name 
Address 


Postcode 
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arvVivila 
Ava, AT @ 


aw 


with all the 
famous names 
at really 
competitive 


40 lines - 24hr Answerphone _ 
ge [a w t @ 
my a | me | le : > Y , a . y 7 I FF m yy” ¢ aa 
| EeDJERE WW EQ te 
Grange Valley - Haydock - ST.HELENS - WA11 OXE 
Telephone - 0744 - 611611 - 24hr 
Fax - 0744-26592 Telex - 627057 - FwickG 


13-15 Market Gate - LANCASTER Tel - 0524 - 841184 
31 St. Werburgh Street - CHESTER Tel - 0244 - 43400 
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gan [PORTABLE VIDEO 
pede cole ba PORTABLE VIDEO 
HSB30 HS349 CANON 

PANASONIC VME2  VME70 
NVG40 NVG45 VEM708 

NVG48 NVD80 FERGUSON 

SONY FC04 COS 

SLV201  EVS800 Jvc 
GRUNDIG SANYO GR45 
VS520__VS540 VHR4160 VHR4350 PANASONIC 
HITACHI VHRDS500 MC10 MC7 
VT520 -VT530 MC6 
‘VT522 -VT430 
PIONEER 
VR727 TOSHIBA 


Fv21 FV26 FV395 


SHARP 

VCT310 VCA5011 SONY 
vcD801 CCDF330 CCDV90 
CCDF340 
MINOLTA 


uve 
HRD320EK  HRD400EK Bi0OR CIE: Co0e 


HRD500EK = HRD700EK 

HRD750EK ~ HRDS30EK 

PHONE US BEFORE YOU BUY! WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 
OTHER PRICE YOU HAVE BEEN QUOTED. 


>.4 i 0 RT: WE CAN SUPPLY VIDEO & TV SUITABLE FOR 
= ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. RING FOR DETAILS 


SANYO 
VMD3P_ VMDS5P 


oe 
# 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


SONY F330 


Lightweight, high speed shutter 
Low light operation down to 7 lux 


£2,000 INSTANT CREDIT! NO 
DEPOSIT, 4 YRS TO PAY — WRITTEN 
DETAILS ON REQUEST 


OPEN SUNDAY 9-6 pm 


LATE NIGHT FRIDAY TILL 8.00 PM 
PANASONIC M7 JVC 
GR45 


Full size VHS 
MAIL ORDER 


Anywhere in the UK — Phone for details 
(0932) 854522, 851753, 843769 


244-256 STATION ROAD, 
ADDLESTONE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 


Aworld of difference 


EURO FOTO CENTRE 
4X VIDEO avo PHOTO SUPERSTORE 


OVER 10,000 LINES — VIDEO DEMONSTRATIONS AREA 
10% DISCOUNT WHEN YOU HOLD AN-EFC GOLD CARD — 
PERSONAL SERVICE FROM TRAINED PRODUCT MANAGERS — 


SONY — JVC — PANASONIC — CANON 
— BAUER — MINOLTA — PENTAX — 
VIVITAR — TAMRON — AMSTRAD — 
VIVANCO — KRAMER — REFLECTA — 
DSM — REMU — VIDEONICS — 
SUNPACK — SIGMA — KAISER — 
KOBARON — OPTEX — UNOMAT — 
VELBON — SLIK — ETC — ETC. 


Why spend hours looking for your video and photo requirements when you can come to Euro Foto 
Centre and find it all under one roof. Not only do we have over 10,000 lines in stock but everything is ° 
on display for you to see and examine. If you need help our team of product managers are only too 
pleased to be of assistance. 


Only at Euro Foto Centre can you obtain the exclusive EFC gold card giving you 10% discount off 


all your purchases no matter how large or small. Just think how much more that you would save 
during a year. Membership is just £25 a year and you can join when you call in and obtain your 
discount right away. 

We have our own large free car park plus refreshment and rest area to help make your visit a 
shopping pleasure. 


ASK US FOR PRICES ALL ROADS LEAD TO EFC— 
ON YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC Easy to Shop at Easy to Find 
REQUIREMENTS | Leave at Mé intersection 


_. following signs to M4 
London & Heathrow. 
From M4: 

Leave motorway 

| Junction 4 foiow Sige for 
| West Drayton and 
Uxbridge on A408. Once 


lags flying outside EFC ; 
be are next to Queensway 
on A408). 


From M40: 


. ve cho at 
: Jon 1 (Denham 
and follow 


signs 0 Usb to Uxbridge. Then 


defreccead We West Drayton- 
Heathrow. Just over 1 
oog on the ent ae Mu see 


Euro Foto Centre, High Road, Cowley, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. Tel: (0895) 448224 
Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30; Free parking 


the flags 
wen EFC ae oy Bi Guecensan: 


oe oe UK ada 
PANASONIC 


SONY 


CCD F330 
CCD F340 
CCD V200 


BAUER BOSCH 


VCC 606AF 
VCC 616AF 
VCC 826AF 
VCC 550AF 


£669.00 
£1489.00 


£799.00 
£899.00 
£1099.00 
£1349.00 


£729.00: 
£849.00 


@ ALL STOCK INCLUDES UK GUARANTEE @ NEXT DAY DELIVERY MAIL ORDER @ 


332 HIGH STREET 
ORPINGTON, KENT 
TEL: 0689 77991 

FAX: 0689 75424 


LIMITED 


TECHNICS — PHILIPS — NEC — AKAl — SHARP — CANON — FERGUSON —JVC 


PARK MALL 


REFLEX CAMERAS | asuroro, ent 


TEL: 0233 610611 
FAX: 0233 610609 


WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY PRICE 
ON TV — VCR - HI-FI 
— CAMCORDERS — MICROWAVES 


SPECIALIST IN CAMCORDERS 
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IN STOCK AT VERY SPECIAL PRICES 


DDX. 
01-577 0935 (24hr ans. mach.) 01-568 0877 


TECHNICS — PHILIPS — NEC — AKAIl — SHARP — CANON — FERGUSON 
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7 MITSUBISHI 
: HITACHI i 
z MTSOO ete ces becestots ctstareesuabited HSB <= 
fe) VIS8Os Paki. ro) 
re NTS 22 U3 .on fs. 
| VT580 | 
zc VMC30 = 
i MG00 TE eee PHONE? /SUVi201. 0 07 Cosel cae ee. UK’sBESTPRICE =] 
re . ri ade A Sa UK’sBESTPRICE YD 
=z CPTISES BUVBOI es anos UK’sBESTPRICE © 
= C808 SONY TV’s r 
CPT2! Sony KV27XAT ......eteee: UK'sBESTPRICE | 
| fete ONE Sony TOV saslevanniecnnes cnn UK’s BEST PRICE 
oO (10 months ee free credit on alll Hitachi TV's Sony KVX25T .........eeee UK’sBESTPRICE "J 
> PANASONIC SONY CAMCORDERS S$ 
= NGPADIS Sc cstuaren laces. crete anctabisee SALE SonyCCDV90..............05.. UK’sBESTPRICE fii 
| NVG-45B .o.oescssctsstse Uk's BEST PRICE Sony CCDV200 ............... UK’sBESTPRICE [mM 
oO SUPER VHS CENTRE NVG-808..... ee a geah ae ia 
TBS th ovat cuce on U 
5 MULTI SYSTEM NVECBBY ov ccityccenisics UK's BEST PRICE PP 
@ C210 KMB 21” mult-sys rem-control PHONE NVM-C10_ UK’s BEST PRICE wes > 
S$ C140 KM 14” multi-sys rem-control PHONE WORLD WIDE EXPORT L = = 
Panasonic — Hitachi — JVC — NEC — Sharp — 
= Ta" Saiye video's at uns est ries AILORDER 
l UK’S BEST PRICES Just quote your Access/Visa No. for immediate despatch. HOTLINE | 
Sy MULTI-SYSTEM TV’s and VIDEO nL, MIX 16 ST JOHN'S RD., i 
= 
e 8 01-577 0935 fi 
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Specialists in Quality Video equipment and accessories 


<, 
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NATIONAL VIDEO 2 


a’ 


(A) North of Birmingham (0925) 65210 (B) South of Birmingham 021 526 6599 


Panasonic Ho Video 


AS LEADERS IN VHS VIDEO CONSTRUCTION QUALITY, PANASONIC HAVE LAUNCHED THEIR 1989 
HOME RECORDER RANGE ON THE UNSUSPECTING COMPETITION. NOW, NATIONAL VIDEO HAS 
SOLVED THE SINGLE PROBLEM WHICH FACED THE PANASONIC LOVER — Price! 

RING TODAY FOR AN UNBEATABLE DEAL WITHOUT THE SACRIFICE OF QUALITY AFTER-SALES 
SERVICE; AND REMEMBER, TEN DAY DESPATCH AT NO CHARGE IS Guaranteed AT NATIONAL 
VIDEO — Or your money back! 


NV-G40b 
Enter the quality world of Panasonic! Aluminium Diecast chassis, Quartz Direct-Drive motors, Electronic 
tuning and HQ circuitry combine to produce these hardwearing machines. 

The story doesn't end there! NV-G40 offers a host of features including the now famous LCD Digital 
Scanner timer programmer, three head picture search, noise-free still and slow motion and an accurate 
Real-Time electronic counter. An advanced remote handset and four event timer make this model 
untouchable at the price we intend selling it! RING ASAP AND THEN KEEP THE SECRET! 


NV-G45b ; 

Now our Best-selling recorder, the G45 has many improvements on its budget version. Four head Super 
Still/Advance/Variable Slow and high clarity Picture search with lock. An eight event timer avails itself to 
Seu recording facility, and electronic Time Search & Syncro Edit simplify operation. BEST EVER 


NV-D48b ; 

Watch television & video at the same time with this models High Technology Picture-in-Picture facility, 
multiple tasking special effects generator and pital Intro Scan search features. Double speed & Reverse 
playback functions. UNBEATABLE DISCOUNT! 


NV-G25b1 

Offering nine high quality playback modes, using its practical & elegant dial, the G25 offers the best tape 
transport facilities for the professional editor (or portamant) whilst enabling up to Eight hours of High 
Quality recording. PRICE SOON UNREPEATABLE! 


NV-D80b1 Taped 
THE ULTIMATE VHS! 90db Hi-Fi Stereo, Digital Scanner, Four heads, Dual speed, 8 event timer, Digital 
special effects, Index search, Intro! Scan, Recording level control, Audio dub, Multiple transport + 
automatic functions & more! OUR PRICE IS EVEN LESS BELIEVABLE! 


NV-FS1b 

Again, Mellen Video brings you latest S-VHS technology at the lowest price around — & we have them 
in stock too! 

Super VHS features: 400 line horizontal resolution & broadcast quality amorphous heads. 90db Hi-Fi 
Stereo sound with integral NICAM decorder for off-air stereo broadcasts (soon!) 

foe styling and a never ent list of functions make the NV-FS1 S-VHS incomparable. STUNNING 
LAUNCH PRICE AT NATIONAL! 


i 


. 


Mitsubishi Home Video : 


THE 1989 RANGE OF MITSUBISHI HOME VIDEO RECORDERS HAS CERTAINLY CAUSED A RIPPLE 
THROUGHOUT THE INDUSTRY. NEVER BEFORE HAS A QUALITY VIDEO MANUFACTURER, WITH THE 
‘SAFE MARKET’ THAT SUCH A POSITION HOLDS, BROKEN RANK AND OFFERED SUCH AN 
OUTSTANDING LEVEL OF FEATURES AT gtd PRICES. TECHNOLOGY REALLY IS CHEAP, AS 
THEY SAY! NOT AS CHEAP AS NATIONAL VIDEO WOULD HAVE IT, THOUGH. OUR REPUTATION FOR 
PUTS TANOING VALUE AND SERVICE DOES NOT ALLOW US TO SELL AT SHOP PRICES, HOWEVER 


HS710b 

National Video has made a scoop purchase of these combined portable VHS recorder/tuner/timer/ 

chargers so highly favoured by schools and other large users. 

Offering not a light, but a very manageable integrated recording system, the HS-710 offers a standard 
HS camera input socket, integral battery charger and exchangeable mains unit. 

Coupled with an electronic 16 preset tuner, four event timer and a full remote control handset, the 

system becomes a vey attractive (and easil fei home recorder — minus all usual interconnecting 

leads. PHONE TODAY FOR THIS ONCE ONLY OFFER! 


HS-B10 

Awell built, three head HO-VHS recorder with full remote timer handset, the B10 is priced as a basic, but 
presented as an advanced machine. Features include: Auto-tracking, gy eg Eight 
event on-screen timer, x70 forward/rewind, index + time search. AN OUTSTANDING PRICE 
NORMALLY — ONLY NATIONAL CAN IMPROVE ON THAT. 


HS-B20 

Offering all that of the HS-B10, the B20 goes a few steps further. The main improvement is a stunner; a 
remote control that not only enables programming away from the equipment via its LCD display and eight 
event memory, but will ‘learn’ up to fifteen functions from any other infrared handsets you may have, be 
they television, video, hi-fi or light switch! Detailed on-screen transport & timer displays keep you well 
informed of whats ha ening. whilst you can enter the exact position on the tape you wish to move to- 
Amazing! BE AMAZED FURTHER — EITHER RING NATIONAL VIDEO NOW OR READ ON... 


HS-B30 ; 

Yes, it can get better! The HS-B30 goes beyond a joke & knows more functions than even the best 
Salesman can remember. 

Now, special functions are further improved by no less than four digitally tracking heads — and it shows. 
Eight hour recording capability is standard, giving an effective search speed of 140 times normal 
pia back! Finally, address search has been added to enable you to highlight those important moments. 


MITSUBISHI 
VIDEO 


ORDERS DESPATCHED WITHIN 10 DAYS 
— Guaranteed — OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


100 


(10 pack) 


£2.50 cach/£2.40 cach/£2.30 each 
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VHS MOVIE 


MAIN SERVICE AGENT FOR 


Panasonic 


We think we've thought of everything. 


Panasonic Camcorders 


NV-MC5b gee 
VHS Format Camcorder, Practial design, HO, Piezo Autofocus and Twin speed recording. Extremely 
Lightweight-only 1.5kg! Now replaced by NV-MC6, the price is even less printable! ! 


NV-MC6b 

Latest VHS-C addition, combines sleek styling with affordable luxury. Autofocus, 10lux Lowlight, 6x 
Zoom & Highspeed shutter. An outstanding price includes all system accessories; hard case, strap, AC 
adaptor, charger, battery, and more. RING TODAY!! 


NV-MC10b . ; 

Fiagship VHS-C model. Eight head HQ quality, macro lens, insert editing and Lowlight CCD image sensor 
make this a connesieurs machine. Full system accessories included plus new Character Generator. ALL 
AT AN UNBELIEVABLE SAVING ON SHOP PRICES! 


NV-MC7b 

This now famous Full-Size VHS camcorder delivers performance rivaling that of professional machines. 
Although heavier than VHS-C, the NV-M7 is easy to both handle and use, whilst being feature packed for 
the enthusiast. LOWEST EVER PRICE! 


NV-MC1b 

As a main dealer, we can now offer the first S-VHS camcorder to be made available in Britain. Over 400 
line horizontal resolution, 420k pixel definition and TV industry amorphous video heads combine to 
produce the best VHS et ovat Professional features include 10:1 Zoom, 7lux Lowlight and Multiple 
shutter speeds, AN AMAZING SAVING ON LATEST MODEL!! 


Panasonic Pro-Video 
NV-180b 


This professional VHS portable recorder is renowned for its unbeatable results. Compact and 
Lightweight, it carries immense accessory su por with 2 hour battery charge, insert editing, audio dub 
pi ree eens ne ark Show MDa. IRGET THE RETAIL PRICE, FORGET THE SHOP PRICE 


UW-ET180b 
Convert your NV180 into a full home system with this advanced Tuner/Timer. Offering full system 
remote, an eight event timer, and mains supply to your recorder. — THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS! 


WVP-F10 system 

A professional component video camera accommodating a wide range of video applications. Massive 
range of hata support accessories. 380 line horizontal resolution, 7lux Lowlight and TTL Autofocus. 
8:1 f1.4 Power Zoom Lens & 334k Pixel detail. Also available with 12:1 f1.6 Macro lens at 10lux 
capability. BOTH MODELS AND ALL ACCESSORIES AT UNREPEATABLE LOW PRICES!!! 


WJ-MX10 

This High-Technology Digital AV mixer brings you full audio & video production facilities inc Digital frame 
synchronisation, Paint and Mosaic effects with optional Colour character generator. PROFESSIONAL 
EQUIPMENT AT A BUDGET PRICE — DIAL NOW! 


Canon 


Canon Camcorders 


THE CANON PEDIGREE IN ELECTRONICS IS SECOND TO NONE, AND SINCE-ENTERING THE 8mm 
CAMCORDER MARKET, THEY HAVE PROVED IT YET AGAIN. EQUIPMENT OUTSTANDING IN ITS 
CONSTRUCTION QUALITY, PRICE AND EASE OF USE HAS PROVED POPULAR WITH EVERYONES 
TASTE FOR TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE. 

NOW, WITH AFTER—SALES SERVICE NOT NORMALLY ASSOCIATED WITH MAIL ORDER RETAILERS, 
NATIONAL VIDEO BRINGS YOU THESE SUPERB MODELS AT UNBEATABLE DISCOUNT PRICES. 
Ring the rest, and then ring the best — National Video. 


E70 system ' 

By incorporating a Fully Automatic Programme Mode, enabling a ‘Switch-on, Point and shoot' operation, 
Canon have made this a camcorder that ANYONE can use. Infrared autofocus, 1000th of a second 
Shutter speed and a 7lux Lowlight capability make using it truly childsplay, whilst an image-enhancing 
ccD om makes childsplay less potentially expensive. (Should that urge come to film a close-up of the 
sun! 

However, the E70 is by no means basic, offering an electronic full information viewfinder, 6:1 Power 
zoom lens, Fade control, Edit, Self timer & an intervalometer. Quite advanced after all! We supply the 
E78 asa corte system, including Power adaptor, ae. pack, RF unit, ee charger and Shoulder 
strap. HIGH TECHNOLOGY, LOW PRICE — VERY LOW. RING NATIONAL VIDEO NOW. 


E708 system ' 

A truly professional 8mm camera thats a High band 8mm Hi-Fi video recorder as well! An outstandingly 
impressive list of (all useful) features go to make the system outstanding value-for-money. Multiple 
transport functions, wireless controller, Two speed shutter, 8:1 Power zoom with Macro and Tele- 
Macro, Character generator and auto-date functions. 

420,000 Extra-high resolution CCD image sensor, fine detail edge enhancement and a Canon multi-layer 
Coated lens all help to ensure that professional result. As always, National Video supply you with a full, 
ie Ad system, plus full after-sales advice and service. ALL YOU NEED 1S OUR LOW 


y 


We Welcome ACCESS/VISA/ 


Connect/Cheques/Lombard 


What Video May 1989 


There can be 
no Covel 


he truth must be told. SUPER-8 scan 
film gives you the best origination : 


quality for video production. That's 
why so many low-budget feature pro- 
ducers use it; that’s why ‘pop’ promos 
use it; that’s why the ‘commercials’ use it! 
They all- know that it’s the finest way to 
originate for video. SUPER-8 is now a truly © 
professional medium. 
And you can join in this professionalism with 
the quality NEW equiment detailed on these 
pages. If that’s not enough for you, just send £2 
for our unique WIDESCREEN HANDBOOK 
(refundable on your first purchase of £30, or more) 
which details all that’s best in Sues ee 


3O0axe 
CHINON 


Direct sound Super-8 
camera with automatic 
72-frame dissolve, mic. 

mix recording feature, 
safety power shut-down 
to prevent battery drain, 
dual LED “control panel”, 
manual/power operated f/1.2 
low-light 2.3x zoom lens, 
backlight control. ae tte with 
mic. Price (p&p £2.50) £156.50 


EUMIG $940 
multiprocess 


STEREO Super-8 sound projector using 
modern. highly integrated micro- 


a wide range of programming, control 
and check possibilities. 800ft. capacity, 
2 x 20 watts music, public address, 
stereo or twin track recording, duoplay 
automation, multiplay. system,. auto- 
mix, remote tape start, and many other 


features, send for leaflet 
or buy now (p&p £4) £895.00 


Beaulieu | 


Thére’s never been cameras like the new , parent 
Beaulieu range. Fully interchangeable ‘C’ ))} 
mount lenses, TTL metering on all lenses, 7008 PR e 
available with crystal lock. or direct sound - ’ 
facilities; range of speeds, optional 15x 
motorised zoom lens. S.A.E. brings leaflet. 


ACCESS/VISA no: 


bossa et Semone 01-935 2580 
What Video May 1989 


Mode! OOES sound (body ony) Fiei.0 7008 S 
(ORDER (ORY) eee 
! Send:me the following items: Complete the coupon in BLOCK LETTERS « ! WIDESCREEN 
ADRESS a et ca ep ! CENTRE 
! otessinedve ba WV 5/89 48, Dorset Street, London W1H 3FH 


processor/electronic system to provide}. 


Perispheric Video. 
51% 


Attaches to the 

front of most video 
cameras and 
transforms the image! 
to three times its 
normal coverage. 
Like a fisheye without 
distortion. 


GlasScreen 
PROFESSIONAL KIT 


The inexpensive system for transferring 
slides/film/text to video tape. 
Screen size — 15 x.11ins. 


GlasScreen 


POPULAR KIT 


Transfer your cine films or slides simpl 

and professionally with 

the new glass. screened 12985 90 INC 
popular kit. — VATE PP | 


Gig 
ri 4 Sten 


GlasScreen 


1.5x Tele converter 
for video cameras 


Phone your order for immediate despatch. 


1 Payment can 
be made by 
credit card. 


DINERS CLUB 


GEORGE ELLIOTT & SONS LTD. 
London Road, Westerham, KentTN161DR 
Telephone: (0959) 62198 


GEORGE ELLIOTT 


CAMCORDERS 


CCD v200 


EVS800 Video 8 Video S$(V401 I month, 8event VHS 
Cassette Recorde Video Recorder 

EVDT1 — 8mmVCRwithe’ Ty SLV8O1 365 day, Sevent VHS 

Video Recorder 


. CCD F330 co 
CCD F340 tian nice 


i se 3 | , 
one ee (Recs aaiicamee ester 
ae j ot j 
ae ‘ ‘ : i orts au lyca 
a 4 na CCD V90 Ha ndyc nee 
CCD V200 Full Fea 


AK AIS Surtousill ne Hi-Fi i Video 


VS.23EK VS.55EK VS.66EK VS.A77EK 
CT.2870 CT.2570 prep pacts, VS.A75EK | 


28” Digital Stereo FST CTV 
E708 & E70 CAMCORDERS 
ONIC UK VIDEOS 
Panasonic ™=:5:" yp neaneK 


Canon oh JIVG video 
CONTROL 420.000 PIXELS S CCD HR-D750EK 


25” Digital Stereo FST CTV AK AI 
pes AND QUALITY WITH REMOTE 


NVMC10B ‘C’ CASSETTE AUTO FOCUS CAMERA... 
NVD80B__—ODIGITAL_ vibEo PANASONIC NV-MS1B S\Vus| 


NVD48B _——ODIGITAL P/P VIDEO WITH DIGITAL SCANNER . 
NVG25B 8 HOUR RECORD/PLAY WITH DIGITAL SCANNER 
NVG45B = 8 HOUR RECORD/PLAY WITH DIGITAL SCANNER qs 
NVG40B LCD DIGITAL SCANNER ..........2........... } 

PANASONIC COLOUR VIDEO CAMERA \\ & -\ 

WVP F10E 100 SYSTEM CAMERA WITH AUTO FOCUS ....... b a 2h - ON LY 
WVP F10E 200 SYSTEM CAMERA .......................... mat 4 00 


PHONE FOR OUR LOWEST PRICES! 


= ELECTRO - CENTRE = 


109 & 244, SOHO ROAD, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM 24 
TEL: 021-523 2426, 021-523 9301. 


\ VIDEO CAMERA POWER cies > UNIT 
ALLOWS YOU TO CONNECT A 

CAMERA WITH 10 PIN LOAD rd VIDEOS 

NOT FITTED WITH CAMERA SOCKET 
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COMPUTER TITLES MADE EASY 


From the originators of domestic titling software 


Professional quality titles for your video films are so easy with the right software. Our customers 
write— 

“Perfect. Absolutely amazed at the tape, wonderful value for money’’. Mr. S. Snyder. (Notts) 
“Wouldn't be without it’—WMr. R. Nye. (Chatham) 

“Greatly improved my video. productions, giving them a far more professional appearance'’— 
Mr. G. Sweeny. (Middlesex) 

“Fantastic, brilliant’—-Mr. R. Hickling (Notts) 

“A snip at the price’’—WHAT VIDEO (May '87) 

SUPERINTRO for the 48K or 128K Spectrum has multi-size text in four character styles. Fade, 
wipe, dissolve, cut or scroll your titles on individually controlled pages. Auto/manual timing. 
GRAPHIC DECORATIONS! Automatic line spacing and much more. Quick and easy to use. 
Superintro is a favourite around the world with professional and amateur film makers. 


YOUR TITLES CAN BE 


COPYRIGHT 
HALL VIDEO 
PRODUCTIONS 

Nee 


NEW RELEASE! 


PROTITLEFt is now available. More power, more capacity, more of everything! Any line of text 
can be any size, any font, any colour, anywhere on screen. NO PRESET PAGES! Up to four 
screen effects between each line. 40 effects! Including 16 scrolls, pattern generators, curtain 
effects, arid best of all, you can draw your own backgrounds! (Drawing program supplied.) 
Mr Anderson of Newton Abbot writes—''l thought you would have an awful job to improve on 
“Superintro” but ‘Protitler’ is fantastic. | just can't leave it alone!” 
Full instructions are supplied for successfully recording the coi puter RF signal on any domestic 
VCR or: you can fit your computer with a COMPOSITE VIDEO socket for direct connection. 
For thre 128+ and 128+2 we supply a plug-in adaptor. 
For all 48K and the new 128+3 (disc drive) we supply a small socket which requires soldering 
into the computer. (An easy DIY job). Full instructions are supplied. 
PRICES 
EXISTING CUSTOMERS NOTICE 
Update to PROTITLER at 
super low price!—Call us! 


SU,PERINTRO 
PFROTITLER 
413/128+3 Socket 
128+/128+2 Adaptor 
Special offer. Both programs + socket or adaptor. Just £35. 
All prices include postage in EEC. Add £1 for airmail anywhere. 
Phone your order if using ACCESS, EUROCARD or MASTERCARD. 
COD is available in GB ‘only for an extra £2. 
Phone (8.30 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. GMT Mon-Sat) and we will send you more details or send a 
cheque/postal order for VERY prompt delivery. 


Available only from— 


HALL VIDEO PRODUCTS 
147 Gladstone St. Winsford, Cheshire CW7 4AU 
Phone 0606 551925 


Department VPX 
61a New Road 
Chippenham 
Wilts SN15 1ES 
(0249) 660033 


Are you a MACRO 
manic-depressive? 


Hyer) giana 2) Lens too close 


Tele: je Reverser type CXS: For video- ot ti 
is poe te sume on wratet| Loven ieing 4) General irritability! 


itive pictures. Spores by pated the vas conecson 
bee a iia or camcorder to a colour monitor or video recor D 
Because it converts black print into white | Solve all of these problems with a Pro-X lens unit 
ary backgrounds into dark, with full chroma reversals ie yellow CU3-49. Fits all cameras and camcorders with 
to blue, reds to greens and vice versa, stunning professional looking 
titles can ned, from simple mock-ups cut from magazines, 
newsprint etc. Input ( 
ie 240V ac. 


eneral 
Vionics 


for your Video Pro-Extras 


mm thread — simply Seren On in — Scales 
down the normal focus range of camcorder to a more 
rom the camera) and output are BNC. Operates) Workable distance of about 12” giving greater mag- 


A oe ouch is incorporated so that Tele-neg may 
line. £3 p+p. Model CX8 as above th | fra wv op 
Price £114.99 £3 p+p. 


6” Colour Monitor/TV type TVC-612. Small enough for tripod mounting page 


but with, a screen size which allows true qualitative assessment o 
camera white-balance focussing etc: Line audio and video in/outputs or 
TV reception/recording. Ideal for editing, titling. Operates from 12V DC 
or 240 AC via adaptor supplied. 

Price £174.99 + £3 p+p. Tripod adaptor £3.95 + 50p. 


nification than ‘macro’ function (but without distor- 
tion!) whilst retaining full zoom and focus control of 
camera lens; eg. zoom up and fill a TV screen with 
a postage stamp! Zoom back and view a half 
from this magazine! Ideal for copying ran- 
Fri sized photos, art work etc. Perfect for ving 
oi titles that elusive professional look. 

ee plus 50p p+p. Adaptor rings for other lar 

sizes 


Pro-X Video - Audio - Television Connectors 

(Add p+p to orders in this section) 
 PX25 SCART to 5 DIN+1 BNC .. £8.95 PXe SCART to SCART 
PX29 SCART to 5 DIN+2 BNC . £9.95 PX20SCARTto8 DIN 


PX37 BNC to Phono (1.5m)... 


£3.95 PX33BNCto VHF (1 a ERS 


£8.95  PX28 SCART to : BNC + 2 Phono£9.95 
.. £7.95 — PX32 BNC to BNC £4.45 
£4.45 PX35 Phono to Phono (1.5m) ..... £3.45 


BNC ‘T’ piece £4.95 BNC Line coupler £3.45 Headphones — — compact, folding type in case, 3.5mm £9.95 
Phono socket to 3.5mm jack plug lead — _ For audio monitoring on Panasonic M7 Camcorder £4.95 


rammable Infra-red Remote Controller 
ONDA type PRC6000UK: Controls video, TV, Tele-text, audio etc. Learns up to 96 Rede from other tga tony simply pointing one at 


the other. Keys are labelled in sensible plain English. Reviewed in ‘What 


1.95 plus £2.00 p+p. 


Calling all M7/MS1 Camcorder owners! our extemal Video and Audio Line input 
q fit service is available for M7 and MS1 camcorders. With this conversion, your camcorder becomes an editing suite in its own right 


from other ar or VCRs as well as video bey from electronic sources Glad pattern generators atc) can be insert 


. Video Woon ieee 
or — edited the 


carriage 


( .00 retur 
earphone socket, ea iris control, remote controlled zoom etc. Line audio and video inpat retrofit for the Panasonic MS1 SUPER 
Cameorder! is available at the Special Price £79.78 plus £6.00 ret carr. Phone or send a stamp for details. 


Fast Mail Order. Cash with order or C.0.D. Same day despatch 
Please make cheques etc payable to General Avionics and add post- 
age on items where indicated 


| We supply specialist electronics services to 


Government Departments and Multinational 


Companies 
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UNITRON DO IT AGAIN 
WITH THEIR 
VPA 03 DUBMASTER 


~ VPA 03 DUBMASTER 
DUBMASTER will provide red, green and blue colour correction - 
video level changes - enhancement - fade to black - key overlays 
at black and a ‘Dream’ fade to key signal. These facilities are all 
usable without having to convert to composite, thus retaining the 
high resolution signal. Conversion to composite for standard VCR 
inputs is possible and composite inputs can be converted to 
S-VHS or Y-C, allowing full processing en route. Likewise, VCR 
Hetrodyne dub signals can be handled - with the exception of 
colour tint - thus enabling DUBMASTER to be interfaced in edit 
systems to provide auto fade - ‘Dream’ face - video level 
correction - keying - colour correction - enhancement... 
‘dub level: 


PROCESSING OPTIONS: @Y-C 
@ Composite to Composite @ Y-C 
@ Composite to Y-C 


all at 

PRICE: £485 ex VAT 
to Y-C and Composite 
to Composite and Y-C 
@ Video dub to Video dub 


UNITRON SPG4 SYNC PULSE GENERATOR 

The SPG4 is a value-for-money sync pulse generator providing 
4 black burst outputs. The unit'can operate either as a self- 
contained SPG or be externally locked to another video source 
ie. genlock. 


PRICE £285 ex VAT 


TBA6 CONTROL BASE STATION 
The TBA6 TALKBACK SYSTEM is a flexible low cost system 
expandable up fo 6 communication stations ideal for studio use 
or portable situations. 


PRICE: 5275 ex VAT 


a = 
= : UNITRONAVD2.5 = 
= The UNITRON AVD2.5 is a high quality 2 channel, 10 output = 
= _ Stereo audio/video distribution amplifier. PRICES285exVAT = 
w a 
a B 


UNITRON CXLO1 TIMEBASE CORRECTOR 
The professional standard CXLO1 makes it possible now for the 
small production facility - commercial - private or educational - 
to produce creative and imaginative video programs. 


Arange of correction capabilities and a ‘floating’ mode facility 
make the processor well suited to provide pro-standard facilities 
in video mixing systems, duplication and multi-signal distribution 
networks. 


PRICE £985 standard unit 


For Further information contact 
Ray Whinchester on (0959) 71313 


183 SUNNINGVALE AVE, BIGGIN HILL, KENT, ENGLAND TN16 3TL 
TELEPHONE: (0959) 71313 (3 LINES) TELEX: 95358 MIXIN G FAX: 0959-76541 
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VIDEO DUPLICATING ENHANCER 


TRY BEFORE YOU PAY !! 
COPY ANY TAPE — GUARANTEED RESULTS EVERY TIME 


re AN ABSOLUTE MUST! 
FOR THE HOME VIDEO 
Our ENTHUSIAST 


oer viDb—Eo— 


ae VIDEO BUG BASHER’ 


CONTRAST PICTURE oo . 
Sephheel PA ingh oll Tremendous 


INTERFERENCE value and 
FILT 
performance!” 


VIDEO 
DUPLICATING ENHANCER | ieateeeneeet 


Very simple to use. Mains powered. ON LY £39 95] 
ENHANCE YOUR VIDEO COPIES AND 
GIVE THEM TOTAL STABILITY! cola ‘ 


BASHER 
CONNECTIONS: 


% AUTOMATIC SYNC-PULSE RESTORATION. 

% A.G.C. LEVEL STABILIZER. 

% VIDEO DETAIL ENHANCER — FROM SOFT TO SHARP. 
% VIDEO CONTRAST ENHANCER. 

% INTERFERENCE AND ‘NOISE’ FILTER. 


soarn 
q 
[== 


* Latest digital micro — chip technology. 
* Full 12 MONTH GUARANTEE. 


FOR YOUR FULL 10 DAY TRIAL 
PHONE OR WRITE TODAY ! 


PRONATIONAL TECHNOLOGY LTD., 


A 


cairestva OXON. OX8 3HE. TEL: 0993 
840260. 
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AN ABSOLUTE MUST FOR ALL VIDEO ENTHUSIASTS 
VU1000 VIDEO DUBBING AMPLIFIER AND 
CROSSOVER SWITCHING UNIT 


PRONATIONAL TECHNOLOGY LTD 
VU 1000 
VIDEO DUBBING 
AMPLIFIER AND 
{ CROSSOVER SWITCHING UNIT 


ONLY 


£42.95 


INC P & P 
& V.A.T. 


: - ‘ The VU 1000 Video Amplifier enables you to re-record from 
* Edit Tapes Quickly and Simply VCR1 and VCR2 and vice versa without replugging any 


* Eliminates Constantly Changing Leads _ connection. You can simply switch all the connections so the 


ria : : playback machine becomes the recorder, and the recording 
* Amplifies The Video Signal VCR becomes the playback machine. 
* Connections for Three V.C.R.s Tapes can be edited backwards and forwards without transfer- 
; ring any connections. 
* Mains Powered A further VCR can be connected to record the finished master. 
* Full 12 Month Guarantee Incorporates an amplifier to cut out losses in Video Signal. 


VIDEO AUDIO FADER AND MIXER 
SUPERB QUALITY, VALUE AND PERFORMANCE 


FADE VIDEO AND AUDIO IN OR OUT 
MIX IN BACKGROUND MUSIC AND VOICE OVER 


£39.95 


INC P & P 


Features 
Independent Video and Audio Fade 

Audio Mix + Crossfade 

Microphone Amplification Control 
Simultaneous Video + Audio Fade 

Mono or Stereo 

Variable Sound on Sound and Audio Dubbing 
MAINS POWERED FOR CONNECTION BETWEEN TWO VIDEO RECORDERS OR A 
FULL 12 MONTHS GUARANTEE CAMCORDER AND VIDEO RECORDER 


FULL 10 DAY MONEY BACK TRIAL 
ON ALL OUR PRODUCTS 


PRONATIONAL TECHNOLOGY LTD 


PRONATIONAL TECHNOLOGY LTD., 
44 BLACK BOURTON ROAD, 


CARTERTON, OXON. OX8 3HE. 
TEL: 0836 258282/0993 840260. 
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Each month WHAT VIDEO provides a comprehensive list of all the new software 
available. Divided into two main sections, we tell you the ratings and the film 
‘companies for rental movies and the price and distributor of those on sale. 


Edited by Paul Andrews. 


MUSIC 


Moonwalker (PG) Guild 
Michael Jackson gets out of 
his bubble and struts his stuff. 
In between the tight disco 
sounds, Mike does his best to 
.come out as the superhero of 
a magical good-evil struggle. 
One for the kids. 


COMEDY 


Beetlejuice (75) Warner 
Dead couple who don’t want 
to leave home make a hash 
of scaring the new owners 
out — so they call in people 
_exorcist Beetlejuice to do the 
job. Creepy blockbuster that 
packs in enough laughs to 
wake the dead. 

Blood Diner (78) Vestron 
Roadside caff-owners are 
building a female Franken- 
stein. At least it's better than 
putting all those spare parts 
in the burgers. 

The Couch Trip (/8) 
Virgin 

Escaped mental patient Dan 
Ackroyd becomes popular 
radio ‘doctor, until another 
looney — Walter Matthau — 
tumbles him. Consistently rib- 
tickling, despite being more 
of a vehicle than a story (and 
over-relying on four-letter 
humour). 

Daddy’s Boys (18) RCA/ 
Columbia 

Dad and the lads are into 


bank robbery and kidnap- 
ping (they need a momma), 
but one of the boys decides 
to fly the nest. Rambling 
black comedy, produced by 
cheapie-king Roger Corman 
— but he’s lost his touch. 

14 Going On 30 (U) 
Buena Vista 

Typical latter-day Disney 
fare. Schoolkid genius  in- 
vents growth acceleration 
machine, and so has a 
chance to get back at the 
adult world. 

Hello Again (PG) Buena 
Vista 

Dodgy bit of chicken finishes 
off embarrassing housewife, 
but a year later she is raised 
from the dead determined to 
pick up where she left off. 
Surely not The Edwina Currie 
Story already? 

Higher Education (15) 


Sheer Entertainment 
Small-town student goes to 
big-town university — but 


learns more in bed than in 
lectures. 

Honeybun (75) Cannon 
Sixteen-year-old convent girl 
runs away to find out about 
love, only to end up with a 
lecherous movie director. 
Appalling. 

Milagro Beanfield War 
(15) CIC 

In a New Mexico town 
where nothing much has 
changed for 300 years, a 
small farmer irrigates his field 
with water earmarked for a 
new development. Robert 


Redford leads acclaimed wry 
comedy about the clash of 
old and new. 

Mortuary Academy 
(18) Futuristic 

Coffins, corpses and worms, 
plus blondes and embezzle- 
ment in the chase for a multi- 
million dollar legacy. 
Potentially great sick humour 
from the makers of cult clas- 
sic Eating Raoul. 

Throw Momma From 
The Train (75) Virgin 
Strangers On A Train gives 
feeble would-be novelist 
Danny DeVito some ideas 
for his own mum, so he de- 
cides to swap murders with 
his divorced writing teacher. 
The Hitchcock was neater — 
and, arguably, funnier. 


DRAMA 


Buster (75) Vestron 
Villain-in-the-street Phil Col- 
lins suddenly strikes it big in 
the train robbery — but his 
troubles don’t start until after 
he’s escaped to Mexico with 
wife Julie Walters. Very en- 
tertaining look at the failure 
of a dream. 

Chronicle Of A Death 
Foretold (75) RCA/Colum- 
bia 

Two ruthless brothers suspect 
Rupert Everett of deflower- 
ing their sister. In their dusty 
South American pueblo, only 
one outcome can save the 
family’s honour — and the 
whole town knows it. Intense 
but rambling drama. 
Convicted (15) 
World 


New 


Phil Collins and Julie Walters are at loggerheads with the law in Buster. 
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An innocent postman gets 60 
years for rapes he didn't 
commit. Based on a true 
story. 

The Caine Mutiny 
Court Martial (PG) Enter- 
tainment In Video 

Herman Wouk adapts his 
own courtroom novel for the 
screen. A Lieutenant faces 
the rap for relieving the infa- 
mous Captain Queeg of his 
destroyer command. 
Daddy (75) Braveworld 
Musically ambitious high 
school senior and girlfriend 
get carried away — but for- 
get the precautions. The re- 
sult is that he has to reconcile 
fatherhood with going to 
college. : 
Hostage (15) CBS 

Lonely widow kidnapped by 
young woman accused of 
killing her father discovers 
they have a lot in common, 
so both set out to prove the 
girl's innocence. 

A Man In Love (/8) 
Virgin 

And who wouldn't fall for 
Greta Scacchi? She’s movie 
star Peter Coyote’s leading 
lady, but he’s tom between 
her and wife Jamie Lee Curtis 
in Diane Kurys’ rambling, 
erotic, probing love story. 
She’s Having A Baby 
(15) CIC 


Schoolkid genius looks in on 
the adult world in 14 Going 
On 30. 


Aspiring writer trapped in 
suburban life sinks further 
when ‘er indoors gets preg- 
nant. Well made and acted, 
but hardly a gripping 
storyline. 

The Shout (75) Odyssey 
Asylum set passion. Inmate 
Alan Bates believes he can 
kill with his shout: when he 
frightens her with its power, 
Susannah York falls head 
over heels. Strange girl. 
Tucker (PG) MGM/UA 
Splendid true story of a little 
man with big ideas: to build 
‘the car of the future’, against 
opposition from the big man- 
ufacturers. Coppola directs, 
Jeff Bridges stars in very wat- 
chable period exploration of 
the American Dream. 


ACTION 


Bonanza: The Next 
Generation (PG) Collins 
Ben Cartwright may be 
dead, but that doesn’t stop 
the rest of the family carrying 
on the struggle for truth, jus- 
tice and the American Way 
out West. 

The Caller (78) Vestron 
Chap with a flat tyre knocks > 
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<4 on the door of an isolated 


cabin. Seeing as there’s only 
a timid young woman in, 
chances are he’s not all he 
seems. 

Covert Action 
Medusa 

More Vietnam vets: these are 
now working as an under- 
cover agent and mob hitman 
“caught up in assassination 
action. 

Deadly Vows 
Watershed 

When a_newly-wed_be- 
comes a hit and run_victim, 
detective becomes con- 
vinced her hubby did it. 
Karate Warrior (15) 
VPD 

Young man beaten up by 
brigands learns martial arts 
from the man who taught the 
gang leader. 

Ladykillers (75) Collins 
Brave attempt at reversing 
the usual movie stereotypes: 
the strippers being knocked 
off are chaps; all the cops 
and suspects are women. All 
the old cliches survive. the 
sex-change, too. 

Little Nikita (75) RCA/ 
Columbia 

All-American kid discovers 
his parents are Soviet spies 
— which causes problems if 
you want to join the USAF. 
Sidney Poitier investigates, 
but can’t answer the crucial 
question: how did teen-star 
River Phoenix get such a silly 
name? 

Messenger Of Death 
(18) Cannon 

Who else but Charles Bron- 
son? Mr Vengeance plays a 


(18) 


(15) 


massacre-investigating re- 
porter who uncovers some 
deadly rituals. A group of 
businessmen is implicated — 
as ever, Chuck goes in guns 
blazing. 

Moonlight (75) C/C 
After they’ve murdered a res- 
taurateur, international ter- 
rorists take time out to go 
after the delivery man who 
witnessed them at it. 
Nightmare At Bitter 
Creek (15) Sony 

What's in them thar hills? 
Why, gun-toting neo-Nazis, 
of course. And despite her 
Aryan handle, they take a 
dislike to Lindsay Wagner 
and her pony-trekking pals. 
Red Nights (78) Entertain- 
ment In Video 

Small-town actor lured by 
Hollywood ends up in a 
drugs and vice ring instead of 
in the movies. 

Red Spider (18) CBS/Fox 
The connection between 


.gory but apparently unrelat- 


ed murders turns out to fall 
back on that old chestnut: 
Vietnam. 

Street Of Dreams (75) 
Watershed 

More tales from Hollywood. 
This time it's drugs, murder 
and some unfriendly faces 
from a dodgy past that beset 
Morgan Fairchild on the 
Strip. 

The Taking Of Flight 
847 (15) Entertainment In 
Video 

Well, if it isn’t Lindsay Wag- 
ner up to her neck in it again, 
this time as the stewardess 
heroine of a true-life hijack 


Platoon — Oliver’s army 
realises the awful truth, 
Charlie really don’t surf. 


adventure. 

Tour Of Duty IV — The 
Kill Zone (15) High Fliers 
Bravo Company vets hit Sai- 
gon and strangely become 
the only US unit to get ad- 
vance wind of the Tet Offen- 
sive, and an opportunity for a 
bit of urban warfare. 


HORROR 


Deadly Nightmares 
(18) Braveworld 
Three short, sharp horrors on 
one tape, and far more chill- 
ing than the average 90- 
minute single story. 
It’s Alive Ill: Island Of 
The Alive (78) Warner 
Ecological scares as man’s 
tinkering with the environ- 
ment creates a bunch of mu- 
fant creatures. Enough to 
send Greenpeace member- 
ship soaring. 
Living Nightmare (75) 
Ariel 
As if New York wasn't horrif- 
ic enough normally, now it's 
getting supernatural visit- 
ations. 


Shelley Long knows the 
answer in Hello Again (left), 
while Patrick Swayze is 
down at grass roots level 
studying his subject in Dirty 
Dancing (right). 


Night Of Terror (75) C/C 
Enigmatic title — you'd never 
guess this was about a nurs- 
ery teacher being chased by 
a maniacal killer during a, er, 
night of terror. Would you? 
AReturn To Salem’s Lot 
(18) Warner 

The town seems dead to a 
man and son who inherit a 
house there — in fact, un- 
dead turns out to be a better 
description. TV movie. 
Shadow Of Death (78) 
Sony 


S 


Led by Anthony Perkins, film 
crew shooting in abandoned 
prison uncovers shocking 
truth about the last inmate to 
go to the chair. After a neat 
start, disappointing lapse into 
standard screamie fare. 


CHILDREN 


Barney Bear Cartoon 
Festival (U) MGM/UA 

Eight shorts, already well 
worn but always worth an- 


other look. 

The Flintstones (U)/ 
Scooby-Doo (U)/Huck- 
leberry Hound (U) 
Braveworld 

Well maybe somebody, 
somewhere hasn't seen them 


yet... 

Top Kids (U) Heron 
Junior computer hackers 
break into a four-wheeled 
computer, get a hair-raising 
ride, a bit of education 
(about the car's history) — 
and meet Niki Lauda. 


MUSIC 


The Awards — The 


Brits 1989 (£9.99) 
Wienerworld 


Video clip compilation of acts 
from the recent BPI awards. 
Wide range of recent music, 
but some footage of the di- 
sastrous evening itself would 
have been fun, particularly 
Sam Fox's priceless battle 
with her autocue. 

Carmen (£9.99) RCA/ 
Columbia 

Possibly the most gripping 
opera ever written. Fran- 
cesco Rosi directs atmo- 
spherically; Domingo sings. 
Depeche Mode 101 
(£11.99) Virgin 

Cine-verite vet DA Penne- 
baker directs concert-doc for 
the fading electro-poppers 
— but we're a long way from 
Woodstock. 

Dirty Dancing (£9.99) 


Vestron 

Award-winning, _record- 
breaking, chart-topping 
dance movie now available 
to keep. 

Hue And Cry — Whip- 
ping Up A Storm (£7.99) 
Virgin 


Successful EP re-released 
with recent hits Ordinary An- 
gel and Looking For Linda 
tagged on. 

Radio Dog (£9.99) Ikon 
Unusual mix of rap art, poet- 
ry, blues and science. 
Saxon: Power And 
Glory — The Video 
Anthology/Skor- 
pions: Live From Rus- 
sia And Other Savage 
Amusements(£9.99 each) 


PMI 

Put in your earplugs for a 
double blast of the heaviest 
metal around. 

Taj Mahal/Roy Ayers 
(£14.99 each) Hendring 
Excellent jazzmen recorded 
live at Ronnie Scot's in 
London. 

U2 — Rattle And Hum 
(£11.99) CIC 

Hit movie of the Irish super- 
rockers’ ‘87 US tour. Mostly 
fine live footage, shot about 
as imaginatively as concerts 
can be, but some of the trav- 
elogue filler material de- 
mands a stab at the fast 
forward. 

The Way To Go Out 
(£9.99) Ikon 

Really more documentary 
than music, about Aussie 
band Hunters And 
Collectors. 


COMEDY 


Blackadder The Third: 
Dish And Dishonesty/ 
Sense And_ Senility 
(£9.99 each) BBC 

The one where Rowan Atkin- 
son is valet to the ‘mini- 
brained’ Prince Regent. 
Three episodes on each 
tape: definitely worth having. 
Boys From The Black- 
stuff: Part One/Part 
Two (£9.99 each) BBC 
The Alan Bleasdale series 
that made ‘Gissa Job’ the 
catchphrase of Thatcher's 
first term. The bleak, black 
humour still portrays the de- 
spair of life on the dole better 
than any documentary. 
Crocodile Dundee 
(£9.99) CBS/Fox 

Early release for the smash 
hit tale of Paul Hogan's out- 
back Aussie in New York. 
Sharp, fast-moving wit: like 
45 Fosters adds strung to- 
gether, and bonzer for it. 
The Hollywood Com- 
edy Collection: Blind 
Date/Three Amigos!/ 
Haunted Honeymoon/ 
Things Are Tough All 
Over/Hot  Stuff/Nice 
Dreams (£9.99 each) RCA/ 
Columbia 

Bruce Willis’ disaster laden 
meeting with Kim Basinger 
and a Steve Martin/Chevy 
Chase vehicle lead a collec- 
tion which otherwise has 
very little to do with either 
Hollywood or comedy. 

The Magic Christian 
(£9.99) MIA 


Dated romp notable only for _ 


cramming in a remarkable 
number of British comedy 
stars to remarkably _ little 
effect. 


RENTALS 


Saigon 


Wall Street* 
Rambo III 
Bat 21 


] 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Cry Freedom 
Vice Versa 


Masquerade 
Deadly Pursuit 


Fatal Attraction* 
Braddock: Missing In Action III 


Planes, Trains And 
Automobiles* 
Adventures In Babysitting* 


Three Men And A Baby 
Prayer For The Dying 


The Principal 
Salsa 
lronweed 


Police Academy 5 
Cameron's Closet 


Robocop 


Asterisks denote our recommended movies 
Chart courtesy of Video Business magazine 


Making The Grade/ 
Scandalous/Blue 
Skies Again/A Little 
Sex (£7.99 each) MSD 
Scandal is the common 
theme for this budget set. 
Minder: An _ Officer 
And A Car Salesman 
(£7.99) Video Collection 
The feature-length episode 
screened last Xmas, when 
Arthur and Terry get mixed 
up with shady paramilitaries 
planning a bullion heist. 
The Second Hundred 
Years, Habeas Corpus 
& From Soup To Nuts/ 
Sailors Beware, 
Should Married Men 
Go Home & Bacon 
Grabbers/Their _ First 
Mistake, We Faw Down 
& Double Whoopee 
(£9.99) Virgin 

Classic, mainly silent, Stan 
and Ollie. Excellent. 


ACTION 


The Hollywood War 


Collection: Castle 
Keep/Hell Cats Of The 
Navy/Lost Command/ 
The Bedford Incident/ 
The Night Of The Gen- 
erals (£9.99 each) RCA 
Columbia 

Little of note, other than Hell 
Cats — Ronnie and Nancy's 
only big screen meeting. 
The Hollywood West- 
erns Collection: Bite 
The Bullet/The Moun- 
tain Men/Silverado/ 
Lust In The Dust/The 
Desperados/A Man 
Called Sledge (£9.99 
each) RCA/Columbia 
Cowboy tales from a West 
big enough to take in every- 
thing from the Divine-domi- 
nated spoof Lust In The Dust 
to a couple of powerful hu- 
man dramas. 

Jaguar Lives (£9.99)/ 
Ninja And The War- 
riors Of Fire/Ninja In 
The Killing Fields (£8.99 
each) MIA 

Chop and chase martial arts 
trio. 
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WES 


< Platoon (£9.99) RCA/ 
Columbia 

First, and arguably best, of 
the recent wave of ‘Nam 
soul-searchers, based on di- 
rector Oliver Stone's own 
jungle combat experience. 
Star Trek: Tomorrow 
Is Yesterday & The Re- 
turn Of The Archons/A 
Taste Of Armageddon 
& Space Seed/This 
Side Of Paradise & 


The Devil In The Dark/ 
Star Trek Ill: The 
Search For Spock 
(£9.99 each) CIC 


Episodes 21 to 26 of the 
original series come in dou- 
ble bills. Also another of the 
later movies. 

Streets Of Gold (£9.99) 
Vestron 

Jewish-Soviet boxer banned 
from fighting for his country 
defects and gets a chance to 
get back at the man who 
stopped him. 

The Thriller Collection: 
Rambo — First Blood 
Part Il/Extreme Preju- 
dice/The Last Innocent 
Man/The Morning 
After/Street Justice 
(£9.99 each) Parkfield. 
All-action orgy headed by 
Stallone's commie-busting 
mission to get POWs out of 
Vietnam. 


DRAMA 
After Pilkington (£9.99) 


BBC 
Return of a childhood sweet- 


Track 29 


heart shatters Oxford aca- 
demic’s tranquil life. Bob 
Peck, Miranda Richardson, 
Barry Foster star in sinister, 
award-winning drama. 

The Hollywood Clas- 
sics Collection: A Man 
For All Seasons/Crom- 
well/Barabbas/Ni- 
cholas And Alexandra 
(£9.99 each) RCA/Columbia 
An epic ramble through 
some of the bloodier bits of 
history in the company of 
Orson Welles, Richard Har- 
ris, Anthony Quinn and alll 
the usual people who get 
involved in this sort of thing. 
The Hollywood Ro- 
mance Collection: 
Buster And Billie/Ice 
Castles/Modern Ro- 
mance/The Man Who 
Loved Women/You 
Light Up My Life (£9.99 
each) RCA/Columbia 

They say love blinds, and 
these yukky sagas could only 
be palatable to the most star- 
ry-eyed of romantics. 

Silas Marner (£9.99) BBC 
Classic George Eliot dramati- 
sation; weaver down on his 
luck finds his life changed 
when a young girl walks into 
it. 


HORROR 


From Beyond (£9.99) 
Vestron 

One man’s quest for the ulti- 
mate experience unleashes a 
classic cult horror flick, based 
on the HP Lovecraft story. 


Cannon 18 


with society. 


mother. 


Railway children return 


GARY OLDHAM burying his head between Therese 
Russell's breasts and blabbering like an excited six-year- 
old is a disturbing image, but then that’s what we've come 
to expect from one of Britain’s hottest young actors. 
He’s already notched up memorable performances as 
Sid Vicious and Jo Orton — characters distinctly at odds 


Track 29 was directed by Nick Roeg and written by 
Dennis Potter, so it comes as no surprise to see him 
maintain his penchant for playing oddballs — this time he’s 
a disturbed Englishman crossing the pond in search of his 


It starts well. A snatch of John Lennon’s most primal pop 
accompanies the opening shot of Oldham hitching 
through America. The track in question is Mother, playing 
out as he scores a lift with a macho trucker modelling a 
‘mother’ tattoo on his chest. 

Two minutes into the movie and Roeg’s battered you 


The Mummy & The 
Mummy’s Hand/Dra- 
cula & Dracula’s Dau- 
ghter (£9.99 each) CIC 
Early Universal classics — 
Boris Karloff leads the Mum- 
my double, Bela Lugosi the 
Dracs. 


CHILDREN 


Defenders Of The 
Earth Activity Pack 
(£4.99) Video Gems 


Includes colouring book, sto- 
ries, cut-outs, puzzles and 
crayons. Oh, and a video 


tape... 

Enid Blyton: Five Go 
To Demon’s Rocks/ 
Five Are Together 
Again (£6.99 each) 
Longman 

Rip-roaring adventure  sto- 
ries, from the TV series. 
Count Duckula: The 
Vampire Strikes Back/ 
Jungle Duck (£6.99 
each) Video Collection 

The adventures of a vegetar- 
ian vampire duck... 

The Flintstone Kid/ 
Yogi Bear And The 
Magical Flight Of The 
Spruce Goose/Karate 
Kommandos(£6.99 each) 
Video Collection 

Assortment of odd cartoons 
borrowing from other mov- 
ies. Karate Kommandos even 
features an animated Chuck 
Norris... 

Lassie’s Great Adven- 
ture(£6.99)VideoCollection 
One of those old movies that 
used to keep us captivated 
on Saturday mornings. As 
usual, the dog gets the best 
lines. 

The Mouse And His 
Child (£6.99) Video 
Collection 

Peter Ustinov narrates ani- 
mated fairy tales: in a quest 


with so much maternal symbolism that even Oedipus 


would have seen it. 


Cut to Therese Russell. Married to a doctor more 
interested in the inner workings of his model railway system 
than his patients, she’s a bloated and bored housewife. 

Mrs Roeg (for it is she) has clearly put on some weight 
for the part and slumps around a particularly miserable 
American backwater waiting for something to happen. 

Oldham stumbles into town and tells her he’s the son she 


had as a teenager. 


She spends the rest of the movie reeling, in between 
memories of the conception and an increasing psychosis 
that switches the action uncomfortably between fact and 


fiction. 


Along the way there's a nice parody of American 
electioneering at a model railway convention, some 
fashionable interplay of UK and US cultures and three 
excellent central performances. 

The trouble is that Nick Roeg can’t resist the fast cut. In 
this instance his nimble editing gives too much away and 
the climax is shot before it begins. 

Track 29 will be remembered as a disappointing 
collision of major British talents — lan Campbell. 


to find the secret of self- 
winding, clockwork mice are 
plunged into the strange and 
dangerous world of real 
animals. 

The Real Ghostbusters 
1/2/3/4/5/6 (£7.99 each) 
RCA/Columbia 

Does this mean there are 
fake Ghostbusters? 
Sooty’s School Trip/ 
Rainbow Stories And 
Rhymes — Volume 2/ 
Crazy Games On But- 
ton Moon/Dogtanian 
And The Three Muske- 
hounds (£6.99 each) Video 
Collection 

Tie-ins with current TV series. 
The Wind In The Wil- 
lows — The Further 
Adventures Of Toad 
(£6.99) Video Collection 
Award-winning animated 
feature carrying on where 
Kenneth Grahame left off. 


SPECIAL 
INTEREST 


The Best Of Treasure 
Hunt (£9.99) Video Gems 
Anneka Rice, a helicopter 
and a camera crew descend 
on unsuspecting _ natives 
around the country. 

David Carradine’s 
Kung Fu Workout/Da- 
vid Carradine’s Tai Chi 
Workout (£9.99 each) 
Hendring 

The original Kung Fu star 
goes through the mental and 
physical motions in the name 
of fitness. Could you be the 
next Jackie Chan? 
Gorilla/The Great 
Whales/The Sharks/ 
Search For The Great 
Apes/Secrets Of The 
Titanic/Miss Goodall 
And The Wild Chim- 
panzees/Land Of The 
Tiger/The Rhino War 


(£9.99 each) /The Explor- 
ers(£14.99) Cineplex. 
National Geographic docu- 
mentaries, mainly homing in 
on wildlife. Incidentally, Go- 
rilla is the true story of Diane 
Fossey, whose battle to save 
the great apes is dramatised 
in the current hit movie Goril- 
las In The Mist. 

The Great American 
Bash/Lords Of The Ring 
(£9.99 each) Vestron 

Two sustained bouts of ham 
acting, tinsel and gratuitous 
violence masquerading as 
sport. 

Jahangir Khan Squ- 
ash Series: Part 1/Part 
2/Part 3 (£24.95 each) 
Beckmann 

The world champ coaches 
from introductory through to 
advanced stages. 

Evel Knievel’s Great- 
est Hits (£9.99) Hendring 
The greatest misses are far 
more entertaining as the mo- 
torcycle maniac tries jumping 
various yawning abysses. 
Mick McManus’ World 
Of Wrestling (£9.99) Vid- 
eo Collection 

An hour of grunt, grapple 
and sweat from this side of 
the Atlantic. 
Power Game 
Vestron 

lan Woosnam shows how to 
get lower golf scores through 
better course management 
and shot-saving techniques. 
Roux Brothers: Pas- 
tries And _ Brioches/ 
Meat And Fish/Patis- 
serie/Shellfish, Vege- 
tables And Salads/ 
Souffles And Enter- 


(£9.99) 


taining (£9.99 each) 
Vestron 
The fractious frogs serve up a 


feast (well, several actually) 
of culinary delights. Gorge 
yourself! 

RSPB: Puffins & Pink- 
foot/Osprey & The Se- 
cret Reeds/Kingfisher 
& Short-Eared Owl/ 
Round Robin & The 
Titmice/The BBC-RSPB 
Videoguide To British 
Birds (£9.99 each) BBC 
Superb photography of 
feathered friends. The Video- 
guide is a handy ‘reference 
book’ to the home ornitholo- 
gist’s backyard residents. Or 
as the cat would have it, a 
menu... 

The Scalextric Video 
(£14.95) Wychwood 

The history and development 
of the model racing car 
game. Fascinating . . . for 
some. 

XB Valkyrie — The 
Quest For Speed 
(£27.95) Beckmann 

Story of the revolutionary 
XB-70 aircraft project. Plenty 
of action footage. 
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TOSHIBA 28” FST STEREO 
NICAM & SUPER VHS INPUT 


Wy VIDEO, HIFI & MICROWAVES 
; SUPER VHS SYSTEM 


‘ANOTHER FIRST FROM 
JVC NOW AT EDC 


TV & VIDEO CAMCORDERS 
HRS 5000 EK HiFiSTEREO VIDEO ......... POA v8 CAMCORDERS —" 
GF-S1000EK CAMCORDER .......-.... POA , 


BY S2G ITS cca nn suis ana etwansar si Suman es POA: | wer Re e mostee 


SUPER VHS 
TAPES IN 
STOCK 


VM-D3 P 
FREE 14” TV WITH VM-D3 


RECORDERS 

VHR 4150 LP ONLY £299.95 

VHR 3300 POA FISHER VC801 
VHR 4350 POA ALSO IN STOCK POA 


SONY CAMCORDERS 
CCD F330 .......POA CCD V90........... POA 
CCD F340 .....POA CCD SPB......... POA 


CCDF340 


JVC GF-S1000EK 
(GR45 ALSO IN STOCK) 
FULL RANGE JVC VIDEO, MIDIS 
VIDEO RECORDERS, HRD230, HRDSO00, 
HRD700, HRD750 ALL IN STOCK 


E708, E70 & E77 


c | Ciao bees CAMCORDERS 
me 7" LUXURY AND QUALITY WITH REMOTE 
: VIDED CAMEO CONTROL 420,000 PIXELS CCD 
MC10 i 
MC6 
M-S1 
RECORDERS 
G40 E77 NEW 
G45 WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
G48 


CANON poe Peesip otk & LENSES IN STOCK 
SURESHOT ACE 


F70 FULL RANGE OF 
TVS IN STOCK 


SURE 
SURESHOT ZOOM 


O: 
750 QD 


I oy a * 
oy, t 
i ae “a. i 


” 138 PELHAM ROAD _ SERVICE: — MICROWAVES, T.V.’s, | 
VIDEOS & IN-CAR ENTERTAINMENT —! 
GRAVESEND __OPEN LATE THURSDAY TILL 8 PM 
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AKAI - PANASONIC - MITSUBISHI - PHILIPS - 


DEALERS FOR Sirs sny"iate ao 
DLE LILLE LDL CELE NLL LAE DEEL ILE LEEDS DOERR SII LL TLONEL ENEMIES BERET, 


FULL RANGE OF SLIK 
TRIPODS, VIDEO LIGHTS, 
BATTERIES, LENS, 
ADAPTORS, CHARGERS, 
CABLES 


SANYO VHR 4160 
SANYO VHR D500 P-I-P 
SANYO VHR 4180 
SANYO VHR 2700 
PANASONIC NVG 40B 


FERGUSON FV14T 
PANASONIC NVMD80B 
PHILIPS VR6870 


PANASONIC NVG 46B 
PANASONIC NVD48P 
PANASONIC NVM 70 


PIONEER VR727 


(New Hi-Fi Stereo) 


MITSUBISHI HSB70 
PANASONIC NVMPS1B 


AKAI VS23EDI 
AKAI VS35ED 

AKAI VS220EV 
NATIONAL NVG10EM 
NATIONAL NV770EN 
NATIONAL NV6500 

HITACHI VT518 
HITACHI VT548 


SALE NOW ON 


PANASONIC NVMS1B SUPER VHS 
PANASONIC NVM7B FULL VHS 
PANASONIC NVMC10B VHS-C 
PANASONIC NVMC6B VHS-C 
SANYO VMD1 8mm 

SANYO VMD3 8mm 

SANYO VMD5 8mm 

SONY CCDV 330 8mm 

SONY CCDV 340 8mm 

SONY CCDV 90 8mm 

SONY CCDV 200 PRO 8mm Stereo 
CANON VME2 8mm 

CANON VME 70 8mm 

CANON VMC 708 8mm 

PHILIPS VKR 6820 

MANY MORE MODELS IN STOCK 


PANASONIC F10-100 
PANASONIC F10-200 
PANASONIC NV180B Recorder 

HITACHI VKC 840 £299.95 
HITACHI VKC 1500 
HITACHI VT8 RECORDER 


SALE NOW ON 
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Solve your video problems with help from our consultant engineer Paul Richards. We 
get so many queries that we cannot publish all of them each month. If you want to be 
guaranteed of a quick reply from Paul, please enclose a cheque for £2.50 made payable 
to P. Richards (it keeps him in coax cable) and an SAE. Send that plus the Clinic logo (top 
right) to: What Video Clinic, 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1 9JU. 

Feel free to submit queries without the £2.50; we’ll print as many as we can. 


Making a good 
VCR purchase 


| HAVE had some experience of 
using the Ferguson 3V43 video 
recorder for editing work. 

| have also carefully studied 
What Video reviews of similar 
VHS recorders and have 
concluded that the 3V43 clearly 
has the range of facilities and 
performance which best suits my 
needs. 

Inevitably this means obtaining 
a used sample, as the model has 
been deleted from catalogue for 
some years. 

Can you outline the various 
points | should look out for when 
vetting any machine | am 
offered? 

How can I, for example, check 
on the amount of use from head 
wear and guide wear. 

What possible defects in picture 
quality should | look for in 
playing back a known good 
recording or from playing back 
a recording made on the 
machine itself? 

J Mulvaney, 
Leeds. 


WHEN YOU examine your 
prospective purchase, take a 
known-quality tape with you — 
ideally is should have a test-tone 
or music with sustained notes on 
the soundtrack. 

Make sure the machine 
replays it with no sign of 
mistracking at the centre — click 
position of the tracking control. 

Listen to the soundtrack, there 
should not be excessive wow or 
flutter. 

Now make an off-air 
recording and carefully watch its 
replay picture for signs of 
dropout, black streaking from 
white verticals or snow on the 
screen. 

If the machine comes through 
these tests all right, it's probably 
okay, especially the expensive 
video heads. 


Coping with death 
of a Sony C7 


| CURRENTLY have a Sony C7 
video recorder with some 150+ 
Beta tapes. My machine is now 
5/2-years-old and will soon come 
to the end of its practical life. 

| already have a rewind 
problem. | do not rent videos, 
only store films on my tapes. With 
the virtual death of Beta as a 
format | must make a decision 
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soon on what to do. 

These are the options | have as 
| see it. 

1. Keep my machine until it 
completely gives up the ghost, 
and buy the basic Beta Sony still 
make so | can view my tapes for 
a few more years. 

2. Change format to VHS (which 
| certainly see as a retrogressive 
step) and spend a fortune on re- 
taping all my Beta tapes. | know 
there is now super VHS, but this 
is still an inferior format with those 
huge tapes. 

3. Buy a Video 8 recorder and 
change format — but a dealer 
has already told me this format is 
losing out to VHS too. 

Yet another dealer told me that 
the picture quality on Video 8 is 
not as good as some of the VHS 
machines. 

H Ross, 
London. 


NOT AN easy choice! My 
advice would be to have the 
Sony cleaned and serviced, then 
use it to transfer the most 
important programmes in your 
collection to new VHS tapes in a 
new VHS machine of your 
choice. 

Keep the C7 and remaining 
Beta library boxed up in a dry 
even-temperatured storage 
place — a cupboard in the house 
is ideal. 

| would not recommend a 
Video 8 homebase machine to 
you; Video 8 format finds its best 
application in ‘portable’ form. 


Two phono-to- 
Din leads 


| MAKE wedding videos, among 
other things, and use JVC and 
Panasonic equipment. For 
copies, | use the source recorder. 
When | just had the HR-S10 | 


Confusing Din leads and output terminals on the Panasonic NV- 180B. 


had no problems making copies 
onto a JVC 250 or a Panasonic 
850. 

| now use a Pan 180 for 
filming and am having trouble 
with copies. 

The problem seems to be that 
audio-wise the Pan 180 is not 
compatible with a machine that 
has Din audio connection. Can 
the problem be overcome? 

P Grayton, 
Bracknell. 


THE AUDIO input/output level of 
the Panasonic NV-180 is quite a 
normal one, compatible with 
other equipment. 

There are two sorts of phono- 
to-Din leads, however, and | 
think all the sets you have are the 
wrong type. 

The phono connection must go 
to pins 1 and 4 (ground is 2) of 
the five-pin Din plug to record 
from the NV-180. ll 

If they go to pins 3 and 5 a 
you're feeding sound into the E VER Y MON: TH the writer of our 
Output terminals of the JVC leading Video Clinic enquiry will 
machines. receive a video care kit courtesy 

of Bib Products. 


Laughing boy and 


tape ejecti on how the video worked but he 


just laughed. 
COULD YOU tell me what is T Holmes, 
wrong with my three-year-old Yorkshire. 


Sony C6 recorder? After 
inserting the cassette it stays in a 
few seconds then ejects. 

After taking the top off you 
slightly push a white wheel at the 
side and it goes in. 

Also on play it has stopped 
occasionally and on eject has 
come out tangled, leaving the 
tape marked. 

If it happens again what can | 
do about it? Is it advisable to pass 
marked tape round the video 
head? 

An engineer came and | 
asked him a question regarding 


VISITING VIDEO engineers 
should not laugh at their 
customers or their equipment. 

The tangle in your Sony C6 
may well be cured by a thorough 
service, with particular regard to 
the belts and idlers which drive 
the loading ring. 

If you are unlucky, a ‘tired’ 
motor may be responsible, only 
worth replacing if the video head 
and other components are in 
good condition. 

Perhaps you should find some 
other engineer than laughing-boy 
to service the machine. 

No, don’t feed creased tapes 
back into the machine: they can 
foul the video heads. 


Linking VCR with 
stereo amplifier 


| HAVE a new Ferguson FV-14T 
hi-fi stereo VCR and | wish to 
connect this to my Dynatron 
stereo amplifier (model HFC- 
101) in order to play stereo films 
through the stereo audio section 
of the Dynatron. 

However, the Dynatron is 
placed 20f. away from the VCR. 
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© JVC PANASONIC HITACHI SHARP GRUNDIG TOSHIBA SANYO NEC SONY - 

Q ee ee (CE TC Ce GN: SA SO GL GY Wen SE GSN Gham! CREO Ger? GR Ge) Ce CRED (Sa cE Na GS OM meee) ee 1 

5 | ATLANTIC 

G 

: ELECTRICS 

rm 37/39 HIGH ROAD: WILLESDEN FAX 459 7234 295/7 HIGH ROAD 

w | LONDON NW10 2TG “WILLESDEN 
Telephone: 01-459 7233/34 — 01-459 0302 LONDON NW10 2TG 
Telex: 25387 ATELEC G Telephone 01-451 6155/6/7 


CCDV90 


£1,020 
CASH ONLY 


IHOVLIH SINOSVNVd OAf ANOS O3N OANVS VWAGIHSOL © 


space 
SONY. 


EVDT 1 


£725 
CASH ONLY 


01-459 7233 
OR CONTACT 


ARENA ELECTRONICS | A. & M. ELECTRONICS LTD. 
es | 4/5 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TEL: 01-580 1577 


Ne VIDEO HI-FI CENTRE 
MR. O. JAY 


ON 01-580 5122 01 -580 1 577 


PANASONIC HITACHI ~ SHARP GRUNDIG - TOSHIBA SANYO NEC SONY 


SHARP GRUNDIG TOSHIBA ‘SANYO: NEC SONY JVC PANASONIC HITACHI 


ae 


18 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-580 5380 

245 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-637 8913 
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<4 What type of cable do | need 
and which connection do | need 
for each end of the cable, and 
can | obtain the cable locally? 
V Smytherson, 
Birmingham. 


ALTHOUGH THE Dynatron 
stereo amplifier is now 
somewhat ancient (it came out in 
1973) it should form an 
excellent ancillary fo your 
Ferguson VCR. 

It's fitted with a conventional 5- 
pin Din socket. 

Wire Din plug 5 to a phone 
plug; pin 3 to another; and the 
braid connections to Din pin 2. 

You may get away with 


conventional audio screened lead 


on a 20ft. run, but to avoid 
suppression of treble frequency, 
VHF or UHF-type coax cable is 
better, though fatter and more 


expensive. 


On the lookout 
for RGB pins 


| HAVE an Akai video VS-A77 
which has a 21-pin audio/video 
Scart connector. 

Please could you tell me if it 
has all 21 pins connected. |: am 
looking for RGB pins as at a 
later date | am hoping to buy a 
Sony TV, possibly with RGB 
input. 

What do you think of these 
units together, or have you a 
better idea? What | am looking 
for is picture quality. 

M Boston, 
Southampton. 


SINCE NO VCR (even S-VHS 
type) deals with RGB signals at 
any stage, none of them has any 
connections to the R, G and B 
pins on the Scart connector. 

The combination of Akai VCR 
and Sony TV should give very 
good results. 

When you do come to buy the 
TV, hook it to the VCR via a 
Scart-to-Scart lead for best 
results. 


Determining the 
lux factor 


FOR THE last two years | have 
owned an Olympus 301 camera 
and 101 recorder. 

| have been very happy with 
these but one thing that puzzles 
me is what part of a camera 
determines the lux factor? 

Is it in the lens or circuiting, 
because Olympus did later 
produce its 3030 which is 10 lux 
(the 301 is 30 lux)? 

Is it possible to have the lux 
factor lowered on my 301 to 10 
lux or adjust it myself? 

Could you also tell me what all 
the pre-sets are for under the 
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The Olympus 301 camera, like all camcorders and cameras, has 


an inflexible low lux capacity. 


side panels on the camera. 

Can | adjust anything to 
improve the picture? 

Do you have any data on my 
camera and recorder tests, or 
any advice as to how | could de- 
magnetise the heads on my 
recorder which no-one seems to 
know locally. 

B Winfiled, 
Stockport. 


THE LUX factor of a camera 
depends almost entirely on the 
design and type of the pick-up 
device, be it a tube or CCD/ 
MDS sensor. 

It’s not practical or economical 
to fit a later type of image sensor 
fo your camera, so I'm afraid 
you're stuck with it. 

Please don’t twiddle any of 
the banks of pre-sets in your 
camera — you'll need a lab full 
of test instruments to get them 
right again. 

Your gear was reviewed in the 
April ‘83 issue of What Video. 


See our reprints service on page 
139 of this issue. 


VCR silence goes 
against the grain 


| BOUGHT my JVC HR-D725EK 
VCR especially for its editing 
capabilities. 

My standard procedure is, 
first, to assemble the titles, 
graphics and camera shots in the 
correct sequence. 

Next | recover the in-synch 
camera sound from the hi-fi 
output terminals, mix with any 
required extra sound or music, 
and dub onto one of the edge 
tracks. 

Finally | make up the 
commentary on a separate audio 
tape and dub this onto the 
second edge track. 

If there are any alterations 
required to the finished product, 
any of the three sections can be 
amended. 


If the JVC HR-D725 could do it, it would. See ‘Against the grain’. 


All would be perfect, except 
for the AVC built into the two 
edge tracks, which starts turning 
up the grain when it detects 
silence. 

| have lived with this problem 
for three years now, and have 
only managed a procedural 
method of dealing with it. 

When | make up my 
commentary tape, | say ‘one, 
two, three’ in front of each 
separate recording. 

| pause the VCR on audio dub 
at the correct spot, start the 
audio tape and hit the VCR play 
button on ‘two’. 

This hauls the AVC level back 
and also allows for the second 
or so pause the VCR needs to 
start the sound recording. 

Not a very elegant solution, 
but it always works. 

What | want it manual control 
of the edge track volumes and 
translating this into precise words 
is easy enough. 

Put the hi-fi tracks on 
permanent AVC. Remove the 
AVC from the edge tracks. Link in 
the hi-fi sliders, LEDs and limiter 
button to give edge track manual 
or auto volume control. 

Without trying | can well 
imagine the elecronic problems. 
If the two sound systems had a 
common amplifier as far as the 
AVC, there might be a way. 

C Williams, 
Cheshire. 


SORRY, IT cannot be done. If it 
could, somebody would have. 

The range of signal that the 
edge tracks can deal with is 40- 
50dB, a fraction of the range 
available in nature — and to a 
microphone. 

Without AGC control the 
quietest sounds would be 
completely lost in noise and hiss, 
and the loudest sounds would 
become intolerably clipped and 
distorted. Hence hi-fi domestic 
VCRs. 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO CLEAR 
_. £749.99 


1. CCDF 330 (NOW) 
+ 5 FREE TAPES 


CCDF 340 
+ 5 FREE TAPES 


. CCD SPS 
+ 5 FREE TAPES 


VHS VIDEO SLV-801 
. NP-77 HIGH CAPACITY 


BRE RY iiijistenspigiediassis. 
PORTABLE C.D. D-150... 


+ FREE SRS-55 SPEAKERS 


RING US BEFORE YOU BUY SONY 
me £39.99 


INFRARED 
CORDLESS HEADPHONES 


ENJOY YOUR FAVOURITE 
TV PROGRAMME, VIDEO 
MOVIE OR MUSIC IN 
GLORIOUS SPATIAL 
SOUND WITHOUT 
DISTURBING OTHERS 


FUTEK' 


Dubbing Center 

(Enhancer/Distribution Amplifier) 

FA-612 features a newly designed contour correction 
circuit and twelve audio/video distribution circuits. It is a 
full-powered new system that can make twelve copies at 
the same time. It can also be used as video distribution 
amplifier. For example, you can send a video signal such 
as a signal generator to 12 monitors. This is very 
economical unit for video reinforcement and for service 
stations. 

Here’s a high performance, high quality professional 
dubbing and distribution amplifier. 

@ Enhancer function: Equipped with a contour correction 
circuit that prevents video deterioration when dubbing. 

@ Split Screen: The enhancer/effect level control may be 
verified/matched in a signal monitor TV by splitting the 
screen and comparing the original video with the en- 
hanced video. 


@ Parallel Monitoring: You can use two monitors to 


= simultaneously the original video and the en- 
an 


video. 


ae EDGW 
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.. SPECIAL 
.. £299.99 


TU-26EK 


C-140EK/KM 


14” (34cm V) Colour TV 


D: 370(W) 


@ Video Output Level Control: Even when the video 
input level is not satisfactory, the output can be properly 
adjusted. 

@ Audio Output Level Control: When the audio input 
level is not satisfactory, the output can be properly 
adjusted. 

@ Twelve Output Channels: The system is equipped with 
a total of twelve output terminals; two in the front and ten 
in the back. It is a dubbing system which may be used 
professionally because it is able to drive twelve VCRs. 
@ Two Input Channels: Connectors are provided on both 
front and rear panels for easy access depending on your 
system design. 

@ Video Noise Suppression Circuit: The coarseness of 
contour enhancing can be eliminated by simply tuning 
the Video N.S. control. 


FA-612 


VIDEO DUBBING 
CENTER 


Tel: 01-723 1465 


ORDER WHILE STOCK LASTS 


SHOULDER CART 
MODEL SC-P2U 
NORMAL £79.99 


NA aZE29.99 + p&p} 


SALE SALE SALE SALE 


DUBBING CENTER FA-612 


es Ne fw SF we a 


JVC TUNER TIMER 
Caen ee TIMER 


MULTI U 


Mer price £254.00 


SPECIAL OF 


NOW re WA 
CLEARING AT \S 


FEATURF 


. Twelve Output Channel: 


rer £49.99 


. 
\_ Al 
| 

L 


@ 7 systems (C- 140KM); receives broadcasts and monitors prerecorded tapes 
for most of the world’s colour systems @ Full-function wireless remote control @ 
30-channel preset capacity @ Multi-function on-screen display @ Built-in timer for 
both automatic TV switch-on (up to 24 hours in 1-hour increments) and switch-off 
(30/60/90/120 minutes) @ Automatic volta switching (C-140KM): 120-240V 
AC, 50/60Hz @ Telescopic rod aerial provided. 

342(H) x 378(D)mm W: 9.7kg. 


S 


Video and stereo sound to make 12 copies at one time or 


drive 12 monitors. 


Double Delay-Line Enhancement (Contour Correction): 


Newly Designed Sync-Processor: 


Restores sync shape 


Permits side-by-side 


for stable, accurate recordings. 


. Split-Screen Display: 


comparisons of original and pro- 


cessed video on single monitor. 


Parallel Monitoring: 


Permits comparison of original and processed video using 


two monitors. 


Two Audio Channel for Stereo Recording: 


Video Level Control: 
Allows correction of 
playback machine. 

Audio Level Control: 
Allows correction of 


Video Noise Suppression S 


low or high video levels from the 


improper playback audio levels. 
tem: 


Allows control of video noise in the picture. 


Audio Noise Reducti 
Reduces tape hiss. 


ARE ELECTRONIC CENTRE 


194 Edgware Road, London, W2 2DS 
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The first Super VHS machine in the UK which takes domestic 
video quality into a totally new league. It uses a Yin. CCD | 
image sensor with 420,000 pixels and can shoot in low light | 
down to 10 lux. It has a 10 power zoom, plus macro and 
many more goodies. 


speed, audio dub, insert edit, 
CCD, 9-54mm 6x zoom lens, 
Piezo auto focus — Supplied 
complete with carrying case, 
battery AC adaptor/charger, 
AV converter, shoulder strap, 
and character generator. 


PANASONIC MC-1 
This superb, compact VHS-C 
camcorder boasts all the features 
of the NVM7B above and is sup- 
plied complete with c/case, bat- 
tery, AC adaptor/charger, RF 
adaptor, DC input cable, VHS 
adaptor, AV output cable, shoulder § 
strap, VHS-C cassette tape and 
character generator. 


New VHS-C camcorder with 9-54/11.2 6x 
power zoom, 1/500 and 1/1000 sec shutter, 
piezo autofocus system with zones select. 
Audio/video fade in/out, date and time. Hard 
case and accessory kit. 
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LONDON’S LEADING VIDEO, TV AND HI-FI 


346/348 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 | 
_ FOR MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 


500 
O01 fom 4 event timer 
O ATTS: Auto Tape Time 
© etenehi 
supervision 
O One touch record 
O Electronic locking 
O Remote Control: RP50 


Va wU 

O Built-in teletext decoder 

O Teletext programming 

© 1 year, 4 event timer 

O RP6LCD remote control 
handset 

O Hi-Fi stereo 

WS 4 ( ) 

© 1 year, 4 event timer 

O IPS: Intelligent Program- 
ming System 

© Full feature armchair pro- 
grammable handset 

O ATTS: Auto Tape Time 
Select 

O HQ supervision 


MULTISYSTEM 
For those ardent travellers 
who like to take a television 
along with them, the Multisys- 
tem Television is just the 
thing. Receiving most broad- 
casting systems throughout 
the world, Grundig's Multisys- 
tem PAL | (GB sound), PAL-D 
rn sound), SECAM-L (Fr), 
ECAM-BG (East Germany), 
SECAM-DK (OIRT), NTSC 
3.58MHz with 4.5MHz sound, 
NTSC 3.58MHz with 5.5MHz 
sound, NTSC 4.43MHz. 


24” (59cm) GHIA Teletext 

O Combined with Hi-Fi stereo 
video recorder — VS 340 

O 2 x 20 watts spatial sound 
with full stereo from stereo 
source 

O Detachable swivel 
mounted speakers 

O Teletext: 80 page number 
memory 

O Remote control: TP650 
Data 

T70 O Supplied with stand 


Elegant televisions to grace your home. Equally suited to the 
living room, bedroom or coffee table, the Classic range from 
Grundig represents superior quality and superb value for 
money. All models have Grundig's Colour. Transient improve- 
ment and are controlled in armchair comfort by infra red remote 
units. A comprehensive two year guarantee ensures peace of 
mind and German engineering provides technical excellence. 


You may have noticed that the exclusive range of Grundig TV & 
Video is not available everywhere. The reason is simple: such 
quality requires fully trained staff with an indepth knowledge of 


side 


| the product and excellent backup service which only PNR can 


offer. PNR Audiovision are appointed Grundig Centre for the 
London W1 & W2 area. We stock full range of Grundig 


products. 


All our pric 


s othen 


| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
| 
| 


| 


4 


f 


01-706 3229 


} style TVs. 


} technology brings you the cleanest picture ever. 


A y >_> i 


SPECIALISTS : | 


rity > LT 


i year/8 events Timer, LCD Display, IR clad with | 
Programme Memory, Audio Dubbing, ih Spec 
Index Search 


oe : | 


14 day/4 Ti , LCD Display IR Remote with 
HR-D4OOEK seers omer, stand Noedees Sa | 


High resolution CCD (390K 
pixels) 6 zoom, full auto 
focus/white balance, time 
and date input, master edit- 
ing control, twin speed, 
variable speed shutter. 


CT3701TX 
Mitsubishi perfection of worid's first mass-produced 89cm television picture tube (as | 


CT2531BM | 


certified by Guiness Book of Records) has h a whole new dimension on to 
and video viewing. At last, the video revolution has been matched by truly cinema 


CK3751TX cT2530Tx 


Full range of Mitsubishi Black Diamond FST televisions in ready stock. At PNR our ! 
main aim is to provide the ultimate in modem, stylish and hi roducts | 
which are not easily available with any other stores. The ibishi Black Dit 


01-995 4183 01-995 7361 01-7421510 01-995 4570 (FAX) 


GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES... 
| PENGUIN ELECTRONICS 


BEST PRICES ON ANY CAMCORDER 
CAMCORDERS, VIDEO, T.V. CENTRE 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 3 MONTHS PLUS 
6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON FOLLOWING:— 


FERGUSON TVs VIDEOS 


only £71.66 for 6 months. Beings ade isa 
only £88.33for6 months. —_Fy.39S Super VHS £166.66 for 6 months. 
only £83.33 for 6 months. CAMCORDER 

only £99.99 for 6 months. 

only £53.33 for 6 months. ECOS 


£183.33 
Fisher 8mm unbeatable price £699 
only £66.66 for 6 months. and many more P 


CANON — NOW IN STOCK 


6 MONTH INTEREST FREE CREDIT (Ask for Details) 


Canon E70 inc. Hard Case £899 Canon E708 inc. Hard Case £1499 Canon E77 


S-VHS CAMCORDERS & RECORDERS 


FERGUSON, JVC, PANASONIC INSTOCK RING FOR BEST PRICE 
‘NICAM TVs WITH S-VHS INPUT STO 
TOSHIBA, PANASONIC, JVC, MITSUBISHI 


CANON PANASONIC 
sae ey, oe pel ues E708 + E70 Camcorders M7 Camcorder 
GF-S1000 EK Camcorder VIDEO TAPES 8mm MC10 Camcorder 
ete MAXWELL — — SONY M-S1 Camcorder 
Full range JVC Video Midi + GR-45 in stock TDK — — CANON MC6 Camcorder 


RECORDERS SONY + SANYO + CAMCORDERS 
PANASONIC G40 VM-D1 VHR 4150 CCD F330 
PANASONIC G45 VM-D5 VHR 3300 CCD F340 
PANASONIC G48 VM-D3 VHR 4350 CCD v90 

PANASONIC SVHS CCD v200 


AKAI VIDEOS 


BEST PRICE 
BEST PRICE 
BEST PRICE 
BEST PRICE 
BEST PRICE 
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ODMANS x* JAMO x ARISTON * Q DECK * PIONEER * AKAI x TOSHIBA * NEC x SANYO * JBL * HARMAN KARDON 


oe: | The New 
Generation 
of Digital 
Television 


Award winning 
designs 
incorporating the 
most advanced 
technology. Digital 
technology, which 
provides digital 
precision, superior 
sound and absolute 
reliability. 


BIG SCREE 


Tere crecteeyecnduie vt aces see cee tees deny ORE ah 29” UNKEN, Multi-Sy: , Tel 

72" SONY Projection Screen (Multi-System 29” NORDMENDE, Multi-System, Teletext .... rats ; 
SANYO 46” Projection Screen, Mu ilt i it) 28” TOSHIBA, AKAI, PIONEER, FERGUSON, 

{ESCH RPOIOCHON) 2 ip cs ssc ce vvanstie-cccuntsancsusemee es coiuh ane 25” TOSHIBA, PIONEER, AKAI, FERGUSON, SONY, SANYO................ £POA 
33” PANASONIC TV, Teletext, Stereo, fst............. eee eeeeeeeeereeereerees £POA 21” PIONEER, AKAI, TOSHIBA, NEC, FERGUSON, SHARP, SANYO £POA 
33” TELEFUNKEN, Multi-System, Stereo, Teletext .................cceeeeeeeees FERGUSON 59K5, 51K5 £POA 
BO TOSFHBA St; TOMIOXE can csducdgeicencondavk teasenestcbneke rsh snee ca neeeiN ees LOEWE Multi-System TV’s 21-32 inches now in stock ..............c.::0ceeeeees PO, 


SALE ON MULTI SYSTEM VIDEO 


HERE COMES A VIDEO (MULTI SYSTEM) 
TO PLAY AMERICAN TAPES ON YOUR PAL TVs 


NationalNV:G-50 (NTSC; PallBsaPalil SoCaI) tia. Fence acs osace ce sccnnegenteeagesetevumer sonMits dee R ue Rec ls sgauiny aaans noes eeheniss ase P 
NationabNyG:SO0: it eects ee epee bee Co wis Abe ac san abel eCRee HOU Pa SLE Sea EAR Eb ks Lge aews HoUeLeespae se 4 
Pp 


stem, 


National NV G-500 (All systems mentioned above + French Secam) ........s..s.ssssessesessesssersesvesvesvesesseesvesvesseeseesses,PLOLA. 
Sharp MUNRISySteMiM C2779. 5 ietorae sce Sent tha sean suatteneteseSeenebs <+snegeudagte cre ungting Casale SonmmMlee a anelnn acon Leginadicuaaal 


EXPORT MODEL TELEVISIONS & VIDEO 


PAL B VIDEO HITACHI VT528 Switchable ................ POA TELEVISIONS 
SHARP VC-481N (Remott ” Multi- wallets 
RATIONAL NUGHOEN 4 TAX FREE EXPORT EXPORT SYSTEM SOM Of Palace Sins. Toebod 


NATIONAL NVG30EN JVC 14” Multi-System ......ccc:0cceceseen POA SONY 27" Pal/Secam, Stereo, Teletext ........... £550 
NATIONAL NVG33EN £299 AIR FREIGHT NATIONAL 14” PalB pep. MECNO cc. 


SONY 20” Pal B, ReMOte...........-ccsseeseeccessseee £340 
TOSHIBA 21” Multi-System... 


FOAMING BOREL OR SHIPMENT TOSHIBA 14” PalB, Remote ........ PO GRUNDIG, 
AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT PANASONIC 16” Pal B, Remote .......... POA TELEFUNKEN, 
PAL/SECAM VIDEO PANASONIC 21” Remote, Pal/Secam £270 NORDMENDE & 
HITACHI VT518 Switchable POA THE WORLD SONY 18” Pal B, Remote ........:sec:eee POA MANY MORE AVAILABLE 


COMPANY/LOCAL AUTHORITY/HEALTH AUTHORITY FOR EXPORT QUANTITY ORDERS — IN BOND (Excl. 
ORDERS AT SPECIAL RATES VAT & Duty Prices) — PLEASE RING OUR HOT LINES: 
01-995 4183 & 01-742 1510 
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME — QUOTE PRODUCT, 
CREDIT CARD NO. FOR DELIVERY IN 24 HOURS WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN SHIPMENT ABROAD — AIR OR SEA 
A @ CALL SAVES YOUR VALUABLE TIME AND MONEY 


PLEASE RING US FOR ANY OTHER MODELS — TOO MANY TO LIST 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES 


PENGUIN ELECTRONICS — es 


464 CHISWICK HIGH ROAD 295 CHISWICK HIGH ROAD 
LONDON W4 5TT LONDON W4 5TT 


NEAREST TUBE STATION, CHISWICK PARK 


PIONEER * AKAI x TOSHIBA * NEC * SANYO * JBL * HARMAN KARDON * CASTLE * SONY * JVC * TELEFUNKEN * SHAR 
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* AMSTRAD x FISHER * GOODMANS * JAMO x ARISTON * Q DECK * PIONEER * AKAI * TOSHIBA * NEC * SANYO * JBL * ARISTON * Q DECK x PIONEER x AKAI x TOSHIBA * 


BEST PRICES IN TOWN 
SPECIAL OFFERS 


VIDEO RECORDERS VIDEO RECORDERS (cont) 
Jvc sol 


NY 
HRD 320EK .. SLV201 (VHS) 
HRD 400EK 1 
HRD 500EK 
Pre HRD 700EK 
: ‘i HRD 750EK .. 
... with quality products from Ohnar. HRD 330EK 
Double your zoom and more than double ep ay Sa 
your wide angle, simply and economically hate der bacbiwice 


VideoLong , — Sart ia CAMCORDERS 


JVC GF-S1000EK 
The Ohnar 2x, 4 element : NVD48B JVC GRC45EK 


converter doubles your zoom : : 3 Ferguson FC04 . 
i.e. 6 x zoom becomes 12 x ar f 469 Ferguson FCOS 
zoom! Brings images into : : Panasonic NVM7B 


close-up that are normally é gg Kes } cco ga 
anasonic ‘ 


i sd ia _ Sony CCD F330. 
ge Sei 
° nm 
4 Video Wide VR6870 Hi os 
: VR6670 LCD. £349 SONY TV'S 
The Ohnar 0.5x, 3 element wide VR6648 
angle converter doubles your angle seo 
of view. Perfect for landscapes and . 
' indoor recording. Available soon 
Ultra wide angle 0.35x macro lens 
for fish-eye style recording. Fittings 
available for virtually all video cameras. 


ee ee OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE 
Please send me details of Ohnar Video Converters (SAE enclosed). FOR BEST PRICES PLEA SE PHONE 
Name SF MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT THE U.K. 
iE ca REPRE EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Bush & Meissner Ltd igi? PHONE 01 -580 4632 


52A, Watling Street 


Radlett (Herts) ZMeisono No. 3 Tottenham St. 
WD77NN. London W1P 9PB 
(Nearest Tube Stn. Goodge St.) 


SCOOP PURCHASE 
ALL EX RENTAL MACHINES 
PRISTINE EQUIPMENT 
COMPLETE SYSTEM INC: 
BATTERIES: EXECUTIVE 
CARRY CASE; SHOULDER 
STRAP; AV OUTPUT CABLE; 
BATTERY CHARGER 


ORIGINAL PRICE £1299.00 


This is not a mini format - Same cassette as home video 
Auto Focus/6x Power Zoom/15 Lux — Negative Positive Facility and Macro — Auto Iris BLC and Fader — White Balance auto/Preset 


FULL 12 MTHS PARTS/LABOUR GUARANTEE 


Mail Order Phone Access/Visa or Mail Cheques/Po;s to: 
JOHN TODD VIDEO SERVICES, IMMEDIATE DESPATCH, SHOWROOM AND TEST FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR CALLERS. 
CASH ON DELIVERY SERVICE (U.K. MAINLAND ONLY). 
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Canon 


Canon E70 


Lower price! 8mm 
camcorder with 1/1000 
sec shutter, 10 sec self- 
timer, interval timer. 


6x f1.4 power zoom, self-timer, 7 lux 
operation, fade in/out. Full accesso 
kit supplied. Save £159 on RRP! 


ie 


pia control. Save £ 


MSS50 has 400 li 
multi-zone autofo 
JVC GR-S77, als 


at FOX TALBOT 


recording/editing 
functions. 7 lux wae operation, 
29 on RRP! 


£740 
Canon 
E708 


8mm camcorder 
with IR remote 
controlling f1.4 
8x power zoom 
lens, built in titler and all 


£1170) 


tion, stereo hi-fi sound, 
ected April. 
C has 420,000 pixels, 8 


heads, 8x two speed power zoom and 3-page digital 


image superimposer. EXPE) 


8mm, f1.6 6x power zoom, 400,000 
pixel CCD, 1/2000 sec shutter, 7 lux 
operation, edit search. With hard 
case. RRP £1499. FateY 


| So 


Minolta C-50E 
VHS-C. Wide field auto- 


focus. 24x zoom with 
optional lenses. EEE) 


cont 


8mm format. 12-72/f1.6 6x power 
zoom, digital storage of two images 
in 8 colours, date/time. £70 of 
extra accessories free! F¥ZE) 


Vv200 


State-ot-the-8mm-art. ENG-style with 11-88/f1.2 
8x vari-power zoom. 1/50 — 1/4000 shutter, 5 lux, 
digital stereo, narration microphone. 


JVC GR-45 


VHS-C camcorder 
Twin speed shutter 
and zoom. 


JVC GF-S1000 S-VHS hi-fi 1999.00 Tamrac978LargeGreybag __ ue 
PanasonicMS1S-VHS+LCDTV —_—- 1699.00 Tamrac979SuperLargeGreybag __ 
Panasonic MC6 VHS-C 799.00 JVCBNV6GU NiCad (GR45) 


Sony SP5 8mm weather resistant_ 1199.00 


Sony NP22NiCad(V50,V200) —S=—-29.00 


Sony F3408mm+£100freeaccs. 1099.00 


Sony NP77 NiCad (V90, F330,F340) 59.80 


BOT 


SAL 


443 The Strand, London WC2. 01-379 6522 
154 Tottenham Court Rd, W1. 01-387 7001 


£1500 Instant Credit available, subject to status. Ask for written details. 
Open 9.00 to 5.30 Mon-Fri, 5.00 Sat. Goods subject to availability. E. & 0. E. 


Mail Order — add £2 p&p. 9 Bolney Way, Feltham, Middx. 01-898 5845. 
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UP TO £300 | 
OFF SELECTED! 
CAMCORDERS | 


DEANS 


PHILIPS VKR 6830 


HO Vise 


PHILIPS 


ONLY «x £799.95 « 


(INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE) 
HOT LINE 01-402 6666 (3 LINES) 


SONY — SHARP — SANYO — AKAI — AIWA 


OUR PRICE IS RIGHT 


VIDEO RECORDERS CAMCORDERS 

Akai VS-23EK £299.00 Bauer Bosch VCC-826... £1099.00 
Akai VS-55EK £799.00 
Akai VS-66EK 

Akai VS-75EK F 

Ala VS-77EK i JVC GRA-30EK 

JVC HRD-320EK j JVC GR-45EK 


JVC GRS-77EK 
JVC HRD-400EK f 
JVC HRD-500EK JVC GSF-1000EK 


Panasonic NVMC-6 
pe pirat é Panasonic NVM-7B 
4 . Panasonic NVMC-10 

JVC HRD-S30EK ‘00 Panasonic NVMS-1 
JVC HRD-5000EK 999.00 — panasonic NVMS-50 .... 
Panasonic NVG-40 ........ t Hitachi VMC-40 £699. 
Panasonic NVG-45 ....... Hitachi VM-600 
Panasonic NVD-48 
Panasonic NVF-70B R Sony CCDF-340 
Panasonic NVFS-1B ; Sony CCDF-200 
Sharp VCW-805 } 
COLOUR TELEVISIONS vyipEO TAPES 
Sony KVM-14U9Y : E-120 (for ten) £23.50 
Sony KVM-14TUSY . - (for ten) £25.00 
Sony KVX-21T 9. E-24 (for ten) £35.00 
Sony KVDX-27TU Hl - (for ten) £40.00 
Sony KVDX-271TU ; (for ten) £50.00 
JVC AVS-250ET iy (each) £7.50 

LOWER PRICE ELSEWHERE, GIVE US A RING, WE WILL MATCH 


— BAUER 


dawsons 


The Video 8 Specialists 


FULL RANGE OF SONY CAMCORDERS ON 
DEMONSTRATION 


HITACHI 


SONY 
CCDF330 With Digital Superimposer . ... £749.95 
(New Low Price) 

CCDF340 With Digital Superimposer & 

Electronic Shutter 
CCDSP5_ Sports (New Low Price) £1199.95 
CCDV90_ Pro Best Buy £1149.95 
CCDV200 Pro PCM Stereo 

(In stock) £Phone for Best Price 

PREVIOUS OWNED 8mm CAMERAS FROM UNDER £300 
(AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS) 
PANASONIC 
NVM7 _ Full size VHS (New Low Price) £1099.95 
NVMS1_ Super VHS (Now In Stock) .. .£P.0.A. 
NVMC6 ‘C’ Format... (New Low Price) £899.95 
NVMC10 ‘C’ Format + Character gen.. .£P.0.A. 
VIDEO LIGHTS* NEW MODELS 
Sunpak CV150* 
Sunpak CV200* 
Sunpak CV300 
PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 


dawsons, 23 Seamoor Rd, Westbourne. 
Bournemouth %& (0202) 764965 


BUY WITH CONFIDENCE — ESTABLISHED OVER 15 YEARS 
SOUTH LONDON’S LEADING DEALER FOR HI-FI - AUDIO - VIDEO 
Mail Order Service Ring 01-767 2810 
Add £8.00 Securicor Delivery in the UK. 


JUPITER AUDIO CENTRE 


76 TOOTING HIGH STREET, LONDON SW17 
TEL: 01-767 1006 01-767 2810 01-672 7235 


YyMIv — Ivoiv — OANWS — duWHS — ANOS — GOOMNA> — SIINHIAL | 
| 


SHARP — SANYO — AKAI — AIWA — JVC — PANASONIC — 


ANOS — 


Jvc — SHARP — PANASONIC — HITACHI 


VIDEO PRICE BREAKTHROUGH 
CANON E70 VIDEO OUTFIT 


(Including Hard Case, Battery, Tape, Mains Charger, Connecting Leads) 


LARGE STOCKS OF 
MOST LEADING MAKES 
OF CAMCORDERS 
AND ACCESSORIES 


MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 


Access 6-8 COTHAM STREET, ST HELENS, BARCLAYCARD 
an, MERSEYSIDE WA10 1SA 
Tel: 0744 26246 a, 


CHESHIRE CAMERAS LTD., 
17 CHESTERGATE, 
MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE SK11 6BX. 
Tel: 0625 33084 
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What Video May 1989 


WAIT BEFORE YOU BUY! NO ONE BEATS US 


A & CALL COULD SAVE YOU MONEY AND VALUABLE TIME 


AKAI 

AKAI VS23EK NEW............-00ss00ssese 
AKAIVS35EK SP/LP.......... 

AKAI VSSSEK.............. 


AKAI VS66EK ... 
AKAI VSA77 Hi What Video Best Buy 
AKAIVS75 HIFI .... 


FERGUSON 

FERGUSON FV20B ................ 
FERGUSON FV21R 
FERGUSON FV22L .... 
FERGUSON FV26D ..... 


PANASONIC 

PANASONIC NVG12 

PANASONIC NVGA4O......... 
PANASONIC NVG45 SPILP... 
PANASONIC NVD48 PIP 
PANASONIC NVD80 HIFI cae 
PANASONIC NV-FS1B SVHS....... 


MITSUBISHI 

MITSUBISHI HS-349 ................. 
MITSUBISHI HS-B10 .. 
MITSUBISHI HS-B20 .. 
MITSUBISHI HS-B30 
MITSUBISHI HS-B70 SVHS 


PHILIPS 

PHILIPS VR-6180.........--.000++ 
PHILIPS VR-6185... 

PHILIPS VR-6843 SP/LP .. 


PIONEER 
PIONEER VR-515 ........-....0s-sc0000 
PIONEER VR-727 HIFI 


SONY 

SONY SL-F25 Betamax ... 
SONY SLV-201 VHS 
SONY SLV-401 VHS 
SONY SLV-801 VHS... 


NOW ON DEMONSTRATION AT 


FERGUSON 


HITACHI CPT1476-14” RVC............ 


P.0.A HITACHI CPT2176-21” FST 

“POA HITACHI CPT2488-24” FST T/T 
"BOA. Other models available 
P.0.A 


PANASONIC 
PANASONIC TC1475-14” /R 
£315 | PANASONIC TC1675-16"/R 
£318 | PANASONIC TC2175-21" 
£345 | PANASONIC TC2475-24" 
“e499 J PANASONIC TX2178-21" T/T 
“BOA. | PANASONIC TX2472-24" 1/7 
P.0.A. || MITSUBISHI 
MITSUBISHI CT1447BM . 
MITSUBISHI CT2144TX 


pan MITSUBISHI CT2146TX - 
POA, | MITSUBISHI CT2534TX «nen 
POA, | MITSUBISHI CT2553STX Nicam 
a Other models available 
P.0.A 
PIONEER SV2103 
£260 J PIONEER SV2502.... 
. cre PIONEER SV2802 
SONY 
SONY KV14U-14" N/R .... 
. P.O.A. I SONY KV14UG-14” R/C 
POA SONY KVM14TV-14" T/T . 
SONY KV19XMTV-19" R/C 
£290 | SONY KV211XMTV-21” FST... 
355 | SONYKVX2iTV-21"T/7 ... 
“BOA. | SONY KVX25TV-25" 1/7 
P'0.A. | SONYKVDX27T 


HI Fl SOUNDS 


wc stereo 


PIONEER SHARP SONY PANASONIC AKAI 


_P.0.A. | FERGUSON 14J1-14”NR.. 

"$325 IP FERGUSON 14J2-14” RIC. ccsccrensne 

“BLO.A. | FERGUSON 14J9-14" AC/DGNIR oo cccsnrnnn 
POA. 9] FERGUSON 14J2-14” AC/DC RIC .....cssssssssenen 
P.O.A. | Dther models available 

.P.0.A. 7 HITACHI 


A 
S555 
>>>> 


Sug 


ed 
Se555 
>>r>r>> 


m fri oa 


AIWA 
AIWA G900 PAL/SECAM.................::ssssssssseseesesrees 22S 


AKAI 
AKAI VS35EV PAL/SECAM 4/8hrs 
AKAI VS22"EV PAL/SECAN .............--00sss0000 


HITACHI 

HITACHI VT518 Pee jamieted 
HITACHI VT538 PAUSECAM aoamnate 
HITACHI VT548 PAL/SECAM SPILP .............. 
HITACHI VT498 M/SYSTEM . Heras ti 


0: 
as 
> 


3300-0 
esse 
>>>> 


Jvc 
JVC HRD 211EM PAL/SECAM.............:+0-s0ssseeees 
JVC HRD 566 M/SYSTEM HIFI .............000+ 
JVC HRD 158 M/SYSTEM 

Incl FRENCH REC/PLAY .. 
JVC HRD 337 M/SYSTEM SPILP............ 
JVC HRD 530E PAL BHIFI. eee 
JVC HRD 257 M/SYSTEM ........2:.-ssssees0000 


S555 OF 
>>>> $F 


wT 


NATIONAL NVD38 Awe ee 
NATIONAL NVH75 HIFI...... ee 
NATIONAL NVGSOBX. WiSvStEM eae ates 
NATIONAL NVG500 M/SYSTEM 


Vw 
So555555 
>>>>>>> 


SHARP 
SHARP VC779 M/SYSTEM ..........ss0ss0000s0sss0s00ssee PAOLA. 
SHARP VC789 M/SYSTEM . P.0.A. 


ALL EXPORT PRICES PLUS VAT 


JVC C140KM-14" ....., 
JVC C210KM-21” 


NATIONAL 
NATIONAL TC450-14” N/R PAL B .... 
NATIONAL TC1471-14” R/C PALB .. 
NATIONAL TC2180-21" R/C PAL B/| 
NATIONAL TC2680-26" R/C PAL BM... 


PANASONIC 
PANASONIC TC1665-16" R/C PALB... 
PANASONIC 102175-21” R/C PALB. 
PANASONIC TC2465-24” R/C PALB............ 


PHILIPS 
PHILIPS 15CN4321-15"-7 SYSTEM .... 
PHILIPS 200T6350-20"-11 SYSTEM... 
PHILIPS 26C16470-26"-11 SYSTEM....... 


PIONEER 
PIONEER SV2502-25" PAL/SECAM . 
PIONEER SV2802-28" PAL/SECAM . 


SONY 

SONY KV1440-14" WR PALB ... 
SONY KV1442ME-14” R/C PALSECAM 
SONY KV1902-19" R/C PALB . 
SONY KV2102 PAL/SECAM ... 
SONY KV2093-21" PALISECAM/NTSC 
SONY KV25XSD-25" PAL/SECAM 
SONY KV27TCD-27" PAL/SECAN ....... 


ALL EXPORT PRICES PLUS VAT 


PLEASE RING US FOR ANY OTHER 
MODELS — TOO MANY TO LIST 


‘VIDEO RECORDERS 


JVC HRD 700EK 
Picture-in-picture — Digital freeze 
strobe 
9-frame multi screen 
Intro search, channel scan etc. 


HRD 320EK ... 
HRD 330EK 

HRD 400EK ... 
HRD 500EK HI F' 
HRD 530EK HI FI 
HRD 750EK 

HRD 257MS-MW/SYS' 


DvVvV UU 
20000006 
>>P>P>> 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


JVC HRD 750 HI Fl 

Hi-Fi VHS Stereo LCS program- 
mable unified VCR/TV, remote con- 
trol, 48 channel PLL 
tuner with Nicam de- 
coder, tape counter, in- 
dex, intro and time 
search. Hi-Fi ez 
Long Play mode. 

year/8 event timer. ‘And much more. 


TELEVISIONS 


C140EK-14" R/C ... 

C210EK-21" R/C 

C140KM-14" R/C W/SYST. 

C210KM-21” R/C W/SYST. 

CX-60GB-6" M/SYSTEM.. f 
SALE SALE SALE SALE 
JVC 2151R-21" A/C... 

JVC 2151T-21” R/CT/T ... 

JVC 2153TS-21" R/C STE! 


VIDEO CAMERAS 


GR-45 


PHONE US FOR THE BEST 
PRICE IN U.K. 


AIWA FERGUSON HITACHI! 


| All goods Guaranteed for One Year — Extended Guarantees Optional Extra | 
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ELECTRONICS 
FOR LIVING.. 
Technics INEC| Cx 


K ATARI Commodore 


* Commercial and video products 

* Audio/Video household appliances 
* Home Computers and software 

* Computerised video games 


Stocks available from Bonded Warehouse 
Worldwide exports undertaken 


JASBRO LIMITED (J _ 


97 Kingsley Road 
Hounslow 
Middlesex TW3 4AH 
United Kingdom 


Telephone: 01-577 1644 
Fax No: 01-577 0967 
Telex: 295267 GURPALG 


PRODUCTION 
SO 


®@ “Comprehensive in its capabilities” 
@ “VideoStudio impresses greatly” 


WHAT 
VIDEO 


THE ZVP big silo PACKAGE IS A COMPLETE EASY-TO-USE VIDEO POST- 
PRODUCTION SOFTWARE UTILITIES SUITE, FEATURING: 


GRAPHIC A choice from up to 4096 colours. 

pa oan * A library of Wipe/Fade effects and Border (mask) patterns 
FFECTS for use with genlocked video. 

an * Customisable, Station Clock and broadcast style VTR startclock. 

FUNCTIONS. * A stopwatch with options such as day-and-date, frame display etc. 


TEST * A suite of standardised test patterns with audio test tones. 
FACILITIES Eg. Crosshatch, Testcard, Greyscale etc. 
TITLING A Main screen titler with multi-colour font operation. 


A Scroll titler with smooth vertical and horizontal scrolling. 

A Subtitler with colour ey sal text Cut, Fade and Print options. 
20 high-quality fonts, with Italic & Underline styles and Outline/ 
Drop-shadow rendering options. 

Overlay over live video or over background picture files (IFF) 
ponte by a paint Pecrece or a video digitiser/frame-grabber. 

* Importing/Exporting of Fonts to/from other packages. 
VIDEOSTUDIO produces an interlaced output directly compatible with all VCR 
formats & TVs and may be used with or without a genlock. It requires an Amiga A500/ 
1000 or 2000 computer with 2 disk drives and 1Mbyte of memory. 


VIDEOSTURNO IS AVABRINS OWN Boo cio cs. canervdsecceeesesonsesessrectbranrbeinevavedgutrs £92 
Also available: 
AMIGA GENLOCK DEVICES 


Minigen (for the home user) 
Rendale A8802 (for the pro/semi-pro 


GENLOCKS > SOFTWARE 
Minigen + Videostudi 
Rendale A8802 + Videootcio 


+ FE 


.... (Save £15) £193 
.. (Save £40) £339 


Other Amiga products are available, send large SAE for details. ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK VAT & P&P. Send PO/Cheques to: 


MAZE TECHNOLOGY 


QUALITY NEW & USED 
BROADCAST & INDUSTRIAL VIDEO EQUIPMENT - 


Tel: 01-977 1222 Fax: 01-943 5307 
| 


@Hitachi FP 21 Professional 3 tube colour camera, case ' 
NN CCD SSONIOS ois ab etary bapeensiacine Cantera vacua tent £1400 . 


@JVC BY 110 3 tube colour camera, A/C adaptor, micro- 
DIONIS CADIG CASO Foie). nc cc faceens ve asaadatene dans casaeesveouee £1500 
£1500 


Many, many, more cameras in stock — PHONE FOR LIST 


U-MATIC EDITING 
@ Sony & JVC U-Matic edit suites from 


@ Panasonic V3 3 tube colour camera, batts, A/C, micro- 
phone, case. (Good in low light) 


@ Panasonic NV 8500 Professional VHS 
@ Panasonic AG6500 Edit suite (NEW) ..............: cee 


MONITORS 


@ Various 6”, 9”, 14”, and 20” from 


Many more items in stock. All products sold with a 3 month warranty. 
We 


BARC: AYCARD| ii 


All above prices include VAT 


FOR FULL LIST PHONE 
01-977 1222 


If you are looking for the maximum flexibility in video titling and computerised vi 
post-production at the minimum cost then an Amiga based system is a must. 


AMIGA VIDEO SYSTEM 1 i 
Complete A500 COMPUTER SYSTEM (0.5 Mbyte memory, 1 Meg internal drive and 
starter pack of Tutorial, Basic & manuals etc) + TV modulator + 4 Games (& Joystick} 
+ TV & TEXT TITLING Software + PHOTON PAINT graphics software + —s 
GENLOCK 


(save over £130 on RRP) £599 


System 1 is intended for the cost conscious beginner or home video maker. It provides 
the basic facilities of overlaying titling or graphics over background video at a minimal 
cost and can be easily upgraded. i} 


AMIGA VIDEO SYSTEM 2 } 
Complete A500 COMPUTER SYSTEM (i.e. as above) + TV modulator + CAX354 1 
Meg Ext. Drive + A501 0.5 Mbyte mem. expansion + VIDEOSTUDIO SOFTWARE + 
RENDALE A8802 GENLOCK 

(save over £140 on RRP) £950 


System 2/2a is the RECOMMENDED system for pro/semi-pro user. The use of the 
Rendale A8802 genlock gives excellent performance and allows operation in both the 
‘foreground’ and ‘background colour keying’ modes. 


VIDEO SYSTEM 2a . . .as system 2 above + DELUXE PAINT II 


The Deluxe Paint I! entices package will also allow you to create your own logosi 
graphic images for use with the Videostudio software. 


AMIGA VIDEO SYSTEM 3 
Complete AS00 COMPUTER SYSTEM (i.e. as above) + TV modulator + CAX354 1 
Meg Ext. Drive + A501 0.5 Megabyte memory expansion + VIDEOSTUDIO 
SOFTWARE + MINIGEN GENLOCK 

(save over £100 on RRP) £799 


System 3/3a is the recommended MINIMUM system for the semi-pro/serious amateur 
video-maker who's budget cannot stretch to system 2 and/or who does not need the 
more advanced facilities available on system 2. The differences between systems 2 
and 3 are purely due to the genlocks used. 

VIDEO SYSTEM 3A . . .as system 3 above + DELUXE PAINT II 
(Systems based on the Amiga A2000 and/or studio quality genlocks are also available, 
on request. Please ring or write-in, giving your requirements, for details.) 


20 Woodlands Road, Walthamstow, E17 3LE 
Mail order only 01-520 3b 3 
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THIS MONTH’S BARGAIN OFFERS 


VIDEO RECORDERS 
AKAI FERGUSON HITACHI 
VS 23EK FV 30B VT 450 
VS 55EK FV 21R VT 520 
VS 66EK FV 22L VT 530 
VS 75EK FV 26D VT 522 
VS 77EK FV 14T VT 580 
rid 320EK PANASONIC 
HRD 400EK NVG 40B 
HRD 500EK NVG 45B 
HRD 700EK NVG 25B 
HRD 750EK NVD 48B 
HRD 530EK NVD 80B 


SANSUI a7 Last — A video processor unit that 

—— makes an art director and editor out of you. 
Wipes, fade in/fade out, overlap two scenes on the same 
screen, etc. The Sansui VX99 lets you use these 
professional techniques & more when editing your home 
video productions or dubbing tapes to create a new 
program. Superimpose and mix two pictures with a 
genlocked camera with incredible results. Digital art 
made possible with the built-in microcomputer; negative/ 


positive switching, with audio fade and mix. 


ALL THIS AT AN 
UNBEATABLE 
PRICE OF 


£249 9; 


TELEVISIONS 


COMPLETE RANGE OF — 


SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, HITACHI, JVC, FER- 
GUSON, GOLDSTAR, TOSHIBA, AMSTRAD, 
FISHER, PIONEER, PHILIPS, SANYO, SHARP, etc. 


MAIL ORDER 


Our Mail Order Service is second to none. We guarantee 
next day. delivery in the weekdays. Simply give credit 


card details and leave the rest to us. 


HARP ELECTRONICS 
237 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, 


LONDON W.1 


Telephone: 01-636 4611 
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CD VIDEOS IN 
STOCK NOW! 


FERGUSON 
SATELLITE 

RECEPTION 
FOR ASTRA 


. £299 


STOCKS! 
LIMITED 


VIDEO ENHANCERS 
VIVANCO VCR 2044 


Video amplifier and enhancer. Supplies signals to up to 4 
video recorders simultaneously. The enhancer facility 
reduces any quality loss. Controls for separate colouring, 
brightness and contrast. Soft fade-in or fade-out of 
pictures and sound. 


VIVANCO VCR 3044 
In addition to the functions of the VCR 2044 this model has 
a sound mixing facility (micro, tape, video). Headphone 
terminal: for controlling the sound quality. Due to the 
variable screen division facility you achieve possibility of 
direct picture comparison on one monitor. 
59.45 


SONY 
EVDT1 
6” colour 
TV/monitor; 
VHF/UHF 
Tuner; SP/ 
LP, 1 week 
3 event 
timer; A/V 
in and out 
terminals; 
12/24 volts/ 
220/240v; 
Remote 
Control. 


£775 
VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


We stock a comprehensive range 
of audio and video accessories 
including batteries, cases, lights, 
tripods, microphones, adaptors, 
chargers, tapes, styli, mixers, aer- 
ials, enhancers, editing suites, etc. 


PRICE PROMISE 


If prior to purchase, you find any of 
our products advertised else- 
where cheaper, and in stock, we 
will beat the price at the time of 
purchase. 


We also stock a wide range of 
computers and _ accessories/ 
software. 


MAC DONALD 
ELECTRONICS 


70 OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON W1 
Tel: 01-631 5298. 
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VHS Recorder Prices and Facilities 
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Stereo (L) 
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interested in, you can order a past copy from our 


Test Reprint service. 


up two recorders for copy/edit work. 
Test Date: If we’ve reviewed a machine you’re 


Nicam: Able te decode digital stereo TV sound. 
Slow Motion, Frame Advance, Insert Edit, Audio Dub: All 


features which will be useful if you plan a lot of 


editing. 
Digital FX: Cam imelude picture-in-picture, multi- 


segment screen, digital still etc. 


AV Sockets: We’ve listed these to help you hook 


Infra-Red (T) Transmittable 


Stereo L: Twin linear tracks. Not such good 


Remote Control: IR 
quality as hi-fi. 


| 
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SLV 201 VHS .... 
SLV 401 VHS .... 
SLV 801 VHS 

SLF25UB BETA 


Multi-TV Tuner (PAL B/G, D, |, SECAM B/G, D/K, L, 
NTSC M). 5-System Capability (PAL, MESECAM, SE- 
CAM, NTSC 3.58MHz. NTSC 4.43MHz). NTSC Play- 
back Function with PAL System TV. 8-Hour Recording 
and Playback (SP/LP/SLP, Double Super Fine Slow 
Super Still/Super Still Advance Double Speed Playback 
and Reverse Playback. New LCD Digital Scanner Pro- 
ramming System. 1-Month 4-Programme Calendar 
imer. Lap Time Indicator with Time Search Function. 
New Auto Operations. 


PANASONIC CAMCORDERS 


EXPORT VIDEO RECORDERS 


AIWA 

HVG 900 PAL-SECAM P.0.A. 5-System TV Tuner Lan B/G, D, |, SECAM B/G, D/K). 3-System 
CCD F330 HITACHI Capability (PAL/MESECAM/NTSC 4,43MHz) NTSC Playback Function 
CCD F340 + VT 518 PALUK/PAL B/SECAM My SH P.0.A. with PAL System TV. Playback Capability in LP/SLP Modes. Double 
CCD V90 VT 498EM MULTI SYSTEM SCE "POA. Super Fine Slow/Super Still/Super Still Advance. Double Speed 
CCD 200... SPECIAL NATIONAL Beh ae ie y Playback and Reverse Playback. Digital Scanner Programming 
EVDTI, TV + VIDEO P.O.A NVG 130EM PAL-SECAM P.O.A System. 1-Month 4-Programme Calendar Timer. Lap Time Indicator 

; . a 21) PO. 


with Time Search Function. New Auto Operations. 


CCD SP5 P.0.A. . ; 
RING FOR THE BEST PRICE. COMPLETE RANGE OF SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI TV's AVAILABLE EX-STOCK 


Screen Sizes Available 51- 
59-64 CMV. cmV FST 
Black Trinitron. Stereo 
spatial sound. Fastext Te- 
letext. 30 channels. On- 
screen colour, contrast, 
brightness, bass, treble, 
volume balance, volume, 


AND VIDEO sare a 
ACCESSORIES a peo 


VIDEO RECORDERS VIDEO RECORDERS 


AKAIVS23EK .......cccsccsessesssees SONY SLV401\...cj.ccsucahen 
AIKALVEBSENR oo. 20sonc.cucrsdeeoiens SONY SLVEOL, thas 
AKA VSBGEK .....r-ceseseee SONY EVS800 ooo... cseceeeee 

Te i ee AMSTRAD 6000 .......-....00.-.. 
GITACHINIS 20 05 secnccscansee ned AMSTRAD 6100: ork Sass 
svcd crea eeeteerereneeneeens PIONEER VR727_ .......2.02005 ee 
IVCHRD320 oe PIONEER VR625 PHONE 
SVC MADAOD: 25 cntoc.clenisay cies TELEVISIONS 


JVCHRD700 «.....cccsecseccsecccese, 2a 

Wve HRDVeO Pe en PIONEER 21”, 25" & FOR THE 

PANASONICNVG40............ DEDT cshssaccnaiscteov ote Phone SONY CDF330 

PANASONIC NVG45............. SONY KVDX27T .......scsscsses LOWEST 

PANASONICNVG48 SONY KVX25T: Conteh. lecsksks CANON E70 

PANASONIC NVG80.............5+ SANYO CBP2149 Dip............ cited PRICES 

SANYO VHR4160 ................ SANYO CBP2558 ................ S 

SANYO VHR4350 ..........00eeeee HITACHI TVs — Full ON 

ane eeic ee ae RanGC se ticcissaeisceetecy e 

SHARPVCTSION. (Oa S CAMCORDERS 
FO oR Rea ee ’ , ‘ . 

SHARP VCD801........., IN STOCK SHARP VLC650 JVC GR-45EK TVs & VIDEOS 


IN CAR SPECIALIST. Hi-Fi — TV — VIDEO CENTRE 
EXPORT MODEL TV AND VIDEOS AT LOWEST PRICES 
RING US NOW. RING THE BEST — FIND US CHEAPER THAN THE REST 
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NV-MS50 


TX-2162 


NV-G45 


NV-G40 


@ Main Panasonic stockist in Birmingham 
for videos, camcorders & TVs. 
@ Best prices and after sales service. 
@ A comprehensive range of Panasonic 
accessories stocked. 
NEW LOWER PRICES 


ON NVMC6 NVMC10 & NVM7 


Export models of Panasonic VCRs and TVs 
also available from stock. 
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SONY. SONY. SLV401 
CCD-F340 


We stock full range of Sony Camcorders, Videos & TV’s 


SLV401 CCDV200 KVDX271TU 
SLV201 CCDF330 KVM14TU 
SLV801 ~ CCDF340 KVX21TU 


NEW LOWER PRICES ON CAMCORDERS 
available at very very competitive prices with best after sales service 


ULTRA COMPACT SIZE a C0 RRECTO a 
94H x 62W x 94L MM ee : : 
Weighs 520g . eS A When copying from SVHS to VHS machines, colour 


correction could not be simpler using our new SVHS 
colour corrector. 


With ‘S’ signal input and composite output you can now 
colour correct at a purer signal level than can be achieved 
with current colour correctors requiring composite input 
and output. For these using a second SVHS machine use 
the ‘S’ output for even better results. 


PRICED AT ONLY £199.95 + £2.50 p+p 


=. (RGB) INTERFACE 


£99 Nicad : By bu a ‘We oir and the 

~*~ y uy é : ; 
bay oof modular mans pack arg Our interface is available now! at £79.95 plus £1.50 P&P 
abint A iecich powered from the mains, (allow 21 days for delivery). Mail Order only. Access 


7 pratcma leary nyse acnin cian accepted. 
Please send Unomat’s Catalogue 


ce omiarmaneas | | | Call Syntronix on 0332 — 553024 to order 


SYNTRONIX SYSTEMS 
St. Matthews House, Brick Row, Darley Abbey, 
Derby DE3 1DQ 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 


VWIDIEO “TW 
& AUDIO VISUAL EQPT. 


HIRE OR BUY 


@ CAMERAS VHS TO BROADCAST 
@ LARGE SCREEN VIDEO PROJECTORS 
@ VIDEO RECORDERS VHS & U-MATIC 


CLEARANCE SALE 
_ LOWEST PRICES 


KVDX27TU 
KV271TU 
KTX21TU 
KV211XMTU 
KVM19TU 
KVM14TU 
KVM14 


KVDX127TU 


@ MONITORS VIDEQ 
@ EDIT SUITES Sr Yat 
@ SLIDE & OVERHEAD PROJECTORS SLV801 
@ SCREENS CCD FV330 EVS800 


Shenans ie £749 and full range of Walkmans 
; COMPACT 10 COMPA S80oH 
\Bs 3 TRANSFERS & COPYING COMPACT 20 COMPACT 700CD 
— COMPACT 100CD COMPACT 900CD 
CLASSIC VIDEO SERVICES COMPACT 200CD COMPACT 1000CD 
143 HEATH PARK ROAD SONY 4 SONY 
ROMFORD ESSEX CCD v90 


— TEL: (04024) 74901 SP5 , 
BRANCHES ALSO LONDON AND KENT 


DELIVERY - INSTALLATION - COLLECTION 


Short or Long term hire, from one day upwards 
same day or early morning deliveries if required 


WORLDWIDE EXPORT oo “occ 


CAMCORDERS 


SONY 
Panasonic 
Canon 


Jvc 

@SANYO , 
FERGUSON § 
@HITACH! SE 
FUJI CCD-F330 


CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST. 


PANASONIC 
NV-MC10B 


PANASONIC 
ms NV-M7B 


TA = BARCLAYCARD 


BR AD FO RD i Tel 12 z7a) dart Ctr, Thornton Road. 
BRADFORD isc 
WAKEFIELD ia He rn 
HUDDERSFIELD ‘esn'sas"™ 


ELECTRO. CENTRES ~~ LIMITED 


LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS 
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SWa|skS a29Id-UIM] PUD Sa|qoUOdg SHA 


VIDEO T.V. 
HI-FI 
DISCOUNT 
ENTRE 
ALDERSHOT, HANTS. 
& REDHILL, SURREY 


HOW INTEREST FREE CREDIT WORKS FOR YOU: 


YOU MAY APPLY FOR EXAMPLE: TOTAL CASH PRICE 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT SONY CCDF330 10% DEPOSIT 
ANYWHERE YOU LIVE CAMCORDER BALANCE 


DescRPTiON 
VHS ‘C’ Camcorder 


nescmrenon | _paige@ | vePosr | 
Pro Beta 
Audio Video 
Processor 
VHS Recorder 
Processor 
oe oe > ae 
8mm Camcorder 89.99 
Shutter Speed A.F. 
8mm Camcorder 149.99 
Pro Remote Control 


VHS ‘C’ Camcorder 
Full Size VHS 
Camcorder 
CCD Camera 
x8 Zoom 7 Lux 
As Above, with 1329.99 @ 132.99 
Genlock 
CCD Camera 
x12 Zoom 10 Lux 
LCD Digital 
Scanner 3 Head 
LCD Digital 
Scanner 8 Hour Rec 


Digital PLP. 
LCD Digital Scanner 


NVG18 Digital P.1.P. 
Remote Control 

Nicam Hi-Fi 

Long Play 

Tuner Timer 22.50 Super VHS 

for NV180 Recorder 
VHS Portable VHS Recorder 
Incl Carry Case 

ital 


8mm Camcorder 
Shutter Speed A.F. 


VHS Recorder 


VHS Recorder 


VHS Recorder 


Super VHS VHS Recorder 
Camcorder 
Super VHS 
Handycam Camcorder 
Digi 
Pro Camcorder 
PCM Digital 


VHS Recorder 


Nicam VHS Hi-Fi 
8 Hour Recording 
VHS Video 
Long Play 
VHS Digital 
Video 


8 
8 


8mm Recorde 
PCM 6 Channel Stereo 


* 9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE DEFERRED FOR 3 MONTHS « 
@ CASH OR CREDIT CARD BUYERS CATERED FOR ALSO. PLEASE RING FOR DETAIL ® 


ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES 
CANON DM200 MIKE... PANASONIC VWVBM7 BATTERY .......... AICO TELEWIDE LENSKIT.... 
rao PAMeEE nae ENTER ae age ton 

\ PANASONIC VWVB30 BATTERY ..... 
CANONFILTER SET 46 x3 PANASONIC VWVBCS5 BATTERY .... VIVANCO 2044 ENHANCER ... 
CANON FILTER SET C/V ete. PANASONIC VWVBM3 BATTERY VIVANCO 3044 ENHANCER ... 
CANON BPE2VMET BATTERY... PANASONIC LCS2012 BATTERY VIDEOGONTROL ENHANCER. 
CANON BPE4 VME1 BATTERY ..... PANASONIC TC3093" COLOURT.V. BNC-BNCLEAD ............... Rs 


Basse 


CANON BPE22 VME2BATTERY . 
CANON BPE7 E70 BATTERY ....... 
CANON MM100 MIKE/MIXER _ . 
CANON MULTILENS WIDE/TELE KIT . 
CANON SCE2 SOFT CARRYCASE .... 
CANON SCE1 SOFT CARRYCASE . 
FERGUSON VA262 BATTERY .... 
FERGUSON VA263 BATTERY .... 
FERGUSON VA282 BATTERY .... 
FERGUSON VA283 BATTERY .... 
FERGUSON VA214 BATTERY .... 


FERGUSON VA285 EXT. LEAD . 
FERGUSON VA280 VIDEOLEAD . 
FERGUSON VA313 VHS ‘C’ ADAPT! 


sa8geBUsgeesorser sees: 
SSSS88883833883383 


PANASONIC VWACM1 CAR BATTERY CORD 


PANASONIC VWACCS CARBATTERY CORD... 


PANASONIC VWAC18 CAR BATTERY CORD 
PANASONIC VWR17 WIRED REMOTE ..... 


PANASONIC VWA18 NV180 BATT. CHARGER .. 
PANASONIC VWA11 NV180BATT.CHARGER .. 


SONY NP22 BATTERY ... 

SONY NP55 BATTERY 

SONY NP77 BATTERY 

SONY VCLI546TELELENS . 

SONY VCL0746 WIDE LENS . 

SONY HVR200 PANANDTILT . 
SONY RM84 REMOTE CONTROL. 
SONY VMC242 EXTENSIONLEAD . 
SONY UF150K CLOSE UP LENS KIT 
SONY ECMK120 MICROPHONE . 


BNC-RCALEAD ... 


STEREO PHONO-PHONO 5MTR 
5PINDIN2PHONOLEAD ...... 
5PINDIN4 PHONOLEAD ... 

SKART 6 PHON D 


SKAI 

FULLCOPYKIT ... 
DELUXE COPY KIT... 
PANASO! 

TDK P590 8mm TAPE 


TDKEC30VHS‘C' TAPE... 
MANY OTHER 


LSennoo- HNonyyySSosssi 
SSSESSSSSSSSSSSSSSRSSEEs 


PNOeNW 


MAIL ORDER 


PHONE QUOTE YOUR ACCESS 
BARCLAYCARD OR CREDIT CHARGE 
CARD NUMBER, SEND CHEQUE 
WITH ORDER 
ADD £4.99 PER PARCEL SECURICOR DELIVERY 
SMALLER ITEMS BY POST £3.49 
UK MAINLAND 


— HI-FI pice 
~TRU-FI vireo "0" 
10-12 Grosvenor Rd, Aldershot, 
Hants. Phone: (0252) 26390 


_ Hours: 9. 6 days. Hours: 9.30-6pm, 6 days. 
__RETRA MEMBER. -—-RETRAMEMBER 
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sep ce ALF piscouw 
TRU-FI vireo "Scour 
3  2Central Parade, Warwick Quadrant, 
London Hill, Redhill, Surrey 
Phone: (0737) 766128 
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FERGUSON FCO4/FC05/FC06/FC07/FCt 
CANON E70/E708/E97 

SONY CCDV200/CCDV90 8mm .. 
SHARP VCL73HA VHS ‘C’ 

SHARP VCL650 

SHARP VCL750 

SONY CCDF330/340 8mm ... 
PANASONIC NVMS1B 

PANASONIC NVMC10B... 

PANASONIC NVMC6B 


DUVUVUUD 
200000000 


bs 


AMSTRAD 6000/6100. 
“FERGUSON 3V58 hifi 


*FERGUSON 3V53 hifi 
FERGUSON NVFS1B 
PANASONIC NVG40/45/NVD48/NVG180 
PHILIPS VR6470/6185/6843 
PIONEER VR727 hifi 
SHARP VCA140/VCA5011 . 
SHARP VCD801 Pip Digital ‘ 
SONY EVABOO/SLV201 TSENAOUSEVB0T ssa cv ice hsscancctescasssoesseresane 
“Denotes display models 


3} 


Wy 
uid 


SO0000R% 
PPPP>>> 


FERGUSON 16” 
FERGUSON 16” Remote.... 
FERGUSON 16” Teletext ... 
FERGUSON 14” AC/DC .. 


MAIL ORDER ONLY 
AVAILABLE FROM 


Cavendish Distributors Ltd 


FERGUSON 21" Stereo/FST/TXT 
GOODMANS 6’ FST/Monitor AV 


SONY EVDT1 


209-212 Tottenham Court Road 


London W1 SAF 


Tel: 01-636 8372/323 4761 


PANASONIC M7 


VHS Camcorder with 
Character Generator 
1/500, 1/1000 Shutter 
Speed. 10 Lux 6 x 
Zoom Lens 9 - 54mm 
Audio Dub — Insert Edit 
— Rechargeable Battery 
includes case & 
ae 


“Interest free credit or free 1000 w. 


Video Light & Video Tripod worth 2120" £1099.95 


PANASONIC MC-10 
This superb compact 
VHS-C Camcorder 
boasts all the features of 
the M7 above, at 1.3KG 
weight & VHS cassette 
adapter, case & 
accessories. 


“Interest free credit or free 1000 watt — 
Video Light & Video Tripod worth £120 


PANASONIC MC-6 


£1099.95 
£899.95 


CANON E708 
S>,. Brand new 8mm Full Specifica- 
1 tion Autofocus Camcorder with 
Infra-Red Remote Control. 
* 8.5-68mm f.4 8 x Power 
I» Zoom Lens with Macro. 
* 1/1000 & 1/500 Second 
; High Shutter Speed, »* Flying 
mm erase head for iesep al 
* 7 Lux Low-Light Recording, %* Fade In/Out, * 400,000 Pixel 1/2” 
CCD, % Infra-Red Remote Controller for recording & Zooming 
“With free 1000 watt — Video Light 
& Video Tripod worth £120 £1249.95 
£999.95 / / 


CANON E77 with remote control 
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GOLDSTAR/SAMSUNG 14” 
5" TV/RADIO/Twin Cass 


Also available Pioneer — Panasonic — Sony — Ferguson — TV’s 
MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT U.K. CREDIT CARDS WELCOME. TERMS AVAILABLE 
WE DO NOT SELL GREY IMPORTS — ALL GENUINE U.K. MODELS (GUARANTEED) 


Authorized dealer 
TECHNICS — PANASONIC — KENWOOD — SONY - PIONEER — AIWA 


“Super VHS” 
hee arrived! 


PANASONIC MSI 


420 lines of horizontal 
resolution 10 x zoom 
lens — 420.00 Pixel 
CCD with Pro Hard 
case. 


With FREE Character Generator 
worth £150 £1599.95 


SONY V200 


8mm at its best — 
440,000 Pixel CCD — 
5 lux low light; 1/60th 
to 1/4000th shutter 
speed; 1imm_ to 
88mm 8 x zoom lens, 
stereo hi-fi sound. 


FREE 1000 watt Video ae 


& Video Tripod worth £ £1799.95 


SONY F 340 
New high resolution CCD 
imager. 7 Lux digital super- 
imposer — 2 pages in 8 col- 
ours — Noiseless still frame 
and slow motion playback. 


£1099.95 
£799.95 


*With fee 10 1000. we Video 
ideo Tripod roett £120 


SONY . 330 


Light & 


SHARP FERGUSON - GOODMANS — CANON - FUJI 
We can't list everything so please call for further details. 


SONY SP5 


This superb Camcorder 
incorporates the fea- 
tures of the F340 in an 
air-tight, splash proof 
sports housing. 


With 2 FREE 90min. batteries 


worth £120. £1299.95 


Mix it and Edit with the 
VIVANCO VCR 3044 

Video Audio Processor 
Control your editing with 
this sophisticated en- 
hancer Fader, preview 

of colour, contrast, luminance, sharpness, noise 

reduction + sound mixing from MIC, tape, CD, with 

Video sound. £279.95 

OTHER MIXERS & EDITORS 

Sony XVC 700 

Kramer VS 2E 

Kramer VS 4E 

VEC 1050 

Videonic DirectED 


VHS - C SYSTEM - 8mm? 

Confused? — Don’t be - our expert staff will 
guide you through the range with a live 
demonstration. 

Mail Order enquiries welcomed. 

Large selection of 
Second Hand Camcorders 
Photographic & Video Equipment welcomed 
in Part Exchange. 
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SQUIMDLMIAGE 


— 


@ VIDEO ACCESSORIES @ J £\ 
AUDIO VIDEO EDITOR 
Video Blanket wipe pattern 


generator plus Audio Mixer. 
“Add some life to your Editing”. 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


FROM 


AICO INTERNATIONAL 


£00.95 


COMPLETE VIDEO LIGHT OUTFIT 


The Ultimate Processor £199 + £3.00 p& Lighting unit wi 12v10W Quatz Halogen amp, inducing Heat 
Ideal for VTR Editing and Transfer etal £202, Fer, Rechargeable Battery, Recharger and Bam Doors, lel for 
ints or exter shootng. 


Vision Mixer . £199 + £2.50 p&p PIRI 
A + B Key, Caption & Stereo Audio Inputs with at least 30 
effects. 


SLIDE COPIER £115.95 


Fits all video cameras with 49mm or 52mm fiter thread. (Other 
adaptors availabe), Optically the best way to transfer slides onto 


Video Distributor £69 + £2.50 p&p videotape, enabling you to show your holiday pictures to fay and 
One In Five Out Total £71.50 fends wit setingup apr. 


SHOULDER SUPPORT £25.95 


PAL Encoder £149 + £2.50 p&p BICESTER 


For use with Gen Locked Computers Ananatomically shaped bracket, adjustable up to 9%” in length, 
contests 
PAL Colouriser £199 + £2.50 p&p ETRY RY) ‘stn bye ctl 
For Computer or Monochrome Camera Input. werd totatebeamitaleiheiey cbr 
Audio Video Distributor £89 + £2.50 p&p 
One In:Five Out, Stereo Audio Total £91.50 TELESCREEN £32.95 
Please send cheques for total prices stated to: nticadghen tet sy nih nt 


film tiles and to insert titles when duplicating films or slides, Size 8 x 
8" (20x 200mm) « ; 


TITLING SET £50.95: 


Make a professional ob of titling your videos, with this set 
comprising: Title frame, bracket, lose up lens andholder, complete 
with 49mm and 52mm Adaptor rings, plus an accessory Kit of 

ilustrated and coloured cards, masks, and self adhesive letters, 


COOMBE PRODUCTS LTD. 
21 MILL ROAD. LISS, HAMPSHIRE GU33 7BD. Tel: LISS (0730) 895278 (24hrs.) 
For enquiries and further information write to above address or ring 24 hour service 


Bristol Sony- 
the Camcorder 
Centre 


| “CAMCORDER OF THE YEAR!” 


66 after much soul searching, however, 
‘What Video’ has decided that the best 
Camcorder it has seen this year is the SONY 
F340. It's a great ore a edi 
variety of features —yet is brilliantly 
compact and handles W 

a treat!” ml 


Miyy 


WIDE/TELE LENS SET 


Quite often the zoom lens on your video camera cannot cope with 
cfificult filming situations. This set solves the problem of close in 
shots of large groups, or long distance sports or nature shots, by 
extending the coverage of your existing lens. 

(All prices inc. V.AT.) 
Wide/Telelens set, Mountis series 7 and 46mm, 

CA 49/52/58mm. Rings (0.57X and 1.4X) CW case, 
Compact wide/tele lens set. Mountis series” and46mm, 
C/N 49/52mm. Rings (0.7X and 1.4X) C/W case 

Wide/Tele lens set for JVC GRC9/Ferguson FCO6. 

C/W built-in viewfinders, (No rings required) (0.6X and 1.7X) 

CAV case. i) 


“Twoinone” wide/tele lens (one lens only) 

CAV 48/49/52mm rings (0.6X and 1.5%) CAV case 

Wide anglelens with macro, super compact. 46mm mount. 
C/AV49/52mm rings (0.6X) C/W case 

Ultra wide angle lens, compact, with macro, buit-inlens 
hood, 46mm mount. CAV 49/52mm rings (0.42X) CW case 
Telephoto lens 49mm mount. C/W46/52mm rings (2.0X) 
CW case 


CAR SUPPORT £39.95 


Video soenes taken from a moving car can be fun and exciting, Add 
anew dimension to your filming with this unique product. Special 
suction cup with 3-point suspension permits attachment to side or 
rear windows, or any smooth rigid surface. Suitable for cameras 
weighing up to 1.7 kg, Can also be used as a table tripod. A safety 
coord protects the camera from damage should the suction fail 
(Suitable fo interior or exterior filming) 

For further information see your local dealer orsend SAE. NAME, 
to ACO Intemational, Faraday Road, Newoury, 

Berkshire RG13 2AD. pos 


AICO 
INTERNATIONAL 


WHAT VIDEO 
JAN 1989 £ 


See it! Try it! Buy it, at... 
For this and all other superb Sony TON-S 
Camcorders, Video, TV, Hi-Fi the biggest ALSO why aS 
range of the finest equipment. Plus Sony \ 
cafe, service and repairs — give us a call. 


BRISTOL SONY CENTRE RONY ms 


The Bristol Sony Centre 8-10 Bond Street Bristol BS1 3LU 
What Video May 1989 


POSTCODE 


| HI-FI DOLBY WANT TO PROLONG THE LIFE 
FERGUSON STEREO VIDEO Ay OF YOUR VCR? 


—— AND DUBBING FACILITIES 


3V32 VHS @ Stereo @ Dolby @ Insert edit @ Audio 
[7 dub @ LP/SP @ Freeze @ SlowMo @ Camera 
socket @ New handset @ Instruction Leads 


- £250.00 
3V31 Facility as above. No L.P. £225. 00 


SV23 VHS @ 42 Function @ Programmable remote 

@ Freeze frame @ Variable slow mo @ Camera 

socket @ Dolby @ Edit start cue @ Repeat @ New 
handset @ Instruction leads etc. 


Here is a new product that can help. A video cassette rewinder will 
3V29 VHS @ Top loading @ Electronic @ 1-8 event quickly and economically rewind your tapes with the following 
timer @ Dubbing @ Search, pause etc. @ Excellent advantages— ; 

second machine @ Saves wear and tear on video head. Beta owners — during fast 
= forward and rewind the tape remains in contact with the video 
| SSeS £129.00 head, leading to unnecessary wear and tear. A rewinder will 
drastically reduce this and increase the life of the head. 
3V30 VHS. Facility as above. £149.00 @ Reduces general workload of VCR. 
Wit streo sound OF, Dolby. Black cabinet. : @ Allow VCR to be in use while cassette is being rewound. 
ALL ABOVE ITEMS WITH 12 MONTHS FULL WARRANTY @ Easy to operate — automatic power cut-off and auto soft ejection 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE. after cassette is fully rewound. 
: @ 7-day trial — if not fully satisfied return the machine in its original 


packing and your money will be refunded. 


NEW FERGUSON VHS VIDEO. @ 12 month guarantee. 
FV14T - FV21R - FV30B - FV20B etc. Kits Forwarderrewinder + counter VHS of BETA" £348 
Call Birmingham for details. (Please specity format) a 


Se | ASCO TV & VIDEO CENTRE OvisA Please make chemise payable to: NEWCOM 
nd to: 


369 STRATFORD RD LONDO LEICESTER BOLTON NEWCOM (Ref: WH), 11/13 Benwell Road, “ 
pIRMINGHAM 1: =| ADBEE ESTATE HUMBERSTONE ROAD | OFF BRIDGEMAN ST London N7 7BL. Tel: 01-607 1244 


L ROAD 
% EDMONTON N18 
021-772 1591 01-807 4090 0533 515299 | 0204 384868 


TWICKENHAM HI 


12 LONDON ROAD, TWICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX TW1 3RR 
WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH ANY GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICE! 
PHONE FOR MAIL ORDER ON 01-891 3004 


VIDEO RECORDERS TELEVISIONS PANASONIC MS1 


Akai VS23EK NEW .............ccccssee BRAG I 2OI Gr teles aici SALE NEW FULL SIZE 
Ua Wepre cols a ge Shse ssaass SALE ~ “Akal CT25/0 lise liviscecs SALE CAMCORDER 


mi C 


Akai NSOGEK io.) co SALE Amstrad TVRS............ccccccccccsceeeee. SALE Ori Erase Heads 

Akai VSA77 HI-FI... eessseeessseeee SALE — Amstrad TVR2 .....:..-scssccsecsscssecousee SALE peed Shutters 
Ferguson FVQOB..........ssscessseeenee SALE Hitachi CPT1558 ......cseceeseseeen i pei S Aye aa 
FOrQUSON VIR... cccsscsesieteeeeee SALE Hitachi CPT2198 oo... ceecccsssccccssssses SALE FERGUSON, 

FerQusOn FV 2A sai cis SALE HitachiCTP2578 .................... SALE SHARP, 

Ferguson BV AGL): eset acts trea SALE Sony MONT ede ek ae SALE seas hee SONY 
Mitsubishi V10 HS-B10.................. SALE Sony DX2Q7XT SALE S 
Mitsubishi V20 HS-B20 Sevesccccccccccces SALE Mitsubishi CT1 440 SSR NRE -, eaae SALE 

Mitsubishi V30 HS-B30.................. SALE WiicubishiCTOV45BM SALE 

Panasonic NVFS1 S-VHS .............. SALE MitsubishiCTO1461X.. SALE 

Panasonic NVG40 ........ccccsccscssee-. SALE: Gunn sovseeseeneegsenians 

PanasonicNVG45SP/LP SALE Mitsubishi CT25347TX ..............05.... SALE 

Panasonic NVC48 PIP................ SALE Mitsubishi CT3703STX................ SALE 

Panasonic NVD80 HI-FI ................ SALE 


Philips VR6470 
Philips VR6843 
Philips VR6185 


@) PIONEER 
The future of sound and vision. 
PIONEER’S NEW COMBINATION TOO MANY TO LIST PLEASE PHONE 


Se vCTan srvsetensteneeesseenea CD/CDV PLAYER IN STOCK US FOR ANY OTHER MODELS 
Sharp VCA-D801 ...................... SALE Mee LO ES = ALL GOODS GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR 


A PHONE CALL COULD SAVE YOU MONEY AND TIME 
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WHATS IN STORE= 


Who stocks what — videos, cameras, blank 
at-a-glance WHAT VID 


, software, accessories — all here in this 
advertising guide 


LONDON 


ASK ELECTRONICS 
248-250 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-637 0353/0590 


| ) EDGWARE ELECTRONICS 
CENTRE LTD. 
194 Edgware Road, W2 
TELEPHONE: 01-723 1465 


7 PRC HI-FI VIDEO + TV 
450 Romford Road, Forest Gate, E7 
TELEPHONE: 01-552 2903/01-470 3499 


y) ) COLOURAMA 2000 LTD. 
32 Church Road, 
Northolt, UB5 5AB 
TELEPHONE: 01-841 4321 


HI-WAY HI-FI LTD 
67 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-637 9787/3508 
242 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-636 1752 


313-315 Edgware Road, W2 
TELEPHONE: 01-402 2441 


55 VIDEOCITY LASERWAY 
233 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-631 1491 


pe) 3 VIDEOCITY LASERWAY 
227 Tottenham Court Road, W1 
TELEPHONE: 01-631 1491 


2) 5 BABBER ELECTRONICS 
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, 
London W13 8SB 
TELEPHONE: 01-579 6315 


e, 6 ATLANTIC ELECTRICS 
37-39 High Street, Willesden, NW10 
TELEPHONE: 01-451 0302 


SOUND AND IMAGE 
83 High Street, Maidenhead, 
Berkshire 


TELEPHONE: 0628 36228/9 
82 Kingsley Road, Hounslow 
TELEPHONE: 01-572 2535 


CHESHIRE 


HAMLET’S COLOUR TV, VIDEO 
& AUDIO CENTRE 

44 High St., Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 1AE. 

TELEPHONE: 061-428 5278 


| 6 FAIRBOTHAM & CO LTD 
58-62 Lower Hillgate, Stockport 
TELEPHONE: 061-480 4872 


HAMPSHIRE 


{ TRU-FI SOUND & VISION 
10-12 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot 
TELEPHONE: (0252) 26390/331744 


BRYANTS HIFI 
81 High Street, Aldershot 
TELEPHONE: 0252 20728/314448 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


{ 3 BLACK CAT VIDEO LTD 
65 High Street, Potters Bar 
TELEPHONE: 0707 55739 


WHATS IN SOF 
Who stocks what — videos, cameras, blank tapes, software, accessories — all here in this 


at-a-glance WHAT VIDEO advertising guide 
MIDDLESEX 


20 COLOURAMA 2000 LTD. 
32 Church Road, 
Northolt, UB5 5AB 
TELEPHONE: 01-841 4321 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


ACCESSORIE 


Filters 


| | E. & N.F. FRENCH 
52 Dordon Road, Dordon, Tamworth 
TELEPHONE: 0827 892252 


Microphones 
Dup. Leads 
| Kits 
Batt.Belts 
Batt. Chrgs. 


SURREY 


TRU-FI SOUND & VISION 
2 Cromwell Road, Redhill 
TELEPHONE: (0737) 66128/67404 


| 4 COSMIC SUPERSTORE 
244-256 Station Road, 
Addleston, Surrey 
TELEPHONE: Weybridge 54522/43769/51753 


EEE EEE CEH 
BBEOS O 
oO ea Lt | a 8 TRU-Fl SOUND & VISION 


10 Church Street, Leatherhead 
TELEPHONE: 0372 378780 
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WALES 


7 BUDD ELECTRICAL SALES LTD 


KENT LEICESTERSHIRE 120 Caerphilly Road, 
ardi' 


TELEPHONE: 0222 691286 


: VIDEOQUIP LTD 
ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE ; 
MKS} 138 Ponam Road, Gravesend 5 Seep nics as angen LE3 OLP 
TELEPHONE: 0474 326600 LEPHONE: 0533 558818 
TELEX: 342291 DEALERS 


TO BE FEATURED 


BESTS Re Tees WHAT'S IN-STORE 


GUIDE, PHONE 


3 GOODRIGHTS (PRESTON) GOODRIGHTS (SOUTHPORT) 
3 Friargate, Preston 525/527 Lord Street, Southport 01 485 001 1 
TELEPHONE: 0772 57528 TELEPHONE: 0704 43615 = 


=. Am | ge fa yaw | 
& q A 


See what good value a trial insertion can be. 
Call Karl Hatch on 01-485 0011 


| 
mais seem tal 


The case that professionals choose 
Add a touch of class to your productions. After all your efforts to 
produce a good production, why spoil the effect by poor presenta- 
tion? Use the case that catches the eye, its not the cheapest — but 
| judge from our customers comments:- 

“... they are the nicest cases we've seen” - Video Memory 
“... Both | and my customers were very pleased” — ABC Films 
Order with confidence. If not delighted, return for full refund. £1.95 
each inc P&P. Good discounts for bulk or trade orders. Use the case 

that professionals choose. 


* BUDGET VHS EDITING OFFER « 


Have you always thought that you could not afford professional 
editing? Well now you can. We've devised “‘Edit-by-Post"'®). Send 
your tapes and we will edit them to your instructions and return with 
the master edit. We use the excellent JVC BR8600 edit suite. You will 
be amazed at the quality. 


* EQUIPMENT BOUGHT & SOLD x 


Second user U-matic and VHS equipment always available. For further 
details of these and other services, please send a sae to: 


SOUTHERN VIDEO SERVICES 
50 MAYFIELD CRESCENT, BRIGHTON, E. SUSSEX BN1 8HQ. 
Telephone (0273) 558320 


pices ple ppt presentation cases. Pro- 
fessional white case/silver lettering £1.50 ea. w 4 

edding Dap 
VIDEO CASES 


£13.90 per ten inc p&p. Cheque with order to: 
Celebration Videos, Cophall Farm, Polegate, 
BN26 6QL. Tel. (03212) 5767. 
a Add a touch of class to your Wedding Day Video 
Actual cases in red, white or blue. Your name can be 
added. 
p.&p. 


Only £1.48 inc. 


Write for further information or sénd cheques to: 


WEDDING VIDEOS LTD., 
36 Ribblesdale Avenue, 
Hinkley, Leics. LE10 ISY. 


7 | Rena | 


USE THE 
BEST 


SKC 10+ 
£180 1.99 2.32 2.52 
E240 2.51 2.81 3.02 
KODAK 
£60 1.85 2.15 
E120 2.10 2.41 
£180/L750 2.26 2.56 

2.77 3.08 


VIDEO C 


{ 
{t 


2.58 2.88 5, E105 
BETA, L500 
2.18 2.48 
2.27 2.57 
2.41 2.72 
2.52 2.83 
3.28 3.54 
3.04 3.32 
2.55 2.86 
2.79 3.09 

HGXE120 2.94 3.23 
HGXE180 3.20 3.47 
HGXE240 4.25 4.40 
EC-30HGX 3.52 3.74 

SONY/UHG 
L500 2.73 3.04 
L750 3.32 3.57 
3M COLOR-PLUS 
£30 2.56 2,87 
£60 2.88 3.18 
E120 3.17 3.43 
E180 3.40 3.64 
3M BROADCAST 
E30 4.32 4.46 
E60 4.79 4.89 
E120 5.54 5.66 
E180 6.28 6.42 
MAXELL-PRO 
E120 5.28 5.40 
E180 5.98 6.11 
EC30-RX 

Pro 4.18 4.33 
MAXELL-BULK 
E30 1.55 1.86 2.06 
E60 1.75 2.06 2.27 


Add VAT at 15%. Carriage free on 
orders over £200, otherwise £5 on UK 
mainiand. Next day delivery. Pieces 
may be mixed to achieve best rate. 


Carousel fapes 


Unit D, Inchbrook Trading Estate, 
Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY. 


EN @ 045383-5500 Ss 


Protronics Ltd., Bodmin Road 
Coventry, CV2 SDB 
Tel: 0203-611564 


ELECTRICS 
VIDEO REPAIRS 


ALL GOODS AND SERVICES ARE GUARANTEED 
FOR 3 MONTHS AFTER REPAIR. 


PHONE: 01-451 0302; 01-459 7233 
or call in 


295 High Road, Willesden NW10 


F>ZO=HUMNODD MOP II MOP ODPOZ>=0 


Backing our discount stores we have a 
service department employing only 
highly qudlified technicians to service 
your equipment at: 
10-12 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot, 
Hants. Tel: 0252-26390 or 
2 Cromwell Road, Redhill, Surrey. 
28/67404 
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All advertisements must be prepaid postal orders or cheques (no cash accepted) 
payable to “WV Publications”, 57/59 Rochester Place, London NW1 9JU. 
Tel. (01) 485 0011 (4 lines) 


03-408 5% 


LING 


Sri eae Ree ies Led fs == : 


YES — YOU CAN AFFORD HIGH QUALITY 
COMPUTER TITLING AND GRAPHICS 


THE TRIANGLE AMIGA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU 

*A Character Generator . 
100 pages, full screen 15 different transitions, flash colour shadowing, grids, proportional character 
spec continuous scrolling, 3 font sizes. ee 

*A NEW Enhanced Paintbox — using the optional A4 or A3 graphics tablet you can paint in 4096 
colours, at the same time, and wrap pictures around cubes, circles, tubes etc. : 

*Animation — 2D full screen easily and simply. 3D Animation which can be run in real-time — for the 
more complex effect. > 

*A NEW Full Screen Colour Digitiser — Grab a video picture in 4096 colours, then shape it in the 
Paintbox, and move it in an animation — then record it back using the NEW Genlock. 

All these systems are available from Triangle TV either Professional or Broadcast Packages. 

With the TRIANGLE SYSTEMS you get SERVICE, BACK-UP and FULL TRAINING and SUPPORT. 
TRIANGLE TV — the first to introduce Amiga systems into Professional Editing environments. 

If you don't want a system yet, but want to try the Amigas Amazing Graphics, you can dry-hire our Hi- 

Band Edit suite with fully integrated Amiga Systems, or we can even create graphics to your requirements 

from a simple logo to a cartoon. 

Systems based on A500 & A2000 

All Amiga software & hardware for video always in stock 


WHY NOT COME & SEE US OR CALL 
01-874 3418 
FAX 01-877 1029 
130 BROOKWOOD ROAD, 


a LONDON SW18 5DD EN ee 
ty tte 


ANEW BEGINNING... Goya. 
or is it THE END lazy ) 
Wherever you need S~ SAS 
QUALITY TITLES —~ 
u need to contact the PROFESSIONALS. 

rom simple text to 3D Animated Logos, Weddings to 
Anniversaries, Schools to Business. All our graphics are 
CUSTOMISED and supplied on VIDEO TAPE. 


Prices from under £10. 
Full details from: 
GALAXY GRAFIX, 
FREEPOST, SWANSEA SA2 92Z 
Tel. 0792-297660 
VHS Demo Tape available £5.00 inc. 


FEATURES INCLUDE. 
* Easy to use full text and graphic editor. 
% 8 mixed directions of smooth text movement. 
* 3 character heights up to 20mm (Amstrad screen). 
* Creative editing gives multi colour-height text. 
% Auto-manual text centring-positioning + delays. 
+ 255 lines of text storage in up to 255 pages. 
* Character designer +10 character fonts supplied. 
* Load + save feature for text sequences and fonts. 
%* Written in machine code for the CPC6128-664-464 
* Includes comprehensive manual and demonstration. 


Disc only £14.50 inc P&P. 
Order direct from: 
P.R.F. SOFTWARE, 26 Olton Road, 
Mickleover, Derbyshire DE3 5PL. 


Need a Start? 


Let us make a computer graphic ‘start’ for 
your video business, for that professional 
look. Just send us a sketch/print and 
details of your company logo or idea and 
our graphic department will do the rest 
(normally on H.G.-VHS unless stated. 


Send £37 +£1.20 p&p for your start in 
looking professional 
CLASSIC TOUCH 


Graphic Dept., 86A Grosvenor Rd, 
Skegness, Lincs PE25 2DG 


AAAAAAAARARRAARRARRAY, 
ATTENTION PIONEER 
PX7 OWNERS 


“THE SCROLLING PROGRAM 
YOU'VE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR” 


'FEATURES: % Absolutely smooth 2 speed scrolling 
* Automatic justification 
* Dissolve and wipe 
* Display page mode 
* 20 character styles available 
ie program: 
Can scroll up to 6K characters of text 
Can be displayed in any colour 
Comes on a cassette tape compatible with MSX 
computers 
Has a character editor for fonts and graphic designs. 


Enquiries to: 


elt 
1 R HARRISON 
Vision 92, 446 Burney Road, 
Accrington, Lancs. BB5 6JU 
‘elephone 0254 394981 


T 
FOR ONLY £49.99 INC. P+P 


ARARAVVARAVVAVAVVY' 
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Th 
* 
* 
* 
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SUPERIMPOSED TITLES 
FOR VIDEO AND FILM! 


Multi-styles; Multi-sizes; coloured 
titles — actually superimposed onto 
your own moving images — either in 
video or 8mm film (any 8mm film!) 


For details phone (091) 4718276 
— BOOTLACE VISUALS — 


ARARARRRARAVARARRARLAARRARY 


‘\ 


AARVARVARAAVLVARAVAAAAALAAS 


< 


HOME STUDIO 


photo and video services 
LET US PUT YOUR GENLOCK TITLES 


Using the AMIGA and Panasonic MX10 mixer. Moving 
jotograph. Digitally 


© CAMERAS ¢ EDIT SUITES 

¢ BELTS e TRIPODS @ CASES 

© RECORDING ¢ LIGHTING 

© SEG'S e PROJECTORS ¢ TBC'S 
 TELECINE LENSES # TAPES 
© DOLLIES ¢ MONITORS 


Call LLOYD SALES + HO 
01-841 4321 (5 line: 


SAME DAY DESPATCH 


SERVICE CENTRE (01-841 4466 cS 


COLOURAMA 2000 


Part 
Exchange 
Welcome 


or freeze frame, even from a 
“Painted” effects. Graphics and movement on your 
tape can even be put over existing sound track! OR 
sample supplied on WEW Sony 3hr Pro Tape (re-useable) £7.00. 


Enquiries to: 
PAUL 868563 
of SAE te {34,AVOR WAY, 


EN 
COLCHESTER C04 3YP 


FOR THE COMPLETE EDITING SERVICE 
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VIDEO TRANSFER SCREEN 


Grainless rear projection screen (200mm x 
200mm) for conversion of slides, filmstrips and 
movie films to video. 
Independently Gescribedias ese eetts 

“the best we've ever seen for (D.I.Y.) video film- 


: & 
~~ 


EDITORS e 


VIDEO 8 ACCESSORIES 
MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
FOR LISTS 


THE CAMCORDER EXPERTS 


NOTTINGHAM SONY CENTRE, 


3 MANSFIELD ROAD, NOTTINGHAM NG1 3FB 


to-tape transfers” 
Make cheques payable to: 
Viewtech Audio Visual Media 


161 Winchester Road, Brislington, 
Bristol BS4 3NJ, England 
Orders using credit cards: 


Tel: Bristol (0272) 773422 & 717030 


Please Quote WV3 ) — 


& | Callers Welcome 


LIGHTS 


(0602) 474566 


MANSFIELD SONY CENTRE, 
14 QUEEN ST, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 


(0623) 659632 


BAGS @ 


Centre 


Tee @ 


e SNI1 @ SANOHdOYIIN @ HI4SNVHL INID @ 


CABLES 


in the SOUTH WEST 


FULL RANGE OF CAMCORDER & VCR ACCESSORIES 
SONY * VIVANCO * SLIK x ARKON x DSM * VIDEONICS 


NATIONWIDE UK EVERYTHING | Maen 
MAIL ORDER SERVICE | Maen 


TAUNTON SONY. 


County Walk, 
Taunton, 

Somerset. 

(0823) 334488 (mai order) 


| 100s OF ACCESSORIES IN STOCK | | 100s OF ACCESSORIES IN STOCK | ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 
HIGHEST QUALITY PERSONAL SERVICE 


AN ae Cred 


Avaliable 


NEXUS MUSIC 
NON-COPYRIGHT MUSIC CASSETTE 


For home and commercial use. Volume One now 
available in the U.K. 10 tracks (30 Mins.) covering 
a full spectrum of moods. 
Special introductory offer — £9.99 inc. p. & p. 
Cheques & P.0.’s payable to: 
NEXUS MUSIC, 37 Queens Road, 
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 3XB 


WANTED 


FOR CASH 


We pay top cash prices for all 
Camcorders. 
Phone: MILES HAYWOOD 
for immediate quotation: 


0689 77991 
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CENTRE 


CUSTOM MADE WATERPROOF 
COVERS FOR ALL CAMCORDERS 
& VIDEO CAMERAS 
FROM ONLY £24.75 inc. P&P 
Cheques to: 
CHERISHED VIDEOS 
46 Moorfoot Avenue, Chester-Le-St, 


County Durham DH2 3AJ 
Tel. 091 388 5856 


WESTSIDE 


VipEO PRODUCTION 
require experienced _ video 
cameramen with own equipment 
for Saturday & Sunday work. 


01-573 8744 


ARE YOU BREAKING THE LAW? 


Now there is no need to infringe 
copyright 
Trackline offers you a library of copy- 
right-free music cassetttes specially 
produced for video makers 


Titles available: VARIOUS MOODS 
WEDDING MUSIC 
HOLIDAY MUSIC 
ONLY £12 EACH THRILLERS 
INC P&P SCI-FI 
SILENT MOVIES 
Cheques, P.O.s payable to: 


TRACKLINE MUSIC SERVICES 
68 Alton St. Crewe, Cheshire CW2 


7B. 
0270 665750/01-572 0179 


BUY! SELL! EXCHANGE! 


Buy sell and exchange ALL video/audio 
equipment (also all video/audio cassettes 
and records). NOTHING refused. 


Music and Video Exchange 
56 Notting Hill Gate, 
London W11. Tel: 01-727 0424. 
(Open 7 days 10am-8pm) 


COPY GUARD 
CORRECTOR 


TRY BEFORE YOU PAY !! 


COPY ANY TAPE - GUARANTEED RESULTS EVERY TIME 


VIDEO BUG BASHER 


GOPY GUARD 
GORREGTOR 


ONLY £39.95 inc. P&P 
FEATURES: 


* Clean clear pictures from ALL tapes every time. 

* Defeats ALL Copy guard Systems, U.K. EUROPEAN and 
AMERICAN. 

* Mains powered — no batteries to change. 

* Very simple to use — absolutely no adjustments to make. 

* Fully automatic — switches itself ON when video signal is 
present, and OFF when no signal is detected. 

* Latest digital micro-chip technology. 

* Full 12 MONTH GUARANTEE. 
FOR YOUR FULL 10 DAY TRIAL,PHONE OR WRITE TODAY! 

Not licenced for use in the UK 
PRONATIONAL TECHNOLOGY LTD., 
FN 44 B1acx Bourron Roan, 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

THE CLASSIFIED 
SECTION CALL 

KARL HATCH ON 
01-485 0011 


MAKE MONEY 
MAKING VIDEOS 


Professional techniques explained <4 
How to get video commissions < 


Save pounds on equipment < 
Illustrated, information packed manual 


£7. 95 inc. p&p 


Intermedia 
47 Harbour St., Whitstable CTS 1AH 


ierared be } 
st REPAIRS 
WELCOME 
NEW AND Sa 
EQUIP’ 

FULLY ei A 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
TECHNICAL ADVICE GIVEN 


EXPORT ORDERS WELCOME 
FULL BACK UP AND REPAIR 
SERVICE 


FOR PERSONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


CANAL BRIDGE 
AUDIO VISUAL 
172 Caledonian Road, London, N10SG 


Only £59.95 incl. P&P 


The original and best V.C.R. multiplying system 
allows every TV in your house to share one V.C.R 
with full LR. remote control of V.C.R. and other 
equipment. 
USES MICRO-WIRE FOR EASY INSTALLATION 
WITHOUT QUALITY LOSS 


SOUTH COAST VIDEO 
(0679) 62492 . 


Coast Lodge, 17 Alfred Rd., New Romney, 


Kent TN28 8SH 
Send cheque or P.O. for delivery by 
EN return or phone Access no. for immediate 


despatch. 


ENWIDEO HEADS 


Fit yourself in 20 minutes. To 
order telephone or send £1 
stamp for photographic fitting 
instructions and price. State 
VHS model number. 


U-VIEW ELECTRONICS 
29 Warmsworth Road, 
Doncaster DN4 ORP 
Tel: 0302 855017 
Ask for ext 5 
7 days — 24 hours 


ADOLESCENT SPOTS, streaks, poor picture qual- 
ity. Dirty VCR heads? Our instructional video, 
simple step by step guidance on cleaning. Why 
wait or pay others. Send £14.90 to Avalon Video, 
Buryas Bridge, Cornwall TR19 6AS. 


LABELLING 


Video Tapes is such a bother 


SOLVE 


the problem for ever by using 
VIDEO LOG 

Video Log keeps track of ALL your tape 
details easily and quickly. 
NO MESS, NO FUSS and so simple to 
use. 
SEE FOR YOURSELF — We invite you to 
try Video Log for a full six weeks, and if for 
any reason what-so-ever you are not satis- 
fied with our product during that period 
retum it and we will send you a full refund 
by retum of post. No conditions. No 
questions. 

Send £6.95 with your name and address 
in block capitals to: 
NORTHERN DESIGN CO., 
LINGFIELD ESTATES, 
McMULLEN ROAD, 
DARLINGTON DL1 1YU. 
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S-VHS — VIDEO 8 


Then come and edit it in our 


BROADCAST SUITE 


INCLUDES fully programmable special effects, zoom, 
flips, slides, freeze frames, these can be incorporated in 
your productions. Using the latest touch Screen Control 
three machine edits are performed automatically. Audio 
dubbing is provided, ranging from 1/4” tape on CD. Both 
Studios have been designed to provide a professional 
working atmosphere. Results from both VHS and Video 
8 are surprisingly clean. If you want to know more about 
getting the best then give us a ring and book yourself in 
for a demo, free of charge, of course. 
You can ring Tony on 01-286 9532. 


HIRE THE NEW SVHS 
PROFESSIONAL KY-15E/BRS410E 


BRS410E Portable com- 
plete with KRY 15EL10 
Docking camera, com- 
plete with or without 
Cameraman 


Ring 01-761 4469 for details 
EDITING SUITES 


Comight free music cassettes: 

Mixed Themes 1 to 3; Wedding 

Themes; Motorsport Themes 
£4.75 each inc. P&P. 
Custom tracks to order. 


Send for price list or cheque/P.0.'s to: 
G. McCann AV Productions, 
8 Park Rd, Builth Wells, Powys LD2 3BA 
Tel. 0982 553830 


Ig, Mint 
Vi 


. EDITING SERVICE 
Send us your films or videos. We will edit them and include titles, captions, 
music-and voice over if required. For the professional finish. 
. CINE TO VIDEO 
8m, Super 8, 16mm and Slides transferred to videos. Very competitive rates 
with non copyright music added. 
. CAPTIONS 
Caption tapes made up to clients wishes. Most sizes, colours and fonts 
available. 
. FAMILY ALBUM 
Send us your family photos for mastering onto video with music, etc. No more 
lost photos or grubby albums. 
. COPYOUTS 
C-Format tape transfers to any format required. 
. HIRE 
Professional or domestic equipment hire. 
All the above services offered are mastered on Hi-Band U-Matic, with full 
bandwidth Time Base and Colour Correction. 


EXPRESSIONS 
Copyright free music cassettes 
4 titles now available:- 

Mixed Moods Vol. 1 (10 tracks — 45 mins) 
Slow Music Vol. 1 (9 tracks — 45 mins) 
Fast Music Vol. 1 (10 tracks — 45 mins) 

Haunting Music Vol. 1 (8 tracks — 45 mins) 

Price £4.75 each tit a Lehay for £12.95 inc P&P 
.K. on 


y). 

Orders normally despatched within 48 hrs. 
Send cheques or P.0.’s to:- 
EXPRESSIONS MUSIC, 

Mill View, Peasenhall, 

Sutfolk IP17 2LJ. 


COPYRIGHT FREE MUSIC AND SOUND 
EFFECTS TAPES FOR WEDDINGS 
BELLS WEDDING MUSIC ETC 
SEND CHEQUE FOR £9.99 


T.T.S., TOWER HILL, 9 CHURCH ST., 
BEAMINSTER, DORSET DT8 3BA. 
TEL: 0308 863319 


ALSO CINE TO VIDEO 
SAE FOR FULL LIST 


TELLY ADDICTS 


A Videosender is a compact neat box which con- 
nects to your video recorder, satellite receiver or 
computer (no need for messy cables). 


SOUND TRACK MUSIC 


A cassette of specially composed music 
(solo piano to solo church organ to lush 
orchestral). Recorded by Moods Orches- 
tral. Ideal for every occasion. Films/Ads/ 
Weddings etc. Unrestricted use to 
purchasers. 


£9.99 inc P&P 
petra 
Shoeburyness, Essex. 


ENABLES YOU TO WATCH YOUR VIDEO IN 
ANY ROOM IN THE HOUSE! 


Will give you a clear picture and excellent sound no 
matter how many TVs you own! 


TEL. 061-745 8008 
or evenings 061-926 8000 


Cheques and postal orders to: 


FREEPOST, PINO LTD., SALFORD M6 8NJ 
Pino Ltd., 1 Cheltenham Street, Pendleton, 
Salford, Manchester M6 6WY. 


Not licenced for use in the UK 


WEST LONDON 


HERTS 
AVON 
DERBYSHIRE 


MUSIC AND GRAPHICS 


We produce high quality accompany- 
ng music or graphics, individually 
tailored to your videos. 


Ring (0207) 233697 for details 
AQUAVISION VIDEO 


56 Lenin Terrace, 
Stanley, Co. Durham DH9 6PB 


SERVICES TO 
VIDEOGRAPHERS 


We are offering an exciting new service to anyone 
using a video camera for pleasure or profit. 
For a complete back up facility 
at very affordable prices: 

Please write or phone for details to: 

C.V.P., 2 Causeway, Gt. Harwood, 
Blackburn, Lancs. BB6 7HU 
Tel. (0254) 886659 (24hrs) 


% Professional Video Editing Techniques 
(5 days full-time) 6th March, 1st May, 26th June, 
4th Sept, 23rd Oct, 11th Dec '89 
* Production and Video Workshop 
(5 days full-time) 20th Feb, 17th April, 12th June, 
7th Aug, 9th Oct, 4th Dec 
* Video/TV Post-Production and Studio Design (5 
weeks full-time) 23rd January ‘89, 20th March '89, 
15th May '89, 10th July '89, 11th Sept '89, 
6th Nov '89 
* Also Tailor made courses and Studio Set-up 
Consultancy (Day to day basis) 
All above courses suitable for beginners, non-technical 
persons. 
OFF-LINE EDITING at £50 (Dry) p.d. £85 
(including Editor) p.d. 
U-MATIC EDIT-SUITE WITH D.V.E. 
VISION-MIXER, AUDIO-MIX AND CHARACTER 
GENERATOR. 
Telephone SAV PRODUCTION 
for more details 


SAV Services 
325 iy Road, London W2 1BN. 
el: 01-724 7698 


SAV. SERVICES 
SOUND ADVICE 


Need help with your soundtracks, 
choosing background music, copy: 
right clearance? The IAC offers man 
services to film video and A/V enthu 
siasts. Ring Ashtead (03722) 763: 
for membership details or write to: 


63 Woodfield Lane, 
<> Ashtead, 
Surrey KT21 2BT. 


MIDDLESEX VIDEOGRAPHIC | 


VIDEO CONVERSION AND TRANSCODING 
TO AND FROM PAL, PAL-M, SECAM, MESECAM & NTSC 
£18 PER HOUR (QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE) 


VIDEO DUPLICATION 


TO AND FROM U-MATIC, VHS, BETA & VIDEO 8 
£10 PER HOUR (QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE) 


CAPTIONING — TITLES — VIDEO EDITING 
CONTACT YOUR NEAREST REGIONAL OFFICE 


01-845 6705 
01-950 2969 KENT 

0934 27551 
0246 220730 LINCS 


0474 351503 
0493 844947 
0754 66731 


NORFOLK 
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FAX: 0785 55524 
43447 Mail order or cash on delivery 


ALL IN PRISTINE CONDITION! 1 YEAR'S GUARANTEE 


my 0785 
Uk. 


Ferguson 3V29 Top loading electronic..... 
Ferguson 3V35 Front loading electronic ... n 
Panasonic NV2000 Top loadi ing electronic... Rekosoutnl 
Sharp 800/900 Front loading 
Ferguson 3V23Front loading, remote Dolby ... bint 
edit, start, cue, repeat, camera socket. sages i 
Sony SLC30UB front loading ...... hi 
PORTABLE VIDEO RECORDERS Sony SLFSQUB ront loading, sereo 
recorders from Panasonic, JVC, Ferguson, Hitachi, Canon etc. Sony SLHF100UB stereo hi-fi ..... 
tie SLF1 portable systems and accessories always in stock, in superb condition Sony SLHF950 stere0 Hifi... 


MULTI-FUNCTION HOME VCRs 
(useful for Editing) 


ad syed ies stereo hi-fi, LP-SP insert video audio dub, etc. camera. 

Ferguson 3V32 VHS, stereo, remote insert video, audio dub, LP-SP, camera so 
Ferguson/JVC/Hitachi/Sharp etc. Allows video camera to connect to home video recorder 
without camera socket ....... from £25.00 


3C03 USED FERGUSON CAMCORDER IN STOCK! 


extension cables, leads, copy 


Sony SLCQUB frontloading nn 
Sony SLC20UB front loading 


18202 ma 


Per 
s88s8ss88 


4 


We ti have good sos of this rare machine, all with guaranteed low hours. Stereo audio Limited amount, complete systems inc. battery, charger, systems case etc ..£475 
£350. ra socket ami other facilities, all back to original ‘Spee. inc. hand unit. 
stereo, remote insert video, audio dub, camera socket, aan £230. ae Fete state if reacties ereuiten orp! ‘c.m. recording _ £295.00 


3V33 COMPACT VIDEO RECORDERS 


Complete with charger, battery and mains adaptor. .2 years guarantee. Few only £250.00 SONY 


FERGUSON AND JVC VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


Good range old and new bore batteries, tuner timers, chargers, a/c adaptors, camera 
K remote controls, cases, straps, lights, lens etc. 


SUNKYONG 4.5 inch portable camcorder colour monitor/television 
Line in line out, car cord, 12v-240v compatible... sek 


FERGUSON professional series colour monitor. 
Used condition, full scart, Teletext/Stereo Audio. Limited amount 


KTX4210UB 
High resolution line in 14” monitor with keyboard & memory. 


FERGUSON 3C01 FULL SIZE VHS CAMCORDERS 


Limited amount of ex-rental machines, some used — some not. Complete with case, batteries, 


ger etc. 
Full system, 1 year guarantee. ........... 


fm BLS JVC, Ferguson, Panasonic, Hitachi always in stock. Phone for details of stock + 


Full System 1 year guarantee ...............0.:.+ sa £599.99 


ALL ABOVE ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT ARE USED BUT SERVICED BACK TO ORIGINAL SPEC. cs comet DETAIL WITH GUARANTEED LOW HOURS (UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED) 


Unrepeatable at £575.00 
Under Special Promotion 


* SPECIAL PROMOTION — Ferguson 3001 Camcorder * 


Full range of new lenses, tripods, lights and tele-cine converters in stock. 


Mail Order, Phone Access/Visa or Mail Cheques/POs to: John Todd Video Services, max. 7-10 days. Please add £8.00 P&P insured delivery (videos and cameras 
only), other items £2.00. Showroom and test facilities available for callers. Cash on delivery service (UK Mainland only). 


Fax: 0785 55524 


JOHN TODD VIDEO SERVICES 


Prop: H. GRETTON 


ee 32 MARSH STREET, STAFFORD ST16 3DB. coc gual 
Wee TEL. 0785 48202/43447 wie 


THIS MONTH’S BARGAINS 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES 
NP77 For Sony (2amp-HR version of NP55)..........- £47.95 
NP22 For Sony and Sanyo...i...ccccicdessetenctgeeraers £19.95 
NP22H For Sony and Sanyo ........ccccsscsescsresseneenss £29.95 
NBSOE Panasonic. i iiiic vessel telecaiavsnaodeertinday ess £29.95 


KEWMODE LENS KIT 
14LS100 Tele-Wide Lens Kit x 0.5 x 1.5 including 


SIEDTINGS ais serdecs sevice crunnteasasteieviveuds voepbosediseucssn £54.95 
KEWMODE ADAPTORS 
14TP100 Teleprint colour print to video kit............... £37.95 
14CP100 Camcorder Pod camera mount .............. £ 9.95 
KEWMODE FLUID HEAD TRIPODS 
ADSL CCE 2466s icc stesccsses ta tecdeetsgnactesauareteenes £41.95 
Master FT Mk 2 26"-64.5" 00... .cccsccscsscscsseessesesedeceees £45.95 
MidiDOG GOR 20272". ti ccteoccscsceetdttsssocsuccuscsaesecarene £75.95 
ANCILLARIES 
V114 VHS Head Cleaners 


PAWS CAMO IIS fs sesvicis foan vaveds nathan eaboteeracayaeanseseea 
* Specify 46, 49, 52, 55 or 58 mm 


CYTRON 


Barclaycard and Access phone orders 


Call 0293-882369 


Orders by post to P.O. Box 112, 
Crawley, Sussex RH10 3YA 
— Full 1 year guarantee — 


— 24 Hour Answerphone Service — MiiEmp 
KN — All prices include VAT and postage — 
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BATTERY BELT 
for all 
camcorders 
using NP 55 
batteries e.g. 
F330, F340, 
90 and 
clones 


@ All belts are fused 
SHOULDER and come complete 
PACK with charger 
@ Adjustable from 32” to 
46” waist sizes 


7 AH V200 


NEW 7 A8 Pro 
Belt complete 
with NP22 


| adaptor gives 
up to 6 hours 


win 100 and PROFESSIONAL 
orden. NICAD POWER BELT 


camcorders , ‘ 
Over 6 hours recording time 


For Pro Video 8 
Camcorders 


9-6 CAMCORDER 
4AH 5% REC TIME GRC1-45 


Why buy small batteries that will not 
last? Only Panasonic, Ever Ready and 
Varta cells used. 


For colour leaflet send SAE to:- 


CYGNET PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PO BOX 306 

HIGH WYCOMBE 

BUCKS HP12 4HP 


DSM VIDEO LTD 
404, CLIPSLEY LANE 
HAYDOCK, 

LANCS WA11 OSX 


AVAILABLE FROM 
ALL BRANCHES 


FOR TECHNIC 
ADVICE RING 


FILM 


TO ~ 


VIDEO <= .. 
TRA N S F E RS i 


VIDEO LABORATORY 
~ 8mm * Super8mm * 9.5mm * 16mm 
35mm Film * 35mm Slides * PHOTOGRAPHS 
TO VHS — BETA — V8 — V2000 — U-MATIC — 1” CF 
VIDEO CONVERSION .- amenican, sritisu, FRENCH 
VIDEO & AUDIO DUPLICATION 
AN ACKNOWLEDGED FIRST CLASS 24 HR. SERVICE 
FOR FULL DETAILS AND PERSONAL SERVICE OF 
YOUR IRREPLACEABLE AND PRECIOUS HOME MOVIES 
CALL PATRICIA BLAKEY ON 


0253-725499 (DAY) 0253-712769 (NIGHT) 


OR WRITE TO 
FLINTDOWN CHANNEL FIVE TELEVISION 


Television House 
339 CLIFTON DRIVE SOUTH, 
LYTHAM ST. ANNES FY8 1LP 
(enclosing this advert) 


EN 


> VIDEO CONVERSION 


DIGITAL AVS 6500 CONVERTER 


> 8mm CINE TO VHS/BETA 


> VIDEO DUPLICATION any format 
> CAMCORDER HIRE 


SPECIAL OFFER 
video conversion: 2nd or 3rd copy 
only £5 + VAT however long 


Call Mike Johnson on: 


01-499 7173 


432 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 1EA 
Tel: 01-499 7173 Telex: 925886 
Fax: 01-262 5131 


BY FLYING SPOT TELECINE CHANNEL 


THE CHEAPEST RATES 
IN THE UK 


AMERICAN (NTSC) VIDEO TAPES 
DIGITALLY CONVERTED TO BRITISH (PAL) 
SYSTEM AND VICE VERSA 
“One of the most impressive examples 
we’ve seen” 

— Which Video — 

Only £9.99p up to 1% hour. £19.95 up to 1 hour, then 
£7.50 every 30 mins. thereafter. Bulk order — 1 hour 
free every ten hours. We can also supply top brand 

tapes needed for the conversion. 
for V.H.S. E180, Beta L750 
for V.H.S. E120, Beta L500 
Add VAT to all prices 
or you can provide your own blanks. 
Postage £1.00 per tape returned. 
Special handling, add £2.00. 
(This includes registered postage and will be assumed unless otherwise stated.) 
SEND YOUR TAPE DIRECT FROM THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT AND PAY LATER C.0.D. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


VIDEO CONVERSION CENTRE 
P.0. BOX 312, LONDON SW16 2JF 


‘Cut out this advertisement and send for 
£1.00 discount. 
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£3.47 
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VIDEO CONVERSION 
American (NTSC) British (PAL) French (SECAM) 
onto VHS, Betamax, U-matic, and 1" tape. 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 


8mm, Super 8mm, and 16mm films 
onto VHS Betamax and U-matic 


AUDIO & VIDEO DUPLICATION 
An unparalleled service at the best possible 
prices. 


. 01-968 8848 
LONDON: 01-960 7337 


SCOTLAND: 0577 63757 


MAIL ORDER: PO BOX 1806 LONDON W10 6BN 


What Video May 1989 


e¢ CONVERSION OF VIDEO RECORDINGS 
Between NTSC (American), PAL (European) and SECAM 
(French) standards. Special rates for home made programmes, 


weddings etc. 


e FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER standard 8 and Super 8 


e PROFESSIONAL EDIT SUITE 
e EQUIPMENT HIRE cameras and portable recorders etc. 
@ DUPLICATION PAL, NTSC and SECAM 


01-748 1453 
GLOBE VIDEO SERVICES LIMITED 
192 CASTELNAU LONDON SW13 9DH 


ae b al * 


* NtSt (Canada, USA, Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Korea, W. Indies, Central America) — 
* PAL (U.K., W. Europe, Australia, N. Zealand, Most Commonwealth Countries) 

* SECAM (France, U.S.S.R., Eastern Europe, North Africa, Ex-French Colonies) 

* MESECAM (Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Cyprus, Greece, Egypt, Morocco). 


CONVERSION BETWEEN ANY STANDARD IS POSSIBLE. 
Through AVS 6500. 


Any format: SP/HI/LO band U-matic, VHS, Betamax, Video-8 (PAL/SECAM/NTSC) 


PRICE FROM £15 & INCLUDES FREE TAPE! 


VIDEO DUPLICATION — From 10 copies upwards, complete service 
on MAXEL/AGFA tapes, labels, sleeves & shrink wrapping. 
| ALL copies time-base-connected, image enhanced i 
and colour corrected 


* BEST VALUE IN LONDON * 


24 hour, 7 days a week service 


Digital video conversion 

British PAL, French SECAM, American NTSC to any format, including 
colour and timebase correction, From £15. 
Video duplication ... PAL, SECAM, NTSC 

U-Matic, Beta, VHS and Video 8. 

Telecine 16mm, 8mm and slides onto video. Video filming, editing, 
titles and soundtracks. 


Audio duplication. 


Please phone for advice and quotation 


G.W.B.B. AUDIOVISION 


01-723 5190 
42 LANCASTER GATE, W2 3NA. 


CINE TO VIDEO 


Transfer your 8mm/9.5mm/ 
16mm films to VHS/BETA/8mm 
400ft reel — £23 including 
video tape 


ES == TEMPO VIDEO 


337 Bowes Road, 
Ge London Ni1 1BA 


01-361 2680 


Vig The-Specialists for 


* DIGITAL STANDARDS CONVERSION 
American (NTSC) to British (PAL) system 
and vice versa 

* SECAM-PAL TRANSCODING 

* DUPLICATION IN PAL & NTSC 


ABC VIDEO 


FILMING SERVICES 


Let us transfer your standard/super 8 films 

to VHS or Betamax for ONLY 3p PER 

FOOT, exc. VAT. Also 16mm slides and 

photographs transferred. Plus tape at cost 
and return postage. 


Fora emeseggom service at a 

sonable send for details to: 

266 PLUNGINGTON RD, PRESTON, 
LANCS. PR2 3PR (0772) 715957/749098 


with FREE time base correction 
* 8mm FILM CONVERTED TO VIDEO TAPE 
* LOW LOW RATES SAME DAY SERVICE 
* FRIENDLY, HELPFUL STAFF 
Telephone: David Weaver on 


01-870 5558 ae 


VAS, 130 Brookwood Ra, ieedon Sw18 5DD. 


(7 | 11 High Street, Acton, 


London W3 6NG 
ofthe Tel: 01-993 6773 
| Fax: 01-993 6772 
After s serving the advertising industry for 8 
years, we can now offer you the following 
services. 
* Digital Standards Conversion 
(American NTSC to British PAL) * 
* Duplication (with TBC)/Editing/Titling * 
* Camcorder Hire * 


For information, please call us on 


VISA/AM EX/DINERS WELCOME 


Professional 
Video =e 
Productions 


High Quality Filming - Highest Quality VHS Dupli- 

cation and Editing - Colour Correction - Special 

Effects - Computer Graphics - Cine/Photo/Slides 
ransferred to Video 

»»nn»»nnn» COMPETITIVE RATES ««acnauna« 

52 Torquay Road, Newton Abbott, 

Devon TQ12 2HY 

Tel: 0626 69656 


CINE > VIDEO 


8mm-9.5mm-16mm to VHS/BETA 


ONLY £1.00 per 50 ft. 
(Min. charge £5.00) 
Also slides, prints, titles, duplication of alt 
forms of filming 
FOR QUALITY AT A REALISTIC PRICE 


T.J.F. Video Productions, 
45 Thorn Park Rd, St. Austell, 
Cornwall. (0726) 63755 — anytime. 


TETBURY 


~7 1 LS Ee <> 

WORKSHOP 
Home movies to video, 8mm, 9.5mm, Leo, 
(can mix) 


a 
com ive inc 
petitive prices | 


SEND NOW oF OUR PRICE GUIDE TO. 
4 NORTHLEAZE, TETBURY, GLOS 
TEL: 0666 52010 


CINE —» VIDEO 


ALL SIZES INC. SLIDES, PHOTOS, 
TAPE DUPLICATION... 

EDIT FACILITIES FOR HIRE... 
VIDEO PRODUCTION/GRAPHICS .. . 


07048 31867 


CINE FILM TRANSFERRED ONTO 
VIDEO — £15 PER HOUR OF FILM 


VHS/BETA/VIDEO 8 & UMATIC 
™ CLAPPERS VIDEO @ 


‘™ PRODUCTIONS ® 


= 11 The Mead, Chorlitonville, = 
@® 3 Manchester M21 2FA. es 
Tel: 061 881 8185 anytime. 


GILBERT FILMS LTD Est 1960 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 
9.5mm * STANDARD 8 * SUPER 8 
* 16mm * 35mm SLIDES 
VIDEO DUPLICATION 
FULL TITLING SERVICE 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 

TEL: 0234 43250/0234 852084 


38 MILL STREET, BEDFORD MK40 3HD. 


LTV 


SPECIALISTS IN DIGITAL STANDARD 
CONVERSIONS TO AND FROM 


NTSC, PAL & SECAM 
TELECINE 9.5, STANDARD 8, SUPER 8 & 
16mm & 35mm. COMPETITIVE RATES 
TAPE DUPLICATION IN ALL 3 FORMATS 
FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE 

UNIT 4 4 LOCKETS MEWS 
PORTLAND INDUSTRIAL —_LOCKET RD 

UNIT HARROW, MIDDX. HA3 7LY 
PORTLAND DEPOT 01-863 8864 

KINGSWAY LU4 8HA 01-863 8072 

0582 457299 FAX: 01-863 7684 


a ee, 


A& M : EDINBURGH EHS 8 SAF 


Telephone: 031 229 8866 


Offer the following services 


CINE TO VIDEO transfer 


American-Canadian video film transfer trom £15 
VHS - Beta & Beta + VHS/VHS - V8. & V8 - VHS 
SPECIAL EVENTS CAPTURED ON VIDEO 
Industrial films made on U-matic for promotional and 
training purposes 


DIGITAL STANDARDS 
CONVERSION 


AMERICAN TO ENGLISH 
ENGLISH TO AMERICAN 
VHS TO VHS 
VHS TO BETAMAX 


£20 per tape, any length. 
£5 per extra copy. 
All prices include tape & p&p 


J.F. ELECTRICAL LTD. 
Tel. 0836 666194 


CINE TO VIDEO TRANSFER 
To VHS or Beta with titles added music 
ALSO VIDEO TAPES 
COPIED FROM £5.00 
VHS — VHS/Beta, Beta — VHS/Beta, 
from.1-1000 
VIDEO TONE PRODUCTIONS 
23 Glasgow St., Ground Floor Right, 
Hill Head, Glasgow G12 8JW. 
Call Neil-on (041) 334 2279 


TO ADVERTISE IN 
THE CLASSIFIED 
SECTION CALL 
KARL HATCH ON 


01-485 0011 


SWIFTCURRENT LID 


AUDIO — VIDEO — HI-FI SPECIALISTS 


VIDEO WORLI 
260 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 
LONDON W1 
TEL: 01-631 3573 - 01-631 10693 - FAX: 631 3906 
Hi-FEAND COMPUTER CENTRI 
10 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 
LONDON W1 


The best place in Britain 
for secondhand video gear 


AG6200 EDITING recorder £600. BR1600 portable 
recorder £600. Genlocked GXN70-MSX £600. 
GXN70 £400. Videomatte VM1 £200. Power packs, 
cables, Tel. Mike Tye, 021 327 3715. 


PANASONIC NV-M5 full size VHS camcorder with 
all accessories and case £850. Tel. Guildford (0483) 
62206. 


SONY V-100 camcorder, superb, hardly used, 


TEL: 01-631 1013 


JVC HRS 5000EK SVHS £940 
AKAI VS 23EK...............4 


AKAI VS 77EK............005 £599 


SHARP VCD 801............ 
SHARP VCD 806............ 


PANASONIC NVG 40B 


SONY KVX 271 oe £730 


VIDEOS 

NATIONAL NVG 130 PAL/SEC 
NATIONAL NVG 220 PAL/SEC: 
NATIONAL NVG 300 MULTI 
NATIONAL NVG 500. MULTI 
NATIONAL NVG 50MC MULTI 
PANASONIC NVGSOPX MULTI 
HITACHI VT498 MULTI 

JVC HRD337 MULTI 

JVC HRD321 PAL/SEC 
SHARP VCB320 PAL/SEC 
SHARP VC779 MULTI 

AKAI VC23EDI SEC D/K 


TELEFUNKEN 33” 
SVHS Multi syst............. 


VIDEO MOVIES 


SHARP VLC750 .............. 


ALL CASH PRICES 


MAIL ORDER TAKEN 


TVs 

JVC C140 KM MULTI 

JVC C210 KM MULTI 
NATIONAL TC 1471 PALB 
NATIONAL TC 488. PAL/SEC 
NATIONAL TC 485 MULTI 
NATIONAL TC 2171 PALB 
NATIONAL TC 2180 MULTI 
NATIONAL TC 1971 PALB 
SONY KVM 14D PAL/SEC 
SONY KV 1602 PALB 
SONY KV 1602M7-7 SYST 


AND MANY MORE!!! 


EXPORT TVS & VIDEOS IN STOCK 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 


hard/soft cases, batteries, remote control, mint 
condition £975. Tel. 01-969 7148 day, 0494 448144 
eves/weekends. 


10am-10pm i kends, 
VIDEOS oes MSIMCTONMET.gu || | HERG CELTS pert ements 
sececseressertefeww FANAOUNIU TU 1fOU ........ 551 4883. jon mixer . Elmwood mixer . BO au 10 
JVC HRD 400EK ..... sso. £310 PANASONIC TX 1786 ........ £315 PIONEER PX7 computer tiling software £150 ono. and. vision, Wining. Sansui MAT eet 
JVC HRD ZOEK... £439 PANASONICTX2 ............ £355 tect sordcel £25 on. Tol Nesta Abbot CANON VEY cance 8 mors ot 
SEE RINT auieeaen, (PANASONIC TIXC64 ......: 226 SANS VIDED procesor VA As new£200 Te. Seer, to bates yepece exon 


021 427 8205. 

JVC GNX70 CAMERA 8x zoom. Wedding use 

only, updating hence price £350. Tel. Bradford 
492622. 


lens control kit suit F10. Both new and unused, 
AKAI VS 55EK.........0.00ee: £350 (oz74) Piped Bgl arc om 
JVC GR-C7 CAMCORDER complete with hard  C0St_over Gacn. ON0,,eabh. “Tet, 
AKAI VS 66EK................ £445 PHILIPS 24” Remote......... £310 case and all accessories plus character generator 740973. : 
AKAI VS 75EK............00 £499 (CG-P50E) and spare battery (120 min). All in SONY HVC 3000P camera complete with hard 


excellent condition £700. Tel. 0709 584697. 

PANASONIC M5 full size VHS camcorder, acces- 
sories + case. Excellent condition £895. Also 
0.5 wide angle and x2 telephoto lenses giving 


FASTEXT Nicam Adtel zoom range X24, £85. Tel. 01-590 9145 evenings. | Panasonic NV370 £300. Barco 14 inch monitor 
SHARP VCA 111... £299 SHARP VL-C73HA camcorder and accessories, £200. Hitachi video disc player £100. Panasonic 
SHARP VCA 502............ £320 Brand new, unused and still in original packaging tuner/timer £50. All brand new. Tel. 046 272 320. 


with manufacturer's warranty. Unwanted prize 
£750 ono. Tel. Oxford (0865) 272069 daytime. 
SONY VIDEO-8 cassette recorder EV-S700ES/UB 
£350 and Video-8 camcorder CCD-M8E £350. Both 
in perfect condition. Tel. 0273 721498. 
VIDEO-STUDIO TRIPOD made by Foba of Switzer- 
land. Swivel and two way tilt head, one touch 
extension. Very expensive tripod, bargain £295. 
Tel. 061 480 5961. 

HITACHI VK-C600E camera £130. Panasonic NV- 


PANASONICNVG45B £390 NATIONALNVMC1O.......... £999 Bie SI NT ONE WN BVO, | ON heme ET Tel, Wome, UEC) 
PANASONIC NVD 48B £440 PANASONIC NVIV7 .......... £990 Suitable spares only. Offers please. Tel. Bourne- cae ps CAMCORDERS, CCDV8 and CCDV7 
PANASONIC NV FS70...£500 PANASONIC NMS1........ £1400 beppentishia: , AF, 2 hard cases, accessories MTLS10 micro- 
PANASONIC FS1 SVHS£899 bgt ore acer ghd i 4 phone, CCDV8. Still guaranteed, all in excellent 

Goer (GR45 clone) rad pe iin ste 102 ADEE arytine, 10. Tel. Condition. £1100, will spit. Tel 01-263 1122. 
TVs RMABRPVECG5O:...:<....ccc8 10 SHARP PORTABLE VHSC recorder plus Ferguson 


3C02 camera outfit with battery charger and 
three batteries. Mint condition £550 ono. Tel. 
Aldershot 313868. 

PANASONIC F10/200 as new £1000. Olympus 
VX303 used twice £480. Hitachi 870 video camera, 


tuner portable 6500 A/C mains adaptor charger A- Survivors. Tel. 021 429 5513 after 6pm. 
SONY KVX 21T..........0.. £435 \V60E Hitachi equipment £650. Tel. 0269 4801. BIONIC WOMAN and $6,000,000 Man on VHS 
SONY KVX 25T............. £490 SONY CCDV100 camcorder, tuner/timer, tray, 12V video. Also pin-ups, posters etc of Lindsay Wag- 
SONY KVDX 27T £630 adaptor, extra battery, £1000. Sony SLHF950 ner. Please write: Neil Breakwell, 2 Main Avenue, 


Superbeta video recorder, £600. Alll pristine with 
original packaging. Tel. 0565 3313. 

SONY EVS800 VIDEO. Excellent condition, only six 
month old £825. Ten P590 tapes £50. Tel. 0260 
273584 South Cheshire. 

FERGUSON MCO09 14” colour TV-monitor, mint 
condition, in original packaging, £100. Futek FA612 
dubbing centre, excellent condition, original 
packaging, £200. Kramer 5-way distribution arnp, 
bargain £60. Tel. 01-459 6728. 

PANASONIC NV180 recorder AC adaptor, carry- 
ing case, battery. Little used, unmarked, £400. Tel. 


PANASONIC WVP200E high spec camera. 8x 
power zoom, auto focus, coloured titler, macro, 
case and manual. Very good condition, cost £900 
accept £350. Tel. 0904 89541. 

SONY SLF1 recorder TTF! tuner/timer, boxed 
with instructions. HVC3000 camera. Sony gun 
microphone, batteries, car adaptor, telefoto lens. 
Personal import 1987 £500 ono. Split? Tel. 01-864 
0450. 


SONY PRO CCD-V100E with case and all accesso- 
ties. Only reason for sale arrival of V200. Immacu- 
late condition £900. Tel. Tatsfield (0959) 77332. 
Surrey. 


plore WL Maaco SONY KV 1902 PALB We will indude your ad Wiist be min condtion. Tel Wokinghan 1073 
HITACHI VT538 PAL/SEC SONY KV 1902M3 PAL/SEC : 71220 daytime or 784897 evenings. 

HITACHI VT548 PAL/SEC SONY 21 MULTI in the next available WANTED PANASONIC TC801G TV/monitors, any 

SONY 15 MULTI issue, space permitting. ral condition. Good prices paid. Tel. 

No trade ads! SMALL CCD colour camera wanted, also 72mm 


SONY CCD50 camcorder. Panasonic 5M & M7 
with c.generator. Hitachi full VHS (new). Sony 100 
Pro. Sony V90 (new). Tel. 01-346 9085 for prices, 


many extras, boxed, £650 plus instructions. Tel. 
0273 553361. 
PANSONIC WVPHI0E pan/tilt head. WVLKIIE 


case and manual. Very little used, as new 
condition £180 ono. Stratford-on-Avon. Tel. 0789 
773575. 

SECAM VHS VIDEOS: JVC HRD110 £275. 


SONY PROFEEL 20’ monitor only £150. JVC HR- 
D470 side loader hi-fi VHS £300. Video World 
$X2500 enhancer with cables £65. Tel. Worcester 
(0905) 353396 eves. 

SONY F340. Two months old, unwanted Xmas 
present, two filters, softcase etc. Best offer over 
£750. Bargain. Tel. 0836 623724 daytime, 0932 
63144 evenings w/ends. 

OLYMPUS VX-303 semi pro camera with 
Panasonic NV-180 portable recorder, carrying 


WANTED EPISODES OF: Tenko, Upstairs, Down- 
stairs, Diana, | Claudius, Only Fools and Horses, 


Allestree, Derby DE3 2EF. 
WANTED SONY CCDV8AF or Pioneer VEM800 or 
other video camera with line in/output and insert 
edit facilities. Must be vgc. Burnley, Lancs. Tel. 
0282 23773. 
VIDEO WANTED, multi system type to play 
American NTSC tapes. Good condition but will 
consider small fault. Tel. Doncaster (0302) 321288. 
NEW/USED American/English musical shows, TV 
or musical movies (possible exchange for Italian 
movies, VHA). Consider all offers/prices. Via 0. 
Sella 5, 84043-Agropoli, Salerno, Italy. 
CYCLE RACING videos wanted on VHS. Tour-de- 
France etc. Good price paid or exchange original 
war or steam railway videos. Tel. Swindon (0793) 
22803, 


PANASONIC WJS1 mixer or similar. Panasonic 
G1 camera, accessories. Nikon lens, mount etc. 
Tel. Bonnett, Bath (0225) 832001. 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN exchanging TV pro- 
grammes from your area for those from mine 
Anglia/Yorkshire. Also foreign TV programmes 
wanted. Keith Bird, 73 Wells Road, Fakenham, 
Norfolk NR21 9KE. Tel. 3992. 

WANTED: Dr Who episodes not in BBC archives. 
Name your terms - | will meet them! Tel. 0727 
39898 


fitting wide angle adaptor for zoom wanted. Tel. 
0532 662561. 


COMPLETE STUDIO CLEARANCE: Panasonic 8500 
VHS edit suite with monitors, £3000. JVC U-matic 
edit suite CR8300E, £1500. JVC KY200B camera, 
£1500. Canon VHS portable outfit, VR30, VC30, 
£800. JVC 4400 portable U-matic, £750. Sony M3A 
three tube camera, £3500. Sony 6800 portable U- 
matic, £2100. Sony V Edit suite 5750 VM1 vision 
mixer, £350. Amiga 500 including printer, genlock 
monitor plus £2000 worth software, £1100. Icon 
designs 6 channel, audio mixer. Sony VAF8 
camcorder, £695. All in mint condition, including 
bats + chargers etc. All prices negotiable, Tel. 
0603 630555. 

SONY EV-S800 Video 8 recorder, £895. EV-C8 
player (new), £425. Sony CCD-V50 camcorder, 
£699. JVC Super VHS recorder, brand new, shop 
price £999, asking £899. Tel. 01-346 9085 (10am- 
10pm, including weekends). 

JVC KY1900E Professional 3 tube camera, 10:1 
zoom, f1.9 lens. Suitable for use with Beta VHS U- 
matic. C/w flight case & tech. manuals. Tel. 
Portsmouth 0705 832310. 

SONY V90 CAMCORDER, complete outfit plus 2 
spare NP77 batteries and ECMZ200 zoom micro- 
phone. Little used, condition as new, £1000. Tel. 
Ripon 0765 3399, North Yorkshire. 

JVC GX-N70E CAMERA with JVC HRS10 portable 
recorder and tuner, battery belt, adaptor, charger, 
carrying case. All still boxed, as new, £800. Tel. 
0639 881276. 

PANASONIC V3 Professional camera, genlock, 
carrying case, many features, superb picture, 
£1700 ono. JVC BR6200 portable recorder, £500 
ono. Many other items. Tel. Fareham 0329 234839, 
JVC 755EK Hi-fi VHS stereo. Top quality video 
recorder (audio dub, insert edit, HO, 8 hours). 
Excellent condition, breakdown insurance cover, 
£425 (cost £760 new). Tel. 01-549 0206. 

JVC S100E CAMERA with cables, case, adaptor, 
£400. Sony SLF1 recorder, tuner/timer, 3000P 
camera, adaptor charger, batteries, case. Plus 
VHS adaptor, £350. Tel. 01-870 1473. 

SONY CCDV100, all accessories, hard case, two 
batteries, microphone, rain jacket, new videonics 
direct-ed, sound mixer. All mint condition, boxed, 
£1780 total. Tel. Bromsgrove 76882. 

SONY SLFH1 VIDEO, 3000 camera backpack bat- 
teries charger, remote etc. Will demonstrate, 
£425, Please phone Nigel on 0702 218991. 

SONY FLH-950 Superbeta hi-fi video. Excellent 
condition, excellent sound and vision, insert edit, 
dubbing etc. Will demonstrate, £625. Please 
phone Nigel on 0702 218991. 

JVC CR4400E U-matic portable video recorder 
with charger. Little used, vgc, £500 ovno. Tel. 01- 
509 0486. 

PANASONIC NV-M5 full size camcorder for sale, 
as new with accessories, £800 ono. Tel. 0451 
30603 after 6pm please. 

SONY SLF1 RECORDER, tuner, charger, 3 batts, 
car cord. Excellent condition. VX303E Olympus 
semi-pro camera, character generator, adaptor, 10 
pin to 14 pin, £550 ono. Will split. Tel. 06286 62133. 
SONY CCD 100 Pro camcorder, as new with 
warranty, many extras inc zoom microphone and 
headphones, £950 ono, Tel. 061 483 7139. 

JVC S100E, £350, JVC GVN70, £400. NV100 + 
NVB11 recorder, £400. WVP100E, £400. All in good 
condition (upgrading to S-VHS). Tel. 0900 66611 
after Spm. 

QUANTITY OF U-MATIC tapes for sale, KCS20 and 
KCS60, once used, some broadcast quality, £1.50 
each. Please phone Steve, 0742 477117. 

JVC $100 VIDEO camera with lens £500. Micro- 
phone £60, shoulder support £60. Portable re- 
corder tuner timer, JVC HR2200, £350. Slik Dollys, 
new £40. Tel. Mrs Mehta, 01-961 2924. 


SONY PORTABLE U-MATIC + power adaptor 
VO4800PS, £1800. Panasonic industrial recorder 
NV8200, £275. Player NV8170, £300. JVC, Akai, 
Ferguson, Hitachi, portable units with tuner/ 
timers, £350 each. Tel. 01-965 5080 or 01-961 2924. 
SONY U-MATIC edit-suite V2850P with controller, 
£550. JVC U-matic portable recorder 4400E with 
mains adaptor/charger, £550. JVC KY1900 camera 
with mains adaptor and hard carry case, £900. 
Sony V100 camera with accessories and hard 
case, £800. Tel. 04488 203. 

JVC HR-C3 COMPACT video recorder with charg- 
er, mains PU and cassette adaptor, £275. JVC type 


CV5001 colour video camera, £150. Tel. 0297 21537. 


PANASONIC WVPF10/200 genlock camera and 
AG6400 portable recorder, case, AC adaptor, car 
cord. All good condition, £1995. Also JVC GXN-70 
camera, £350. Upgrading to S-VHS. Tel. 01-764 
6794. 

JVC S100 CAMERA, genlock, case, £200. JVC 
GNX70 camera, case, £375. JVC 4400 portable U- 
matic, £375. Sony VO1810K studio U-matic, £120. 
160 x U-matic tapes, £1.50 each. Tel. Cheltenham 
(0242) 583647. 

SONY Fl TUNER/TIMER mains adaptor, 4000 
camera, £450. Negs/posi adaptor, £50. Will split. 
Peter Stafford. Tel. 0785 48423. 

BILORA MODEL 75-69 tripod for use with video 
camera. Unused unwanted gift, cost £110 new, 
accept £70. Tel. 0902 601544 after 6pm. 

SONY VIDEO 8. Eva 300 VCR plus PCM EVI0E. 
Brilliant video plus digital audio recording. Up- 
grading system, immediate sale necessary. To- 
gether £235. Tel. 01-602 4420. 

VIDEO BARGAINS: Panasonic home production 
console, £95. Complete NEC portable system with 


~ camera, £250. JVC GXN5 camera, £195. JVC super 


directional mike, £20. Tel. Newbury 49124. 
OLYMPUS VX303E CAMERA, Olympus VC103B 
recorder same as Panasonic NV180B. Olympus 
tuner, 3 battery packs, filter kit, 2 hard carry 
cases. Complete outfit only £700. Tel. 0502 582761. 
PANASONIC WVLZ32/10, 10x lens, new, £150. 
Sony RF converters, RFV250, RFV660, £45. Sony 
ACF1 charger adaptor, new, £45. MTLS10 micro- 
phone, new, £20. Tel. Brighton (0273) 507541. 
JVC 10x LENS for KY1900, £150, Hitachi EA103K 
vision mixer, £25. Wanted: Rifle microphone with 
rycote windshield. Medium or short tripod legs 
with 100mm bowl. Tel. Brighton (0273) 507541. 
PORTABLE VHS OUTHIT. Hitachi VT6500 + TT + 
case + remote + batts +JVC S9 %” saticon 
camera, £475. Nat-Pan WV-J10E production con- 
sole, £175. Tel. Dover (0304) 822393. 
PANASONIC WVP F10-100 camera, NV180 re- 
corder, directional microphone, tripod, dolly, 
stands, car cord, 2x Nicad batteries, mains, 
booms, cases. Semi-professional weddding outfit, 
all brand new, £2000 ono. Tel. Andrew, 0738 22803. 
PANASONIC NV-M5 full size VHS camcorder. 
Complete kit, only 4 hours use, immaculate, 
boxed, £840. Akai A/V amplifier. 3 VCRs. Built in 
monitor TV, stereo, £95. Tel. 0235 850333. 
FERGUSON POCKET television model PTV01, mint 
condition, hardly used, original box and all acces- 
sories, £175. Tel. 01-958 4310. 

PANASONIC NV M3 full size VHS camcorder. 
Excellent condition, hard case and accessories, 
£675. Tel. 0532 674878 or 697114. 

JVC GX-N5 CAMERA with technicolour 212E 
video recorder £350, will split. Canon VME1 
camcorder with extras, mint, £550 with spare 
battery and car charger. Tel. 061 681 5045. 
FERGUSON portable video. Camera 3V20A. Re- 
corder 3V24. Tuner 3V28. Remote control, battery, 
extra camera extension lead, instruction books. 
Excellent condition, one owner, £380. Tel. 0452 
28746. 


WUT O BA 


To place your advertisement in this section complete the coupon below. 


PANASONIC M7 camcorder, eight months old. 
Hardly used, mint, boxed, £1000 ono. Tel. 0227 
275722, evenings before 7.30. 


PIONEER PX7 MSX computer video titling ROM 
cartridge, Pro series graphics editor, cassette 
with 7 founts, and display, PXJY8 joystick re- 
corder blocks 1-2 graphics superimposer etc, £250 
as new. Tel. Bristol 561038. 


SANYO VDM3P camcorder, full accessories, 2/2 
year guarantee, 5 months old. Can transfer to 
VHS. Excellent sound and picture, £800 ovno. 
Bargain. Tel. 0484 548406 after 3pm. 


PANASONIC portable recorder, tuner, A/C 
adaptor, battery, carrying case, NV100 together 
with Normende camera same as GXN70. All in 
good condition, £950 ono. Tel. 0628 33910 anytime. 


SONY EV-A300EC/UB 8mm video recorder, abso- 
lute mint condition, £175 ono. Tel. Wigan 36734 
evenings. 


SONY CCD V90 camcorder, boxed, as new. Spare 
NP77 battery. 12 blank tapes. Accept £850. Tel. 
Barnsley (0226) 289471, days. 


FINLUX TRIPLE standard monitor TV model 3029V, 
top of the range. Teletext, 4 months old, cost 
£999, accept £600 ono. Tel. 051 639 3585. 
Merseyside. 


PROFESSIONAL 3 tube camera JVC KY1900E 500- 
line resolution, built-in genlock. 10x power zoom 
lens, AC power adaptor and accessories. Excel- 
lent condition, £1050 ono. Tel. 0484 606728. 


CANON E708 8mm camcorder. New, still boxed, 
unwanted gift. Including hard case and remote 
control, cost new £1500, will sell for £1150. Tel. 
Dover 820870. 


PANASONIC NV-M5 full size VHS camcorder with 
all accessories, battery, flight case. Excellent 
condition, £850. Tel. Crawley (0293) 513787 after 
6pm. 

JVC GXN7E genlock camera. Character generator 
CG-C7E box operating instructions. Minolta 
mount adaptor LA-C7M(U) and Miranda 75-300mm 
{4.5/5.6MC macrolens. All in good working condi- 
tion. All for £500 ono. Tel. 01-249 9188. 


PROFESSIONAL CAMERA, Sony DXC1800 full eng 
£750 ono. Also professional Nat-Pan WV-3990 
camera full eng £950 ono. Either ideal for wed- 
dings etc. Tel. 0527 67266. 


MINOLTA full size C format video camera, three 
batteries, VHS, 1000E, AF cost new £1400, sell 
£675. Upgrading. Byford. Tel. Hull (0482) 838300. 


PORTABLE VIDEO light c/w barn doors 12V Remu 
£30. 1000W video light Ferguson c/w barn doors 
£30. Six channel sound mixer battery or mains 
£30. Tel. 0742 477117. 


FERGUSON 3C01 full size VHS camcorder. Execu- 
tive hard case, all accessories. Fine condition, 
under guarantee, £525. AC adaptor £25. Tel. 01-328 
1417. 


PANASONIC F2 CCD camera of the year, NV180 
recorder, camera controls, all recorder functions. 
Excellent picture. New price £1400 yours £1025 
ono. Tel. Milton Keynes 677176. 

FERGUSON VIDEO recorder 3V43, hi-fi stereo, 
long play, 8 programme timer. Excellent condition 
£340 ono. Tel. Tywyn 711376. 

FERGUSON 3C01 full size VHS camcorder. Execu- 
tive hard case plus all usual accessories. Fine 
condition, under guarantee £500. AC adaptor £25. 
Tel. 01-328 1417. 

PANASONIC M65 full size VHS camcorder £850. 
Panasonic WVP100 camera and Panasonic NV100 
portable video mains power pack batteries, car 
cord, £450. Tel. 065886 249. 


HITACH! GP7K camera, two lenses, two 
viewfinders, filters, charger, power pack etc. All in 
flight case. Mint condition, hardly used. £500 ono. 
Tel. 0527 67266. 

BBC MICRO COMPUTER, internal cox, genlock 
board. Cumana disc drive. G2 systems caption 
software, £450. Pag belt 12V 7AH, £200. Tel. 01-769 
6425. 

CANON VC30 semi-professional camera with 
Canon VR10 portable video recorder. Spare bat- 
teries and charger, £795. May consider splitting. 
Tel, 051-722 6692. 

PIONEER PX7 MSX computer cassette videoquip 
and anglosoft titles programs. Mint condition, 
£220 ono. Tel. Frank, 051 523 6665. 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR has for disposal a number 
of adult VHS only videos. SAE for list. Ray Mills, 
405 Lansbury Drive, Hayes, Middlesex, No callers 
please. 

CANON VC30 semi pro £390. JVC GX70E camera 
£390. Ferguson, 3C02 new £190. Sony 4000 £170. 
Hitachi 6500 £350. Tel. 0274 575952. 

SONY 1800 cameras (two) semi-pro mains units 
battery holders and cases £500 each. Sony 
PVM4000P colour monitor £200. Sony 2000P 


camera and case £75. Tel. 031 667 1011 ext 6399. 


SONY Fi tape deck, tuner, charger, three batter- 
ies, filters, leather case, camera hard case. All 
manuals, receipts, original boxes, as new. Offers. 
Adrian. Tel. 0753 825456 office. 

JVC CAMERA KIT BY110 professional 3 tube 
camera, 600 lines resolution, 2 12V batteries, 
mains charger, case. All mint condition £1750. Tel. 
091 253 1623. 

SONY CCD7E camcorder, like new, including 
accessories £450 ono. Panasonic portable video 
NV100 plus tuner. Offers? Recorder needs atten- 
tion, exchange with Panasonic M7 or Sony 
CCD100E cash adjustable. Tel. 01-520 2024. 
PANASONIC NV200 VHS-C portable video, 2 
batteries, charger/AC adaptor, 4 amp battery belt. 
Canon VC10 camera in cases, some extras. 
Excellent condition £500 ono. Tel. 091 285 1524 
after 6pm. 

PIONEER GRAPHICS computer inc graphics tab- 
let pen + some software. This computer 
genlocks to the picture for excellent graphics etc. 
£200 ono. Tel. 091 285 1524 after 6pm. 
PANASONIC NVMS1B Super VHS camcorder, 
brand new, boxed. Save £300, £1300. Tel. 0305 
788536. 

SONY HVC2000P video camera. Little used, excel- 
lent condition £235 ono. Tel. Dartford (0322) 70373. 
JVC GXN70E video camera, portable. Recorder 
tuner timer battery leads. Excellent condition 
£600 ono. Tel. 0767 318323. 

JVC GXN70 semi-pro with mixer genlock facility. 
Excellent performer. Students college work 
forces reluctant sale. Bargain £675 ono. Hudders- 
field. Tel. 0484 27872. 

SONY CCDV90 camcorder with case £950, and 
Sony EVA300 recorder £150. Complete, boxed, 
three months old. Upgrading to S-VHS will sell 
both £1100 ono. Tel. 021 500 5634 after 6pm. 
JVC S100E CAMERA, 10:1 lens, zoom mic etc, 
GNC80E genlock sync coupler, AC adaptor, leads, 
excellent £525 ono. VM1 vision mixer £175. Tel. 
01-845 9707. 

JVC GR-C1 video movie. Very little used, excellent 
condition, carrying case. Cost £1080, sell £450. Tel. 
0494 728840. 

OLYMPUS VX-303E video camera, still in the box 
£270 ono. Tel. 0895 441344 after 6pm. 

U-MATIC PORTABLE recorder, JVC 4400E, carry- 
ing case, excellent condition £400. Also mains U- 
matic, Sony 2630 £150. Pag battery belt £120. Tel. 
091 253 1623. 
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SELLING OR BUYING secondhand 
video gear? Use our Reader 
Bargains section — just £3.75 for uy 
to 25 words (one Sisattion). 
Complete the form in BLOCK 
CAPITALS (include your contact 
phone number or oddeesi), make 
se cheque/P.O. payable to ‘WV 
ublications Ltd’, and send to: 
Reader Classified, What Video, 57- 
rn Place, London NW1 
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NO BOND is greater than that 
‘twixt a man and his VCR — 
especially if it's a Betamax. 

The much loved, beleaguered 
Sony format may be down in 
the UK but it's certainly not out in 
the US. 

The latest gasp of support 
comes in the shape of the 
Betaphile Beta club, a grassroots 
fan movement to promote and 
restore confidence in the format, 
despite overwhelming 
opposition. 

For a $15 annual fee, 
subscribers get a membership kit 
consisting of a plastic card with 
unique number, an ‘I love Beta’ 
key chain, badge — plus a bi- 
monthly newsletter (The Betaphile 
Recorder) with surveys, 
equipment reviews, production 
ideas and the like. 

Also available are Pro-Beta 
bumper stickers, tee-shirts and 
other merchandise. 

The club can be contacted at 
PO Box 40373, Tucson, Arizona 
85717-0373, USA. There are 5 
million Beta users still active in the 
States... 


WHEN HOLIDAYING in New 
York, don’t be surprised to see 
your favourite shows from 
Granada Television. 

The Adventures Of Sherlock 
Holmes and The Return Of 
Sherlock Holmes, plus rock show 
Wired and assorted drama serials 
have been sold to PBS station 
WMT) Puerto Rico and MPI 
home video distribution. 

Nice to hear that the trade in 
TV isn’t all one way traffic... 

Sony's remarkable Video 
Walkman (see our preview on 
pages 48/49 and competition on 
pages 34/35) looks set for a 
healthy life. 

Sony has reportedly doubled 
its production quota in Japan to 
40,000 units per month! The 
unexpectédly high demand for 
the unit in Japan has delayed its 
introduction into the US. Sony UK 
is saying that demand will 
initially outstrip supply in the 
UK... 


The Nicam digital stereo sound 
system seems to be steadily 
building up steam. There are now 
regular test transmissions on both 
the BBC and C4, and European 
interest is growing. 

Stereo transmissions using the 
new standard now cover 40 per 
cent of Sweden, with total 
coverage expected by the close 
of 1992. 

The BBC's live coverage of IBF 
world flyweight champion Duke 
McKenzie’s first title defence 
against Tony De Luca was a 
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triumph of Nicam stereo. The 
show, broadcast as a test 
transmission in the London area, 
was a masterful exercise in 
effective stereophonic micing. 

The commentary was placed 
stage left, the ring effects centre- 
stage, and the audience 
ambience authentically cast as a 
sprawling all-enveloping 
soundfield. 

Only the absence of spattered 
gore from Luca's split brow 
betrayed the fact that the viewer 
was at home and not in the front 
pew of the Albert Hall. 

With much criticism levelled at 
recent BBC Nicam exercises, it’s a 
pleasure to report on at least 
one project that was 100 per 
cent successful. The What Video 
team says more please... 


COMPETITION DEPT: 
Congratulations to Tony 
Clewett, of Coventry, for being 
clued-up enough to win 
Minolta’s superb C-50 VHS-C 
camcorder in our December 
competition. 

The 25 (count ‘em) runners up, 
all of whom win a day out at 
Alton Towers are as follows: A 
Hatchi, Walthamstow; Glyn Luke, 
Middx; GA Joseph, Gwent; 
Gary Sweeney, Middx; SL 
Houlden, Yorks; Ken Lowe, 
Staffs; W Astell, Somerset; G 
Pope, Glouc; Andrew Hartley, 
East Sussex; Maurice Clark, 
Milton Keynes; R Sleath, 
Bruggen; E Marshall, 


Win a new Akai 


Northumberland; E Vine, Kent; 
R Turner, Kent; Richard Bignel, 
Kent; M Atkin, Plymouth; D 
Reeves, Swindon; H Howes, 
London; Keith Pitts, Bradford; 
Alan Shannon, Belfast; C Pion, 
North Humberside; J Massey, 
Lancs; Colin Bentham, Cumbria; 
Colin Schiffman, Essex and Les 
Reed, Bucks. 

Our Panasonic quiz to win the 
remarkable MS-1 S-VHS 
camcorder also drew a huge 
response. 

Unfortunately there could be 
only one prize for this one — 
and the lucky reader is Michael 
O'Brien, from County Durham. 

Finally, hearty congrats to P 
Bryan, from East Sussex, who is 
shortly to take delivery of a 
sensational Ferguson combination 
TV and video package. You 
lucky fella... 

Allo, allo, allo Dept: Beware 


dodgy deals on Sony V200 and ° 


Sony SP5 camcorders. 

Two such models, serial no's 
0502166-6 and 050101 
respectively, were recently 
removed from City. Camera 
Exchange in Brighton (without 
accessories). 

If you're offered one of these 
hot items by an Arthur Daley 
lookalike, contact Brighton plod 
on 0273 606744... 

Due to emigrate? Working 
abroad? The BBC is launching a 
video subscription service for 
Beeb-starved telly addicts. 

BBC Video World is’ a monthly 


Either a VS-75 VHS deck or a 
large screen TV could be yours 


Mid- 
Lightweight 


, 
Five recorders from spotligl 


Video 8 duet 


Two slimline camcorder contenders 


Giant screen TV test 
Five FST sets with 59cm tubes 


June issue on sale May 4 


For newsagent order form and 


subscription details, see page 5 


The flip side of WHAT VIDEO 


compendium of Auntie’s best, 

compiled for those exiled to the 
cultural wastelands of Australia, 
the US, Hong Kong and Japan. 

Typical cassettes consist of 
sport (rugger and cricket), drama 
(The Singing Detective and 
Perfect Spy) and current affairs 
(Question Time). 

Sound good? A year’s 
subscription costs £295 — which 
makes the licence fee seem quite 
reasonable. For more details 
telephone the orderline on 0800 
444141... 

Is the video piracy threat truly 
over? Despite much trumpeting 
that illegal pirate copies are a 
thing of the past, the beasts still 
turn up. 

The latest report, carried in 
trade paper Video Business, tells 
of a series of raids on Hackney 
Sunday market stalls which netted 
over 650 pirate videos. 

Titles seized include Buster (due 
out very soon from Virgin), The 
Accused and Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit — all of which were 
changing hands for as little as £6. 

No word on whether they 
were VHS hi-fi or linear stereo 
though... 


TRAVEL DEPT: A jolly jaunt to 
Turkey this month to view the 
video tape manufacturing plant 
of RAKS, a brand new to the UK. 
It has a range of VHS cassettes 
including E180s at £3.49, High 
Grade at £4.99 and HG Hi-fi at 
£5.99; there are also two 8mm 
blanks, a P5-60 for £5.49 and a 
P5-90 at £6.99, which sound like 
good value to us. More on them 
in our blank tape survey coming 
up shortly. 

But one highlight was a visit to 
the remains of Ephesus, a huge 
Greek/Roman city destroyed by 
an earthquake so badly that 
where once the Aegean lay is 
now three miles of swamp! 
Nevertheless it was a memorable 
place, go if you can... 

Back at HQ, a standing ovation 
for Sony who entertained us at 
the rugby international between 
England and France at Twickers. 
There was an altercation about 
dodgy tickets (not Sony’s fault!) 
but the enfente cordiale still 
flowed liberally on the terraces. 
Pity we didn’t have a Video 
Walkman for the action 
replays... 

Finally, What Video won't in 
future be carrying advertisements 
for ‘adult’ pre-recorded videos 
and services, in a separate 
supplement or otherwise. Sorry: 
agreeing with many readers, we 
felt that enough was 
enough... O 
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y YOUR ASSURANCE OF QUALITY 


All video recordings are identical to those you could buy from 


any leading store, manufactured and supplied by the WORLD'S 


top video companies. (Videos supplied on VHS only) 


BRITANNIA HOME VIDEO — THE BEST WAY | 


BUILD YOUR VIDEO COLLECTION. 


Registered Office: 60-70 Roden Street, ILFORD, Essex. 


Select one of these top video recordings 
and choose two absolutely FREE. Decide to 
keep all three recordings and we will invoice you 
for just one at £9.99 — plus P&P. 

Plus all the benefits of joining Britain’s leading ses" 
home entertainment company. mene 

FREE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 

A FREE, monthly, full-colour, illustrated magazine packed with 
over 100 best-selling video recordings...many offered at GENEROUS 
DISCOUNT PRICES...AND SPECIAL MEMBER BONUS OFFERS. 

Each month we will make one top recommendation for your 
collection. If you would like to choose something different, or if you 
do not want to order that month, just let us know. And, remember, your 
only obligations to buy 3 regular price videos per year for the first 2 years. 


... WHEN YOU BUY ONE! 


Freepost, PO Box 31, Ilford, Essex 1G1 2YB. 
YES, please accept me as a MEMBER and send me the following 3 
video recordings on 10 DAYS’ FREE HOME TRIAL: (enter selection 
numbers here) 
| | YOUR 
FREE FREE CHOICE 
I can audition them FREE. You will invoice me for just one at £9.99 (plus 
£1.77 towards postage, packing and insurance for all three). Please also 
send me my MEMBER'S HANDBOOK and WELCOME MAGAZINE 
If I am not completely satisfied, I will return all 3 video recordings 
undamaged within 10 days of receipt, my membership will be cancelled, 
and I will owe nothing 
As a member, | agree to buy at least 3 Regular Price Videos per year, 
for the first two years only. THIS IS MY ONLY COMMITMENT. 
I am not obliged to order every month. If | do not wish to receive the 
EDITOR'S top recommendations, | may say so on the ORDER FORM 
provided. My favourite kind of videos are: 
FEATURE FILM [i] MUSIC [2] CHILDREN’S 3 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address 


Postcode | | 


Signature: (1am over 18 years of age.) 


We regret this order cannot be accepted without a signature 


Offer closes 30.9.89. All orders are subject to acceptance, One membership per 
household only. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer applies to UK and BFPO 
only, Postage, packing and insurance charges quoted are based on rates at the time of 
going to press and may vary 


[2] Britannia 


5017 Britannia Home Video, 


| 
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| 
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ONLY THE COKIN CREATIVE FILTER SYSTEM 
HELPS YOU CREATE WHAT YOU IMAGINE... 


Imagine this... 


Invest in the remarkably versatile Cokin Filter 
Ref: 056 System and suddenly your camera becomes 
an artist's palette of unlimited creativity. 

There are more than 100 Cokin filters, 
each one having an astonishing number of 
creative options — being square, you can 
position them vertically, horizontally, or even 
diagonally using the Universal Cokin holders. 
Furthermore you can use different filters 
simultaneously to combine effects. 

Can you begin to imagine the options 
open to you? Why not turn that imagination 
into reality? 

Two ranges mean that thread diameters 
from 36mm through to 82mm can be catered 
for and there’s even a special holder for 
compacts. 

Our 106-page book will show you how to 
get started. And if you use the coupon below it 
comes with a £1 off voucher which makes 
your first Cokin purchase particularly 
attractive. 

Send for this lavishly illustrated treasure 
chest of ideas by completing and mailing the 
coupon today. 

YOU and COKIN .. . the only limit is your 
*; imagination. From all good photo dealers. 


Ref: 093 | Ref, 185 


Filter holder 


Medium and Video and movie 
large format cameras 
cameras 


New conceptcameras SLRcameras Compact cameras 


Ref: 04M 004 


[ ] Please send me your free booklet of the 
Cokin filter range. 

I enclose £1. Please send me the 106- 
page book of Creativity using Cokin filters 
and £1 voucher which will give me £1 off my 
first purchase of a Cokin filter holder or filter. 
(Tick whichever is applicable) 


Ref: 198 
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Photopia International Ltd., 

Hempstalls Lane, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
Staffs ST5 OSW 

Telephone (0782) 615131 
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